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general introduction 

£y T\ A. JACKSON 



France! Fran* ItB EL^’y dcjc^l-iaii 
fliakc manifr'd, the fid 
TnmpsxluoiJa resurrection 
Of Eh^v most sarrctl bead:— 

Tii'-nd thou I hr- -p Faring rcrecl-ryll-iK' 
Rise up from the dentil 

SW1HBUEJJE. 



THE c-Wayr which ranks up (he body p[ this book were 
*■ aLl written lp ciymmcmora k; Lhe one hundred and 
flttiidb a (lid, versa I y flf the (juLhrnak in nS!> of the Cleat 
French RemjliLdon. 

The aull'ido wefn a!t Of iriwri dl SLingUisHnid idtolats and 
all wt'fv DuLafSEidiJiy meinbei5 of I hu Cufomunist Tarty cif 
FriiLtfr. Tbut we SlHJiild havt t* write ’’Ware" docs nut 
meeri that any *1 IJiem have flinched or fallen away. It 
means only Lbs! three *1 than aL least- -Gabr.e3 Feu, Jactjues 
5oLirfttQit, and Georgct FdlJtaer — have bedn murdered by the 
Nazi Fascists. and that others *r them may, by now, h]£h> have 
died kit the "crime" #f reslsLULg, and enectiraglitB others to 
mist, Hue enslave meed of their country, 

Eome Of Lbum -were, wo know, iff iSOneTs ; Ills rest are, Wt 
hupt, now Lxiifi!!, All of them wherever they are. have 
remained steadfast tv the faith they expound with so mia-h 
leasmihc, clarity, and revolutionary conviction Ln tho essays 
translated henrin. 

For llwm, the authors, th»H book whs s&mttbLng more 
than the eoirimemoritum ol a mLfhty occafian. it w-as a 
chaT-ca^ne end sllmulslliuj durisialloai of liwLr faith Ln Hi# 
inevitable triumph of Hinrunity, 

For us, editOTfl and publishers, it is all that nnd more* 

still . 

It is a tribute Lo our French Comrades, men of mienl- 
fieent courage, and to their heroic resists tee to the Ksal- 
Fatcisi eremles od mankind. 
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ThrcnigA tftem il is a salute to u EIW3E nnd ifaiiant nation, 
la acknowledgement of the immense debt the whole world 
Owes tn France. And it is a. .gesture of weleemc Ln id 'fz Tic-r 
In (he great day which win set France — militant, vicLunous, 
nnd sctf-JLbex&ted— resLim.-^ h> her rlaMEll pLaCt; of honour 
i° Ltu: vanguard of th£ onward march *1 the buntaji race. 

Tt I-e to be feared that, to the ordinary BriSon of today, 
the wisents events and trading personalities ol the Great 
French Revolution haw bpcnnw- (hlnga half-tcuetntcn, ur 
hardly et alL known- Until the Rvjsi^n RevoLnt #:i or 
Kpvpmber, Ip] 7. replaemi it in thp minds of P Dmr ryatlviES and 
re-ndlonaiMa as the stock cuampla of the pyl] that rqviu 
once ttW TowflT order* 1 ' ore showed tn ,|, &nc iMit of Stumd.,' 1, 
there wei always on incentive to refirerk our memories, even 
If lot nwsl Englishmen this meant Hi most taking another 
ghrnce al t’-OT'!yLe L & classic work. 

Since the Bolshevik RrvuLutiun, however. : t has no luriCCr 
been necessary If one dislred in fallow inietlifieivUy skr mure 
£urv:d Speeches Of conservative? ond no act km on os to kndW 
vhat a "Jacobin' 1 '.CDS, -and the sort of hOLTlHi' things the 
Jacobins were aliped to have dura. Carlyle'^ work. with He 
vlrlitea as veil e£ '.is limslsUcaik, has been iefl to ghlfiFF dus L - 
or to find 1(£ vsiy into the ‘'nst-ional dlorl bin.”' and (he 
titanic Struggle- , Ik? “BopbOflietEc hre-b^JOlIsm," vhloh opened 
oh July I4th„ L70tt, has receded from rewi Section until for 
miihy It has svnk vhciLLy below the hoilcoo, 

in thpsc cirro ms lances It can hardly deeded Bupcr» 
fhidUS rlf v-p po/fare Lhis ■work fast Of all with ilh miLline- 
skelehi of the French Ecvolulian. 

As contemporary EnjJlLslimen saw 31, ttlo SlP=1 remarkable 
thing about the- French Kevoiutloh was its total un- 
espwtndhef* 

for wel] over a tthtury toe Kings of Franco had been 
"absolute^ Kot (Tveri the Pope soempd m sit molt; sectueOy 
np kis thromp than the King ol Franco. The French CaWd had 
been ar. object uf u.4Lvet5al cdm-iuLkin. eziVy. umULatlon (or 
reproha tLim, iicCordlne to taste) B by-word I-ar elaborate pen^ 
roiEiiol etiquette, and cenvcotionaiLsed lukiary aPd refinement. 




GENERAL INTRODGCTrCOW It 

Frs.nre tor a century end more had been the culturi) centre 
and sunuilit of civil ir-atian — her wits, her philiMCipbcTS, her 
palntersj muBlciniu; and Lmirry^reRsmen sccem-d uiiKurpiss- 
abte h and, all taken together, both a proc-l cl ana a reinforce- 
ment of the stability or the aLready unshskehle Grand 
Monarchy and its rugLmt.. 

The CHJtch K the English, tile Austrians, and occasionally 
also the Hanoverians and Prussians, might wtn vit-toties over 
the French armies dow and then, but. on the whole, there 
was little in, it. one wav cr ttio other, when Ihn campaign 
ended- Indeed, the chief point of such victories as those ol 
ktnilhnrnugh, nr — when hr- wen victories ever the French — flu: 
King of Prussia lav ih the fflel ih.it the Grand Monarchy of 
Fran-re scorned so stron B jy based Hist it could survive even 
siuen defeats .is ^Ipnhfzina without, seemingly, turning u hair, 
ll W(*> It seemed. SO Girting' Ihnl ifer gre-j Inst victory could ndd 
nekt to nothing to its alrmsth nnd the heaviest defeat give it 
no more than a barely pcrecplihle tremor, 

TSicn. Jo Ihe umlramcnt d£ all hut :i liny few with speCUl 
facilities fur knowing the French monarchy in August. 1730, 
confessed ilaolf in financial difficulties- — and Hint those wore 
sa great that Lhera was noth inf lor It blit to summfin fl 
meeLina uf the Smier-G* rente, which had not been comrafoed 
since 1614. 

ip a sense the ElimnKming ot the Stfttfl3-Cfnw™f WHS 
tantamount to S. revolution in itself In England, the first 
StUSrt- IK lags hint tried to do Without Pnrim merit? nnd bad 
made a mess of the attempt. Wot a link of the suspicion nnd 
anger directed against the stuprta (Hire Irani the knowledge 
Chat they Plight succeed a? toe French kilims had dune if «h*y 
ui^ not restricted desperately That, nfier all these yeat‘5, 
flia French king should, admit his inability ki manage without 
(he French eeiuivaknt of the Houses &E Parliament was news 
of an Lmporlanco ao great that it wan almost impossible to 
overestimate, English Whigc nud. GunsLiUitiouallsts hoped r-or 
the utmo*t hh 4 saw raj reason Lu conceal 1 heir delight. 
English Tories tempered mild satisfaction with misgivings: 
Lhcij French eoulrslcnts feared the wcirel at once 

Vflt there wos nothing eLse for II. The Ststa wos ihsulveTit. 
Interest on accumulated debt gobbled up a huge slice o t tJic 
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revenue; and raising [rush revenue by the t-a.Lci.bl ished made 
ledl ever from the Middle Ages was out oE l he quest uin. As 
JacqufiE Solomon chop's in the essay on Fitts nee, heroin alter, 
the fiscal system or the uitcfaA fctflute was hoLh scandalously 
oppressive and LudUcHmsly wasteftiL A new source of tajit- 
tlon had lo he round, and. In one way or another this meant 
Chut tho tuiuriooiflie. who, despite iho cramping Limitations or 
the old order,, were growing rich and. pewerEui, would have 
to ‘pay (He plpec." Naturally, (hey could, he relied upon lo 
insist pjl “caLUntf the tunc."" 

If there had foren any sort nf re volution ary republican 
movement if. France in. 17M, the confessUm d( failure involved 
in tht summoning; of Lhe 5jrtfci-CciscTct would hove been 
tunlunonnl to an abdication., Hul that is precisely tho paint — 
(here was no such movement. In Lb use hLsLorical rjrc-jtn- 
s Ian res, such a thing was i nt'iynecivabLe. I! is douhLFUl 

whether there were wi ma ny us a dozen spec ula Live lepabLicatia 
is] all France, and mof, (if these were members af (he ViillUrGd 
aristocracy, sreptieaL about Lhe (thcicji regime, but interested, 
pr-sur-a lly, in Jrecpinp it goiivg as Sung, as possible. 

That csrahLi.shod the issue: lhe McjiujlIi.v ornild not 
manage Without the bourgeoisie and thfl money the buur6[^. , OiiiL , 
could he induced to part with; the bourgeoisie, rtiOn il it hid 
cviscrl to believe with, tho ignorauL and supeiS-liLiO Ji. that 
kings ruled by "'right divine," sLiU regarded die Monarchy at 
iTTOplact-nhlft. Thus tho lines of straggle Webe SCt! I*r the* 
King end the Court an Ltin one side and Lhe bourgeoisie OP the 
Otbrr ihf problem was the same, la gel So much fit could 1 j$ gut 
and givo in reLuin cnly ixt much as they mUSt. Tile Monarchy 
needed cash; lhe bourgeoisie needed. reforms; the hisLpry nf 
the qpmir.g stage* of the revolution it a record of tlmlp pmuess 
sf bargaining — and af lhe ibihpiKatldns whieh jure* from the 
fart that there were Other people IP France BS well as the 
court, clique nr. tho iunc side and tlifi bourgeoisie Otl the ether. 

Ip a way the Monarchy ilBClf bMHpIlcated the Lkmwi by a 
SfTioke which seemed highly diplomatic when marir- 11 itiv.ted 
till the nqn-piivLLcgeij: "Third Estate" (.called, hereinafter the 
Tlmj that. Is, everybody not included itl the oLber two 
''Estate*’ 1 the clergy aQd the nobility, to dT.aw- up fur the ill- 
tormstion af -.he Kiufi's ministers, and, with a view m redress, 
a statement nt ad the grievances they suffered with Rugjje&tiuns 
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fclf referm. The discii^fiona Ifl EUJ pails ol .France preparatory 
iO drawing Up these KtativnrTitE yf erleyaSKies {CttfezfiTi ife 
UaJeuudeiJ oaciatiiuted in feci an lolenatve sdhnol of political 
education, which, prglpnged for rhl«-iaUarLerg (If'» year, 
tranflldtthed Lbe autlaplc r,( evrryljMjy in Frdnjee. They d is- 
Sl paled apathy nn<i jwakrr-ed hope*, Cniny them asetra- 
vajfani arid fair-doomed tx> dliappolntmefll, many af them 
JUflt, acid capable cf Lmldudiate salislB-rtipn. 1ml all tprizriJs cj! 
ssttatLinn and pul ii ica 1 effect. Cbrresprnchpg to the hupts cl 
suctle were the tears of alheis. Out Pi Pit diacuaaiOris which 
.Rave- hirtti to the- CA^cery dc Du 3 can err hr^in Id eireice [Jit 
Political ertmpizijis und pailies tvhirh expressed the truth 111 at 
Vfheii a social system becwncs ripe fee franstOTmalWii ,L n:r:i 
ll-glll d-Ut Clio iSalir ;is a ’class' struggle. epniClous. *[ theii 
opposing inleycacs.’’ 



Il 15 l-iipppcsn! ?o remeoibur that thr lir.es Pt d cm arc at fen 

between the* "Jittat-OS ' ivliick tire fl-Ttmn, rvpiina had inherited 

tram Merti-jrVBJ t£JdeJ;&iri Jia luDCdr corresponded (o Ihc 
actual c™npmtc and sociaL colalkins heLv-i-eu rnen m French 
society, In Lhe JSiddle AgeS, ‘wJitn tine- overwhelming IKi-aJafity 
li™d flirt sick' 1 fiy towrVB it) tl Steel dependence upon ( 11 * firtuluci] 
d£ the soil. it was QVitC reason able, far exampLc. tn exempt the 
nobility from ensh eontrabutldfld to Llie Slate Exeliaijuer They 
had in feet noLnlivcIy Little caell at command. They drew' 
nwisc at their ricvflnufiB in kfed, and far lOilC Could do nothing 
with these rawrniuts but lilrraily t'AL them and chink them, 
and wear them an. Ihr-ir ftuvr);?.. They CCHiid contribute la the 
Exchequer in kind— hy inviting the King 10 tWiO tnd t ake UlS 
litl t ,i ttie (siting and drinking — nnd cmdd Bud (ltd *oppl L v ufhjit 
in those days money could not hoy, Ihr armed forces for the 
King's wars. Thy clergy had more H»wy, and LI1 theory paid 
■more'; but They could sueply whnl wsf then Indispensable. ttvo 
CtniDdh's blrisinj; and ij-= prayers: and 1 h.es n rot;i(i1-rd heavily 
art a set aft against the contiihutians at lhe Lmd • Tile tiswn 
bu.-nli'.TS for Lhoir part, tiad rash ir. reiaLivfi pinnty, and u'rre 
£lad fe pay r icr rea=an P fe eifajiir; Lhe burden of militury ierv iL'e. 
The t-uweij vr*; te. in j^eneiaL, assesrad as corporate enptio? 
Which paid dues tti LSie State, generally nu( of the- town (urd; 
— and Jfecuvered the cr/jPey by Inca) nrrimgeiricnLs sutisfertary 
L>.> th-e citlzLDfl. 




$ essays on the french revolution 

The Mr^ngcmcni wo*, in Medlwval cimimbUiriees,. 
simple and naturali and it worked ea- Well that it wsis jx-r*- 
f:i ; |i.ij It'd from habit, ^ajiCLLfied by age, Ic-fflf ailcr the condl- 
[iorts which gave It birth bid changed beyond reeo grit tier.,. 

Ill lTflS leal wealth nn longer COtlflLBtfd Itl the lords: hp d£ 
land. The! nobility n:: lianber provided, at 1 tie head of Lheir 
vast als. the armed imdht d£ Use State They Mill o id 1 acted 
ttaell dues from the peaSuDUy. often in kind- But U»Cy *1* 
lotigey ale them and drank IhBtn, They sold them la cover 
part of tbe cost rE living in. Paris, puLUns wires Le obtain a 
Court appointment or a commission in Ibc Army or Navy. 
Tfiey Had become ii paraalte CLas-L With no social function at 
al] beyond daiKintf atlenflanca upon the Kinj? and Court 

The towp fourrghrrs had CllftnfliAi (tiO. The Incorporated 
towns were still Limited to those wbSch had received, official 
recognition in- the Middle ARee. SCyirtO had Shrunk 10 nothinst 
others had grown ip tocL bu.1 wore still rJticjfiLlj 1 limited to the 
areas itiey occupied at any rale before ifltl It la tn a 
tifHKiera, bewildering bo- flrtd Lfoal llte Saint Anlnmc ounrler, far 
example. Into which on i: greps stri-.iuliL out el the very centre 
of Pans, w*6 in 1?8S jsLlLL olllcHULy a -fiuboujp" — ihjl ia r Li 
“suburb." The bm-rgeaasic and the town population had sts 
lad grown absolotcLy. but had gtowti still more relatively in 
proportion 1o the population. But since it was domiciled lo-t 
Lhc greater part “outside" the laWn. limits as these hnd stood in 
[tie Middle A5PS. their Usse aside lit tor taxatLim was ais M- 
Slluhle riddle. They could not be (nought under Ltie taxes 
urigipaily agreed In by the burghers, without straining legal 
interpretation to the limbi. They could not bo subjected to 
rural lanes without arbitrariness promoling: end!tas dSaputss. 
3zi abort, the ji trial ian was, from the point of Vtew of the 
Exchequer, quite impujaible. 

And attain; in the Middle Ages ItU: distinction between the. 
nobility, the clerfi;^ ar.rl Ltie townspeople had been one i:-L fuel 
and practice. As categories they were thru iimstirr.ally dis- 
tinct. rmd within each. Prtler conditions were much d£ a parity. 
JCpt St? ir. ITUS — S. This I3dl nobles PP longer fimCtiftnied as 
feudal 9 tigneuTE. They were often State ftinctLonarlas, and 
often bUo fliumCietrS, flpaculflfori, merchaJtE-CipLtalialS, and 
hourgecis landlords. TIM poorer nobility were either ptc 
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lesslimnl saJdltira 4>t pLiiin sponger? and para-iileS. Many were 
Clad tu got rid (rf the -JiObilJly thftl obliges'- and SMUTc freedom 
cj uXfl Jlifir chance to become good bourgeois through (rade 
Dr Lhr professions, 

A similar dealing* cislsled among the clergy between Uit 
wealthy mcniben of Ip-t Church llicrarvby — - who wefe 
usually connected w/tlS) rhi- BxklliMXaty — and. [he p*or a.iid 
hard-Wurkijijj pariah prists, who were usually of humble 

■oriei n. 

But the disparity was wdde-rt Off all In Lht rimk^. of the 
Tiers— Since this eattRary now iiu’ltHted cvetylhinii Ibsen 
COdPEera Slid farir.-kibouras to WOblthy trtSt untilled ftiUneicrs 
Naturally, the bDurncc.Jsie, and nont t* [hem (lie professional 
desses, especially Ibe ]awj,iers, tool; the lead in voicing the 
demands 01 Cite Tiers. They were [he brat equipped for the 
tssk, either UK the must wealthy and tjost organ -lied or os the 
best equipped by training fur pnihieal advocacy. Arid, 
naturally, white Lhe whdr- Tieis was united in a ratnmon if- 
toll uituinsl the ancieiL Ttyn’iLi' ajsrl a rommim resent merit -of 
1h& atlOfiatice and ri<pld5tal:ian nf the parasitic arisl-boracy, 
the bourgeoisie rrjd their proftsskinil allies rained Bill tlw 
pallid Ilk 1 1 ivy tiiii:<‘d u.« chAmpim; u: Lhe common cause. 

ll is, ah lhe same tlrae, seLl-evidcrtl (hat. ont-e the unCterz 
replmfi* had been overlhrowh, and the pivi leges *r lhe ajieti> 
eracy had Sean a&OSLkbed. the tmmmnq tie which Ixuhvd alt 
j'.LKanla.nt etenwnts in the Tiers into a revolutionary unity 
was severed. The'tiecfitT'V'ard, financiers and speculators, 
mcrchani-rapitaLISlS and Contractor?, imtustr. n l-oapilallStE. 
uT'liran-r-ratl^meil and Labourers 1 , slack -I turners, v;no-gr&wers, 
jm a. I hold eiB. Cultivating rural labourers, shopkeepers, lun- 
kcepers, landlords, and ptulesslanal men- — each and. all of 
Ibrm would be laced WTLh an ObjeotLw necessity 10 ‘'frjflit out 
the JSSUO S? P eJSSE struggle 1 COnsCious af Llieir conflicting and 
cipprwing interest?. “ 

That, is tho c>ue to tuo eukDlnatSTn phases of the revom- 

turn, nisrl to its llnnl ■niTt-rome, 

When lhe Cmrrt rcsulvrd “o KiLmmpii tho ^tflfei-O'efianit T( 
presimLed Itself wish p problem -(he problem of etiquette Dhd 
procedure. Hm- ilid o SMiTT-cTenKr-ul do itr husinoss?' 
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There were nn handbooks; p-rd the eyr-witnesses ivebr: all 
dead ,1 r.ri rr.:: .ild-:-r:-[3 \n r I. : .■= L king ri r.ne 

A pixicodur;; had La 3a* improvi Lied. Thr, No Idee and IlK 
derpy WL'n d: runted to in varl-irls reifiuhal tMlll'fiS and 

fhrinse- their aeh'flatMfliS. are hi usl! Id! a! f“ui:i t'icli .Lsrtirt' 
So znurli was eartf - : blit what about the Tiers? There w-'Srg 
very many more o£ thL-m, Pnd. wLLh an aye It tlie Ljci^-ly EX- 
L-h.eiqi.ior, it was important Id ju!> y Otehi id a £bud huillbut'. El 
was dreided, therefore, lii jiiVc Ui£til nr- t'litLiiy fCJHOK-lltativnt 
as the o! her twq Ejiajes pul tOfifl-llwr. 

At (lie same time, to pive the well-to-do boa r^cohac and 
Ihe lawyer-theoreticians a saliitary cinlifin at tlu! (li:iM !■ :-iui (ii 
the dLflkidty faciriK the odminit Lralol's. LL waj decided kJ make 
the election tridirecf, add Use the occasion |o obtalTS (lie CWMots 
de Dc-Jednccs aheady mentioned. All the Inh flK Hanta <mBlsJ 
in a parish met, rtirCLict'd grevi£in«a, and c]kiSe delfi-Ba'&s to 
a county meeCin;;. The eounly n'jeetliLj! thOSc? ‘"CtecIoySi" 1 w!ho 
mrt Ln the rr-pkiaal ofctitrr to make the F.riaL Choice ot Clephtiea 
tai the restart. 

IT the Court iinzuq i Jict^a ihnt when they h.^d CRl^rpeCS Irnjn 
this urdi-a] the dcy-ntics would i ■:■ suitably rinestened sn(j in 41 
mood Id sr-c tire oroidem ns the ndm in islrativc- authorities taw 
St. the court made a bad iiUess. Tile depuijE al the Tiers, 
IV ken they assembled at WrFOiZrt’s at the be^lnhEht' eJ May, 
1TS9, did sd with a keen cnnscknciacES of responsibility, muL Id 
thr- Cuurt rlLiiur and the adinin istmtars whose sELf-ennfesied 
fcilura had made the suftimonlAjJ of the ftTu rCi-GC*eK«i 
imperative, but to LhemseiVes 41 s rtiftn of probity and undeF- 
j.| a inii 1 : if. and ki the people, v, In:- al vflrLtHb; sLnpt's ti-itl parti- 
cipated in their rlrcLL-oji — Lhe popplf. who wer* Looking to 
them, nut mctCEy to restore the State finanCCe. atld to take- the 
appropriate steps to ensure that they would Slot fad Into the 
same condition of chaos apain. but sLLLl more to aottlre tho 
redress <rf SrievancTes and. above nil. Ld fi^Ptiide Ihp nallotl with 
a CirntLimtiOtt. 

In a word, the ntlful dtviooy adoplpd by ike Court tr> 
ensure the awed dociSLL} 1 aiLtf pllat'dlty -01 tho Tier* acted 
hiacji.iiercmf] j[cshiirii. They easnred the rOVierw Ihr Tiers as- 
wrnhlnd tn a maud and lOmper vvhictl, tlorL'pwr little- they 
knew it, was as TevotkCrmam as wua qhs? mood o? thr EnRiisOi 
Commons in at the Dpetlitlii 01 thii Lon® PqiThnment- 
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The issue W15 ruined promptly. Oh [ho nuestinn wheLher 
tho three: Estates ihutDd meet. ielLbfirEltg t =r.d decide as 
separate "Huusei" *1 Parliament. Dr whellwr they -Omuld. on 
the nonlrary, ognstiLute a Single Assembly, The Court nai 
all for si-prmifl "Ito-usus"' us were the Noble and Lbc Church 
HiflrBTCHy; but until the Smtes-GfllWHil was actually arteitf- 
tikd they bad dffSET.ed ii expedient Jo jay arfUng about this 
■H.fLiru Lh pr-mL 

It was su-li-evideiit that ii [He Estate mot and voted 
separately, the Tiers run the HSk. liT being permanently in a 
minority. If all the deputies. legSIKlksE of E'rtnte, met urd 
deputed aa n single chamber. the Tiers wJlh AS many deputies 
Si the oiticT two LDjteLher Had only to gmn a few adherents 
iLtm [He pixir-.T ringy, and the IIK>re prfigrussiv® nobles Lb 
fee pprrrianr^tly in a majority. 

Therefore the Tiers at <mee commenced Lhelr atrvssLv 

for a ring'll UErcnlbly. With "gie King, Lb, 1 Court, llte NobkE. 
and Lhe Hierarchy all doing what they cauld In lorce upor. 
Ihi'tn wprrtile meetings i s an Bfcmr.pl ished fMt. 

TJie Tkrr WOM — but only beruLLse Lhey were resolute and 
determined, and Stunk to Ih.-Lr point tbstlr^toly fnf 
weeks. 

XL WS£ Ibis oprn.ng struggle whieh provided two, rt k'SSt, 
Of Lhe greet moments Ol the PevulUl ion. 

Shut Wit frnm Shesir eustemary plane a' meeting by Court 
Officials, on B specious pretext, the Tiers assembled in 0 
■COnyeniun t Tennis Court nnd thene tank n. saLemu cuth never 
to disperse Of to- allow Ibcmpelws La be dispersed until they 
JiBKl givet! !He Nation a CDnsLiLuliijn. That n,_iEi (if Ihe Tutlhifi 
tkiilCt (-feu de Jprciyiicl was. deservedly, a tirsl-favoiiriie sub- 
ject for painters, engravers, and. print-sellers. esperiaLLy i!fl 
England where 1 hi? an^fcgjy with She first decision uf the 
hOTVE Fiilil oment- the Art making it illegal for the KilitJ to 
dissolve It without the {itnsc-rlt of IsciLh ILbUSed — was noted With 
satisfaction or misgiving according to Lhc observer's [WkticaL 
hips. 

SLiriEariy, when the King convoked a meeling to Lecture 
Ibe Trere on the ''mutamauiP Jwhavlotir. and Ju eider the- Estates 
to meet jqHTPtctVi th# Tigrji obstinately kept their seato aJtor 
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ibf King and the Court bewl <li:tiLiL'Lu>i unrl the Nobtes 
flild Clergy, ntieying the Royal COncnLand, had dkper&etl. A 
Court Chamberlain interrupted tlwir dccaEe to toll the fieri 
that thr King hpd cnmniatlded them to adjourn. Upon (Me. 
Ihb tpeaker in pofraalffin ol list fluur r the Limcu^ AjJ reheat!, 
PSlOtCed i]L famous words! 

J, Gii Lc-ll Jtmir mfl£ier that nr are here at the command 

Ol (lie Toople, find WO will disperse only at tine point 

nf 1hfi bayonet-" 

II worked- The Tiers had already jjivcii the other LWo Estates 
;in ultimatum. It had resolved that on jmd after a certain 
dalo it would dev | am ilwlr a K-Bliotlal Aswmhly; that the 
other States mlftit, if they -rhesu, join .n Lhe cagH n|£ac j^ra or 
this Assembly, but that whether or no. they the Tiert 
E^big on viflt She job-. it need be atOme. Thu poorer nLujdrity 
ol the clergy, find thr- more [■irp^TfL^jive roblcs had gone over 
tr- the TlC^a. And since, we ntMed above, lhe King oeulfl d ii 
Tvidhout the Tien much less than tr*j could dn without hint, 
there was nothing foe it but l*r (ho Ccurt f,o "throw the 
towel in. Thy dicrbarrl noblec, and the Hierarchy were re- 
quested by Llle Kiujf to dfeefUltlhUe their resistance. Thus Lhe 
Sfntyj-CawraJ became a National Assembly, which, since it 
immediately te solved to cymsaniet o Ccr^Litution, became dk- 
tLPBukhabi* epuvilkally &5 the ■‘Cwistltlltlftnar Assembly— or, 
in the Fteneh Cut'll 1 on [ion, the Chusi:. Yuen r. 

]f one jiaa a vaate fee drawing sharp dividing linen, cam 
wiould say, uqjii COOtfflcraMe JustUtCB LLOn, thar the fteVOlutinn 
was oecvimplished when the Oeitffi ruent inaugurated Jlttif — 
with the 1 -bcII consent p,[ the King and the Court— J lusc 
27 Lh, 171)!). 

Ekil alroedy on June l?tb, the Tirm had CcotsLituted. itself 
the Naricrad AwetnMfr. It bed proclaimed the "indlvisibiLity 
ol the legislative power " it had declared a I) Saxos nn( autbo- 
tired by itseil illegal . and had granled (lie taxes then being 
Culltcted.. provisionally Only; their legality to cease with (tic 
dissolution of tile Assembly. H "rettoTwt (he conftienre pf 
capitalists* by i(& decision to consolidate Lhe jjiiblie debt. and, 
El' provide for the necessities vf lhe people Lt appointed a Com- 
mittee qf SubaiBtence. Tbe TramLe Court oalh eE June £fltb 
was, therefore a;i oath to Stand by ttiCE® declelonai thr do- 
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fiance of Mirabcau on Juhe EDrd was an aniKHurrerwnt nf the 
sftmo unshaken resolve Thus the Royal surrender of June 
itth hiereSy scfcwwledfied as a met accomplished jli* revnliu 
Uon&ry decision of June ] 71 h. confirmed by the Tmr.is Cour; 
oedn &th 3 Ihe Mira bea u defiance. 

These :■- thus n ru :::: fur rhsunim; .Tune J 7 1 hi, 20lh, 23id. or 
21th as the (Lay on which the RpvciLutiun became actual. Bat 
hy mranan ponscr-L Lha.L ■di-sllhrtion is rc&sb'/ed fur July 14th, 
the day an which the people uf Paris Stormed the Baafllle — 
the day which in ruhSeCiUenCp has become ETasiCe's National 
□ay. 

Reactionaries to whom any upsurge of insurrection is 
evidence Of an outbreak Of spMJHmc insanity jn the " ignorant 
tYVOb"- — stirred up-, usually, by interested knaves — are fetid, tl 
belittling Ibe Baslilla cpi slide. SenLiinentaliuts es.BLa.ifl It 
away us a thins o£ purely cn-.irtionFl siynihcance. Yet, at the 
time, and to genuine reaList*, it wns an pueasitm as decisive 
and of such preeUrst urgency as to deserve all its repulalion. 
The sentlmentaLls-tt tehe ih, lint- that Lho Bastille was hated 
because It was used. principally as a Slate priixin in which men 
who had. displeased authority were immured. willWiit trial, on 
n rimpte warrant — Icttre in eecliet — wnlch court offleiais, or 
the King himself, otwld issue, arid would, at the request oT 
any great noble. Thi L Bastille was stormed, say Ihe acirtLmen- 
tolistf, hecau^ it was vi hateful Symbol Of arbitrary Eeyu3 
power affronting to Ihe plain ncar.'S sense tyt justice. 

The reactionaries riiJrre; but Add. SiF prrwif of tile JWpuSSir 
folly, that less than. a dKicm prisoners were found therein, that 
thr punisen was noKi.ifiblc, and matte only = feeble rfsialarice ; 
that, in short, the people Of Paris, ma<te a terrific IU3S about 
next to nothing at all 

fti* answer to all thm thst Ph cnamp /os^e m posctsLan- 
dl the Bastille would hni'e had alt FarlS pt 1TB mercy, . Th* 
people of Fans •deslToycd the BFnllltr as bo act of elementary 
self-defence, But was there any “'eiKTny fores" in tight? 
Was there Pity risk of It garni srsning the Bastille — with 
hostile intent? 

There The force was macmblinj at Versailles and 

£{ various points srivund Paris. it was n force composed ?fl 
part of foreign nterrejuvries. (Lhe Royai Cmnan Regiment, the 
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Rflysl &Wlas, and, alaj! the Royal Irukt surf, fur the rest, of 
regiments deemed rsl-able by the-ii rflacthwiaiy-arislocfieti? 
c am n»F utters, It was a&5enibljji£ under 1 he direction of sire 
PtartMMMiy Cifiu-L facLiiifi [the- "Queen's party"), who kuw 
rfcerjy wL'hat Lhe cstabUshromt of the Comfit nettf was jfOini; 
tt* mean Mr Him and their privileges, and u'ho. oantempiucvue 
ai the ‘we a It ness'’ wil.h which, the Kiiug and. the motteralea .n 

(.ho Privy Council had fiven way to advice oi the Fuiance 
Minister Necker, and Ltie deterrEiinasion of (ho T-$fs, were re- 
sold. tvltll Or Wilburn ihc King .: (XintpSiEOKei to bring about 
.u roup d'etat — to Overawe Paris, to removt the Assembly to 
sonve remote place where, with its ''rehei ring-Headers” 
purged away, LL LOUid be nueiLort into doing ncSJUJlg bill what 
Lt wat ordered to do 

In VoYsaiUes, a pnpLiipi^. town, the rieta oauld rely ujmo 
aaes support- Pari?, only a few mJles away, was wild with, 
enlllllSlasnri far Lhc Tier*. j-'r<i:n the CO UHt£r-re valid Landry 
punt of view. It was absolutely imperative to hold Paris in 
fbeek, and, above all, Lo bar Lh? road riant Paris to Versailles. 
For Ihir Operation, Ihe Eftrtille lloniiod a alrafegiCai strung 
lii.ht oL' first-rank importance 

Ctris naLly htl.IL Wtslde the gales of Paris, as; rnufh fts ,i 
Rfl-ya I hlLnsoe JO Hr Oiliiii'ns as on adv.-mc:- post for its defftico, 
the filial life had hecodw.: £0HJtTaptl3eaLLy anL-urpuraUd ip Pam 
the slnupl* spread Of t:iy IffWB n round it. It stilL com- 
manded the road from the east, baL stilL more it was in L7DH, 
and from lhc point ol view ul a oouncer-reinriutiotiaiy cam- 
mandrT operating from Versailles, a afro ng- point cslabLished 
right in tlie heart cf Paris and able to paralyse Us defenres. 
It wsb hot espedlenl to garrism the Bastille too heavily. Mo 
soon. Thai would have soujriied Lhe alarm. But that it was 
part of tile cwumter-pevolutimifliy plan (o garriaon K, and that 
doln^thla was from Incut cannot bo doubted- 

Papular rumour In Furls and In Versailles had heps abreast 
nr the pr-iigress of tho counter -revolutionary plot. b'nmiEt^buhlO 
digits were the rpnfiirla which -developed between parading 
Earth's vt Royal Oerrnsm dragoon-, and the Parisians. The 
Corde FitijicCzec-— otjc of tho largesL and best zd the IVjyuL 
regiments— refused to fine on lho people. The "ring-Lradprs'* 
were nnestod, and were relca-^d from prison by the £ 'rinih." 
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P4trti.ua of the Gftrife roSnCftis? drove (Jie Ttijrp i^i ng ftijijui 
Ominjs from Paris. 

Then, at the critical moment, on Joiy inh, the tier's Came 
that Fmir.-ai Minister Nrrkor iind been dLsmlaafe-d arid SrnL 
into banishment. It was clear (tl-‘ H ttlu die-hards lutd wffllt 
Ehot 1 ]k 3 King himself had rLrrcnde-reci to tile conspirator^!, 
ITiOl eoutller-huvntijtlLHi vrai th a a placed ciffmaal I j,r 05 . the noMt 
LLCun On Lbu ageruLa. 

Then tt was Itiat the FaxlalariB, mused lo Iremy, ruse up 

find. 4 skI:?:«I| by the W^Ae FVaecril-se stormed the eaELille, 

Their fSecd besot a tSntoUs "crock"; "Bat 111 ie, - ' said 11 >e 
Hstotilshjcd kmg to Ibe olfloor who rcpoTied what had. happ«iied f 
"ibis IS 41 rrVoLt:' r “Dton sir!'- wro the Imperturbable answer: 
"It is a revolutlon 1 !'- 

It was that; find tor the very grind I'risncin ibal. 0 surprise 
Cuup bui.ni; naw irat at the quusLloJi, arts- altothpL to so lurcher 
with the plot meant nr. immutlia.Ce transition Lis riviL war 

The Court, and Llic conspirators, tepid do nOthini; but 
give way. 

Lehih has SOrke WLM words that occur at onr^ to the 
rnOrrarfy: “For a revolution to happen ir la not s.-iitHf’i'nt that 
the mass of Hue pee&plc JS unwilling 10 tto on living in Hw old 
Why! I! lilUSt haV£ twrome (mpnssjhlit tor the old order to carry 

on in thpir old fashion " 

9b w impossible it was to ra.rry on wiltl the rmrton regime 
was pmved an the {treat day of July 14-th JrSlb when the 
Parisians stormed the JtAiU: lie. As the rrortionories say., n 
was nut defended to the uttermost. But even so, more than 
a hundred Parisians had been killer) before It £i«r rendered , 
That in itself is suilir.ml to show what the RaslilLe mighl have 
btiuuone; and buw imperative it wps to taho- j(, 

The ptMtole’s Instinct fa sound; 11m French Revolution 
proper did begin on July 14 tk 

Wltot prove 3 this beyond question is the effect the great 
news produced a& It spread through the cmintrysido. 

Everywhere, as a result of the dLseiiflEtoha. prior to the 
elections. Popes had been roused Theee Ln the months of 
delay had lurried to irritation and dcspBir. Then eame the 
news of Fans in revolt! and. as At a signs]:, the eoumryEirto 




J4 ESSAYS ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

rasp in revolt* Ion. Olautoii nx and convents went? stormed: 
manor ham? iimd ■.ilhi 1 burns *.vcrc I acted; the records gi 
feudal servitude wen: routed cut jJ-rt humed. sometimes tdur.p 
with Lhe chute slui :n which lliey hud been preserved. J B fruits 
G^MlIii^inior's. eassy herein, tin the Fcnzaints, ornilj :«» the 
siliihluiTi admirably, .>n<l shew;, its cause. He difflws, 'do, how 
tn^lltr grc.jl d^y hf £hc Revolution has been roinanlifizLd 
by react ionnry^K'ntimjnluiist bdfitorLanfl; 

The conventions! verstan Is that at the eveninjj sessUm at 
the ConstiRitFtt on August 4th aristocrats and ecclesiastic*. 
CBuglU by a tocrod home or enth iwUifltn, vied with each other 
Jn EuirFUKlfliina voLant^s’s-Ly — In decreeing the uboLUIon el — all 
ihr-ir feudal rLfhtE and privilc-gi'?. their right to loree contri’ 
butwiii m ce.th or k.nd or ialuntr servarb. 1o impwu requisitions 
and. tolls. 1o monopolise the wnccrvahon find, killing of gannr-, 
to hold their own rourt^ o( justice. 5nr,pns-rig their own irmnnr 
law?, and SQ on. Sonw thiji.} nosi'nrihlir.g: this did happen.: hut 
It was not nearly the "Saint Bartholomew nLeh.1 of property" 
it has been railed As jerques Houthonnier shows, with the 
peasantry roused and in nrm:; the attempt h? enfaiLO some 
rA. fbpse rights; would, have Involved civil war bn a grand scale, 
Even as it n 1 ^, civil war ,ij a sporadic and! RiccTiitla kind did 
break out prinidically q 1 | through the ouur. try Side, i&jiOfi ally 
In the west and this sauLh-wejt, where the ai isturriiCy arid [(10 
La rak'i tea nt priests had their slrdnjjMl juip. It wOldd JlBVie 
bpon universal but for the , ' : s u r reitrlP r ' ' of Aiicrr-L 4(ll, 1 TflfK. 
The ' feudal clhiios weno ^surrendered” with an uix of STaro. 
but only after they hod hcen uhaLieJlCd .n iBCt by Ihe tx-volu- 
tiooary maES-antiDJi of tire peasanCiy. Many of these claims 
w«« abolished only "isi principle" — they remained legally «n- 
forcihlv until the CoMiERaeld had deeded tho amount and 
mtido of payment of the cumAlulallon. PT1CC. wliicil price the 
very resolution of surrender JYied at year? ptiretMae. 

At must tho nobles ahd oeebesLajLic*. surrendered wiibl Lhev 
could no longer rcLa.iT:: (Key eefufed in return substantial 
bourgeois incorr.es. and the* barl-iinc of lire new reillme for lire 
mince men l of Uifiir rights untsL tire COPlIhUlallOh pi ICO had 
keen paid In full. Years later lli-frir Claims weiic FULL being 
presented, a:id ftnisirm fierce popular rest£tF,ncr 

This atrugglo Jn the eountrysido, which went on all 
through Ltle lifetime Of the u(j and of its auOOeSsOP 
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the Lrgiriattw, 0Lu-:'iiE WLLh Ltiu- Curn.CcmltflTit sLrmfBlp: (tm 

ISl-Otteia economic — tlie sale ::I (lie confiscated -cslaleE of tho 
Church, die uTKiyJmf currents . prici/s. grain CKmeriiig anti sj 
L>jl — an helps tci throw m i sir nf i .1 iXl-iiJlLv pver i h.;' Inhix: ry of 
the Conaftfticdf. 

Tnip to thrii pkdgn the deputies did not disperse ilnLR 
thdy had givein tho wonfry £1 CflfiatituSJlJn, *ne nvadeLJwi un 
ttiir- EnjlLLih Constitution a.’ established hy the Wills' KlfOlutUm 
t>E ifiSa, modi food in the lijjlnt of the experience pi ()» 1J.S A. 
Ajid much tif uiiiil they did — surh 1 hp c^Linctiffll Pi lilt old 

E*rt Vlnees, iind Lhcir icplueoiHcnl by a svjrtpm of ■ ,i dcjiartnic , n!s Li 
thf reorganization of thf legal sysLein, ctr. -hod a permanont 
value. 

Fw aEL thaS. Lho CattsHtutSOii ilioy nrajvrd proved. ii com- 
plete u jji. 1 — a Hung EahrEratod in a vwnnum which 

coll-spscd into a e linos of incompatible.; ;u the fi ris; imparl of 
reality. 

The Currt[i"Lr;init beynn mug 11 iJlwntly with Lho French 
equivalent, of the EngiLsh. Hilt or fliphis and Lhc American 
ihenoTction: irf Independence — namely, the famous Dcflcmtior: 
0 / Pie Ripl-Cs trf Milu evd 1 li *1 CiLir-cn adopLcd on A ug'.i.-U iftltiL. 
17HP. But when ili labours ronriuded in .Ptily, ]?Hl, Lhv hiyli 
jxioLiviil cnl liusi asm of the DviiLuraliun had toned down into 
Lhc sober prose- oE dividing the citizens, upon whom hud des- 
cended tho bk-.-^jrijJs of Liberty, EkiuuJity. and Fraternity, into 
the two -cant routed catesnot-ics of ■"ajCiEpe-’' and “pajssiw," the 
dividing Li lie he nv fisted by lho rilixtn'S assessment Id Slate 
tflSIds. TtlOSo VvhO JMid — hr W-'C/If- ti-Dtle to iray — a Certain 
mLnLmum. aum. iiwed beyond the metma of ordinary worHinc 
men, wore the "active" citrons. They alone could elect, or be 
elected, they atone wore eliflbte lor sendee lit tho National 
Guard. the civic JidUtta, trstabtlEhed aptmtaneoualy everywhere 
{as ,1 defence against counlor-tevQtutLiHi and b-j 3 scivda.st .-3 otter 
July 14th. r?Sfl h which the Contfltasitf ^Kllfully brought under 
SiaHe and municipal diTectwMi and incoiporaled In the 
CwiflftLtuUon. 

This esetusitm ol the "passive 11 eitbwns- z lame meiorlty 
of tbe po?UlatlP7i'-fron!l diiwt partLcLpat^su in Oic pii'ern- 
mflnt of the country, and still rnnre tho naive "arminE nf thr 
hourffrolsje"' as asamst the Lower orders impheit in Ihe 
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National G-jaid. formed ?n Irtwiir contrast to the exalted 
i-dealJanG u[ the Rights ot' Trj 3 m , a contract exciting anger chat 
was- tii Jirsd eg press. ion in flerc* class-strife. 

Tile C-ouati Lu! kin a^. it finally emeracd in SeptL-mher, ] 7 St a 
was at 1 HIC and the Kamo tifTR 1 PH acute LCtpruSsicni n£ tmurgnoiE 
pnoufirty-conaddutnESs, ind a c-Jtnplele refusal in the 
fLantctltttWSKitUiy philosophical manner tu admit that adcll 
thmei as finance really oxim-d. It PTOVidMl tKfillly-tialarocd 
moeliaiilan adjusting. the relations between tlio ruler* and 
rulud, bctwL'cn the King and hi 5 mm Inlets as the executive 
EOWfix. Lhe A«emb]y an the Ug.isJ*£iv& power, and Lhe judiciary 
as Lho punitive, restraining,, and Testifying power at the 
Cttii«i?S, Individually and coHec! ively. Burt the citizens it 
eovisaaecl wcifc ideal., abstract, ritirens, lhe King ail i-deM- 
Hihsttael-tnoriai'eti — ■". biigs that neve;' '.reic or could be. 
COllf eftlSWn Lly. frdm its hiirLh I hr- Constitution WOS tOCCd with 
LIU 1 tact that, in in epoch ef 'he revolutionary tronsIOTjTjati&n 
*f an bid :'eg, me inlu a new one, ' ttilti fight cut the issue as a 
i’lnaS'ifT-JIppie ecinsciour of their opposing i ntmr-.M?-" 

From 1 he mgtlL of August 4th. 170?, like const! Luticm had 
Lean n-n-nartxi — lone before Jt woe torn— by (he counter-revelu- 

lionaTy detfiminotion Of llir COUYi Ond thf adsibiraoy to win 
bark, one way or another, the ruling power that had nliuued 
(mm their gresp TN?y were wtliing to commute their feudal 
claim? into- hoUTBCOda property riabt!; hut they were not 'Will- 
ing to surrender ihnsr class control ol the Stale, their mono- 
poly of T(TmiTvrratJvp Ststo posts, their cL&ss-contioL ol the 
armed forces n 1 She Crown, and choir dUtinrt social 
asremdenoy. 

The sciMiat revolt through the msunlryjidc produced even 
before the night of August tlh. IT-BS, a great Right of Tibbie* 
from Ftanrc-. It wan r_ 1 :■ L : - r I ;; t the rirr.e that two unusuaL 
visitations arrived in the South of England in the summer of 
1 7-fill — a swarm o-f French .irinliXTiit' linrir..? from their burning 
cbatepuK, and lhg vengeance □£ there they had oppressed, 
and u rwann of game birds escaping trnnr the mass assault of 
I hi- French rnunlry- Ettlfc cciiuyiiig for the flrsL time the pYE- 
vilc-gf- of shooting game. Other waves Of SrislOCratie emlfffa- 
tion Left France during the labours bl the CDnatttlWUtj and. 
thc-'Vj gathered at Brussels,. St YfC-nns. and especially at 
Cohlena and organised LheftTeetves as a Provisional G-O'VCniTnC'nt- 




CENEitAL INTRODUCTION 



57 



■iaul ii: cadres foy 3 counter-rcvu]u.tifm;iry inv.Hji cji of France. 

TVi provide for the nCtd* of the Exchequer. and for tllo 
State debts- - Lorgcly owid, by the way, (a (he wealthy 
bourgeois themselves — Hie Const ituerct adopted Lho device of 
trLMifiaratipE i he Immenie taLatrt of ihr- -Church and using the 
prroei'ds of their sale to provide revenue HPCL (he means- el eX- 
linptisijhi-ng mdebtedlMBB, To make this craihsrRtien pyg nc I- 
est)ie h the State had to be rharend with the r-sspraitsibility 
previeuily borne, m theory, ty the ChyTrJi estate?. It hhd to 
jpi.irsintC'g the- upkeep Of thu CtlLTth, the satiric* of the priests, 
anti the organization or "charily" — otherwise public assistance 
Naturally, the Constituent saw the ad v a, rat a (per ra£ making the 
elergy salaried dependents Of (he Elute. Equally naturally, 
the Hiatorratin tiKmbers ml the Chuith HLcratthy wr-re 
fuiiraiLs M the Joss cf their princely revenues, and they grasped 
the oppoTlunily pnepented 1o Ihetrs by the deotee that the 
clergy isni&t- to qualify lor their S^ate salaries— laSse an ruth 
to uphold (he CmsLitulinn This was represented a? a gross 
trespass upon the autonomy *1 Ihe Church, the disciplinary 
rights of the Hierarchy, nisd ultimately uperi the authority uf 
the Pope and the Indissoluble unity ol the Church and 
Chrif-tendom. Frietls were encouraged to refuse the oath and 
then to ™wLltti!e themselves leaders of a passive resistance 
to State authority which could on cccsslon. and did, tweeme 
active counter-revolutionary struggle, 

For (boLr part, (he lower orders |n town and country were 
r-quslly dbssiuU-r’d with the labours raf the Constituent,' not 

however because it changed things too much, hut because It 
did not change ihcm enough. 

The essays giver. brje-uncei ran the PeosArats and <:n Lhe 
WorJciritr Curs, ailing with that on ihc- FbireniC'e*, wilt be found 
infinitely revealing arc; explanatory of thy grirands ci 
popular itifivintent 

The poasanLs eo in. plained because, (Itauflh freed rrum 
bondage in form, they were still subject (u feudal ohac-tL-ons in 
fact. True sales of Lhc cuttb&CSled Church lands, end Inter thrare 
of the Crrawn and Lbr emigrant aristocracy, were SO long de- 
layed, and sra managed that they gave more openings for 
wealthy speculators than fur peasants hungry for laud vf 
their uwi). 
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ESSAYS OW THE E-’DLEKCEI REVOLUTLDH 



The trcwn work-era sUlTercd grievtriLslY fram the urjempl-oy- 
Urttitit that TYT" P-IL 1 1 r - cl ItiOtii Lhe sudden .. nd complete fcssjifinn of 
flic luxury spend Ulfi Of the Court and arLsL-ocrjiry — net yet 
replaced by the LibCUjy siivisding ttf the 'new j ich''— and from 
the- jjraorpl disl-ftCaflOKl unH inbwniprtwm of Irndc produced by 
Lbc revoluhc-linTy BreiLranesit and disturbance. 

Bolls town find country workers suffered fnim the rapid 
(.V-.-ipCf.se or. 1 1 ;ho p> ire jun-ir.i; power dI the new assign? piijvr 
nursnej — lts*?l I 1- a hy-predui't of lhe eptratsmi of lhe Land 
flKCLJlatO-Jfl find, the nurnc.'nry-jnbtiidrjs — -which depreiuathHi of 
Ike currency was rclierlorl in ll jftrp nse in the- price of 
jL-eCCSstiru-S This again was made an :□(.□! m b !e jillLcLiep by 
the DCtLvMICE Of the spenLlalors who ‘'■eDniered'' vibaLaver Ibcy 
CuiJld, but iH-PtflaHy grain. FinriLLy, the depreciLiLiim of ali-n 
currency, the nfletion of prices. the shortage ijf necessaries, 
ideal and. gsencrai, with their exaspuratinj: coiurai Lances, were 
all made worse- dcblierately by the shlxil-ngink aetivily of CUUli- 
ter-revdujSJaMiy y.gonLif — Lhose o: the e-iM.ui'iinlt and. -oi' Lhe 
various eri em v Powers who, by the time the CuhaffEnten; Jcod 
concluded Its Labours, had >ed a CtmELtLci-n of Kiiifi hud rul- 
ing prices So- cheek .no ijjrvud a: ‘‘Frejicls prihf-iplea’’ and to 
i-macr the Kevolv ti-tai in Ftap^j wiih a war of JnteridfLtlciii. 

Thi.= iMcnnoc -of wut. which became an actuality in. l TytS. 
wfli thiMKyfcirvi-r.ni o priiho determinant of the course (rf the 
R«volut"Hi 

Before the CdSafittlfMt bed concluded its Subnets, the Kjn£ 
and the Court had decided lilDt the time hod rem c to jilterr.pt 
to cheek uny further SUOgrCEa of Ihe Rcv-nlulion by a military 
cnvjn d’etat. 

Most of the Army oiTlceifs were atilL arlstncrou; many were 
aecielly in- leoum; with '.ijc Cotmter-rtevomtionnry chiefs at 
■Cchlcrn. The Cr-ntinental kings, hfiarleri hy the Austrian 
Emperor,, broth? r ul Marie Antoinette, Qhe H n hf Fran™, were 
ready to invade, if only the Fceiifh King wpuJd invite them 
t> do SO- lie hciitateel fdr two reasons; flrel, because he was 
VLrtUDliy a prisoner hi the hands of the popple of Furi.-e and, 
aorend. bersnsu hi 1 was hot too- sure that he wanted to h= 
-i £aoed lf by an iwLervffhllie power which, might in the end 
leave hirp lej® real puwiei than ttie -OPT15tLtUii0Ll he was eutfrr 
to esciipc- 
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At atiy rate, ane ganer-ai— BouHLe, conunahfbhe at Mfts— 
was devoted to the Knag, a:wi ready Id tub all the rlsis al 
organising find conducting a. riMrp d'etat. The Kiba thought It 
WciiLld be- very much belLer far him if he cuuid cunt five [a j;eL 
rid of the CQitstirmril t l.i its prerinus Const:, lotion without 
Vulliii'j in foreign aid. Therein re hi 1 managed to <sr.ipi‘ Iron: 
the palace by i: i Jt-i L. and, in disguise, Lcied to make hie way to 
Lbe camp jl Mcb. 

tiis flight was discovered (June 20th, 3??t> tend hr hlm- 
£®ll r btdJitJCiil nL Varur.nes,, was brought ba.nk 1®- Paris under 
htiost. 

To the musses this ItiipiL wjb flagrant tn-nr-lur;- tii (Jm 
Revolution; accordingly, they (|, -innndcd an uiftujlL dicposJlIon 
ol tla; King. Their mere ndvanmj tlk'tTWbls opfflnJy advocated 
LhC" selling up ui tj republic. 'j'n the moderate Ciki sliUitioii- 
alis's. it war alternatively an cmhnrras5mi.nl, anti all nPiiOtflU- 
ilttv lb drive a puJilirul harjju:n 

iL wu an embarrassment in that there war avaiJahU- n<* 
rcatty satisfactory candidate at in alEematiV* occupant of the 
kingly office, which they deemed iUdiepensable. It was. an 
opportunity ib that they wild, and did, "Suspend" the King 
l'rdm the exercise of hi* faxi'l . 0115 . and restore him only 
in retain R:t hi? pledge to accept the Constitution and observe 
it taiiMulty. The modorait CorisliliitSionaliits, the Centre 
Forty in the Const! (yent, found strong atlier Ln Lhe Right witlS 
parly — the "Ring's friends ' -ajtd between [hero (hoy evolved 
tile (action that the Kipj had nOL tried tn run away, voluntarily', 
but had been ’'abducted" 

The maranj protested; Mil n petition drawn dp by 111* 
Jacobin dub — the most popular of Lhc pcililina] societies the 
H-evuLidiun had hegett^n- • which demanded iJn' suipinsion of 
the King pnrninrienlJy, was signed. hy thousands daily at the 
Aflat of the exuunfry on the Field nf Mars, a cercmOniaL patade- 
fjvund which had been ecurtEtrucnsd far fh* ccLcbrati-un ®I the 
JirsL anniversary til tbn Day at tha RasUltc, and ivbLCb was 
used thenceforward Eor fill pubLic parades and festivals. 

This. moss inning of a pelLteOn whidh virtually demanded 
& republic was rkwrd with aiaim by the Court OUd anger by 
the- Constitu^aE. The Jtarepjis de Lafayette, at Comma nd Silt - 
SeiLeral of Eh* National Guaid, was rrqufstcd' to disperse all® 
■'disorderly'’ assembly, and he (jid SHJ wish D TOll-fiy Of in Li She try. 




ill ESSAYS ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

Thu®, fry r Lhc ilrs 1 time IJuj revolutionary masses w:ti' 
feim ig,h( into ciiivr; raLlisiun with. the qiiLisi-TE-vululinniary 
COnstKulioilAlLats. The grewth cif Shy masses in □ri'anlzalign. 

lenity, jiTKl pcs' rjlui; i pn. Rry dctoi.Tninu1.ian was, from this paint 
onward until ,1 uly, lVSi-l, the recond "hie:’ duU'rrCiii uriL of '.:i« 
OOtnse p( the Revalul ion. Thr t«jy on the Ferpidat jV-isgr* 
herein 1$ k|i invaLuahlt 1 . 11 H 1 to tlu: imriE; rvhcmiou o£ this 

firOtoth. 

W>ar h when it hrtiis. 1 ' out Lh April. 179U. revealed tlto 
ErttllUlte Cl the various t'liii-sis 1* Ik Revolution, iitld to (Sirs 
nation, in sharply defined clarity. 1L re V filled lLe Kitts' *11^ 
i!he Coitrt — especially the QiH«k — as actively urging on the 
invader in their Been* cotTisjpOrtdejtoe,. While pQ their solemn 
Pllblk acts they ioi: due it'd the wnr arid. urged th* nation to 
make every sort of rsiriifiOa to aSCUJe victory, 

It revealed the nobility as either openly in the camp of 
jJir- invader OT trcaphermi.iJy at wbtli. as Otftrers in the Army 
a Iii3 e*mmp™tnT5ts nf fortified tBWAS and camps., Sitting ready 
10 atJ] the pass to the invader as SOOb as dm opportunity 
uffered. 

It roye Bled thn well'to-do sperulators and ddfEiercrf as 
ready to seize the acrastou -at war as a Gad-aunt chance to 
rtiake more Itwmey than ever as Army c&r.tra-ctOri and IQHW 
jiOlLitS of nrr L-.SMTy supplies. 

Il revealed the recuklLTanl prtorta as active fonwi tilers or 
sabuiajes and Insurr^clfoo — particularly lp the mat, in lha 
Vendee. 

Abd It revealed Ltue popular masses, led by the stAVmnhrv 
elements c-I the bouisedteLe and Lho intelkc-tuaK os ready for 
any display of creative revolutionary initiative in order to 
save tile country. So manifest wds it that the King jmd l!ie 
Court dOSilC’d A victory fer life invaders that il Luicanto im- 
IhjJtative to comprl a Ohar-so or government, to secure the 
sio'-ional leaderdiip wilhMJL which victory over the invader 
would be tlBHtlaanabto. This WAS effected by the fAmnus in- 
iarreetfep Of August 101 h, 17S2— A date leas often caldrated, 
but equal In glory to llic belter-tnown July Itltl. 

On AJU£‘Jfl Lflth. 17311, the popular masses, organized by 
the SccLfeCJ— the local or ward admiaistrattoPS which bad 




GENfiRAL INTRODUCTION 2l 

EL-<ioyn out Of file electoral asatinblieS — aLurmiid Liu- Tu Meries 
Pularc. forhJX'Lied Silk: Legislative Assembly Lo suspend tbr 
King's, esencise of his funetboua. to place Ulc King and Queen 
iifflStf arrwt, &r.ci to iUrmfiuiL IrniBCdiitely a National C«i> 
wntim, elected by universal manhood suLTraiSs. 

Hie COKHUtitton tvihen il assembl&a at tnce prarfaimed a 
Iv lJulJ .lt and tailed, for tile- Itvif ert 'Mii.it of Lhe whale pujjlila- 
tl*H tb Clear llto invaders beyond the frontiers. The respeiew 
was 5n projtorl ion to Ilia patriotic moa| the nuasts had already 
shewn Tim historic- vlttoi'y of the edtiacfipt army aL Yalmy 
on September 2nd. L7D2, was an immediate ronaoouence af the 
political victory won by tot masses on Aujust LDLtt TJte 
Ctwpcflei&ft, uie Republic. anti ihe miliary successes of 17P3 
which clemvd Hie frontier ^eio Lta logical eonsummaltoTii. 

Much of Ihu popular rmsunderstPinllnB which react icm^rics 
in ri:ig.:Ln.r. have b«-n stole- t? r about ihs french Revolu- 
tion tok« ns riot If tun i ho dintoulty of LYirriprch ending with- 
out sm Adequate grasp of the background clrcumElaTKes; the 
draiTi-lic SUCCCSSictl Of events Sind CTiWS which marked the 
culmination of Ihc Etc volution in the period [toiyi August 10 th, 
1TSI11, to the pvarthrow 4 it Rnbetpierpe and Lhf Jacnhm 
ditto Ion hip on July £?(h, Et 04 the pusedl of Lbe e,i::i1i.4:.ru . 

th« Terror, the slvift* to the uttermost hclwecn the G. merle 
and Lhc yornbiiis; thr epoch iti the triumph of the jaruf-CULOlMB, 
the ' meni wi t hi pul L , lrcr^ , bL L, .;. , ■ 

Yet on a aohrr rn'irw, and in the liftht of Lta antuat 
causa Live cannrxdi.ciii, no period ibo-uld be more easy to 
Understand — ut less Herding aptftopy. 

There was, iiisj of all, in the,- Jirrl day; ol Eicptrmticr, 
I7'ii, liiist pl ig.nu the- priflftni which reacti iti-a ry historians 
hltow 4 .'- Lhe "SetHemljer MiflBaeTSt’' We who have lived to 
htltnr how real a :nc:iai'e a 'Tilth. Cnlurnn" can be are qaflli- 
hed te unili nitond the mui.-cl nf the Parisian masses tem be- 
tween ’lueLr duly to depart to Ink* iheir piaces jn Lhe aflrtJLes 
gunrdini; Lbe CronL lees and their fears for the safety of Lite if 
tomMies acid tif lhe ruuntry if they dvparLed IcAVicij; 3i Uindrrdi 
or "Fifth CttLumbLsbt" in h position to eiMiyerato with (lu> in- 
vader, who was already at Verdun, tow! to whom LongW'y hod 
already ht^ifi ha&eLy KtiryetlderLd. 
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The Gejiutaliasimo cd llw MTU n ItT-It e*l Uti on wry invaders, 
MjtTflhaL the Duke of Brensu.i-i’k, had already Lsjuog hif 
IDSlUiMlU! pro da matin in. ttuv.fltflrluj; tvm 1 [Own which ymsft-d, 
■Bud priMnismK exemplary putilshmenl I*/ aiLI. Parisiana whit 
Jlad. tir h'Hd might thcppfrfter. ■,-lfer any sort of -‘ijssult 1 ' tn the 
majesty of the King. 

ThO Bnu mi-wick .Itjnifostp vr^ issued, obviously with the 
(‘Cilhiii vui:: e - jji-, 1 conac n \ q[ thr Ding, Lhe Queen, jind Elio Court, 
bit July 2fHh, I7!IS. Thf reply of tlw petip!* -Of PurLf was 
Aujuat IGth, and, since She prison? were luLU *1 tlhfcir- arftiUid 
bit sUapjr.Dn uf -‘'quintin^um”'— jind Justly SO suspected in Ihe 
ByB.Jiif.i1v of i;jjos — Lhc topical l'j| law-up of the- storming of 
l lie Tuiltrimi ivlls the muss purging nf the pnsi:ns 
EVen n^H-Hin h-Hfc arc constrained (o admit tJuii these 
' llul^I in.un" hod no many friends in high placer; that {{hey wer-u 
likely to hi' released at :my Lim<- it. soivmcd p:: lir nvil I y safe to 
&.:■ an. Even reaetiDrcarice arc constrained trj pdirut that the 
masses. who ran duo tod. the? purging, did mate a serious en« 
di'nvnur lit neparah' Ibn innorent from fho guilty. and did 
rejoice sinreTriy when a priscnc; cmild he rclcarnd — ns vir- 
tually cnc-third nf them wepe released — le the efy uf Vrbe Id 
JiuEiOn' And whether they jdrfiit LL or raM., it is SL'U-evidetl' 
lhat the vengeance of Brunwieh, Lf he and Ilia CuUhtei'- 
TK'vnlulionary nranmpLicns had reajcltefl Paris, would have heir, 
far bloodier, and fpp mure indisCribiir.ille. 

Even sit, it was ait u£ly business, end tile Oily pew-Jhtldr- 
ary authority Eire people wOSld ILE-LeH to, Lhe OfltTimune of 
Parts, set up by delegates fham Lhfr Sections On tlW fore of 
Autgiud iflih, laboured incessantly and at test successfully. to 
bring Has summary L'iieCtitlona to SCI CTKS, kTwet depbrud (lie 
sy.ilhrrak outspokenly. hut £3Jd with JtJSliCe that those really 
to blame were Brunswitli ^rid his fellow conspirators at Court. 
Rotx-Bplrrro and DanLon had ho hDEid Lti the bnsine?s'; hut. Like 
the Girnndin leaders, they did uoUrnc to -StOJt tllo ctcofuliona 
Ofictf they had be^uii. But tSlOn It was B risky huainLla f*r 
n oyonc [□ inlerfefu, when et'on Ihe Commune neuld not Lil- 
terveni- vrithnut serious ri^k 

Similarlv 'vith the Terror. Kod the battle to the dedh 
totwi-en the GLeundbta find the Jo robins. If this is cr.vltflgec) 
merely as a vendetta between rival pijlifitaJ fa^thnu inler-psted 
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Ln nothing buL ehc difference bi'twrcjl being in uLlice and (nit 
or l£> this wlwle episode bornmct s niftl 1 liorittlf. desire- 

IbC to tiie limit in its evidence of 111* 1 fleplll LO wbttb men, riln 
■descend. But if we envisage it ss a anifROC phenomenon — Ibt 
fbiirl in which bft.'emes apparent the TltBTlls birth-pongs Of n 
DEi Lion in IravBJ], a new social ordsj struggling to get bora— 
[Ju> episode assumes a sign ilknurf of IrFSM: Imnnul^. 

Onihr- as^Jin as a background wo most omtsflee 11 m; French 
ration £ if troll Hided by imp3 arable foes- the Coalition of Kings, 
Hiltm defeated by Lhe stupendous dash &nd ■TiJli.r-ngO i>I Lilt eun- 
stri|)i tiYmU's and tin- genius oC tho revolutionary generaLt, but 
always xetatning ld the uttaefc, impelled by the fear of vebat 
WQilld happen lu thizm if ilu? revqlutipjiRry contagion CTORWd 
tJu.' frontlets Lb infect their own serfs nnd- vnisal pcopki, we 
iliusL I* bo Jllit, rouliKe that in this Fnalilinh the most 
dangerous and moat pemristuqt enemy nf lhe Revplution was 
none utber than Kins Ge-brgr III. nr, mciro properly,. big Fringo 
Minister, William Fill, and the aristocratic landlord-rum- 
Wbaney-^apLlaLlyi qlijjYaCtiy who then ruled fln-al Dritnin. 

If ivo pnt'isngo the trailer njhtEy, wo rJidh ere that the 
no'.vly-lwrn Fiftirh Etr pu&bc- 5 nt I nation was in imminent peril 
nf destruction over and pver again. H w aa gSVn-d, ever and 
our-r again, by tho Rdf-*acri0i;jpg stnadfoslnese Of tlte ItiaEEfe 
and theii rcvnLutipnjiry unity and wbdartty, And that ts (Ho 
paint: this putty nn.d snlldprify which ijrgral both the s1cn.d- 

fastness and Ibo creative rcvoliiLifinary initiative was. In danger 
repeatedly frnjn a scene of points of attack, The JfarobtnE, Led 
in. dalfenent ways at different limes by Marat,. Pfmton.. and 
Robespierre, wore npl farm ally the most ''extreme" of the re- 
vdlotinnaiy parties- Far from it, RnhcspitTre has beep 
described, with justice. as occupying the esant centre between 
the extremes «f Flight and 3. eft Qantran was, in the end. 
c , K«u'.L'd by 'be Tribunal, a I Rohcsp: me i iiLrlijjnUerc, f i:t bis 
''moderation.. 1 * Jean Jaures, by a inimitr study, waa able to 
reveal that Marat — misnalled p "monitor" ewrj since Cpnlyle 
slandered him. — was truly n kindly man, passionately on Uiij 
side flf jusLtee, espueiutly fOr tbu ''under^lud."" 

TliSl, hOWcVOr, gives us Hit cOrrOct itandjgutnt. ThS 
Jarubius went' able tu keep Idgr'.her the ^YejtosL atLaLnSbld 
unity and snlidarily Ln tho pupuLur masses becuuse they wort 
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prepared Lo 30 to (Sic IcnRthK nOQQtUHFy to $B,Y£ (he nation 
«ns) with it the gains of the Aev^lution . The Cinondms,. as the 
n'jn'r-.sonts.t'ATs ot the wfl=l thy upper strata ot the bourgeoisie 
—taking thpjr name from the region tbdr leadk'is icpr&senteril 
in Uw Chni>eH4iott, the reg-ion el Large vinc-growiers. wine 
export™, and shippers with lieavy investments in the sugar, 
tobacco* and rum manuIactcrJcs in the West lndL^s — were 
staunch for the He volution up to the point at which power 
rested in the hands ol their class. Hie upper strata or tli* 
bourgeoisie 

The |i r ; i ■:■ I i -r 1 : i I difficulty was that this upper sJrala Of 1]te 
bourgeoisie could not get tb thug point wiiliaut roiisitifi ini* 
action, not only tJte rest ol the bMMTtf&uJflfe, bul, still mure, the 
whole *1 the popular maeaeH, uissJ these eouid j:<h tv roused 
into action without rousing in. tiwm a. cOsivil lion at the n«-ii 
for and 1 rieir power ;o obtsiLn a fall measure of emanripation 
for ohf:m:=i;| VCE-- And Ihe ti UjiC-rOille ceroilaxy af this was 
thut the OUondlna — who, it must to rermsmJwred, ware origp 
■nally members Of (lie Jacobin Club, and whore members had 
at least a slia/e ef rej-ixinsibiii Ly tor tin- upn$.ng vl AllST-lFt 
10th. lTBffl- — (Vilen, tlL-jy rea£ , hi‘d (.lit* pa-inl at v.-iik-h they wwlinri 
to arrotl [he Revolution, mad begin tin? '' restoration of order 
found the country in a &itun.Li'jn in which. nr res -.mg- the Revolu- 
tion meant diiSipEtitljg tile revolutionary unity ivhicih was the 
sole TsarTiifr he Iv-veu the nuLum and cnslgwrndbS by the 
COUnler-rcvoLuiiiiniLy Invaders 

The Jacobins wltb foueht Ibr Girandina were the repre- 
sentatives Ot the ifiurr- laj>sitihlcd bnurgcnLsie, r g wall as of 
the popular masses in town arid country The 3l i Adei l"> d £1 L Irony 
involved, is Uiat ch* Revolution rould Twt be saved for the 
bc-u rfieo-isle wlLlibut a desperate altera pi, whirh. however un- 
iv|J]jngly, IIlc Jae-oliina hud to lead- (0 turn, it Into Something 
beyt-Tld a -jioujiii'ui v revbltltLim — sumetliing BppnosiJViSting SO 'a 
prolejarlaji-MciaEiM revolution, The Jamhin En-tScRvour to 
nKlOie br al lOuat mr.i uLiiir. lire vfiiue of tJlf assignat, their 
cd cryinc through uf Lhe sales of the confiscated land, their cn- 
deaveur fo establish an Ideally democrat-ie constant l-wi On ttw 
Canalil USibn <:J 179:1), their direction (if llin T(rrw agaiput 
spcculnt-pra, CUr/dilCy manipulators, inrompetrnt and. teachcr- 
ous getietals, nnd "Fifth Column ills" generally -In all tiueee 
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Ihmeii tv* ean see plainly the pTCSUPt of Ui* popular needs, 
and the tiiec that, after elt, th* Jacobins wm historically Lbe 
l«i!s of til* mussL-i, whom they roused, organized. and helped 
Is make art i calcic. 

A further priori: of this Lg found in Ihe occasion Which 
g-^ve rise <ci Hit TbermidojLan novedt Ol the t^nweayotf against 
HobeBpLefre arjri Jncatnn dummation. 

By liued the solidarity pud energy of the- mosses had 

BCtueeed aLI. and more than ah, ihat could be hejjod from ii. 
The nio^jma had beers driven from French, sod; the armies el 
Ihe fteputlic had pruvKid IhcmseLves to he (yd lent I vie |y ITi-.' most 
formidable hsih'diy force the world had known till ihen, The 
omsgriml. bands had been discredited pnd d.sfiircIcR,, as Of- 
SHn l70d lOIOeS, by the Kinds, to whom they find brought 
nothing but inihlary diassLs r. The ’’t'L[lb CnliLmisIs'' pt home 
b.id been currespuisdi nfly ci.-credited. disorganized.. end iIjs- 
IWISfd Thfiie wai rLILL speculutciic end currency manipu- 
lators’. bill Lhc- Terror and tile jyai Uptime had compelled I.ncm 
to be at least, d. scree L. The low at a max: nr. uni price for 
neCeStiriee — which our own wartime experience- pravr® 1o he 
mdjspuiisu'blu — had iHFen adopted ns fl flnol check, As de- 
manded by the prjsuku spehernw. r. ir. this rerport n l:=u, the 
Jocohln loaders wore pt'es-prinp a measure to levy a drasLie 
forced loan Oh the proved “erk-mic-j: (Jf the pen-ple-' 1 and Lhe 
£-ti£jpicioua]y ottr- wealthy now rich. This wps ti> providii- a 
f : Jjsd for public aliiirttkftce to "rLoeesgitnus patriots. 1 " 

It wa® the LhCcat Of this ‘"CSpiLaT, levy," with an scute and 
guilty COUSClOUanMa cf what iL miaht lead to, which begot the 
split Jh tlK Jacobin party £nd TJierttudOr. 

It gives 01 l important, cluo to the aotual situation tn rc> 
member that KobespletTe and Saint-Just Jird the i, Jnrahsn 
dirt BlOTS" COUld Otlfy In: □■rerOltlOWii by Jacobi ns, and that 
Rohespicm 1 himseLf had aoCYmncd hy d^rnying the 13 oh fit is la, 
the tore* I list hi' heeded. wltOn tho pinch cam* to .save h:m 
from the ThtThlMpflan. reaction. Alan, it is illuminating to 
learn sli®1 a CKHl.tr Lb U lory fiioUir making the masses Lukewarm 

te Robespierre"® peril war the inclusion of "the workman's 
wage®" under lh* Law Of maximum. Even so, Lhf pev) cif the 
!aL of Robespierre was received with glciivn and dlftre=1 by 
'lie rank £hd file uf ttie Army in ihiv field. 
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lit one term 0 / another, however. Lhc Revolution was 
loaMteomed !□ .Linric to an l'iMI sometime; arid iitete was 
hlsterJ tally nu possibility *1 maliLtatalnc IL at 5Ht; point upon 
which and Saint-Just desired Li cuiiftOl id-SIte it. 

Thr musses weiu LnipCllori hy ufgCfii necessity te demand PlOTc 
ar.d in oca, and would continue jo be so LmpuLlod until llw 
effects of the Revolution hud become -apparent in an increawd 
mid stuIjilixL-d inland for- WBgO-lsboUr uhd a CffirPfcflPWldimgiy 
stable condition of lhc market for ncre-ssur les, Henw B despite 
Ti.(tT33iida^ the maflaca In Far;,B made a whale sctu,^ of effort 
so regain the power, virtualjy te dictate the social policy of she 
Revolution. It was norabic that the customary slogan in these 
revolts W£s "'Bread' And Cwufitufteit pf 'fiS, 1 ' 

That was the glpgan of the last flicker of Lhe revolutionary 
flame.. the Can$pinuyf .-■ ’ Jiin Ennciic, leaned by (j-iraorhus 
hlaL.is-tit in VTJJf) — the episode in Which ?,] jtj< fijida Liie genr: Li -i I 
form Ol what wns te hpci/mc the Communist movement and 
Knrty which tteix h:m*clf. t.v i L h lYLsdericti Enffi'IS, w3s te 
tLEinsrorm and equip with n scientific ra n agio Lira aa. 

It must Suffice herr to note that HohccuE roLuitiCd Lo Site 
p:;in! at Which Rohcspicrre broke down arid prupOstid. alctfiS 
wlLh ttlo enforcement of the raspemlcd Constitution uf '93, .s 
dtaalie Ctarh scat Ecu -Of the superlluous wealth, of Hit rich, and 
its distribution to relieve the necessities el the poor. 

Arid that: 

It was ft=,v.,".ir wlin prod dimed that: 

11 In a properly organised State Of accioLjr there would 
he ncilhpr tich rair poof." 

-"The rich who arc UliWELUnff to surrender their sapSL- 
fluilles for toe benefit ol the poor are fhr poopic'a ertCmCoe,'" 
This, as Want suyS, is a "crude fmd uncivilized’' form or 
Communism;. hut none (Ite leas ft reveals itself unmistakably 
as a normeeting tranHitioUBl form between the Jaeotrirdam 0 -f 
Manat, who 'hated profiteers and pco fl-iecting With an undy. 
ntiff hate, and the SCLentte socialism of Kart Horn and bis 
greatest dLscLploS, Lcmn End Sfalin. 

It 3 K their const -.op.'ncss nf this affiliation that ,q:ves unLLv 
urati cnmtnunity Of IhpUjjSit and ptti'poaa to si I the wnteTf 
Ti;piesen(ud ill thifl vplumo. 




CJE1NEHA L INTRODUCTION Ft 

They all hriie a; Maraisis jind as Com-enunl-slE, In orde-jiL 
solidarity IVilb the jj i j i ■_■■. - i I : Revolution arid Joseph ii-lilm, 
the tiBrnter-Oearir of CnrTirriunisrn and bn.ttIe^]0Bfler of the- 
heroic ajruy aasd people irf the IbS.ftR 

Pter Marxism Iberia ia in the final analysis, only adc 
science — <he jiCSeuce of Ei ifiCOr“>- — and h.™ ■.nspirlug 1 in JC3- all- 
en-.ljrfl.tiu jv LuLalil,v iitat sclepCB tBsi bpcamo the^e ess-aye taill 
and StL Of (hem reveal- 

They show how- 1 vastly a, single historic period sains if it 
can be- seen Ln Lta true PPnnectloii in Llnf dev^Lu-pineii L process 
cf hnmjin SOClCty. Tlli b'beiwh HeVOltUfoSTL tvos □ EUfanlto 
fiK-nt from any standpoint, Hut It ia nest doer to iiblnLdli- 

Eiljle until H i? SOim egaiust a world. background AS ObL- ul a 

juries of elBgee Ln the bbtcricaL bceomlsig of Lmuitieoia or 
capitalist society, fj«n tn its sextuenee with live English 
Tsv'ohrtLons of J54U and itiM. ana litem 'a turn in sequence 
with £he Crest Protestant Koibrmallon tinrgaie In Cennany, 
these tli text groat uptrislnffs of the bourisM'jaie become com- 
prehenelble alike in respect of Lhelr JilsIotIc inevitability and 
ihelr creative InJlIallve. 

And. seeing them IIS this light, we oar understand why 
OUr i'rench con-.rsdes find svob a EUftn.in.in5 inspiration in the 
eonlemplation of their owp heroic past. 

As bourgeois scidely hud Lu get bora, nut n i'llsi: ul pajijis, 
jo too a nrw Society h£s already bc^un Id emerge aa the his- 
torical. cJTjprjinjf of bourgeois Boeiety. Aa the leitdai ruling 
system had to be- bUrsi asunder and destroyed to make pos- 
sible the safe delivery of the bourgeois society It had irnwlt- 
tinjjly prepared Ibr. so, too. in the end, the rule of the 
burnetii sLl l muat be mode to yLelfl to the imperious demands' 
■a! Ji istcrioal necessity. 

And ju*l aa the beroie people *1 PTanee, (he pcasnmLs. the 
■artlSBTSS, Ihp Intxiujure.. Ule peiit-twirrtrfotpu:, the intellectuals, 
nnd tho progressive busargCdKiato all COmhinrd to mrri and rruah 
■with their mraliation&ty courage, energy, and solidarity Uie 
embBtllod brats nf feudziL reSCtiOTl, SO once again and Oil & 
world Seale history presents U3 with the inrsrapable heed POr A 
parallel cauropi, energy, and unity to meet, defeat, and ecash 
out. the harharous hordes Of Bn even mere bestial xeatLton, the 
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bus's fll Nazism and Other varieties ol Fascism, which aim u.1 
□oltiing Etas than tte eirtlaveirtiHnL Of the whole world. 

Nothing is finer in this voEume than George? PeJitrcr'a 
UiortflMnt [KTixit Oiat Mjrrxtnn dialectical matonnksn-. is tbs 
Srnc heir and OOEilinUB I Lnn pE the brillifitU «lLishltqmeht 
fiflplijr of tiic BlCTCLapjrfJsf? at WHOM heatl fought, thfl LnLm- 
itnhlc Denis DidefOt, EhgJLsI-.miJi who hnOV Jlrtw <sur own 
English phileayphe.es, Emm Baton, IhriiUih Hobbes aiid Looke 
to Isaac New 1*tx were n.n indispensable preparation tor the 
cnlkEhLLTjnont jphiiOESpiiy, (an rightly Share In that vnihusi- 
pcide and hall Ita liberating truth. We Chn poLiit with 
pride to the proof advanced in the articles herein on the 
i'dntpc? end Lhe ylrlr as HnanswcJaHe (ffimonsfietinns of the 
truth thrt it 5= unLy he whose teoti Ste ILrmiF planted on the 
enrth whp can sat any wsy at all into the leaitn o( the stars. 

Our feet ere «□ the earth, It is totm; end so we shall keep 
them. Sul lilSt, after all, iH why, S.nre we atahd orent nur 
hearts Otid SDkr heads -tie anything but fm 'Jie giuund at In the 
mist: why liter aie free to make the (rap from the realm of 
necessity Lo that ct InriEdorTs, atld to hmL eh Ihp mWItflieBtS of 
thft human spirit- as ireajure? wen for u?, in aumimon with a!! 
mankind, as lisp! ™ lions, as weLL fl£ equipment, Bar UM con- 
quest? which. SI LB et fine* aux privilege aihf cur pride to bs 
forced to al tfl-nipt, 1 

We saluto the French Revolution, We hove, happily* ro 
nKd Lo be either trintind!fl or Jacobin, DantenLsl. HObCfp.OT’ 
rist, Moralist, or- HehcftiiL We are tor the H evolution at a 
gigantic battle won in the DQWfird rnorcli of humaaiLty, and wo 
3oin aur French ct>TPr*de^ in oUr conviction that :ls memory 
is. an imperiHhflbia sifiii Ihnt in our own day the F^ple will 
triumph yel again, and IriPJtipli th:e time in a way thflL 
will loaf. 




ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY 1 



Bu fftliiTicr Th&rez 
Deputy Fcr Stine, 

fhencT-al Secretary Of The French Co pi mm 1st 
Party. 



T 12E C«n muni Let Parly JiB3 celebrated the otw tiuwtred 
1 aild F.RjE-tb anniversary C? the Gte&t French Revolution 
^"th particular enthusiasm. Why doca the working class, led 
by tile Cttffricr.unist Party, ntlchrfllt the el 1703 with 

BUCh fefOOuT? To find the jtiswe-r, sue must note Lhe attitude 
Of different pecple to “he Fn-nrh Revh.tr ion. 

Ij^t iis begin with the declared enneries of the working 
daw aryj the coDiTTKin people in general — Uu FgsdEt. forriefi- 
Lejs of Tear Mussolini r*jJVs eat every circasLm against jilfl 
"irr-morni prindplei fl.f 173D." Tu the principles ryf the "J>e- 
t Liira tien ai the Hlghla of M&h Sbd the Citizen' 1 he ppposej 
the Fascist dnrtiSni' fie haa WlitLeti: 'Fascism is reposed 

to all thr- utopias mid innovallons of the JactUMns"; that it is 
a reaction agomst the ‘'"En.lightfnnient' firavejhejit and the- 
Encyclopaedists of thp eighteenth century, “ F 

Hiller pnonLaiins lh.it ^demc-Tracy is a lie."' His dwarf, 
G-oebbels, has written; “th* ycor JTStf- wHjt he erased from 
history.'' Gcehbelx does not know, or hopes to- me. be the Ger- 
man people forget, lhe ‘.houghl rsprcMod by Goetlie, the 
greatest of her poets, on Lhr- evening of the Battle Of Vafjny h 
September 2fl;h, 1252: ''Jiero and to-day begins, a new era In 

the history of thr wprld* and JTOU wnlj be able (0 Bay that >'L>U 
Waft there. "' 

The Fascists of France, agents of foreign Powers and 
hireling:; of capital. naturally feci Lhe same baLr-ed against 
lhe achievements of 'disc Great rtevuluLiun, aypLnst the ideals 
Of progress, of jiisLloe aiLd of liherLy Which it caressed and 
disseminated LhrtMiglidUL Hue WOTH. 

] Speech delivered al lhe Etufi-jilr Stadium, Prrlr. Jure 3ffh. lSB 
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The bMUfietilS Who do no! sympathise with Fascism hsvp 
2 diElLiruj-.lL interpretation O i the fireaL RcuOLJ[L£n. I’Or thsm 
173U was □ iiecessLty nndt a hciuh; but they consider, flmly, 
Lhat everything was deflnltelY by lire KewcdUtLon of 

]?a4; nnii, aaoMudly,, that great djys jjt the Revolution, its 
manifastaLLChi til extreme TCYDluLlij’i.jry addBCIIy and energy, 
are ■'ejcLKLauar"' (O- be B.t Least deplored. if not condemned out- 
iLj£hl. 

This -Opinion rdlccLs purely and Simply the dns? interest 
□f Lbs capitalist Imhi ngcols whom the RevoLutiati brought to 
power. Tile USt?ologis.1s a f dir bOuL'£EtilElj£ would. I ilia to el-e- 
vute die production rcLalicrls a? capitalist POnrly inlii eter- 
nal catcgorl-CS, The)- proclaim ■E-nhCiplC’S and arguments 
which -express the croncmLc and political supremacy ef llse 
bourffiOlflifr OS ofem*! LruLha. Those bourgraLs forget roiYi- 
pl-rfely (hat the flnidpjiflts — the arlstociory and the Clergy, 
wlLh 11 ie K.ne Bt (Iwlr head— Who wene deprived al llWlL' 
rights aiwl privileges by siie Revel utHm. hkowfec beLieved r or 
oratejsded to believe, in the eternal truth Of thfir elimination, 
over Ilia peoplei But the earth has not stowed iicming, and 
anoLhtr aystena of s-arlely, rornmnnlst society. wiLL Succeed 
capitaaisL society, in the same w‘ay us cnpifelisL society re- 
placed leudaL society. 

Yet. as in LjflS, it tv HE be rTrccaary t:) aSsial Che child- 
birth, That L? I tie rule til reroiltrtiQfi- The big bourgeoisie 
can no longer reason, like Ckruinceau, who maintained that 
ho a-eecplfid 'Lhe Revolution. en Safer" The hburgeeLsIu no 
JOBHET wishes to Sdrctt, and. indeed, rancioL admit, that wilh. 
out the July 3 -I lb, I TBS, without the August 10th, ITU'J. wL(h- 
OUt the Corr-mitlec ul PuMlc Safety, wilbcuL the Revolutionary 
Terror, the old order el things the feudal -tfsLem, could not 
have hr™ demolished and gwept away la msfca way for ibe 
new re-gLmic, Lhr cppLtaLlsl reginut. 

The tKiurgeuieie knowg ]ci lad. that the Revolution, bour- 
geois-dciriDcratic in its content, had necessarily le set In 
molian Lho pouresl and IYl06t mi sera hie- strata af the popula- 
tion; that, at least In the rirst phase, they had Lo rely an 
I hem. Thereatler Lhe enlarged swipe <ii the productive 
Igrcr^ imder the capitalist Eysferr:. lonrd fioni die ObEtacks 
of faudaLism, iwi only led to ibe ie enforce merit -of the 
power ol Lhe bat]neeolaLe“-st developed ninsiderably the 
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rift®, el thte jndwtriet proletariat: ""tJvc gravc-'di&scri of 

rapiLalism.' 1, 

Thr- wcirk.ng' c’iak, became mnsc-iau*. (i- ilsr-lf, at it? aim:s, 
nf }ht historic mission incumbent upon it as nr-prcsenti ng 
the gcne-raj interests -ui dbc propic BUM) of humanity, The 
working flftSS, ?. oeotury ago already rni*rd im own flag, Lhe 

flag Pi the workc-ra <>1 Lyons fiSTi}, of the Par^ino workers 
4)1 i!t4tt. of the Communards Of 1ET1 — the liog which r.im 
flies victOTOUSly OTOf a idsill of the- wprld- 

Jt is true thsJt thi-re arc men in the Liberal v. iiiu of 1 Ji-i: 
bourgeoisie who, even if they do not ku- so far os to reCUSHiiO 
:ii£- imprusFriptihje! rijlit nf Lhir wvirkinij-cltiss la f'evuly.tkiii . 
justify thfl deed:-, hmcvviT "tilrvuiLv’ uf tJu: i:iu?L tHiLijatuht 
bourgeois revolutionaries — especially UKfl£ nt ftOMepiOLT'c 1 
and the Jambins This is already an unporLdnL step forward. 
Lenin often cnvpbFS-Jitd Lhat 

‘■' ihe historians of the boursccdeie sue in Jncotjsriisnn a 
downfall. -|vj 'sink'). The proletarian hislaliblfe MBfird 
Jac.ik.n.siv: n* lias gruutixii expression uf ah oppressed 
olflffl In its stTti.esh' for liberation. The JELOObitlS SEW 
Frpnco thp best, ipodeLs of a denoKmUiC' rev-oiution; they 
rr-pcLIod an j\n e stein Hilary fashten the fOPilUdl of 
m anarchs formed, agaiiiat Use republic,'" 1 

Yet those rare advanced bsu.n't'jts who aid prepared IP 
jrecogntEC the merits of Robuspinsre ■:s[i'.k , ri:i Hobert and 
Mora:, and st:ll mere BabceuT- — chot is to say, those tvlw 
expressed the- internes of the tnim! ardent and cohibBtlvc 
seeLlen of the revolutiunacy masses. the sect-or. which p,t 
the METrt time was tht inert needy arid (he ThOS-t oom- 
pLetCly dlE inherited. They repudiate Bahwllf, who sketched 
the nisi Comm urn ft answer la Lhe t| UfcEt L-StrS- asked hy the 
tJtpk'LteL nlthe«gh, In view of the period;. In a tV-nn 
njocessBrily utopian. 

There also OXL£t some "philosopheri," BOmu "SOCLfll 
thinkers" whi* extol What they fall an etiiiwmlt "-Eft Tills 
-would involve, it Wu-ldd. ipprar. within the p&li tlCAl framc- 
’A-flrk nf SD, an economic orjg^niialiim of society. (0 OUSUre 
Tnnro justice. by dibbling; st the iotpurfl ULty 01 the owners, 
l Lenin: CwifcNji'd tt'iirlw, Vol. is. p. ETE. "Cu^ -J!Mob:n.jm’ 
rrjBhbm die WnrkinB Cla«t“ 
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0? the £OClaI jrtjasi las, :i:i<L distributing Lt::. r - to Uin workers 
l ud £Oad£iril Producers. These |.uaplc* bu$ie their neuron rig 
on 1]nj pasi; they look backwaiyfs. They do rot undersi and , 
Or do I.lI wan L Lo Linderatand Lhs.t Ihe task of I hr working 
■iLaas Ls to evdtve COrnhiuhist Society — to hrinj£ la birth the 
IftCluL'r row- ripening VriUlIn capitalist sanely, as the focur- 
Li^vis revolutionaries Li l"D-i had us Ibtir miss jar. tn des- 
troy Che feudal frHineWdlfft, Co mike ruurfi far that expaiK 
sion or IIjl capitalist system or production, which Lhe 
psoareso of technique and Ilia deveKmcieat of the produc- 
tive forces of of feudal Moiety Ltsell had made hecaflEary and 
liHillabla. 

Tilt French wooing class has mol to achieve ITS?: It 
must accomplish Eh® equivalent of g '-] u 3 t" ft® the people 

Of Trance—'thn CW>quwt cl power, thfi etlnhlishmenl of a 

dictatorship- of (lie pepfetariat, whirh will underc-sko the 
construction of Socialism, ?o that w® also shall marrh on 
the toad to lilt Communism which is certain and incvitublo. 

Outride Of OUf tanks, we OammiLnisls roe, the re-fore, n 
notable JivJaWHl if opinion shout Che French Revolution, 
ila course and ils achievements. Even amoncst. LhaSE who 
proclaim ciiemaolvca of (he Rcvalutipn, a.LtempLc arc made 
Id this or Ifcpt group of revolutionaries, of 176fl Lhis 

dr that Jliacorlc perspr-nlily; Girond.vs or JuouLin.l Danlon 
or RObeapjerit, Attempts are made la cut Lhe chain of 
PVttllS that lints thn Revolution of yesterday With the 
Revolution of to-day and kj-motcviw. LeL us te'iead. the 
words or the grant Virtor Hugo: 

''At an unknown depth Mirrheau felt Robespierre 

moving; Robeapieei' felt Marat; Marat felt Hebert; 

Hebert felt BaOwu/." 

ll r e who see things and men os Chmimmisls. as represen- 
tatives cf the working dui, can, like Hu(d, pay homage to 
the work cf all. Wo consider thorn, us elementa in 0*10 
smmortat and fertile achievement. We honour the memory 
nf isurh good artisan Ih cho French Revolution lor the part 
hr played. We asiute Mirahcau frer ilia proud reply to the 
King's mcSseriger. "Go toll ymr muster dial we eie hCTfi 

l irinmiip UlMiHdlnh ms* what wuold t-e Ti-urfeil id or die 
R Eht wlnj* ism rM-iOlurlor^irea They were. Ire r«i:L, th* ftprestn- 

txtlvec Ire the LegitlHELva AitrmMy and later In Che CaiLvenWon ot 
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in {ihrd ienor tu Lbe Will Of J-hs puupJt : uisd Wfi dhtl fcate 
only ai the pamt of the TMtJrtCHJt, 1 ' 

LBSv yCRr aL ■GroniibJc Wc hcmgurcd Lhe irntnuy of 
Barnave, tliat gns-Bl prutresi-ive bOUIgt*is -- 1 ypira .1 mprO- 
kin alive of his Olai-ft when aspirins to power— thlE Girondin 
whom the march (If Uie Resolution WHS to reject and tTlBh- 
A f: rlnjgfot aft? (ft Troyes, iicut USo birlhp.nc'c et DauLdn. 
aetitiier ufltfr also El urn bled, we JfeeaLIOd bit precept at 
rcvoltilinnnxy action: " Audacity, more audacity* aJwsj/T 

audacity," At Arras where he whs hnrn, we ccltbraltel the 
iiki|.i(j».IS memory of Robespierre, *J whijni Mirnt-rau hail 
said: “He Win BO Tfllt for hf belieores everything he 

AH, in dilfFcrrnL degrees, br.usht progress; they -were tlx 
till malOTE rvf Lbe r:: ; ^niHcejiL epL£ ol our Jicnple 

And w(: iL'main lailhfllS 10 Jlieir memory and tlie.r 
itrhievM'flHltS, eyiten we po forward. V.tK'tl we preparr our 
■ elves for I he nent revwLptiDr., as ’PPipK. laWirds Che s^R. Lhr 
rive r remains fj.thJul to Its SOUPCR'-' 1 



~.\ jr b:M ln,ui gniz.aiH, ■: 1 1 Che n.tiku:.|( c jjil l.< lul.i *hp k'.‘ p rp nppnjpt! !u 
die jYiSm (h* prop l* and sH#-t :ien-jnrtT. They fcoofc Ihelr ILUe rcem 
hae i-r cl Him their oii-runthnc rtpreseniaiivea were die lic-pm ihk nr 
Olnmdt En lJie Isrtr icaeiv chey allied diem selvae wdh ilw enunie: - 

rea-hl jcloniirleR dee rn*n m' Cut'leni aHd nil ntnic.Mian,- forreo a^alr^l 
line pregnuiv* u>fcnLH:r*Tli: reVeLuCKlnHcy Inrrm 

JocntilBi were hie wpi«iThi,cni of the pecty bovcMPis-j-i- ami ihe 

iiLr.:-H- i.i 5110 icwa-Ki» auppcfUrkg Utt demand] of Tim tfre:.; 

n**iii «r (he people Tuc lu-da «f rh*£c policy and n.iirv.ri wlir hr 

Jnund lr. (he ciudles wtiiefa fallen, TT,ay a-aL iVit n.i, rrhm I he 
-'Club 01 lht /B«ibin* J - iivt p. hj. fli, (he ipr.a or lire Ct, riven elxtri 
: lid hencef-nrlh Llipy Shim aim rnijvil M In >Nlllhlj|.ilH aiyf lhr 
}4'>nIlirurKgi |(H- iln-m.l:Hiii|. liEotl-I Iheif ixxrut llrl lb* Inp lirnrh • 
Une Cin4n oc unaiiarhed defyjdea nhe aai in ilw pii up re n ,-- ^ r, 

M Flnlne (Che Flaim. 




THE FOREIGN CONSPIRACY AGAINST 
THE TRENCH REVOLUTION 

ifi. 1 i l l 1 Jisieibs 

Vic^RKflLdunl Of The ChBTttber iif DeptitreS, 
Secretary Of The French Djmmunist Party 



THE P'r'flrc'-h ttuvii'utiUii, which 15D yr-aps ago rpiscd to the 
H found tile old feudal power, was expired. to plute 
Itakbed by the n-ueLipnary powers of Europe Who watched 
with friar Ik? prtxfoouKi EKsliticaL and social dtaqfat Lukinj; 
pJare i ra Franco True. when in Aptll. 1 7UD r the parishes of 
Kpaisce drew up Lhrir OatiiiTS rifi iJOfeO-TT-LT ■ (Epolt of Cam 
I'l ;i .! i’:; ;■ in preparation f::r in* nailing or iho States-GctlOPOl. 
d. rr.:n:;lr,;Li-.rfis of tnyifty und respwt to the king Were Ike 
rule. But (fils Loyalty -if the popular masses io myally va.- 
to receive severe blows. 

It is Ln fact tine Ihal in ‘Jin CcJiicrs Sc Ooleuvcej whirls 
burr witnc^si to Ibr veidth and drpLh of the sr-riaL motvir.cni 
fci£ the whoi-C of Pianctt, therm was .. general l. nrti.riLy 
to em'liMe lire hint from all responsibility for the abuse or 
id royal power, while at Lhe st.n:r- lime deblfil'idj Wtre ruidi 
for Tail: nil nhill^es in :Jw fix i:ijj and Levying tif luxes. 0:1 
the iii.msti.rfi of property rig his and (he suppress! on of ex- 
cmplirais nnd privilege*;. 

The Klim alli-mpted to offoii' the Joint mwlug of the 
three Order*! (tinipcislliif the State-General. but hi® “tSfC - 
slops” cootil POt prevent the march rjf everts sn Fa. v Kir uP 
tfu Tichi £tat. that Is to say. in favour of the bnureceLsk 
■Jiho. I la order to establish between mrH the Tula' irjnp (tf par* 
duvlioh which would curtespruid to (tit? Ptal e of Ihc pnodur- 
Llvp forces of tkn fime w: nled to dealTby evPtyl hlng In the 
hJd regime which cmesl Muted obstacles (o lire dv veins mini 
of production and OJtrhnnsr [do tap any freedom. WflrtSeiiahip. 
CiUtirfOa, rights of lordship, e(r_). 

t The ThT«- Ord»Tj» w-hjth jvuCIh ii£ the Uit'-Uvarriiis 
r ■ i ■ 1 1 ■.* i:'. 1 1 1 were 1h*f r.diis -l icv, i-i k L- U - h’ v si cul "h* Tlffcs I .in i iTharil 
r?p+:iLn; jii.i'Il- Up 0(f flHinr PXL'hnitpd Ijiiiil Ills- l'ir*il I'.v i'l KikVi rC'-ciSEl.- 
lulknAlk? H»t stparate^. 
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[1 19 fciwtvn IbBl OH June i^d, tfflh), Louis XVI l ■.'i pruts hi; d 
hLB determination to maintain Lbe dislijicLkm between the 
three ■OrCk'TtJ. decljaTrng null She (tension!; I a km by the 
deputies of the Third Betels. El i* also knawn LhaL Jit reply 
to Ike -■ do proux-BreKe, who ijilijnatod Ih; 1 ofdur to 

the dt! pullet to teave the assembly chamber, BaiClj. FroeJ- 
■flelll Ot the Assembly, replied: " lL appear:; to me- Lhat tlto 
Holton llSBLUnbleA runnoL rcre-ivc undcr.-s’' — While Mlftil^uil 
hto iBmtuUt retort "G& Luil ycrar muster tout IVe iu%- 
hcre by deci&lon of 1 1 uj proph.: and ivJtL only leave at the 
poml *1 bByonrte-" 

t-toy-S- power had Lrtt.'n cJiefkm&ti'd to the ilrects they 
CSjedi b ‘ Vhtv to Tze*s i.Lorid live Site Third Estate t . This 
ItoOpS were up JiHvqisr fill able, and the Nine, minium vl 
the rUSlEtonce gf the Assembly, had rid nJtornn.Li.u-c but to 3^J-: 
‘Cl they will nnl so Lltey Will remain-" 

Thla vi-rtsry of the Assembly xuooesiivfily drew the 
rtiBju-ijly ot toe flHiiEy and a minority isrf the nobles 1 o Join, 
the Third Estate. On June ""th, 1 III- Ltirtt himself entered 
his J, |f 1 yol eter^y" and lito ‘'t&yaL ncWcs” to take lltolr plans 
111 toe rtsseinbijr, which uk July !lth toesi. lhr title Of CtMirli- 
luenl AH&emhly. 

Absolute muLiliflfJ hflCt of-ased Lo cklsl m Frpn™, but 
Lhe royiil family by no nsf'ims ru-L-upled sUril a defeat, 

Thu CoBjlL dL'Artoii, who laler became Charles X. and, 
the trtetidi ot Hark- Antoinette, planed to ™3 IbL-mBctvra 
(if iKl l Assembly by a emip i/u fOrC if, From .Iuhl- UOLh foreign 
rvjimenta atltl OlhtT corps of troop* wore bftuUtnl to PtlTlk 
Ju this way twenty UhiijkuPiI im-n u-fn.- ™*i*t;nl rated around 
Pans and VeraalJkei, while hJ] SOrtE of niirioUfs Ctmitote-d 
about Ltl* diasoluHon of the Assembly and the LtrPtRL 3f Ike 
Elrputi.es. 

The AsKLitibli'. which oil ihe proposal oP Mirabisu. bad 

totmretrd. the withdrawal «r Um bumps. V.US met with a 
Juaufihly refusal, Ofld Lin the jtoSl dny, Meeker* was ordered 
to leave France without delay, whim in ihe rlreunutanewa 
-was 9 pruvocaLidtl. 

it is fasy to Lnia6l' n h the emotion [bat Ihe dlsrraisHaL iST 
] Fj-u|iT*At Mllil-sli^ -"f Eiuinr*- 
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Jfecfcer pr-ovo^c^JL amongst the pc*m]B.r rmassea k'bo were 
Jipnuvtnd hj- tlw fear of h "gpint Berflvriamew oE Patriots." 

OoraonstratLoms of patriots took place ihnmfbfliit Fails. 
A foreign regiment, the ,L Roya] C-ercraim."' e-Jiariod tka 
demonstrators, and the patriots called tor airr-s- TJm French 
Eusuvis tefl their barracks and joined them. 

Seeing the Kins' using a fnreign regiment ogujiust them, 
1 ho poopte Of Pari:- imnioiii ;i LuL ;- 1 took eiierjjetic measures. 
Oh. .July l^th the :nr:;ir. was rung at a]] llte Churches, [ini- 
i' l"'.’."! : 1 :- ’ 1 : - jarmod with pikes and swciidsi lik'd Ukffrijgb the 
Streets and demanded muskets. The clecLera el' the TIuM 
Estate to the SiHCea.GerieiiiL mcL in the Hoiel de VrUe (Town 
Halil and instituted. In mClIHun v’itlL the Bureau Of the 
town which was cum posed af (lie ItluielUUlls' provost Slid 
the b Idermim . a Permanent Committee', which assiuticii 
ip citric ip,s|, funntmiu ara was charged with organising a Civin 
niuLtia, which in a few Jiauja h:id eilfhllud AShil'i men, 

Tho following day Lhc taking of the Bastille led Id the 
(•apif'ii Li;inr. (if Lhe King. On JuEv 15th. ijt fact. Lotus JtYI 
hiMself ctanpi:nr'i*d the dopafttllc of the IfoOIKI 0^ l4fh 

ho renal led Xnrker oh the LTtii he went LO the Mulct de 
V\U* wltm he received u tricolour cockade Bui uiCBntirne 
the prince? snd ooujliers were taking 111* POSd Ol cenigrafim 
to p-lot ngnirsst the PruiKh Hi'VOiuUoin 

The Lsi k in r; o( Lho Gastille Tuld lJMn Slfika] for uprinags 
Lh the provinces. FnlloWLOfi the OJL-umplKr of Paris, the pro- 
vincial towns Elprinr-d new MUmC-ipal illCS and Ihc mil ilia was 
transformed icLn a NjliOLiai Limn'd 

The people rase npujlist UK fainWFfiEnciuls,. ^lonst Elie 
steward^ agafest the feudal lords, The armed peasants 
lhn."jv thcmsi'LvrsK nrt Lhe cJiatwm; and deitfojed die deeds 
which mid down feudal rights in the purify-in*; flames uH 
fire. 



Et was ill lllls alinoepherc of demonstrations Of force by 
the- papular maMffi. that- the events pi lllc hi£llt- Of August 
Hth 1'iuk plate, Several nrisLptratic dtp il Lie 5, waiting to 
ensure the “Hatred TiglU of JHMptrlff " against the pejnilar 
move meal, (woposed to proclaim eguallly 0 L 1 tsxalipn, die 
abolition of those feudal rigEds Which constituted servitude 
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and a dtvlordLion that-hlS other reudBl rifiiil* wmr nr-douinable, 

ISnlil two o'clock ir. Ibr irmrnir^g thr deputing voted isn 
the supneasion pi slHLutr^lubaur, bunLing; rights and cither 
feudal -riui-T-, as wei | as the alkali: ion el lithe sine wardi-’i.: iiip, 
town and individual privilcgas. th« establishment of tree 
(■!i'j.rL> of j-.w Lice ..nd lh.r cligihiJ.ty of every nil: sewn to alt 
pnetts. Confronted by th.4 L unleashed' popular forces, the COnStl- 
Li.i-n: Assembly in a few hours hod rnnserjated ootid]' a I unity 
and thy dij'.'. rjtL-il. iyf Lbo essential basis of Lhc utd regime. 

On August 25Lh the Cofiitlliwct Asaembly vsslt'ii Lhe 
Declaration of the Rights of Mori ahei iftfiTireseit _ts OirOFts to 
ntsoLsaLe the King With Its work. But LOUjs XVl nmr 
accepted an j Lbi ng until it was an aecoropl lulled lart, a a he 
showed when he nrtused Lo s&TielUm llte decrees 0# August 
4th utid urbanised a dL-monst rahon against Lhe Cwisliluent 
Assembly by bringing ib I lie FlamSm Rcs.imrnl ^ rrinfwire- 
rrmnts 05 Vcl-sillles, Oil O/tOtWr lit. 17J9, Ihtf offlWt'S of this 
tekiJhe.nL were invited to a tkltiqiwt at which the royal family 
was preseilL. During in* courae Of ibU bnnqgH these -urt'lre-rs 
cried: '*&swn with the coloured cockade! I>t eaeli mire the 
black Cockade (Chat or the OdtHTi ) . Tfiflt'5 the right one!" 
Tciv Jtawa LciOt the tricolour cpc’fcad^ bad hron trampled 
underfoot SOdEi spread, and, a; to July t the Vnr.pcr of the 
iioaaa&i ruse. 

It was then, Oh Uclo&or 5th ITSfr, that MM armed 
women led tar V£paallJcf h tlragsuis cnnmHUj with Ut™. 
They forced (lie King to return to Paris, A-here lhe Assem- 
bly rejoiiued him on October lath. 

The deputies were diatuTty-d by ihe popular derryinstia- 
CLH-J which arose partly Rfum the Itfd Cfhnomu’. situation anti 
hunger and parLIy Irena the tear that the revolutionary .achieve- 
ments already WOO mighl bo destroyed. The Assembly 
dreaded silling .n Lhe naidst Of the arrnod people of Paris, and 
on October 2dLh. 1 7B9, dSCXWd martial Law, giving tD lllt 
municipal .Lius “the TEglit to disperse- Tiolcuu nssr-niblage by 
fOrre.” Only two men came out hgaiust- this decree: Robes- 
pierre at the rostrum Of the Awemhly and hfnrai in hts paper, 
L'Ami d« Peupk (The Friend of the Pccplej. 

Pollowlnf this, on Ibc wcasinn of the celebration of the 
NatlonaL PederatiMV on July iith, i?St}. the K.ng awora to 
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ri: jinLui:i Lhe CansLiLulierc. This unLuraLly £avc birth So lixwli 
j 1 1 i.i l :: : i . a:id m-nrliuic- lac u-iri. K.ru:iiK wed? pleding gn i:i:sl 
France. The c-iri inra'.iui i hud nLarLed nci the mcmra 1 ci t the 
fhLL cit tl:s! Dcsiiili- arid ron: i:i u(-d during ] VfHI, afli’i lV> do 
cree nf the Assembly a bulba i-ng the rights <i i tj : i h l ! i t >■ , and. 
alsn during 173L niter tlw Sight cii the King and dig arrest at 
Yaifennes ui:r. subsequent suspension.. 

Nurrjerous cfTicc-r-.i, whs put their Ls.va'.Ly L:> the Kinn be- 
fare their Iryaity tu die .nati-un, emigrated end went to TS'orUfcf 
-where lire Prince u-L Ccmle had anZiiniaed am army. Tin? 
CacinL ci Proven™, the futiirE Louis XVIii. a itlLiijee in 
Coblenz. prorl aimed himveLf regent durinu the ^captivity'' 1 a I 
his brotlier, and. Drjjan.zcd a goverbrnutit of which Cdleuinft 
was Lhr leader. 

On their side 1h£ ftiiijj and fciueeJI plotted With frirnds 
abroad, arid at the Lime popular opiU-t-ia dtr-v.mw.l the " Aus- 
trian C^mfiftittetf" Jillinii at the TuiLerite. 3 

Tiie juggle ui Frurice were aw-jiTu oC Che pi*:; which WK-re 
hnu-hed against the nation, buC far from Del ran cost down by 
this. Lhcir lSj’ij-.nLiiin was exalted End (he KlElC bi-COntE Ihorr 
susprcL. 

At fh* bc-ginning of 1702 new movt'irnnl- developed :n 
Jhr countryside; chu Lerrurr were burnt dOW.fi fihd the peasants 
IV-fiJKi'ri to pay feudal tint's, which, though atw!i •til'd, were 
Still in lc.nl heing levied. 

n 0.1 urn liy. the King pursuing big pulley c-J duptU'lty. wh-'v 
J4rjl m - i ing io the C'^ns li-luliun. of L7[i], explained at the Mirif 
time to his brother, the Cmlul (if Provence, ''Hint he find nd- 
hertd solely PUL- Of IV-iir of an 'inCaLCUlabLcr sl cirm 1. In the bepe 
IltDt the people would isaim be disjfJalriS With IhlE ghgierd 

Oonatilution end would scan !cl him supjpmBS Lt.‘ < 

On July 25th. 1752. ihr Duke of Brunswick published ilis 
laments mamtoalo at the request of the Queww Marie- 
AnLajtn-Uc. Tilts mani Insto, ir. lhe names cl the Emperor of 1 
Austria and llie king ol 1 Prussia, turn, t timed the followitlg 1 
tbreata 

‘'The said majOtLIes den! n re, miireovey. on their word of 
EmjKftir and Kin£. that If the Chll(ca?i dr.i Tniltfries is fbrrod 

L The Kcjul PaiiKe In Fsri(- 
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ar insulted, that if the least violence is eninmitLed Against the 

K:ng, the- Queen ar.-c th^ Royal Family ‘Jury- will ^y.pet 

an exemplary and ever mcm-or able vengeance by jli:I - n: i LI : nc 
■Jit; tpwn of Faris to- military execution and toLal submission.” 

Such throats rparred Paris and France- in a mug'tiiikenL 
outburst nl icelirg against thi- King, urecijM cr 01 f-pneign 
Pbviers, :i::d Lhc- day til August tilth, with, the taking of 1 be 
Tuil.KTi.tts, was the reply nf the people at Furls t® the- inso-lerit 
-diiiiritx- lit like Duke of Bj' ajLswick. 

French royalty tame L* an end marked with ?He alamp 
of ireuaon. while the people of Frants- with thetr army *T 
^cobblers, 1 " was 1u inflLct at VaLmy tlu heaviest of defeats 
upon the emigrants and FerelffTL IrOPpa. who had come to 
Fraiidn convinced that their mere presence- would to 

vEirtjtliih. 

A tier Ibe heavy defCBb w-'hl-rli had been inflicted upon 
them., "lie Lraitdrs dt Cflftlens, who had (nought it would 
he r-ulikienl Lu apptar tn France 10 rout the armies of the 
Republic and arouse popular enlhusiasm, attempted Ln obLain 
by conspiracy what they hHd r-.it t.Mrcn able to obtain by force 
ft! anna — the ufLlflhliie *1 the new revolutionary oriiur. 

Already -Ml Au-gust llllh, 1792, the eve- of Lhe phOClame- 
L.otl of :1»L- Republic, M fi-rn I bad -warned the people a£Enha' 
the aiFnIs of the this-my. and wrote: 

“1 repeal. Lake hrr-d nf reacLion. your ememifiH will not 
.spare you if me th-ce comes back to them.’' 

And he added: 

“M® one atytuorg the spilling of blood more than rnyscif, 
but to pTCVKIIv floods he rig shod., 1 think L( is hfltier to spill 
a feur cuopt." 

It i.t di:l leu It not Id think. whetl repeating these words, 
th^f if Franco atid bin acCOmjllLces had been tried and 
spatr-fiepd by the Siparck-r. Republic prior to July ]T 1 h. IHrifi. 
the deaths (if inns pf Lhcuaands of innocent mt", women, ond 
children would Lidile bCOn avoided, 

Marat gave proof at llh; same lime *1 hi F dea r-sijqhLrd- 
iwss and courage in denC-lincini; Lhe foreign conspiracy egaihal 
the nation, a rraispibacy Which IVDS- Bubpnqumtly to bo iul- 
m piked. 
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Thr Count d.'AntraiSYftj Was a sort of Minister nf Feti^ 
ill Venule, fit the Side -Of lilt Count d£ Prov'eme, having in 
Francis a mr-Lw-tja-fc. of J»LlC* spies and informers. The polkm 
*pw‘::, (homifs to corruption, penetrated everywhere, even into 
the jifKlrcs o( tlw CVanraEtlee *r Public Safety. FuTlhiim-.-uie-, 
thp instrur-ions BiVETl by Ute Ejifiksh Government to Ltfi 
anissarwK wet<j very PTPi'^P. It Vim the task of the English 
agents io set Or* to the ATMUalE, til* fodder Steres. eLc. 
Misrmjver. Lbpsp agrfiLs had been Jnalrurted to t3 idCK^CLii llifi 
fliadgrnui 4 French paper meincy) and refuse any without lhe 

tdyal elfigy. 

It is rasy to wnderslawi the object pumwd by the 
enemies of France. In f fleet, the SMlflfjatS wen? EtiflTflEilepd 

by tlie estates of the Church, declared to- he nations] property, 
to whinh lain were added Crown Lands and the e* Sales of the 
liii igrnitls. 

Tli is monelHTy jys'.m brought: ghaut o great charge in 
property, and a pens: dri-able increase ln thg- number of Larjd- 
cwners, whirls mils: il nfced a real revolution in land hnldingS, 
the conseqt*cnehs of whirh hove never been elTarad. 

Bu.1 if the agents at the Ccdlapa (if the time werked 
actively in France, the tiiufrfdes of Lhe Revolution sErKid 
their network: nf eonUIJ-lion and pmVuiaLioti. The biitltfflf 

PeiTegeauiL, whum Bonaparte was liter te make a senator, 
Crmander of the Legiur. d’H-jnnonr aitd tegenl Of tile "BimV 
of France, cr-sured tbc liaison between (lie EngLlSli Govcnv 
muni and those who were called the jidirrli {rotten 1 , 

This same English Girvet nine tit. Which wgfl prndrnt Ln 
Vie matter of direct intervention In the country, Out in favour 
of the formation of a ''Fifth Column,* whs behind t-he Up- 
Tislngy whirh tnnl: plarg i:t the Weal el Ftflll-T-C Tile lOhdeV-E 
rtf these uprisings were finaneialiy and £Ol if ie-till y supp-icted 
1>y the English firvucmmeal. 

MffrctlTW, the Wap of Vendee was added to the wflr 
against the foreign Powers which Lhe young Republic JlBd. to 
-fhec. Whilst Lhe situation in the departments h-Sd (Wfhiip* 
made the forma Linn nf a "royal. Catholic aamy 11 easier than 
elsewhere, TLevi'T-JK'Lass Lhe band Of the foreign Powers -ran 
he seen in the revolt ageOtlKt the HeplkilLcan powpr, 
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The Ua:ejfin. conspiracy had to iln^i support in t'rsnce. 
This. Lbey did Sty corrupting meit who, jrEtcr having served 
lito RejiiSbLiC Rr n Uirif and up 1o 4 pertain slag, 1 or 1L5 de- 
velopment. did not Eiesilale to nunc to terms with fgrEtgn 
reaction. 

''DurEbfi Till! muOtJijr o£ July and AUfiUiit, J7B3. til Ihu 
tEm« uf the ureat internal and external perl In.. the existence 
or a group of business men which was attemjtlina to telie eke 
rebut a! g£rt/0.nHHint an as to be iblo Id specilliJt at "Jl-.'iL' 
ease waa denounced to tho Jacobins, and won after wb-s dc 
frooi iJi-e rostrum ol the Convention. It was athtod 
that these buslrasa men, who penpiTRicd into all the 
CMnmLUeen and everywhere where (litre visa pnwer to bo 
exercised and a profit to be ronde. not only bud in -mind 
making a torluK, I)U(. Ternived inrpimtinn from 'fa reign 
ascitis', agents 0: Pitt and t?F Cnbdurg, and that 1I1 rough 
them these agents were prr-parinjj the pe-rsinhji.sh.ment. of the 
mcnanehy.' 1 

Karnes of 'riitton' p,Lrli.-jnn:nia.;Lcj.t, in euiiiaft with 
Foreign agt-nls. were whispered. Their rrLifchiu] activity scon 
became cCTbinori knowledge 1 ' amongst Iho people and brought 
(host' guilty Of it before the 1ribUnalx. 

While Ddounoy. dupuly uE Anscra T speculated 111 stocks 
0: the CompogRii; dtr i idles, which had, been purdwtod hy 
ihe State at grout ok pause (a* Utose Of the C<imfHujiii* Toiiilt- 
ciJL!is?i-! iij «ie haw: in uur oUn time) , Fable d'Eglantin.j’, deputy 
■and poet, was stDck-jobbiilji With Delaunay,. and St the a sane 
time sold shoddy boots Lu Lhe Army in order (0 pay his debts 
and to suppocL Lhe adlCSs CanoL'Tie Kemy pr Is, Msrcnoy. 

During this period (as in. fact today j wnimui played a 
Vtry impiirianL rule Sn Lhe COmip(i™i and conspiracies Which 
ths First Republic had. to sulTer. The unscrupulous ctmlrac- 
tor, fjc-Ahhe d'Espagnac, LCVCr *1 the former Coutltcsa el 
Btaitfode, had as prolertor a stodt-jali.be te dopLity named 
Jnlicn de TnuEoiup- 

The former iL’Iar Combat. who had b-ecumi: a, deputy, tO$k 
ftir wife the sister Ol the hmLtieis Frey, AUStriBU bankers 
jin*; ek-contractora <il the Emperor Joseph HI, who, with, the 
E 1.0 C*mpltotl Pitrlemcnlulre Mills ]n Thheiir, ty Albert OJalhir*. 
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COEmivance Of Lbe "rttf'Ht"' had bevcine contractors snfl bBhk 
era *1 Hit Republic. rjie aeptily Basiie, ji friend trf Chaise L 
and. Jo^er til Lbe BarmieSs Palm d Adders, bi» nrlvenlti re «5 
Wist ‘was in receipt of a pension from thjp Dutch trevUTt relent,, 
a.Lau- figured rJftutijf the corrupt. 

Owrtols, cewijjatrfok OC Dardun and dtpOty o£ Aube, whn 
suptslhd bwf to the Army without £u]fll3lne the terms of the 
coiLtrBCte, maintained a very close relationship with the 
Duchess oE CboiiwuL 

Amco^S the “re Men." wo ibnuld further fiiV^eie 

cud FnuLLlcr, who took national property during itieir 
mission to VmwLusc; Rarras and Ercrcn, w|» sn Marseilles 
appraprujlnd furniture end sLLver belonging tp ihe former 
nobility; there was Tatlieo, lover find, later hllS-hfllld of 
Theresa Caharras, daughter of h Spanish banker and former 
Muraulse p( Pontengy; thcr-e vfB3 thf dtijeiS of Liege, Robert, 
deputy for Ppris, who paid: his debts with tun he: had con- 
fiscated; Etter« w&g. EJeirault <Je 3flehsll.es, former protege of 
Marle-Aniolntiite. whom h.-, colleague of the Committee of 
Public &flfety Buspt-e-jed of being in Hie nay of f eioign 
Powers, 

Duntnn was the rabid defendrr pf these "TOtlfln/' and 
he bimseli' did net est^pc .suspicion and was accused of 
flavins become n rifli property-owner in Aube puci Paris, 
while prior to JT3H be hed nothing. 

ALiHigsi.de lbe rerrupL, making use of them, contributing 

to Use corruption,, were the direct agents, of the foreign 
Flavors: Pereira, OyLbuissore, the Belgian Prdi, Pflafleira, 
the brothers Frey and their mnm coJI nhorater, the Dane. 
DledrfctflML There were uLso ll>fr Spanish grandee, 
G-usman, banker and 5nlrieuer; the Prussian, Baion 
Trench; the Engliah banker, boyd. aceuwd of correspend ing 
with Pitt, and ii'su the Baron tk Buis. 

It was in she midst uf cilia- treason sod corruption that 
the Committee of Public Safely, led by tbfi Jaeobins Robes- 
pierre and Sajni-Jujt, tiad to Lake extreme nwasurefl tc 
defend the Republic- ho this ronnactldn, Lan in. has clchned 
tlse- achieve menu of the Jae<j bins: 

"The bOUL'geit'B bislswsB.ns see in Jaeobtrsl&in a downfall. 
The pivilelari ji: hiHtorkns nesprd Jam bills re, is tile grratPSt 
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exgHreaaiOA at an oppressed visas in ice slnigigle tor liberation. 
The Jacobins giiVf Franuoc Lbe beet hiSdelS a dnmacral Elr 
rwdiiiiiob. they repelkd in an exemplary fpstiion die 
tian. el HKHIiareiru formed against thn Repu&lLC, The Jacobins 
■wi're- nil destined. Jo win fl complete victory, PhK’fly h-waiuie- 
eJ g lYLeetitlW et'L t4J r y fiance was .surrounded on the Continent 
by countries that were (no hack-wand. and also betai'se F*anru 
ilscli w£= rtiil possessed Ol (Ji3 material requisites list Social- 1 - 
L:;n: , since there weie no bante. no naplLulist syndicates, no 
machine) industry, no railroads- 

’■ 'JacoLCnisBi’ in Europe -or on the boundary li:ie between 
Europe and Asia In the [vcotielh century would be Use rule 
pE Ibr revolutionary class. wf the proletariat, which, auppprl- 
e4 by tho F^::rt'il pvSiOtite and relying on tbo pr=*etttfc of the 
maKfria] requisilei Jut 1 ah advance Kjwurfs So^ialutm. eat Id 
not only achieve the satl'i' treat, Iber-sdiCtabte, unforgettable 
stung? that vun- achieved by the J-tlCobtri-j af the oijqJi i-eehtlL 

century e-oi could r-.lsu:. Lead to a permanent triumph of the 
tellers oil fl vn.iv'cr.ra] scai-e. 

"it is natural fat the bourgeoisl e to hate Jacobinism, IL 
:s natural for i he petty taurfledsie io lear it. The 
cnnsrisu.% \v >ri«-rs and tuilerj. IllvC Talth ih IhC transfer cf 
power to Hie rcvpLiitiwtary oppressed class for ttwi & the 
eja=n.c« of Jr.robi nisju. find St 13 the only escape rrgm the 
present crisis, :li? -Emly wvj- of sioppijijif economi-c dLsinfeErii- 
Eton and the wnr.'i 

The Fircnoh Revelation waj- ai.™ to know the tt'esison of 
it? jriner^Ls, snarling ivith Dumb Uriel, officer Of Ihe -fl-ld 
rflgimi-, bought by Louis XVT, and an upponenl oT the J3>0W 
ideas end of the .social chunges Hint had come I tom (lie 
Rr-volutioti 

Minister of Foreign Adairs ih file GifOlidliS Cabinet in 
17fl3. he attempted to pntripiLaie Hut rr.Sirh of events Which 
went to result .71 war, for not oi)ly was Ibis tlie dtnlfs Ol Hit 
King, htit :l vea? also his own adventurer's plan, because lie 
hoped ip gain advantage from the war. 

He tvai nshimahdtne the army of she RepuMLc ai 
VaLmy on September Zfldl. 1792. and instead of USUIS' Bd" 
L-antijjt cl the victory that was esineS, he n^fyibated with 
L ,L«>n: -C'uilerlrd tVolri*, VnL kv. Fart J. p, ITS. 
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•Ike Prussians. interrupted hostilities and allowed ;Jlt; Friin- 
sians to rati™! without nnssriLsing. their pursu-l, A lew 
weeks later, on Nmftnbof 2dth, 1TWE, the Baroof Of the 
■Oarrupiirai of Dumopriirz, and &Ijo 1 hELt Cut Wi rattan, U : aa 
dLsrvive.red behind a secret pane) IP flit ■TuilPlIeB, 

Di;mi.iiiri:s had hi 3 friends ;•!* wc*l'Mcnn«ti) cor- 

rupter, ex-AWm- d'Espatyuip, and he had bet-n aUtwtng Imc^ 
fiulax transaction which also branded h:m na, one involved 
itl cOrruptlmi. 

Accm«d before Lice fTomirullrie of' Public Safely p[ pur- 
suing in Belgium and Holland a personal pcilr;. eanlrprj; 1 o 
Ibp interests bf the Republic, Dumciurier: wp? defended by 
Dantan, ■who slated: 

J, He dc-es not neaped the CubveoliOn, which he -rails & 
mob of igOMirnUaej a'ld sCOUmdreia. Eld he E 5 oil? only 
man u£ war. Let us keep him, but a[ [he intone 
watch bin.'' 

On April lit, I7B-3, flour MprewnSaJIlves sr.fl ihe Minister 
•of War wcn5 to the amiiw Lu- irdiUJil DunswrlK [bat he 
was relieved of his cbmiHlbd, and asked. him; Do you 
■wanL to imitate La Fayette. W'bGOTl you so mindly ocbdenUifid?" 
In which the General replied ‘I duwbe-v, put 1 ohSy disobey 
tyranny." 

The repreaentatlvaB and the Minister were handed ever 
to file Aleutians, hut. thanks to the action of xepresf hlel iVb* 
of the Con7«ltkm 'who were at Lille and V-BlencUmMS, thfl 
suldierfi did iiot f&Low their trader general. v;lse finished btE 
life Ln yeeelpt el a pension from the English Government, 

An Li Utcf COnefal, Cuslinc. who aisfi yJoited agiu list llw 
Convention, atld negotiated. with Prussia. lUirPflskr'd, 

arrested, mid sentenced to clf-alh cn AuRust 2"".h, 17B3. 

GeueraL Houchard, who, thanks La- Ills coUahorBtws 
-Timcdeiu arid HotlMr, lepul-sop the Austrians in Hlc EaStle <vf 
IlondsclioOle, but retURbd to over 1 m Lhe offensive- when 
he hid been ordered to do so, was also senlenced, ro dcoth 
ahd esteeuted. 

It is ncjccsspiy ti> mention. abet icOW lhe Officers suspected 
of IreacheTy wrv -dealt with, at the [it™ of war with Spain. 
In December, |TSr3, the Spanish armies occi-p'cd. Coll inure 
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■SEid. PoriVendrefl. Tin? pmbltm -which had c a solved wa? 

whether It would tv possible tp bar the rua d to LangUVdor 
to the patten's Stemies. 

The Convr-ntirm, having same reuse:! Lb doubt llw He™ 
publl-Cfth Loyalty vf its geT.crniL*. SEnl two representHl-lYPE to 
t.no armies, Mil-mud and SLiLbranj, who on JflFiuery ]lLh, 

1 TJJ4, set up a rcvalulioniary military tf-itlUlBl, This tribunal 
ser.teiKicd to death GesusrCl RaaiCl (for ll-PVing given up 
Port-YcndrrsV, G-cnc-rals Hcrnedu end Cegniou^ (guilty of 
grave nEgLigcncef, Lieutenant -CbJtHlfL de (juniard do 
Mraitarnal dc la Prude, alhi CajMfliSl de la Croix dr FLaihdal 
(as caonLEF-revoLnlioneyi-ts end royn]j?(*>. There warp ht&i 
brought before tito revd Ul I0I1B L*y tribunal Qnncral Deialtre. 
who had nbirJdWWd CdIUoufr the former c h [rf-iiniHim maud 
of tho West, who iLOd left Colliour^ without supplies,, artd 
the former Mabtiul-S ChfllHel do Verges. Brigadier-General. 

After these deansirifiS. CGJlfideitoO spread anew Ln tllO 
.hearts of the troops and on May 1st, iVSs, the Spanish armies 
wyirr thrown puL of Uie territories of the French nesubbe. 

Ri ;! Custint. Houefcard. end the treacherous jjeaoraJs of 
the a liny tuf the- Pyrenees WWt! rial the only CHIteS In Of 3 Ub- 
j cried the rLfJauia -ol reTmLut tottery justice. Long is the hst 
of oft: l era wild. lotted g«Lly of treason or EabotHge, were 
sera ten cedi Slid executed by order of the DSftlmu In a state 
od lesiLimoto defence 

FUTtlwr. e rnember of the Convention, demanding the 
cleansing of the military cadres, said with point: '“The 
aiiLj-ralorfcsfl- who will be placed at the heed pf the anfi.ee 
are maybe a little loss educated, end will perhaps make a 
few miatakeij but they w-ill not betray, 1- 

Speaking pE the role Of a general. Ma ri e-JOse SJiTt Chenier 
£6 id (o the (TonvEuLion: "When pubLto safely is Sti -auestlhi;. 
It IS only rjemeary for a gmcipl to be suspected Er him to 
be remmred. He can 4-0 no good if he has- nut the COliRdcnoc 
Of the public. 1 " 

If in ]&9l> Ike full light was turned on the conspiracy 
from abroad against our country and agBlwl liberty, there 

L "Wiftmist bmfcliui," OJlSiOG (ran Ihc ClulT to* «mmiir 

people did rot •.>»: l.rmithiK iL ILT Che arirte=n*y. Buretler toobbtof, 
or la iLIpper?:- eneflvtr wsm. yard la an ■.Hemp* io btUHk a^il 
Tidlculu Ih.t max: rt *h« auppcrlers of (he RevolLiltott 
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wcuLJ Iw Fu?pnw at some ol these wha wait Id be c.'i- 

peumj. Through hatred cl pt'iigvees, UiMugh haded ef Lh* 
people, there Pie i’renc'iimen who are reedy ta-flav to 
repeat the gesture ol the Mayor al Samc-Mitne]. (vtao, no 
September 3rd. ITSli., welcomed as "a friend c-I order arid 
psure" the atrniy ol the Puke *£ firunawtefa, and. pointed 
O^t f«r his vengeance (he houses of the PRl riots iPllbflM] to 
the piOBTetrinvc of neliariel. salvntlon. 

As ftir us C^mrn.’unijLi, the cxs.rr.pk' oJ s'raggln of the- 
French Revolution ujjaLnst the traiLors and oorLspiratpra n 
:hc pay of foreign Powers gives us lessons of optimism and 
HHixago whiefi ticjivo from the ftunoux xtijgan of Damien: 
'Audi.i'ity, more audacity, and 5 L tv ays judariiy .’ 1 

TVs also hear in mind the enample os" inrormplitii. ty 
giver, by KtahcxjnicTrc, nod at p Same when so muni' arc 
involved in more or less shady allairs, :n a situation when 
jorruptmn hiis tscrarir pint livally the nuj.rnl liiinp fut 
certain jLccipli'-. our Communist Parly find its slreitjflJi in 
Lkc moral integrity ahd iHiu-dei.iul of LLs mil. Lancs. And. 
anally, we bear in mind an Lhe basis of die ,sLru££]c OOri- 
duetrd by the J Tench Revolution funnel Hi* wnssiratore 
from abroad, the necessity At Kltifllng UM whole ItaUon 
against Lhe policy -itl capLOJlutiim lo mLernrMjOiMd] FPSCIsm 
which mcar.izes Its "Fifth Column'" Within ulir fJOtlCiers, 

Ir. this connection, FatlllQEliCCl, member or the PawiJd 
Grand Council. wtuCe Lo lilt Heyi-ftM! Firsfl-ill! Of May 2?th. 
3D3B: 



"If our advlcd oati be of ure to Chose of aur ™m- 
jjaCrioLs Who are the moat attached to Ihf mother 
Onunbcy, let give it Co 1(wm with |he utmost will, and 
this is what i‘. is: pretend. to agree end at the oppaiciine 
moment provoke disorder Lp dt ranks, of the «ivtw u - 
HUTKlredB Of men. firing in the barks of the cohibaLdhtfl 
-obt-aLii belter results than thousands of soidie/a in the 
front lino- All is fair rn war.. . . . , " 

In fijjhLir.tr against the IreSdheruiis '' FLflL ■Column '' 
which c::zilir.ijnn the criminal work of the Lra.it5\T0 -of 
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Coblenz, the Communists remain faithful to Hie Ita-chiot uf 
their forefajhete of the Revolution. At a time: when so 
miuiy g-sssips and ceumrds speak of Jacobinism, Lhe iHC-te 
show Ant tfie Jacobins Have as heirs the Communist, 
who fljht under the barm*? <jf Mars. JtaLgels, Lentn r and 
Stalin tot Ihe I iteration aol emancipation or humahstj 1 . 

NOTH. — Too kittle la fcntwn or the taels relative to the 
emigration. during -to french Reveludm In Una connec- 
tion, lefEreiKT can wFulljr hr made 10 the Itel of emigrants 
published 1 yy the .Mminisiriyon of the National Eslelcs 
in ]7&t at- the Muw» de I'Histuirc, Pure de 'Mentneflu. 

In thiM list, made- up of I hrrr volumes with a total of 
more thtu; 1,0110 pa^ts, are In- he found the names of more 
than A 3.1101! U'-ihlcmcn, h:tr. C:nir:h ihr.iiiLai !':;, big LuimL 
owners, arid big toi:i/g«».s who i'iri:yra*jKi during Lhe 
TtcvfiJutlon. 

Many of these names are the same as ttwae- borne to-day 
by the potentates of (via capital end (lie suppar:ers of 
F&icloSh In our country. Amongst olhera are Rumd sui 
limes the name of dMTOOJit-ffinviHrrat live timet Ihe name 
or Isnsrdi eight limes the name®, of the counts, dittos, and 
equerries de PoJieiBci seven Uimet tJie ^me -of MpnLpigui; 
four times the name of Mpuatiai; fourteen tiroes the n-amu 
of Mjtmtalembeil; three ttnwp the nanw of St. Pern; ram 
the name of GTandimaison, One also flnds ihe names of 
Verne> Mallet. f3ehTwtdcr h Terdku, and T'l-andm. 

FlnaSt?. in ito !i'l i>f iraitorss of Cohlenx, tine name of 
lie la Roeoue appears forty tiroes. 

u A that sei&iicjiT. lout FionneuTj 1 ' 




THE FOREIGN POLICY OP THE 
JACOBINS 

EV Ojl-rje] pc rjl 

VJC®-PlH!ajfl£S(lit QC The Foreign Oamm issIpei 
OC T!lo Chamber Of Dr;>u ! ies. 

I 

O X Mfly il-IEnth 1TM0, (Jie Constituent Assembly pm- 

qlainu-d. 

** Tjuj Fn-nrlh jihlioh renounces any intentLan of em- 

birklmg on wurfi with H Vir-w to CMiqUfflSt atld will Clot 

employ force pggiiut liberty of s/ny people.'' 

Five years l=kT France Hijpit^j t-hf Treaty Of Basle Wiilt 
Prussia and Spain, amt) the Treaty o( the Hague Wltll 
Holland. By the flrvt Franc* drained possession *1 Be!- 
fiium s.nrl of Lhe Left wink nf the Rb;n:-. Spain, reded the 
Wast-lndian port of Saint Dominique. H-fikaTjr!— ttto 

I Batavian Republic — opunod ttie Scheldt to French cximmerrm 
•and raded So Frmre (lie whole Left bank of the Meuse, 

In Lhis way FfftTKe emtoCjjed her tatrft&ry. Shu 

pushed bar (rjr.Li its to thu HI a no. BUS the It hint! ltSuLf was 
pasaeeL Kftti, ratine ScraabouLF. was wctuptud. The Bata- 
vian RepuhLU 1 became a nbere tlt!|)«idane , y of the Fee Belt 
Hr public. 

Bet went i ! use two events, the proclamation peace to 

1 I) siiii| hy Uu; Lbim itiiiiiii iih n jiui-u H V An Decent be? LMtl. IHL Oh'-" 
fr.. py ettbrln Ihniu^h Ir-rLiIre line) bribes La lilLLhe Ji ini renounce CIS 
principle!, In lie* hint Sellar he wmi-p: 

" Lei m?.' frlerylP H ■ i I : I ha I 3 have rrhiliiiiiuiL uiilM jL to "he Ideals 

,-jl my life Let, Try rum pair im* kmm iIi.il 1 tm FBinc to die in th*l 
France t*inN Lire- 1 lm*e mode u ]u*t a K«JmE notion oE iny ocntEannOt 
1 L Is poslltve Et 31 th to Ihftt ] ■wiiiilrl tihe ymj to Hpst to a'L 4TU1UVS 
I would dr the sump th.lphJ i[ E lia>s my llto in live acaln. I Shirk -> it 
Itie tone Ehi» p chi li»»t my a.-.i:- l*suL Vunionl-Cput'jiiei was rnbi 
In sj.ylnE that t'nmnniDHn re the yuoto u£ Lha werLd and tofti It imc- 
sares- 'morrows or inn* ' t an Hu-icr tflrilpTitway to piep«.fe i:io#t 
mnrrows oJ sot^i.' I feel mpaelt atrun.* tu- face death. Fbe»waII, m- 
litac France ft ill Live ' 1 
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the world by thuj CcilStltuenL AflaCmMy and the ol 

territorial i'vjMiEiKiiiTi, flye years had elflpded — the rtiJIrat nnd 
must mrnulUmns years el Europe's hisun-y. 

WhaL motives inspire this foceiail policy sh tiio jsieui of 
Uw: Great Rcvolutkjn ? flow did Silty JMiss from the 

declaratiuu of IWl> a U> I ho tcmtlw OE 1 Tft5? La other 

■words, what w« Iho diplomacy oJ fijevollHiEliary FrHISOfr? 

In "he spnne of 1TS&, Europe, of at ivb£t Wasteiilll 
Eufopc, serened .'ur from war. The Eanju'-ror Of Austria, [foe 
KitiC af Prussia, and Lhe Eifi profs yf h,i.-...a wr-re atsufbed 
in Eastern affairs. The siur,™! wanted compc'ltchl lofi in 
Poland for the nu;:i.i of I he others from Tlirfccy, 'When a 
Jew Miun.lis Jailer lhe Cnunl d' Artois: sniiritr-d Ihr: aid Of tho 
Emperor of Austria agaiiis'L the revalutionarif-.s, the monarch 
reprimanded him and advised him Le £iibnit. 

B-Jil litre went by. The uiLLljiies of Lhe Revs lu: inn bc- 
cu.Tiu muio precise. aud ell lliu uLiwr iik- of the frontiers 
covetous desiras took shape. Erum lis inn-jtli.iri. lhe 
ll-LvulaLk n had u luuveL'sa] character which if did m:L Lry 
to dESUuiae 1:.! fit; am pie ysu." cnnlnciuLfB. In June. L T :.*P . the 
j>jpiJiaLm:L o. Aviiyi-oiL rlue □ tain s'. LLilIi sovereign, Ilia 
Pupe. A :;u| ii ar assembly deckled uci September J4Lh, 17U3, 
in become part of EraPut. in Lhe valley of Liu; i ill: no thd 
pehiatila end the baerf-ey's eSJU'eaStid (Jl-eir js.; inj: a’ !i.v wLth 
Ifte Revolution. The modSlfCM became alarmed. As early 
as September. L 1 HO, tlie K:utf of Prussia i^ioOled to the Em- 
petor of Aiaf-lria the ptH>]ett of iiHl'urV'Oii izi” in FfSilCe. 

n 

Wiitn A bare iMjn&mo French in LliiS. Liealies had con- 
jinr.id tp it$ Gorman priiiCus Lheir rights of lordship, an. :he 
bBS-IS of whlrh ?ftcr havijig sworn loyally Lo the KinjJ of 
FraPCC, Ihcy collected their feudal rents. The ChnsLiduent 
Assembly ncoli^hcd "hest! feudal r.^lits, breakang down Ltns 
edifice. 

*' Of whnt roncem to ttie people Of Alf-fiCOi Of to the 
people of Prance, are LreatLes tvhldl LB d.S>'B 01 dtspoUsrn 
flimcd &t u:ii!i:ig one despot [0 Ollwrs^’ SSkcd MnrliTi <rf 
Dotiai. "U was not iy thtie HOBtlfB that thf union eaPId 
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Shout The people of AJsnne wore united to Ibe people of 
France because snub eras their desire Tbfitr tietexTninatiwn 
alone consummated und legalized lhe union.' 1 

To which Kohuhart addrd: ‘’■'TV? Jjeoome French in Oil* 
way Lj [be pealest benefit which raTi bfi tmaiined by a 
German, whm, while imagining he W-BE HOC, bad Ihp despot's 
Whip cracking behind tiim. ' 

The princes, however, probated ■ They turned Iran 
Versailles to Prussia, which urged. tbam to recapture ALzace. 
bnb.riL! -as the protector of Germanic liberties, 

Furthermore, She- emigrant army wi: assembling in the 
ElcrLuraLe of Trews. The Constituent Assembly, and later 
the Legislative, requested the Emperor to urder them Ln 
dLjjrerse. Empomi Leopold fgread to acrid. ati invitation to 
this died Id the Elector of Treys*, whore reply was 
ajhiiiKuniia Also, its Robespierre Stowed Ln his speech in 
January. 17!12. Lhe oouxl drvured war. Haroji de ■'BreLeu.il, 
who directed the siTret diplrcriiny o!' Louis XV|_ wafl prKi- 
ainjj lax it. In lhe LecifJative, RriiROl anti VergnthUd 
Moved in the same direction Meaul.rrv, I fl died Slid 

detdj. His son, who tiK-cyrded him, «0ted upon the French 
C*vbxRmerit to jepress in Frniwjr "what can give CBUae Of 
alafr'iL Co ntber Stat»/' 

The lidle Was dale April ISLh, 1792. Five days Inter 
ttlO LOfiatallVd declared war tin the head r . I the House of 
Austria, WlUWQ Lt called the ‘"King of Dol:,sn: ixi and Hungary. 111 
iH-ewewr, Since February 7th an uMiuntr had uni Led the 
King of Prussia and Ibe Einpemx of Austria. France wa* 
therefore aL grips with Austria and Fruista. 

ThO war started wilh a series of disasters. Lcovffwy and 
Vflpdun capitulated. Oti September Jiflh Lhe Prussians 
entered CTib mjioeiie Qti September 20Lh Lhe BatLte □£ 
Valmy saved (tit nabon. A month, taler the Pruisfans re- 
pressed lilt frontier sod Oh all Iron la Lhe FTonCh armies -went 
ever to iho oLTenstve. 

During this sjhase of the WOX r England did nor parLLci- 
psLe. The- Count Sami Martin -de-Frotit, Ambassador of 
Savpy in tendon, informed tils Court bust England “would 
limit iti action to WCKt manoeuvres to sustain disunity and 
perpetnale anarchy,"' pitl h-ad his eyes Jlaed oh lhe Not hep 
lands. "England desttee lhe FfetberLaiicla to remain Aus- 
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tiLS,n because they are tide lint which binds England Is the 
C*TitLnentr dectared Land Cre-rwLUc ran May 25 eJv, 17SI2. 
Talleyrand obtained (Tom the Cabinet Ln London an undei- 
tahlng that they would ncC- declare war sc long as she south’- 
cm province* iif Belgium alone were In the b^lancv and. Lbe 
French abniss- did not threaten either 'Belgium w IMLnnd- 

ACter lbe victory of Jemmafc** which drove the Aus- 
trians out at Belgium, the Convention pmcl-aimed that, it 
would give "help and, fraternity to all people who wished ta 
recover their ireritm" On Etercfriber 15(Ji. 17iUt. K decretsd 
that in alt countries orcupced by the French armies TewM 
nghte, tltlea, and aLl piifL vilta-c-^. were abolish*^ ana msl "all 
Properties belnudnf to the prince and his satellites, to toy 
and to religious CTjmmiuiLLLes, would be placed Ln the sale- 
heeping of the HefHJti-lkr CamtaifiEt coraiiMticed, Dairtoa*, 
returning from Belgium, pronounced (he prophetic phiase: 
"Our Imnliers are defined by NaLure.' 1 ’ To a deputy wEm 
stLttuUd., "No rcmqurrLs," he replied: ''TJw: conquests of 
reason."’ 

On January Slat. he dollr.nl LEiIs policy more precisely: 
‘"It la valJL id ft ar that Loo niueh w<:i |io is heme given (□ 
ttle Republic. Its EimiCs nre defined hy Nuture. Wr will 
await them Oil, from the four rcnieti -oF Enropt:, from the- 
direction Of Ike Rhine. from the direeLipn of the- pornn, 11- om 
the direct Lai a/ Hie Atps." 



Ill 

The great Struggle against Europe begun, against Ehgiarai 
especially, JBfUEH describes Europe at the end of 179?, When 
Elie Second CGfllttrMfL Sgattial RevDlulionary Franc* was 
being -nrsaoiMCl, tlJUS: 

"Everywhere, St Ulc Kid of 179a, the World was 
organizing sueraptltlOUSly agflinsl the RevolutEoji |t 
had hetKi abaUPii, but was struggling 1o fipjfle by tore? tho 
thnnghtc dihJ admirable beginnings Which the Revotu- 
tion bed matured throughout (he world. The imivmal 
coiLuriemre^ lor a tEm# attracted. und captivated, wai 
nontr^rtinc, wan relregtipg. waa arming it£«l T Willi 
{tls1ru.it. with jealousy, with leaf. 1 ’ 
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Engi find totnild not iilSuw Frnivce tu- uxlii:irl to tile Tjl'DLilh 
of the Scheldt. Pm, the Prime Iflitllator, .pmijSsimed that 

n would Lm a "war or extern inatton." Ir. fxrt, It lasted 
Ewejitj-td'o years. 

Between 17U3 Eu>i France tali [trim Ltd .r ggTitraJ 

■coalition. n Vr-f,z attached within the rtflnLicrs by the 

lfcbtttion of Vendee. It was again asved by prjdigioua I€- 
Vu! ution n r.v enefgy. Thr road to Ps.ri? n ai cleared niter the 
Victory of CariiOL and. Jauidain at WfttlignLea. Alsaoe U'fli 
delivered after the vietonv t>E tTerfio n t IVoisacnhilru. DolgLum 
was rcvvTnq^ioreci. Fence was signed at Hnslc arj$ dm 
UsKhC- TTit; coalition bhokr- up The Franco ef the Dinx- 
lory oiily hid U> face A uilria, to which, spier the ftnrifiai|0t 
oE Napoleon Eoruiparle :□ Italy. it dictated lile Treaty of 
Campo Formlo, 

dn two occasions, when France was Invaded, Jfiolitloa] 
preoccupations n (bo East helped to wrakm "he ftwee or the 
invaders. After VailTiy it was procacupatsini with FoLifch 
affairs which constrained Friedrich Wilhelm IJ to obCT-Klpn 
the CoaLiLi :n Ai the br-g:neimg <if 171)3 [he King cl Prussia 
mas forced to tTaiiEfri the maic bulk of his troops to 
[ho Vistula. Catherine 1 [ Of Ru$$i-f> (lid not intervene against 

the itevoliitL-rm bce-mise. ns xho «iid. her soldiers had i- 
bftllg 1.0 TO-05OH "the Jambina Of Poland.' 1 The lira: if resis-L- 
4 JH 0 k Fol-Pnd diverted the Annies nf the Central PovncrE 
From Ihf HIsIjk and contributed to ssvinE France from 
Invasion. 



IV 

Earing yheem [iLnls, whet gl.iidi.hi; Lint' Inspired Ihe men 
*1 the Revolution in Lhcir relations With Europe? - The 
French Revolution has shaken Uie world i M dcflaTcd 
Euhespieiro on Wnvoni'ber l FI IK. 1793. What waa l.he scope 
Sind Intensity of this impnet? And what- mere lit Si mils? 

The- Intellectual fctment Of France and her ph.ilos:iph<'ri 
or the eighteenth peBliifjr had Immense rcpomussiucis in 
Germany. The opinion. L-.xpresH.sl by Srhuhmt when France 
incorporated Alsace ba=. already boon quoted. Schubert, 
CMisidercd It as tlic prealosi honour of his life wluin he was 
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Incited by (he rKvuLuLafiajHCfl- al Strasbourg (o (he Celebl*- 
tippe o# prOlETTiity on July 14th, BO. FuJStei al&e pleaded 
In moving terms. far reunion. wiLh Fiance. He- attempted to 
ftuspol tho yitensinoja and .■pupicioiis Which bad a risen v- itll 
tht TnemoriflE of LhiP- d ecu pa Lion of lhe PaLatliiate. 4 'Wha.t 
advantage would you Fain by irmamiug ap^rt from the 
Itev^>■J^iLion P " , lit ashed, “smee it i* with its aid Ihat you can 
l«?otant f && edUii»aI h Festulozzk losotuioly aided with tho 
ftuv-nni'Juii. "Ltd the heads *r kings- laEL, 1 " rue wrote, “'Lf lhe 
royal blood spilt In ttns way fills tine attention *; tho pcopio 
to tho rights of many Fichte wrote: 'Tbe French it-evolutlon 
Is a powerful Jjaimtimr on the theme: (He uebgLs of man and 
human di£nily." 

Ej. abo pmetrated into Enfflnnd Mackintosh, hcpswrn' 
rnLhusLa-iLk' ahnot 1Jw jursipmi In. 'Tho rwdLuitn*- of Ihis 
frpthmp fiord ot flchvr richness it- only a reflection <rf (he 
non! liehnrss -of France, animated BTHf tnfliimfd hy (ho 
Revolution." No ettarkod the olliarchie control or ncprc* 
Bcniation m (He Commons end supported me demand for 
LmiT'OL’*sl swfthagi'. Thumbs fame wrote Ills- bonk, The 
Righit Gi njoii, once the "Bible *j English radlt-Dlmm." Fox 
extolled tn (he Gamnwos tlie eourafio ol lhe fijihleL^ uf 
July 1 4th "i believe." he staled, “tlist the new Govem- 
pnnni of Fiance is cocks heeause 11 (ends to make Happy these 
subjected to It. I have t* State dial I admire Lhe CunsLI LutJuJl 
of hum 11 

The poets gave Ires rein to them glee. Borns sang: the 
dee of liberty. Coleridge wrote his Me id France. Words- 
worth Lived In Paris A no ugh the great revolnlkmaiy days. 

And. Die Imparl did not spate Swtuerlqnd, no glib cur of 
France. Betwe-ui Geneva and Grenoble eommuiLicoliuns did 
uot eease. Tliu liberal agitation oP Dauphiqy and its StaLer 
had its echoes m Geneva. Tin- bourgeois of Lhr town 
demanded ,n popular eonsLitutian and (he dec 15 Cm of (he 
PetiL'Ce^ireil (Small Council) by tho people. The peasantry 
addressed a petition to (ho "magnificent Lordships" pf Geiieva 
[or equal civil and pi LL I Leal rights. They demanded Lhe 
suppression cil the Tuudat regime. 

In this way enthusiasm and liberty were (bp.LujiioLi*- 
fhe French Rpvotlltion excited jp’-eat hopes in Lhe- people-. 




54 



eSSAVK ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION" 



11 wun ’lit 1 arliifretic-t; of the ggpmicd, Aviation, Fnunebe- 
Cwnte, Sav*y. atld Ntefi voluntarily merged with France. 
Tim Fa iiFh revoLutic™rie= r (lie friends- of the people, nc- 
presstsi [Jit- Ciiuilre ilmL nil itfilionB should follow Ihrir 
example. 

BaL why the t?! Bmp2e iL-at followed? Why ckd ft net 
lead io Lhe overthrow o£ thrones? Why was It that the 
French Revolution, friend of Lbt ]*>oirie r Iouml I tec If them 
I Ik epripii of 3 792 at ui i£s With a CoaliLLutL vl SuiojH.'? 

v 

Let us try to answer this doubt? query by tracing in the 
lw:> princjp.il countries of Europe the limits of She jcv-alu- 
tionary Impart 

Despite Ute baldness at the German ;h in leers, r!h«-ir 
adbenrJU'e tu tbr great ideas of Ihc Fnryrlrjpjrdists, and the 
ocrdiailty with which they ^nrotc-d the Revolution. Rrmtaiiy 
sn t"fl2 was not ripe for rcvpluti-nn. 

Jaimes. in his Joruiiiit His lory o} rhe French fifittritltlotL 
enumerated -same nf the rCBSQns for ell is. GermBiiy w&s 

divided into ft hundred smjili siaJN. and 1h£&U political 
divisions rendered & goners.] move-merit dlCftruJt. Germany 
in 1 7:91-2 Lacked any degree of unified nSikotBl life. The 
:i atiuna I rryrsK'iniJsnres did HOt pOSEOES S polEttr&L Centre-. and 
this tea:; a result of the rival IntFIgLWa Of AuaJm Slid Prussia, 
■eacfL nf which wag inying to dominate the country. The 
praducLivo power -of Germany shattered in the Thirty Years' 
War, still lagged fcehunt. Hence, mints the French b-pur- 
genisie, the Gciman bourfftolatfr -Whs -weak aiaf Incapable nf 
srdal .initiative. MHTM and Engels noted in the CorTtnurltisf 
lUawifesio that, Hie latEidlieJeflucy ctf Gentian tarai antic life 
rendeL'ed Impossible any really substantial extension pf Ih-e 
Frcnefi EevoJutiim ia Germany. 

Id Enel Dud Iol fur very different' rcaenr.s, despite Ihe 
WBim welcome Civer. Lu the initiative- shown by lb? Flench 
Revoitlthm, iLs imiKirt did nut provoke any fire found and 
■dteeieLve lion 'fan catiiUL A certain number *1 the -econonflie 
and social reforms demanded by the [people oi France had 
already b™n more or less nompletcly mailed yp the cl liar 
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Etfie Ol the Cit-ti tin-sl. Apart Irrcn the KrnLlssh ] E i^hlii 
the feudal iysifiPt hod tvi'n almost. el :. min a led, Egii{i] 
liability L* taxation 5iad Lien partly rralixrd Kn rust-spris 
banters hindered ilie cireulallbn of tfjtxb within the country, 
The E'lg'irli .rid.ixlrit-l and DC'imoiir trial liourjj^irii i; went: 
OTJflOlvM wLtti all '.lie rjeccaairy organs for {'iipitALijil giowtli- 
Jt fl-PCl h? C'jm ti fi ri L u a , mobOjXilLes, end an tiliinuiue held nr ex- 
ploitation it'i the Colonies. It controlled the Uodgel. ]t 
wielded Et decisive influence in Parliament. Finally, the 
structure el LnelMi iixJusLry, despite the proems of Lhe 
mifingiscturlrna svalcm, was still too complicated lor spy 
smcrpl demand Of lhe bToleterlans. SUCh is Lhe iliUlL of com- 
bination., to he posaLble. 



In France,. :lws deficit had forced rrjally la call The 
5Cfiie4-Cen£ral- Ira Rrifl! a ssd, the Pill Styvernmcnt w^S pnE- 
paj-icifl Ibo era cif surplus value and ncdtjred taxation. In 
Fra bee, the pcDlrtR rial grew suddcply during She str.i£gl-g 
between tac bistirscnisie nrai the counter j evolutionary ela:;s. 
In Ehijlajtd, lhe ■rornprait'nsc between the Landed s.ristflcrury 
and '.lie cciNrmTLtal ;i:nl hiiriufaf Luri r.g baurg prune hr-fT, no 
KoOha for any proletarian political develpponcr-L. More- 
uver, Lhe jjfwat majority el Eajsl: !-h workers if ere Lied ta the 
political and .-odal system by Lhe relative beneJUs Ltiey Were 
drawing Iroisi industrial exjNin:*. ■'Jl. 



Generally, the unequal political, economic, and social 
cohditiaat prevented lhe * tev*lulion^aUoat '* ol Europe- 
The revolutionary conlaskBt was undeniable. Directly or 
indirectly, it etwreleed an JitfluHitte on the people wham vae 
deep and lasting:. Ip Hme the flcvoliatLon jnaritcd. wllh 
Ha stamp the evolution, ol Europe. But for the reasons 
given Lhe i evolutionary impact did not bring ahtjuf " the 
froleriSiL cmbrsioe of all the peoples of Bumpe delivered fmrr. 
dfiSPOtlflm.‘ r Chi the other band, ag Robcspirrir declared, 
■■‘(.tit fpriv^Td rpsb of a great pt-nplc So liberty was baund 
to chspleste the kings who surrounded it" EuL. os he .added 
“there vtbs a groat dlstnT.re between this secret disposition 
and the perilous decision tel dc::l art wnr OB Hie French 
people 
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What w a* necessary far the gap to fie (Mfideetl? Robe- 
spierre cEUUrtErabret th<? rcar^n*; the OOTtipllCly til Stic Kij;g 
Of Franhe. Lhe treason of ;he fflctLWIi. and ’lie intrigues of 
Austria and England. ]>t tig stop at the ftrit ill these 
JeasLou. It will permit the sLutfy pf the foreign polity o£ 
IvkiciL Robespierre was the champion, Two ipeechos make 
Ids Lheses Clear. One- was made on January ]11h, I "ill;. E> feu-" 
Wrtka bulerr- (Jlo Lii'daiatLL'-r. r i wjt ,:i[;;;i:ij; King Of 

EolKXflla and Hungary. ‘Waf p ? ai-ked Robespierre. "I wonder 
Who proposes it. In what cimnnstanfKE, and. why* H We 
burst admire: the rtordiy of these questions. Fqj (he lacobir. 
Speaker. war was just nr unjusL. Would lhe war proposed 
by Bi-ssot he a just war? Here 1 is his reply: 

"You have yulirtelras agreed that the war suited the 
t in .if f-ij.-il 5. suLLed lhe Government', the intriguers of the 
Court, that numereus faction whose leaders, t« w-ell 
known, haw been directi ng lor a tana Erne all the 
measures- ol the executive power ell Hie (nun nets of Die 
eTUEtiierecj' tod th^ tiovemHieirt give Lhe some sL^r-ali 
hnaiiy. ir any cite could Ifi-hik Mai the conduct or Tie 
Court nqi atweyi tern In opposition Id lbe principles 
of equality end Hie rt^pecL of the Hgfcils of the people, 
he would. 11 he was or good fa5th, regarded ess 
rnspnf; gnyflre wha said UlDd the Court proposed n 
meaf-ure as decisive as war without tel.nl In g it t-e Its 
plan, would give an equally dtsadvanlsgeous idea ol bis 
judgement' Lherefiarc. tan you say thst IL Js a matter of 
indifference to the well-bcHur ot the Stale that the 
undertaking of a war is directed by the love ol liberty or 
by the spirit Of despol^m, by loyalty OF by pcrAdy?” 

And further- 

11 Is it the people Slid Lhe spirit i?f Liberty which directs 
the plan proposed to us? It is the Cwn, It is the -ofrirerj, 
Lb is its ministers. You always forget thac it is this fact 
wliidL changes all Lhe OOnltivanreS- Be ymi 1’kir.k that 
it is- the intension at the COUIt 10 shrike the threeur ol 
Leopold and those Of alL ItW kings who Ln reply la its 
Ehesiaiies give evidence Gl (Piclusivb attachment — the 
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Covr! wSlieli ivasekssly preaches [h> yim rfiipeet far 

foreign govern d-cents, Which by j(s. dealings has daf-Lurh' 

Bd th? revolution t>I Brabant?' " 

And Anally: 

“ The most exiravapevil Lilia WhSLh can "be hnm in the 
head u[ a politician is (o tlllliK Ibal it Is sufficient -for *. 
S^ijiCc to appear, with arrps Lb Lhcir hands, before a, 
rONLK'n people. tp have the:* Laws ahd Lhelr ciHislitulion 
uditpltd. N«i one like!; armed missionaries; ond the ilrst 
eounK] which nature jind pri-di m'v WOulid tive would 
lie to reject thorr. as enemies 1 have said Liiiil such an. 
lUvusiun would awaken mrcror.ed ot tilt 1 C<i|JfLs|£rjljDn in. 
Hi* F ilia finite and of the laLe ivjira nr-UCtl readily than 
It would bow the idea of our CoftSlilldUm ; baceuse tiie 
:h&fii of the people of these couni Ties are better 
Jill US itl ted with Ltic-.sc facLs ihnr. ihcy act 1 ‘with our Cvti- 
sfiluiu'HI. The repsfta of wlO tan formed men who know 
Uteri! deity oil we are lo!d about She aidflHT with Whidl 
they iLjh fur our Const! Lutaoji aind. OUT ami cS, Before 
the efforts ■>[ our liovulution tt<- fd:l t hy heroign countries 
it must he i-D rtad Lein Led," 

It WHS age ilLil the advice at Robespierre and ! ho 
Jaoobir.g that war waft declared un Austria in April, 

A year taler, arter J-ccnmapiM.. after Hue deenres o 4 
Dwcrelmr S 50i, |7b2. it wag Hgflln afiAtnat Lhe advice cl 
Robespierre that war was declared vn Et'iflaruL 

Ilene an? the terms in which H^iwsplerac, 3b bli report 
to :he Convcni ipp, [pier Judged the event: 

■ Toe time had arrived whom the Brstdah Government 

alter naving incited so many f-ncmiCE pgnlnRt US, had 
decided openly to onler the plot', hut puWie opinion atld 
the opposition party ware upsetting the Government 

plan OrisBot d-crlpnctf war; et the same ttmo It ws? 
declared against Holland; at l ho same timo It was 
declared against. Spain, berauso vee ice re jn no way 
prepared tp fight against thesy new enemies, and he- 

cause tl»r .Spanish fleet waa ready so join wit'll Ihc 
English tied 
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"With What cowardly hypocrisy the trail-ora made play 
With 1 lie- auppustd inaults Lp our envoys, which. had hern 
OTItlrivod in advance between them itld tin; fOavicti 
r>fi it 1 1 is. 1 U'ilh uihtit audacity did 1.hpj- invoke- [tiai dig- 
nity Of [lie nation with which they wete insolently 
trLHLn£! The cnwardtiL They hjsrl saved the FrusaLaii 
despot atid his army; they had soaked the soil of EeJfiLUm 
With lire purc-xL I’rfincii hkiort and hid flung t-ho HO happy 
Mr ’thins, into Ltir arms v.i their tyrants; iht-y had 
delivered to aur enemies o*ir trejsss vires,, owe stipplies* opr 
arms arid our tirl'-nrli ra; i>r. their support, anrl proud 
Of so 1 Y 1 :ieiv rri.m.<s, lh.f vile Durmiii rirr. hid dared to 
threaten freedam iri Ltx dvii sanctuary. . . , 0 patttc ' 
What tjuardian deity has been able to snalrh yon trrum 
the in ii lih'iisL abyrs duR to engulf yuu in theft- day.- 1 of 
Crime and calamity. Ln which, plO-LLinR with yma- innu- 
HieraMe enemies, yOUr inflate suns plunRtd Lhe-ir murdi i- 
Ous Iil. lids inlci Vvmix breoat and seemed Ld mtlleud for 
your scattered members, le deliver them, bloody, ta the 
feltiCLOiu fy Anils cuilspLriltjf ajjuitist >xiu; in those uhasllv 
dpys whe-n virtue was proscribed. perfidy 1 clowned. and 
CSaLumpy trlirmphanl, when your puJli. yaUr Hfiel, Votl. 
armies, your fintfliMaea, yuur ad iti In Lst rotors , your envoys- 
— all were sold to ytrtir enemies! It whs not enough 1-J 
have the drilled Lyrarita aaaJtwt us; they wanM lo 
doom the nation la haired and render [he Revoltition 
Et idu-viua: in the eyes oT the unlveree"' 

CtHriemantlott without cpml iflc-allon, of what Jautes 
tallied retmluJUonary impcIaLisiti. EobospSotie denounred St 
as favouring the Intrigues of the despots- He did not want 
liberty t* be carried on the point of bsyonelt He fee red. 
with what fore-edihf. the woed-s which haJJ a century Salcr 
the Carman, Herwogh, wia to pronounce against France; 
"We do not want freedom from ftneigncTg. we do not' want 
this tweel hearty wham the soldiers of Kr&nce have held >n 
ihelr arms before bringing 1 her to ms," 

VII 

Rid how did the Revolution furry out this imperialism 
whLnh Etohi-spirrrc sxi nghlty dcnauiwed? What wrrn- the 
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r-ccraaities for eandnesl? Contrary u, the prophecies of Ibe 
tlircmfle, the peapie did not rise- with Hi*? Arrival of ibe 
soLdiers uf the lievvlution. France prom ford protection to 
thOMi Who fought for liberty, fiuc how was. this prolertioh 
to he (iKercised T How shelter the revolutionary mijwirity 
trom Wows? Carmans sime sH?a hirtiseSf in the JolL*wi’Hf 
tfriSis aL lh* end Of the year 1753; 



■■-Seeing that tho people Lo wlKtn the armies of lbe 
Republic brought freedom haw* im* the necessary tKped- 
ence So i‘stah||s4i iJUiir righlx. it becomes necessary for 
y£ to decree revolutionary power and to destroy Ihe -aid 
leg., me whirh holds I Lem rnslaydd. . t /' 

Was not annexation the beat pnrteetkoi i* give to those in. 

JOV-ntt? The Abb? CpufJOire proposed Ihe annexstiop of 
Savoy. Briesoi; dcrSMCd Of an expedition t& Spain. The 
ideal Of liberty hecfltn* charged with agK'EiveiltsjL |t 
heramo H dEpEotHatir instrument. It served to .ustify jnneia- 
tidli EM the placing of countries under tdUUW. Denton 
?poke Of natural frailer? The red rap waa placed un the 
■old policy Of Rich alien, 

The Gironde's policy of SOd-al •riiurervaiism "Wis aOt 
'divorced Itcum iia diplomatic preoccupations. The Circnda 
w ?5 HfrcJd Of pence, because it IVas afraid of (ho people In 
irms. J ' They wilL ncLurn to (Mil *Ux dimals, 1 ' declared 
linlapd, 

Etohctpierre's passionate cnN CLE-m was there! ore welp- 
founded. France lost her fined ran h beraiif^ she wps enable 
to pnevenl laetselt frem ar'-inj against the freedom of oth^r 
peoples. The error can be r-xplc Inert by the lUHiven develop- 
™nt Ol capitalism ft was impossible for Lhe Revolution 
to have a passive fareipn pnl:ry. Why did Et hot take counsel 
front the wise -advice of hlaximdicn and 1 Chi pi j?s ftureign 
policy 1& this liheuuat development which made the soldiers 
at the KCVOLUCitti appear so diffiTcnt t-IJ different cotFitrieaL 
and made eO diverse She tone -of the papula? consult a [.sons 
whtrh ended in Lhe ahhosaticuL of the Hh: nc country, E-avuy, 
and Hire 1, 

It was Dnf Ihcir fiefivisy wjJtv Which Robespierre PC- 
preached the Gironde, and bo hlftisalf fAbld not ho accused 
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ui passivity- But amongst the Ihej; u-I Lite IfevaLutipn the 
Jacvtointf piano saw that the state of Europe mode- essential a 
poster which combined miriness and realism; thut the diplo- 
macy Ol tile Revolution miLJl neither favour coalitions 
against France, fior -cOsLLri hale to Etuci away lYohi Francu? 
the peoples HapiitLBlI towards freedom. It was because the 
Leawti pic-ached by Robespierre was not heeded that □ day 
came when the peoples invoked French ideas against France 
hwseLr 

It is. tryt i ha t the aggressiveness of England waa 
strengthened by (he criminal policy of tile Gliomae. by its 
incapacity to follow a policy LUwfy lo maintain Lbe tnlbu- 
sissm which in the Jlrat Jitwm Irad alirred so many English 
at: sens jn favour ol the Revolution— to detach tkliluLly Lhe 
English people llrom the Court of St- James -to ihovi to tho 
English poepio that their interest and. their future der- idoi 
friendship with France- (tatwwdBrne nras nearly -5 L --.»? In 
attempting to demonstrate this, to condemn the spc-tacular 
demonstrations which, had been stirred up by tho ■counter'- 
rev : imonarv fury of Errand. Nevertheless the hostility 
of England was ir. origin jiiuetj morv profound, and il wmi.d 
he illusory to deny this, ft a erne fmm Shi- frat that Rnqlisb 
capitalism was much- more developed thar French capitalism. 
The A njlp- French Commercisl Treaty of I’Sfi- was an nfifir- 
malion on England'^ part <:f a deLerrliination to expard. 
Rolmspicrra himself described how the- minister of George III 
[Pitt) wanted to sorpro tor EpqlL-tid Toulon, Dunkirk, atld 
(ho Frtiwih ee|i>fii{=s: "It wax a quest ton, sold tlw repCOEOIl- 

tatit'e of England, of rrdiwLpg Franco to political nUlLLly. 1 " 

" Master of Dunkirk, □£ Tbllton, of Jilt tiilejrili0 i 3, ,_ HobOF- 
pinire further said ^Iho English Government , V0hl4 SOCh. 
have furred America to submit to llte domination <jf 

George. It is to be noted that the Cabinet conducted at 
the same time in France and in cite United States twoi 
parallel ir.triciies tending (a tit* same gonL While it at- 
tempted to divide The SoUlJl 0-1 France from lbe North, lL 
plotted to detach 1b* HorUtem provinces of America 
from tho Southern provinces; and Ss (Iwy attempt to-day 
to federalize our Republic, so (hey Utolk IQ Philadelphia 
(0 bleak the links of the CO hie del 1 at IkUt wQfrh unites fcbfr 
ditto rent portions cf the American Republic. ‘‘ 
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The Cc*ist-T"]nt iy-ds thireatebud With bcewnjni u seini* 
colony of England, ]t WHS because the French FU’VoJtiLLcn 
arLiieuiot) French unity, national emuTW’ipnliQn,. and the con- 
disinng fry Jiifi deVelOfit'ijeni uL" Fennell market? and Industry 
■-bat England etl list'd all Lhc feudal fflires <?J 1 h>c Coni Irani, 
□gains; her, 



VIII 

The speech Q? Re^c-^plfrnf from which Lbe urcaler part 
<A Ehe extracts have bcr-o tsfecn,. bacause it pJffijjiUnda in lht 
fullest manner the doctrine CjT (He fuKLgn. policy o£ lht 
Jaoabins. wn? r£Lade 0*1 November 15th. 17B3. il had sreat 
rtpcmiiiirjj sn France and iti Europe. This re pert, On the 
Puirtzrnt ^LtkfltMiu <►/ the Hcpn&llc, was E-T&sarLted a month 
before the vJchrw^efi of Hochs; whjeh freed Alsace, and a 
rrctnih before tide rebellion *1 Vendee. Hobejiaierre: was 
assassinated Uuly £71 h. 1794J a month alter Uk Battle Of 
Fleam?, ag a resort of whfrb Fkllfl&ru lotted the JSeiasase Of 
the fijirihr? ana optded the toad, to ll - + corajueaE <sl Hollond 
The innc\at»rilit treaties -of tLanle? aral the Hague were hot 
the work of the Mont,j£jipndE- When they were ragotiated 
Thermidnria n reaction w\ps nlTefldy victerifHU Jri Ppfif- 

Tlic prookimnti on of Robespierre w^s art art ot taiLh an 
the jiuiiliny at the Republic. J£e Arc'laierl (o the members of 
the Onmrention: 

1,1 Ir France were emsbrd the poll! iroi wvirld would 
crumble. 

"IP liberty perished in Franoe, lbe whole! of NstUie 
would be covered With a funeral veil, and human reuaun 
would jrciTc^i't to thf ohyss of lpnoratlce and baebapjly. 
Eiir-ejse would he She prey of two tir Lhrea 'j^iij'urids Who 
would avenge humanity coaly by making war. and of 
whim the most it-rOCloiie. by crush.ru; his f I vftla. would 
bring tif "Cpcfe la the ordun o£ Cbe rUms and. Taitara- 
After such n jjreot ejtimple and SO many fruitless cftfirts, 
wbn w-mild over again declare w-pr orj tyranny? Qes- 
fio ilrrva like a aea without barsHe, would flood the whole 
world's surface und Would. soon cover the hcifijita oE the 
■p>: 1 1 i t i !’ r. I world where rtflli the afk which rental ng the 
dharLs ai humanity. Tile aprUi urattld h& hut a besfjlBie 
pf erlmc; anri the betrayal Ol our £€Hortio? efferk would 
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jutUfy com che reproach brottHL by u 11 ma*;iisni- 

n»ua hearts against the exporters nil Brains: 'Oh virtue!' 
they would. be -able to shoutt “you at* but a vain nathe r ." 
A1 j .t h cc i j tj j y LLi-ii id haH. these words hove not. lost 
the-Lr fresh nCsS. The Victory d a pcbJetarian revolution in 
1917 throws still more Into relief this Jacobin teaching. 
Atfa.tlSl the Soviet ftei'OLutLuiL, Like the French. Revolution. 
Wta in oiled I he hatred dE the -old wurld. Like- the French 
Revolution, LI hSi aroused the enthusiasm of the oppressed. 
Like it also, it repulsed, the invaders. 

The orator of Ihe ConnrriltScs of Public Safety who 
addressed. the- Convention oat Rovember 13Lh, 17H3, was io 
be swept sway on JoJy STth, 1 79t, by Tiwrmidur. The 
rtblshevihat. however, cushed the Trotskyist Imitator* oC 
Thtrntid.PT: s n reaction. Tlwy hove peoleL-lw! their diplo- 
macy from OiioruShi eKtrsvaneancos. Strone in an Army 
inspired by the popular spirit. ^hiClL also inspired the Army 
or th# Revolution, the Jacobins oJ our epoch, friends aixL 
allies of the peoples who are- vtctlma of ag^ttisEen and whe 
defend the independence: of their country, have me* and. frar 
j-l! SOIlOUnctd. Jo the UrbL'Id tltanr policy of peae - *: ''The Soviets 
do not COVCt Bit Inch or foreign sOLI; they -will nnt redo as 
inch oE Soviet territory." 




THE FINANCES OF THE 
REVOLUTION 

gy J'ciflQZiea ffirtertBUiii 

Dcctra or &r Leant 



I 



I T le ICft&OaHLbLc to exoftltbe the financial <n-hiiwvini':il flf 
lh* KeVbluLion without examining. at least lwspflj-, pw 
Jinann-isL ^LuuUvi! and Lbe system ol tiwcnl inn let 17811. 

The direct [axes i:ulT L kti'N thncn; raitfc,. OTjpEtfl [cun u!id 
i'lreptiouiCJ. 

The (OiN« was un asstcwmcnt (a?t; each, year Pie King 
fixed Lhe sum lie wished to L'Hi*e>; this Was Lhe :l apportioned, 
among the laxpty.i;is, in principle ficcordlflC to ItH'ir ariOjmer. 
But the " jrfjvihSpcd " — the nobility mid the CLerjEi — Were 
■eXEfcPpt MsoTeover iriDLhnd of .issrirsmcnl was nKWf arbi- 
trary! in a Liven vilfajfe thn rale (if jEtsoFLfmifnt fright VStL'j. 
iLotn -OPe to four. 

The CnptHHiuai was twifiinally L ; tax Oh Income. At iLs 
iiLs-tiluLLon nri-SSjij those sutgeclofl to it were divided into 
LwHity-LwD Hasses. The first include," only the £laUE»i i Y1 . 
who paid 2, (10(1 ILonesS (French PMinrisJ per year; liie 
Iwenty-jeccmd, (he lp«st rich, pit]y 1 per year. But 

inter it simply hr rime a tan assessment eopplCJnc jitney to 
the- (iriNr, Trur. Ihe ''priviLegcd'* uwere not exempt 111 prjn 
dp'le But Lhr rlngy commuted ll$ eepitallprc of 4 million 

lh>T<>z a yem- h}- b. Lump payment of §4 milhouss. As. to the 
nohiity, ”it if pruvrd by predse widen™ thdt the great 
lisih and genres of the hlood in practice cv.nSrd (h.s (ax 
l^y lying to! urns which last colLcctori and rnntmllrrs general 
of thy finance? dared not contest."' 

I Shoe a* a Xds'.isiv by iht- rfadi. 

2 Tin- loir Jdi ciut-d Lheo Hi ribh worth DpjraxLTnalcly a e--»nr 
14 Ijmil S JtlV*T). Ah hji uXOTTIpli: sully, Ihu Jdily ¥■ ifiL Ot a PB"*'Pi. 
it iki'r h-1- S lilEVs. 
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The eLiijileine-J WfS i;ISQ & Ednd Of Lncnme (UK H derived 

Sis name nfom the fact (hat al Its inception ll IfvuiI 'Ir- 

an assessed twentieth *1 the J ursine; mter fcvr:il twcniir-tbs 
TVCK imiMSCd This- lull alTncted -nroroe fmm Sand. industry, 
■iihd eorannwts ul'ikc, hU' In practlcx? :c lxirn c-jKLMLLi ;i l]y on Ihe 
i nmmc frcm land: 7$ ifiiDianp tint -yf Y<i..i(JII.','i:u which Lhr li.x 
^ij?Ld«d in E Tf!-4. The ci-WRy commuted ili Hn^lier.'ies :n S 7 1-0 
fur the modest lump sum ty ( H millLcns. 

Thus, in practice. all dirwl '.-jjcilion fell ihl Lho pt-ns&iica, 
the iirLisaju!. and Lhe 1*WHS*i6a|fle £eb£iSiIly. The 1 Crfiat 
estates ul the nobility and, Hlc ChjuxeJt were ibut touched. Fur 
example. Franc his du Neufchatoau drew up for the cnKpavei* 
of his bailiwick of Toul llie following table 



3>p™?i 

Clorsy ... ■ ■ ■ T.fiaft 

Nobility ... ... ... Am 

ftfllcr-rst of Ibo hailkvirk ... £;i£ 

Tiers (all nlhiersi ] ll:-.i,i.~] li 



tn ;ii is; cayn :lu' Tiiii'j furnished !)l5 per rcnL. of trie dircscl 
laxo 1 ;;. AnoLhcr typical ejiailiple: in Hie viliajjo MuraL-le- 
■Quoiro ( Puy-doDj era: ) , the Countess de- SaLQf-FaijLjjUei On Si 
land revenue of mure- IFum H.IIGD ZirrtS, paid -160 ZltdVs (Or 15 
per cenl.) r while die peasant, L.luior Ernslerp, with an inborn? 
of 17U Jictrse paid 1ST licrea (or B5 per cent)— that j£ to t^y, 
He was assumed sis lihWH is llltfll its the Counlcss 

in 3 '. ii-i of lY:> millions cf Budget, mvipts direct i.o>: a! iurl 
raised 3 MCI mill kins, or >1 II per rent (CuiNc: lift millions. enpiLil- 
Li.t>ii.- 4^ millions, iizrapfcemes: till nuLlJons}. 

Lei i.i:i new examine indirect tmxajtlau. On top Ul the 
numerous 1 a_K.es on deeds end o wive vanccv. ursd '.hose oft 
market Lr;i ii.wjc 1 inns (euiUmis and tolls Inside the country 
there Were l,fl(M IcttL-hOdaes til Fiance) were the Bides and 
the flflii e-lle. The aiilee were coxes on am Immense variety r>E 
ennf.-umers' goodi. in particular drink;. TbSs vexation; ion 
made necessary a most nwtkmtoua smd incessant cum ml 

which seriously hamjjeced the development:. of industry. 

But It ivs; ( ::pi-i,:ul)y (he pubuZLr — Lhf suit (ax — which 
w\ni the ohjcitl of dee justified haLv-ed of the people. Ill 
the rrvgiiirs. of the Great GulwCLe'' every person over yeven 
year; o: r_ p ■: ■ had lo buy trn.m the odminir-1 ra Lion at ]0&ut 




THE FINANCES OF TICE REVOLUTION 



65 



61 -ul sallr it wis 'duty' 1 salt reserved ''jXmr Te pul 

Ft la jaELert lr (far onnkery :inH urut-lj; lit ■:■•:: u !rl rtoL, fur 
cxozrjpL-;, bp nwd for failing provi-Sioni An array (rf pubcELe 
police saw ibpt the- ICSU IdtBOlli were phnenrad; they lduIJ 
impose Obq mo*! severe penalties. including the golhjyfr, 
As Lhi? Kslt-tpx varied widely in dalTeiciu parls. salt-snutg- 
gling wax parUCUlBly file. No fewer titan 3(10 men. WK- 
third of th(M COhukled, Wuhl Ed the galleys eath year fob 
unuggling Jtalt OF tobacco. To grasp Jite weight til UlIb- 
tax, l( suftcos- 10 5 fty UiaL the pile? of salt was 12 K’Jts &, 
pound tn 1783 In the re-giGls -of Ibp Great ije [■?!!<>, buL flst'i 
to out" <ol Ih ITINl alter ijadireet taxes tvv.-ere abulished by 
the CvntlltLietnl Assembly. 

Tfte Slate did not cmiiraj these luxes directly, They 
wwo "fer-jYitd" — tliaL is to say. ccltocUld by a enneeasi cna^FO 
who EdartmtttMi Lhe SljLj? a given revenue. This concea- 
si^njure tvOs IJte QlHVJMflnie (icy FaV-Ktcers Ceneranj (Com- 
pany i:I Farmer-Oencralst Formed by jjg|y Farmfr-GeEieFfllit 
each drawing HOILOAO rii^ey a year iind dim-ting Jin enor- 
mous adniziistiaMim (mumt employee; j. To the people, 
their awn poverty appeared u difset runser]TiCJlCe Of the 
F( rmer-GcTJirsk' wealth Slid the taxes they srpMeatd Jta:ti 
tbenn. They went revolted si the Farmirr-Gi'neraJa profiteer- 
ing in Lhe Laxt-s which rondt; ll'e LAX heavier for them and ftsy 
pruduc-Live to {ho SI ale 

Such were tho (axes which weighed on lhe people in 
17SII-; hot let US PCI rorflel the tithes aisdl lhe ever-increasing 
feudal dues, only to shall wo get. a correct idea erf :he 
financial stale o' the counCry pr.or So the BovolulLoti. lo 
IJw: opinion of the economist. Dijjiur.i-. de NpfnQeu'B, the lilhe. 
Crust Cqpil rent). alXl other feudal docs etiuaLled approxi- 
nuilr-ly ttllCOdlliStLers of the King's demands. This shoit:-. 
what a burden was- buiMi*.'- by Ih.n prnsanla tind St [stains, and 
whet Hit obstacle taxation -.vas to the d-evcJopmont of indus- 
try. It OlaiJi ahaws fcimr, w ith the most weftllhy exempt, the- 
tyatOih (Via .nCOpistile of solving fh« liTlBIbClal piublems it 
created. As M. atorion expressed it, this lim-a] system wait 
P05A "Very oppressive and very iPeCTaCLehl.' 1 

2 French i^jivJh, 5W §tmt, compared to lie Kr.glbh iitsund or tSO 

E-TVii. aLWHLWltiiuiihily. 
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Despite- Ibcst* tBTCtHk Uie ftuyiit Stale Ifwmd itself IilliI 
with ever inLeti*;^ ing- financial iinLbarT-assrnenit, Ouurt 
t'Kjtenwii waste iitid fraud on all s«d« and the east <if tine 
■:. : nr In American kepi i.iw Rudeei in a state t>E p.-rm-nneni 
eietleit. Court -yupufifea xvere 4« mil Hues -a year, oik- 
twelftb of lien Stale jneame: lS.DuD noble oiricees r <ssi as 
much again, Sine* thu "pri vilcs«t" in prtKtft-e paid no taxes, 
n-tfu/i wda nwd<- to torrawinj! osiH marc UirArtwinii: lienee n» 
twer-grawlrig purLian -of Ow: Hii(ijLH'i went tu bhy I ntereit im 
ttebt. Tlte public debt whs artUflUy trebled durljiji Lhe on-DCfi 
years uf the relsn o? Ikiuik XVi. White debt interest In 1T74 
t ust 93 Jblllluns. in iTM ii amounted hi :i]fl jsilI I ions, or ensre 
man Jiall {exactly per rent} lo tainl expenditure. Tu 

it] pet current expenses, und avoid bpnkruplry, money oa> 
burrowed fium financiers (tho faririnr-flFnerals fur instance* 
In it;. i l;;::[iii >; [tie laws flJ fuliiiv yeans. Jn 1h is ivpj- laxe^ 
vl i.fp consumed In HChfiinee. ass LtibL at liie opening ei: the 
SliaJer-Oe'i^WlL Ltle- ^iiJleil war UhJy nfl millinns, but 
jin mi I Inina ol LhO rcuicnue due in L7H0 -Mild 17H rn;|liu*i* 
nt th.iL frum Flee I Writ cijpu in-anlJLtf tif LTUl-'i hail already 
1X4.' 1 1 rTHiTtgng.ml En tile eyeA at c.'erVabe. the iilAIUliOD fluCm- 

e-a to lie VL'i LhiiuL hope. 

The political Eianijk'aiuyi of (Pis Cite If trail* -nrrny <>? 
rrnlicrj- calUlot l>c Isnoted, Evtiybudy was featluE -Of the 
itiliin-. ALI we rt aids. of Churl exiravasancu. and knew 
that -lin Die list i tl nUbSOiibeis to the public LOdfna W-uie placed, 
by order of the King, "prsi'ilupi'd pereara who, White not 
f ubarrlhing a Eivre, would receive interest un an imaginary 
sum. Ilx«t at the King's pleasure. 

As diurcs notes. L 

•'It is easy In Ufnd-enland in what aji extent the Slate 
cred Stars were a 90(1*1 force; thraugh them The hiini- 
jpeLsie mure fiiuihf l«L mfl?-ter5 the mad cm State before 
they pained politleat [Wwer, There wn* J1P resimi; 

u'hirh euuld have resisted an uprising of ih? rrcditnrs; 

□Tid the buUlfat&iaEBt ewidlli>Tia of the monan-hj- of Itn- 

oLd n^Lme. ™> lohEer felt LtsHtf safe wllh llw latter. It. 
always tiod Lit Fear a com pJete or pariiall bankruptcy 
deereed by the witt ill OtlO man; amt Lte fear nose with 
the increase in Ibe dabt Jl*elf. Hlvnml wrote “l'he 

1 Jinrei: L*S I^IISCH tn™i 1 riliEHH-L dd la KUn nAlfel inlfc rn±riL'Jl--r. p. M. 
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RcvotuSien was carried out by (be rent Let's,' Tind It is -quite *■ 

ftrtsin. that if mflny oj the bourgeoisie items rded a now 

under, n was 1® place the public debt DW the ggnrBJitno 
or t n._- DdtLDfi: mote- solid cinan thul «T the King/' 

1L 

Financial anj AwpJ questions had engrossed atientwn 
for a Ions lime. Thu eruu mjr Importance of tile commer- 
Ctai Slid jfld ucLridZ IxiujgCuiau lit'wiipleu the CioSe study <?J 
economic phenomena which accompanied the eflurt of the 
Em-yckipjediata to CMnuteiiend ej-iiieielly the whole universe. 
This was duhe U> the “phyaLocratfl," □buuL Whom it is pecus- 
afOiry to soy a [Uw ivards. 

■'h -5 to Ihe p(i.¥'-iiip< , r.p1s>" WClter hlTlJH, “IJI tyOUfdC'tMH 
KwJety that boienga the honour -at having dhiily^ capi- 
tal. And ITUs makes ul tlioin Lhe Leal creaLoja of iradem 
economy," 1 

Their oysters, uC which the pnneipfl!: Okponeaits were Do. 
<JtlO£TiDy, Tur^:.. Lc TruiJto, DlipOItt de hT MU-uHIS. eti% n.- 
necls chu prMk iniinaiLtly afirictillural charAeLtw trf lYmi-ii «vj- 
Jlujny at this iiuTiud. "It CULTcspohds 1 1 1 0 j' i. j T- uj ■■. ■ to hukijuwi.s 
coriuCy at I Ho Lime a.’ Its etYHriiOnCL- Ixoiiri Lhe feudal ay stem. 
Its birthplace i s theretofore France, above ali an ajji ii-oitural 
Lounlry. acid nut England, where mrnjtierft, iralusL?y and 
mtrciinlile marine dufnLn&Led." It is, in fart, in sj^Hl".i]- 
Tiire that the origin nf surplus value is mast easily ■ri/li’t- 
guisbrd: '’The tptnl frad that, the worker OJhsumes k good 
year, had year, is leu Lii.,n llu: total 'tinl ho prixlnres . . . . 

Ln Agrirullun 1 can he *PiTi ijlrerlly the surpluj of lue-V3l UBS 
produced over the ib®-v#1ikb consumed by The workor; there 
is no- need, in odcr to be able tv u interna nd, to analyse value 
in aencrai and go grasp the nature at valuo. lh tt la mutch 
less evident in industry- Therefore for the physiocrats the 
only productive labour was agricultural labour, the only one 
to creek surplus value. Industrial labour only mudifled the 
tom; lL did not create surplus value. Thus all wealth came 
from the worteine of the Land. 

L KarL Mini: HIHUilire U-s IKh-v-Iiics ltmni>in!qiie^ patilL?hed by 
t'wte* VcJ. L p, W. The TdlScM-’lviE quotations arc Taken finm She 
mr chapter. 
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The applicdl ion of LllLs liiturv uf taxation was clear; if 
uIL wlzjLcLl is derived! .'run Lb? wurKjnjg -1' (be Ijr.d, it wn$ 
1Tb? : bOOdle from the I:i:kL which had. lo b? Luyod and that 
alorn? Marx LiVsi iCdliy drew attention la the facl ihnt "Lb? 
Li.|_ii_ia;'i.:iL glnlrl Bcaluon a J Lrnlcd pcapurLy ii cities. with ih? 
economic tiejatiouj or this earns properly umi the eonfir- 
aHJlon cl capitalist moduridan, AIL taxed are Levied an 
land tejiis. In other words, landed property IS partly eon.* 
Await'd. That Is what - . - Ihe Legislators &I French 
Revolution attempted to do," 

Naturally, tills tirimJry pcLreufacM CrtUCunfL. It jeems con- 
trary ki common. aer.se to cunciud? LL Lisa leu, to tax ihft 
financier albr? Lb due end all Laaui Tali uLLLhlaleLy an lb? 
Lend. Wide dispariilei af standpoint producied gitam nur.se- 
tjuetece*, revealed as the Eevoluiliitt developed. 

For instances, the article bh “Texes" in the EltilnSLJutrdifl 
(attributed la Hue Chevalier d? J-aucourt) advances boldly 
tbs principle ol ny-jduated taxation! "Let the State levy 
most Irani the people jji easy clrcuiaat an ces, and not burSetL 
the lowesL daes SL all. While all subjects benefit alike from 
Government protection and the safely it gives. the lUs^srlty 
In. rtiolr fortunes and an the advantages they deni’e cads lav 
assessment in conAirmily with these L wcjUBllti'ee."' The ar|i- 
de emdude® wJUl aueseaUcns of how to lereiw “the nation 
rieit and powerful, , . til Buppett agriculture end com- 
merce, Bounces *1 the wealth ef subject and sovereign , . . 

(S> Restrict Ihe immoderate growth of w«hh and useless 
clt-urges, ( 4 ) Abolish monopolies and tolls , , , wess- 

lions of the farmers .... {6} Correct Lhe Erritnti eg abiue 

of (he wltte, tut imlltia. Bird (he saLt (tflj Finally , 

reduce- tasca end assess them according to principles of 
distributive Justice- France would be too strong nmi the 
French too happy Lf these meUwda were put mio pmebne. 
But Is Hie dawn or such a beautiful day ready to appear."' 

Yes re had passed since lb? publication tit the E’ic}fc-U> 
jh-j-dM. hut the Cnhterg de fJrvleajirTt of ITUS show lUiw Lb? 
TTiaSECS were mobilized by the ijueaEinn nf th? hrurwee. 
"There is not one- Cuhitr which does not dwat? m essential' 
part til Its rriuram to- public finance. U'hat Ln general did 
they drensTid.? 
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111 Use first place chai nr. end should lie pul lo arhitrnry 
nwriioda ih taxation., that nnliotl should eaWCise its ixip- 
trol Otter expcrditure ns wvll SE over income. For example, 
hen:' is what is said thb Ofiljiff die JC!EhJ-C^r.' 
the excess ui bread jutecs over the waces of neceasLLouii 
eLtlienE/' 

“Article 5.- Thai to Hid Natl HI, alone, sje-iO misled LM 
ilSfC-E-CCriem! the right to thtiseiil Id and to 

remit last is, to authorier i;sR$ a si d. to crc-ale olliceB. 

(l Article f. Thnt money sLendands. csnnfil he altered 

cither by name or otherwise without the -BSEtnc or the 
£iates’G*raajtft_" 

Certain of the tatlJe+tf retii>*St the King tu reduce- his 
expenditure and that of his GMMJL But they an: Lmomm.rjjs 
*h tine essential point; the aupprCH-ifen. of indirect taxes and 
the equal LiahltlLv of all to taxation. Kelt La the opinion 
recorded in the CshiflJ 1 of ClieEnay (hear Versailles) : 

2 . We request Lbe suppression of die WfJIfli; and alt 
Other BLceasuries, suppress ion of the flid« r ynDfd-fE, OOI1- 
t-lL'Ia, li.e tobacco farm,, and plboT huKtcnSHnC 1 , Vtxatf- 
OUE, and hismJJiating impusi turns oh 1 I'm. people u I Ute 
cvuntryElde." 

And. the Clkier of Saint -Cyr nives nearly (he formula- 
tian tjf the declaration tiJ tits nijfhts n# Kan : 

“Article J. That u3L la.tes beinj?: a lawful CIVIC chaTgt' 
in COtHHluti must be equally bocne by all without d Lit Inc- 
t; ”“L Of rank nr stale, jirOpnrLionalt; !o their property and 
ability.*' 

Lct us Odd Ihe mov.nq plea of the Cn.h.Les' of PtiSC* 

J ' There la no la* worse, nun; unjustly^ rnc-Te ridicul- 
ously aaaeaaed Hum that of the febrile. It would eeetis 
that those wild invented it said: a way must be found 
to make the poor HHltrihUte as much 01 nearly ns murft 
as -the rich , . bul ai nt coll not impose pn the 

Iditbe, the HCctiaOrics Cn iniimdry, the corned, Ou: eapilu- 
lion, live rbiyf-Cmta. etc . l . because they would not pay 
them and n't Would fisid nothing in their homo.' CSITC^- 




TO 
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ponding to ;h<e a^t^merls. let us invent Hu? heavy 
[illation p( sb It: ... tisch wafl Hat £NM[ TvowmiiiS w-bLotl 

:he aflonts of the roLWhue must have had wh™ they 
Invented this delestoble tas.- 

Sfime CAhitfj proletd e®i*Tist (lie taxing of tlie poorest 
the tux “that ha? bcna placed on unECTlviiaLes Jar 
whom [lie lahnu? frf their Hands is alleys msulEleJeiit Iftr 
Lheir subsislenri? and Ibat <rf thdr families, This lax tan 
tmly owe its Lnvesitujf! t*> semLa vile and mercenary, emomies 
Of all j ustiiy: and without mercy for suffering’ lltimimlty'* 
(CdJiier iif Grauvcs) Same CaHierp rpqtiert "that a just pw- 
porLiun of the Laura shall fall pn th? caplt&llrKl& and mef- 
Chanffl' 7 (Cnhi^j 1 of CocJjnirTSJ , 

Z:l fact Lhe financial demands of the Chi'iifi'j rif 
■Of the Tiers tan he summarised a? follows: 

1 The nation alone ton agree 1o taxes!;; 

5. Suppression jf indirect taxation;. 

9- Equal llphitity of all to taxation; those moat riels to 
pay mot-1, the poorest to he e stem pi. 

Nearly a century later i. fpciire published on June Jfldi, 
3DD0, ihc pro^rajr.ine oE the Parti Ozu:Tt£T Frnnmig (French 
Workers FnrLy) drawn, up iny Jules fluesde in collaboration 
Vi ith M an and Unp. ::l : , of which oile of lhe rla usta was as 
loUowa: 

"Abolition of all indirect taxes and iransforminjf of 
aLl direct la :■; Li :in inLo it progressive tax on Lnruine over 
a.OUCN Inmc3.” 



lit 

We Saw earlier what was the fihancSal situation a 1 , the 
lime the StuEes-GefieraL assembled hi Versailles, May 5CJl , 
ITSN. “The distress ef the royal Treasury" staled the 
MhUator Neekerv -Dts general penury, is so visible tha( Jt 
is no lunger possible to conceal , , the extremity uf the 
financial crltia" 

The UpeI steps tlf lhe NfltlePUl AsB^mhly werp the more 
difficulty because tho reforms It was resolved upon only 
inciWBed the dfiflctt- The suppression: of cine tax uiiiEle 
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esaf 3UQ millions; tLthe& were eiipprcared, biL the -3. ate had 
to provide 100 miLlione a ywr the upkeep *1 tine Chiibch. 
The iMiaanlzaUcn or the lax iymein obviously had. In 
overcome these difficulties. bul it iieceasarily Uwk time, acid 
the meed few money was exlnr-mtly m*enitt -oil Uie muft s* 
because or the ram mo and the meed to pur chare wheat Item 
phnot-d- The Nation] A^sembLy deemed on a tiippldnentory 
tax whif-li made Hie jsrfvitflBcd. pay imMur sad i^jHicriioii fcF 
the l-nsl six months of Lho year; at the same tmte LL pioe.- 
er.hctH the t^anpil iaig for ] 7t?t> Of a second bouk Of TfnjJtteFHe 

fo include all not in Ihc first list fitst onre again money 
was nrcdtci at once. 

U Li 1 1 :-'j„- She classic Eastern, of loans? A loan of 30 mihions 
was Launched or. Aqgusc !:Lh, JVS!', at 4) per rent, interest, 
"r ■. : L un Angus! 2T th Neuter ;i nnounred that bnniiK line 
interest was V:nj low it -had tailed. I', had (inly i(-jlira:ii a 
little more Ihr.n 2'. millions. A new loan was Lhcn Juuiarhcd 
ot -■ pc s Dent, which could hr subtH/Libed half in rash and 
half in dr-ods fop rents. It was rraire successful, but dE the 
Hid millions ihal were aimed at Jtoi much more titan 5G 
milli-nns waf raisrd. li is clear Lbat t;ce result was quite 
bCUffleienf. 

MeaiiwhLle, lis the tain I lie erew. popular aelLatton ex- 
ten-slud. On October &Lh and bth tiie Fari 3 ie.il women ntprcll- 
ed to VflfaaJHea, protLaimetl their discontentment and frrooeht 
the Kind -and the National Assembly" to Pails into the midst 
of Hie jMoislo, If w'SiS therefore not by chance that it ycb$ 
•precisely on October flit’, that the fistwHta] A.wmbly 

decided -on Lhe ‘'fualriolic contributum-" The donlnrodon os' 
HU m beau la famous : 

“■ Here Ifl the list Of WHETS- I'nenrhimrn, rhonse inuini; 
the mof-l rich e* oa to JsaGrifijt* the smellrst number of 
Citizens, ■ . AlUms. 1 ebeae two thousand potables pnsseSS 
enough to pay Ihe dehrit. Rung buck order into Lhe 
flneocei. peace and prosperity-’' 
what did this ' palcioicC contrilKilian'' consist of? 1 tn 1 lie- 
And flare, il will 1m nclcd Lhnt Ltiu word "tan" 1 WBS ro- 
plarai by the crard ''rOntribulionT: il was Intended to 
jhcyw that this eflnTi vims ml iirtpntnl OH HUP nation, but 
ih^t it was a sacrifice which it undertook co accomplish. 




'3 
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Thu cxiri^'.iiuiiort was equal lo a qiinrt?i' of 1 lie i iiCOfr-e 
<lf uvfir.y'sirie. Mciwq-' and je-weLs rueno subject to a tSH Ol 3 £ 
|*:r Cent. of their value. In cutilfirmity with otm Of Ilia 
vasenLial demands eJ -the fTchicrs, inroinea of lesa thatl tflCi 
■iiiTeSj were exempt. The Hist third wan due -OH April lst p 
JTlKi, the cither Evra-thLrdK in. (he two ye-pril follc-wiim. Care 
Was La ken It? inform the .utidc-r.- lJs.nl. they WUlM be teLrnbiitS- 
as khhi as passible; it wa? Iherefere. Ju fact, a COJripulSOj^ 
loan. 

What ADS the tnoocss of this operation? dele eWdeaTud 
What became mere end more evident lELtcr, Llial the rich 
buirrscaLrie did m>1 support the ftevuUltlOCl as did the hejflaitti 
dhii the artisans On March IQLh, ] 79 b, it Whs Dubois de 
Crapre who showed that white the poor, ki ruoforiii wilh 
the 'mtentionK o-t the Nptiona! Assembly. had exhausted 
Ihe-jnscLvcs, the- rich Sjwiied thrmsplves ahsmeJeasly. On 
July ifiiJi, 171 IC', the Finance CommiUee *1 the ASisebibly 
avowed thst "the class which bai hlOgt l£, In part, the one 
which has most spared Ltself, though it roily needed, in order 
tn assist the state, to draw upon its surplus cw its reserves; 
while :he eis^a in Sio least easy elreumitances. consulting 
l«JW ils ilreneth 111 n n Its patriotism. has esiiausled Lts miDuie 
nod even deprived Itself of moesi if ic .1. " 

The Assembly loch a aeries cl measures to stimulate the 
coIJrrtinn ol‘ (he Contribution (direct levying ef those rnnkuig 
wo returns, or false returns, esc.). In all 3t produced about 
1011 re ill ions. But already the hierr.bers of the Constituent 
had seen the bad faith uT the rich and were speabi ng of 
imessUPCS- to forte them. Id contribute to the ermnn^n esuse, 
Concurrently. Ihe Constituent enacted financial reforthS. 
After the famuiis nitfTiL of August 4th, on August 371 h, J 7 S 5 , 
il adopted in Ilf Do:i;uat:Di: of r !n: - Righls or Vjan the fut'idO- 
inenlal jir:iw pcs already several times asserted; 

"Article XI IL Foe the upkeep of public power a nd lo 
msst llle Ousts nt adjiUniSlratUm, 4 oammon COntrlbUtiOUt 
Is Lndl spun able; it must he equally shored amoaigaL all 
iltlitfia Oil the basis of (heir ability, 

J, ArUde XIV. The citizen# hnup tho piffltL Ld ysriry 
thwieelMfli UT IhroUUEh IhuLr rcpTOBGnlalfltlvee* Ule BfiCM- 
£■11 y of the [>ub]Lc twnlrihiftLein, to fr-wiy consent to iL la 
its use a^d determine iU qiiol-a, assessments cotlectiou 
hnd durulion. 
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On a :-^l c^nlJtr Uji'v , 1790V :i p-JOfiYesBl ve BlippHiflfllXlB Of 
tti* pabeEte d : fls dcfldod; which ^'bj comjUeleil on Munch prt, 
170b Then the CopbUIuSIoii passed to the reonahtratlMi 
ol Iho system *1 taxation, it replaced the pfevloiis taxes by 
three mnin tujcrsi tlie «mtrlbuti<H 4 swatere (law of wovem* 
tier 23rd P ] 79DJ , the ca^trilnilfon mio&lbere (January isth, 
17011 flbd the tmpnt W> l»t pnfanlHjg ( M nrdh a™*, 17?1>- 

Thp eon.[nhii:i!&tt: /ptKbe^s was tax £5 sensed <jn net EhitrhrWl 
from land and Ihhiscjec It was not to •xcced pne-sixth qf chs 
budget and was to ruing in a io-al of 300 millLcns. 

The rosifTi hadim* mohdier* was also an asseutyL tax.. It 
included a uniform Si of there dnvs‘ labour, from which tbe 
poorest tv £5 exempt, a tax uf on e- twentieth oo i a dual rial 
ir.riJtnes. SJid on personal wealth, (fixed in accordance with, 
the rrnt, nnd tab ng .nlo- cans id erst ion eIlc siumbcr of ebll- 
drnij n. progressive tax ora servants, a tax Dll horses and 
mules. By Ihesf In-st taxes it was evidently intend vd par!i- 
riilarly to hit :n o spenal wuy lhD:H wiU) lai^e incomes. 
Sixty noi limits; iL'tn rxpcrUd (rem, it. 

Finally, the ssjipof: Ins patcnles was crea'crl by the Santo 
law nf Wnnrlt Ssid, ITfll, which supple sI-Hld rihJIlopplIes. It 
hjt jlre cqm.mr-nci.pl and industrial prefessiuris and Yv&r to 
be ilxed aurardinii La the rental value Of profess tpnaL pn- 
. mixes or ofilres. 

But the institution of this (lltandal reform met with 
numerous, diflirutLiei. Thu assessment of tilt? “ognlributLcmi" 
ii™$ She drawing up of the tax b5lfl wa B JHnwd in the siauds 
n: Ike TnuoidpaLi Lises, wldielL were ill prepared for Lho work. 
In February, LTP2. ti! 40,00(1 municipalities puly fi.'l-til had 
discharged the last. Tile "contributions" weio sitiEL badly 
distributed. The prapottlWl *f ineomfi -Bjssrsscd var.ed CubEl- 
derably from one Ideality to BJUWUcr, hut the principle -of 
SiartuaLian. was applied in ahSOESing Sltt cenlrihuLlims in each 
cummiuie; tliere were HP jQUjpCT injustices sui:h as W«tt 
quoted at the be-ifimiini; of this Study. Important projiiusa. 
bad been arhieved ob Utle $Olnl, 



IV 



The patriotic contribution 1 ' came in slowly. The ro- 
*rsapl2aLloa o£ taxes was to hear fruit Tiiiich Later. It 
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necessary immediately ;s> ttniS money, m pay Civil Ser 
VSQla, Lo repay ln&na:, to pay LntetOSl ob debts, pispfbase 
Wheat from nhmnd. and -aveil (b deal with snclal quwiJoBB. 
The Constituent had SCI up a Comitc dp Mendicite presided 
liver by ths D'lit-j de s. HOCltgfuubaidd-Li^nrnurt, and this 
nmuBitlM tLKplamcd that assistance: in' Lhc ''unfortunate'' 
dan “is a £ta[s cJiprge Like- tlHi payment of Civil ^crypule, 
Liic upkeep of Ihe Church and all other public ehaigeg/ 1 

TalleyranHI and MirSihcSiU proposed a Solution.- to plpre ihs 
property of (he Cftarch at Jtle disposal of Ibn Tuition, The 
latLcr would coni In Ut the etiariluble services performed by 
the diui'eh, bill It IH'OUld take over i L< immense property,, 
valued at ■t.lKJ'J QIKI.WQ 1 EloPes.. The Constituent. after £ form 
discussion, derided oh Otl-tber JtLh, 17fl9, by &]& votes to 
fttfi, to Hppr^priale the immense doannlns of the Ctldceh to 

S'-LarEntee the SlaLt debts. 

“Whflt, then, must hr dime, row Ihftt lUfi ha VS no credit, 
new flliat We are ocitlier winitiR nor abJe to go oil moit- 
S a B ijl ff mit rs-YOAues. but want on the contrary to free them 
ftOhl Vhru m bran res? 1 We musL do whet h WAVS l uWQSIs of 
property do in similar dmimjljsrec we must sell 0<Jr palrl- 
Tinony,'" 

The Assembly decided to twjpn WLth the sale of land:; worth 
MO milllims. RomS? Iw that amount Were issued to pay the 
most pressing debt, that Oblrtratted WLth [lie Chirac 
d^njsiple, a pnvBfte barite wilic-li then dominated comiuunre 
and rireulptrd notes, TilOFe State bonds. SeCaLod wptin the 
sate of Church piopeily, WfrtO hoi □ fid-JOiaiy isSus in the 
srtrirt srnsp; they bore S POL' COAL Interest and wens paid to 
Ihf Cni^Sf d"fc"-5C0blpt[ P which issued then la the public. The 
bends wero legtil lObdcy ih payrhehL for Church property. As 
thp spies piOPeetleO , tllO bonds would return fa tbs SLatr- and 
hr cano^llofl, Thus (.Tie SLatfr'i debt would be paid. An :s 
seen.. :t WBi hOl a ijUEation u! money In Ihr strict sense ot Lhc 
term, but tOIHla bearing ititobest Dll nAsipruiti ('"LL‘!fiKnrn.erii3'’> 
«H?lvflhmt to Treasury bills. 

but the ojieraSion was not sufteasEol: people hesitated Lo in- 
volve thamreEiNiB in the purchase ol CHurch propeny. They 
dmiblod the jscijrinnone* pf ibe alienation of Church lands. 
Semelllings had Lo be durie. Therefore: the Assembly decided 
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cm March 17th, 1795. la make the mu ns dps] 5 ties lhe inter- 
mediary Jar a]' Lb&so land sales, and aa obviate- direct contact 
heiwtmt buyers and Jjurmcr owners. Thew the first ctati^ttazs 
were cancelled, acid i>:i April IT?3i. ITUQ, rCptaCvd W-itli an issue 
bearing 3 per cent, interest. 11 was decided Lo repay nil Elate 
and Church deb Is Ln non-JAteiflSi beating "7no^ney-iI£ritrll6^LtT, ,, 
and Jar this pnrpust! ta 1 ism-e, nat -I nO millions;, but I 2iJ0 rr.il- 
licms. The decree af April 17 th o.lsn stipulated that the esifl 1 ^ 
?v;£s "would have inoney value bvLwecn all persons through- 
out ihi* kingdom ajsct '.canid be oar op led as park in public and 
private puy-DdHaer.' 1 H mr Lhe! ess, their rfhcinl value was opt 
maintained nnd -minpr-LiliDn devi L Ji>ped between ihc iipw paper 
money and tfic motel rprrnnvy, inlernsifled by the fact that 
the iis-ssfuaLf were issued nt ilTiJ in multiples of l.(IIM) Elites. 
There was spin an CJcrhonge rate of (tssignvf? in gold. 

From Lhe start the ess.fj iv b lost value. as lire lolLo-WlElg 
figures shew. With a gold lOHE( vt '£\ Uwfia COUlti be bought 
in rcsiipnati: 
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Thus the depreciation was considerable. What were tiifr 
■essential reasans" First dE alt Lhr pnliLirsil urearfatPtyi 
people preJerted gold or silver tp paper rrcinry, In 
CllMhCO, afr.ttbals were freely ofTnrrd for sale, white "h-aid"' 
JtiOhey was '“LirJiL. The emigrants had taken appreciable 
quantities af bultian abiuod, and 1 h^> Stetfi required bullion 
-br its purchases ahrpad ar.d to repay ioflns. 

However, Ltic snip gj Church LPTids wont WOll; a political ffL— 
iLili af prime importance, since J1 proved that the tiStytfupri- 
atian el fhuirh lands was d.efltlllivc It COhCirniCr 1 ihe d( the 
aj'gurnents: which had weighed in thu uvaLiitg of Lhe wysify 
ItutS: "'It is p question." 1 one of the aupportbjns had stilted, "af 
strengthening tho Constitution, culling PIT hope fiam its ene- 
mies:. and hinrjkng ID# people CO Um new wrier by thc:r |i»- 
L-ercst." Ry November, 1TH 1 , 1.52T1 miSLians -of Church lands 
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had b«n sold. while elUy J,H0lt pr.il lions of assrffn.aU t\?d heed 
’EBund (UOO on Stplember l»th, iTftO. and 6HQ on, May 17Lb. 

1 7P1> . But the Ce:is.lilU¥ni had (rnlhnriied I he purchase uE 
national property hy annual Jnsipimcnls spread aver twrtue 
yvar# und the purchases made wsde use «f Uids Tar-- it}*. .11 
I'alLciwud from t-nis thuL the pssjfl-iuiti catue In so aiowly Muil 
n roily ill renuuned in Circulation (-railjr 4M millions o( the 
1,600 rYi ilbiotis issued had irejme- in), Miirt'CVOP, It had been 
decided li buy OOt -aid eusucessions, They WOK bought with 
bunds valid for ihr purchase of nr.tinju) property, in the sanrt 
vray as OMfffitftt!. The liGUJdatsnn of Lbiese oonwxKipns coat 
fumi mill Sons, from which arose, In ■rraisetiuenoe *1 this meihod 
ul' pnyrrjftn. a considerable now iblllfllion. 

Ahuther difficulty erase from Large denomiitatlons in 
which the cStla^ra were issued. As Choir workers and OEltl- 
sans were piitd III cash, the employers had to convert u£il(J- 
7 !di 3 LbCn L-aeh, end lost on (hfl enclliujjr. The oanstllueilt K" 
fnscji jtr r. long c5roi: Lq i*sue mSJHgUflba of mall dehdEnijSa 
non?, which Ll saw clearly would throw upon the workers 
artisans, the less from depreciation, but ftt finld and silirer 
hLOW senr.-cr a:id were hnnndeil, baillfE, municipalities, and 
pHVide pcrr-on:; made their payments in fJin^fe hn confianit 
(“notes ccrfldsnee'T, virtually “jiates of hnrat." Soon it 
became C^ar Ihnt She inuJtjpJicatitm of these “notes nf eoivfi- 
£}«ut lh was strraixly prejudicial to Iho tnfjjfiittutE, and the AS‘ 
icjub’-v rci-i gnotl LLseif to issuing eoaiptULs Ol 5b joas, 25 jtOUS, 
J5 s^a ip suns (EkTitnhLT .2:3 rd, 1761), BTtd. tflitude the 
^£U.ih£ OJ 1 new 'nnLes el cbTtfWwioe, ,J whlotL hiid to be with- 
drawn Erom clrcvlnt-ind by the end «I 1TP2. 

Meaowblh, Ihe sale or national property continued, the 
fiiuLc paying elL its I i:il mluI and -rateiual debts. assuring its 
independence and prcpuflTlC the needed trhnsftwiaatUHl of the 
llscoi system. Despite the grave dspraciattan el the 
prices did rjot Stow fl" appreciable increase. 

The wif jmd the policy of the G-imbdc in the legislative 
Assembly worsened bile JLnmnciii) situation. On this Lsftie. 
1tw fi r..:Kli:is. the npM&entativra of ihe biff industrial and 
^irineTcieL bflUflCWSte, Jhd the JacubbiS, tLie Kvoluliihuiijy 
demoernti, were lo clash. 
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JDurLd^ lihc ex is ten nr pj Uj^ LetfiSdatiw no Joan y,- a:s 
Isunclmd: they confined IrterPSelves to iKKiiin^ assis-iLka. Tbre 
rjnifisian □( asiifpjaCJ,. WilLch was S8fl millions- on May J'.th, 
JT91. jrjrraiBt^ to 1„7(JQ BSIULimlk on April 5011i. 1792, and 
neaifly 2,flOO miliUma in Bepteihlurr, 17&a. And the expendi- 
tliM was continually IsicrcHiinj. On November lJlb, Cbmbfin, 
u-'bu was tho grant financier of- the folipwiiig: years, declared 
that fur Lie month -O-f Noi/Chiber [fir ccllmated JesjeipLs -vrers, 
ZB millions and the e spchdl Lure i;tS millions, Jjq DeflMnbur f 
30 fnllJiui-.s and iJbp expcndiWiCe lafl mil bans, Jn Dramter, 
1792 r Ute estimated reroipts Wfcrc art mJlti{JDH h while the 
wur lispuiriLHirQ alone was 223 mElliDOK. 

■“Hod the fl irondlp [tot becti hnicnnlnd fcy a class pulEry, j| 
W*Uld have occurred to it to aKporruHi Ihe cost af Lbu war nr- 
Cts/dmF! la arrumiiLls;ed property;; It wauL4 hB.ve proceeded to 
raiau luarj and have voted flfe*h taxation, 1L would have 
tif.rd r.l all costs to fh-CClt Ilia issue of nsstjftM-ts. which had as 
Itsi ojosL-q-aenro a rapid rise in the coot Of tlyiiur. Marat, 
Sal ll[-J List, Ohabot, Bind Jacob Dupont advised (lie palmy pf 
healthy flnaiwxi, ::.lt they were nuL listened to 

"Tim luari: on; linoncial fftperl in the As^roljly, bulh then 
and fur □ kin? time of;i?r, was the merchant t’-IimbOTt, who 
tiattd dm CammpM and ft OB- rcbUtS. and birth Tcwurae In tho 
«ISic£l salutinn, (he printing*! On November IB!h 

ho proposed. in tipposi bflti Lc Jactb Dopant, to decrease the 
t’^i^dnt' Lasts. ntaiith ibe fntpaf tnatlfCief (t?* caleuJaled OIL 
rentalsji and thr- jHiffnfo icomiTHeifcLaL tax? and rcducu the 
coittnDKison: ftnoert (tax on real proihnlyj by ad millions.. ,1 

“Jacob Dupnr.t and tho M OA.I adrainLs were in favour af 
withdrawing thr asrjripnn-t? trtsrt Circulation by shorten rnjy [hu 
lane periixf olicm-rd to buyers of rtalional property Jtr com- 
plclbtu: the purchase, of redeeming Clio debt by mraria ol (Jidf- 
Taiiccif dr jfRftnrfijj wjiioll Were Lu tiu njed only for the por- 
ebaae of (he property ol cthipw, af raisins farced joena 
graduatied □rcordioE to lhe capacity In pay, axd. Of .insisting 
■dipt th* uunLribictznu ^itanrf^ye Should be paid in hind, fcsit 
this JWLICy af deflation was -^Ott even SOL'ihualy ransiderad.’ l+ 

The Btruiinle was to he continued Ln the Cbnvcplion, 
tha eve ef its -extinction, tbfl l*&Ela J .Jve aufliOrbicd (da CcW 
] ALfiert Utothici: French hetoUtlo*, p, 
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tier 171 h, 17S2 ), ;l row issue -of ti-SszjjTwrs, brlr^^iiL^r tile value 
nt notes an Cirtulitiroi U> E.dflMWJ.EJUGi. Siiiih was the policy 
of lire- bif bourgeoisie. 



V 

^“15 »me attempt to pnivt< bma Jacobinism and infla- 
tion are aynouyUMtud, tibiae is plainly an RlTronl to WstorieaJ. 
WCOTM3F. This Li StouWn Ln thrs speech ptfllOHCed by SairaL- 
Just n\ the OofflVfifllket on November E!>lh, I7!l£ 

"We have irvajL>" toncri!; a.nd wt have very few thtoea. 

. . . Er|i?ol weight musL aL last be given t-o the (oKetlS-, i'Cm- 
Rindi ties, end needs! that is Ih-a secret ef economic admltti-s- 
liaLtcn.. , . . j Advance 11»e larind-ple that LHjt only iv-ay to re 
i l s‘nli!i.<ji Cflnfldvnee Mid tin* ciivL-.lul: jti nt ranniruxti tt-es Ja to 
ruduc'e I ho qu entity of paper iiiMv issued and to he paisitaiObS-- 
ov* ptKHit crc-allng more " 

On :Ji-e contrary. (h« Cirondlils in pr-wap not'nntunt-ed :n“ 
na.S.Ln.n --.ts' Ml JIIJfUKW dSSiDdiair were issued [nan Lhp tithe Hie 
Onnvni I ion inel up 1.0 (JiihC I 7S3. or much mure, (hen [lie 
whale of the notes previously ill circulation. Naturally, (ho 

iiisi,i;iLa;& siaadiiy depfeelalefl. 

Vitoe Of gold fouls C2S l.vrtaj m tlsiEpiLdts 
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The nosl of living rose fxjnliniiBlIy the popular diaOOb- 
te-nt multiplies!. Tile OirtymlLitg were swept from power by 
a popular uprising; and, liicir kL|i|]^rin economic policy 
favouring the rich and thd hankers- whom tlto people JilSlJy 
suspected of colUhorfliinff with the emigrants and Ibre.im 
Pawm— was at. nny r^tei one ot tine roasona for tiieir defeat 
by tltc ^lonlar.r.arrf:;. 

What, then, was the pokey of the victors? Voicing Hie 
demands i:f the starving pa-or, ruinod hy rnflnlion, || was a 
policy ct! stabilizing the currency. numreniL^ed. in throe po:'nl£! 
Lu limit Lhe rnirmgy tn rircuLaticin; 
la increase the hacking nf thf assigns?*; 
to aiinlral peices. 
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It was t n rnh.uis. i:L polLCy Ol rtsn>riiig the flnBnocP-rur- 
chasing power, as we should ssy to-dny Tte FoLlo'iu|n,g 1-ablc 
ia ntfif/tiii (s, iho value of 24 llvres to a gold Ionia,, js fjfRi- 
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GLKEidllU in the Jlrsi Six 



rn.:in Lbs of J 7^S:i. Tlni'n R<jL*E:jiJer/c and hLs frit nil; Cinle LO 
C!i>wi!J. Ihirinf Lhc Lilt sue in do tbs ii/ J7y;l tn«y continued 
la texture much at its value la : ho msigpiCH : a rc-s I ara Lien 
rarely lYin-nllr^i izi linanr.al liixlnry. Thi'y I'niild nnL m*iti- 
i:ia?, but at Tticrmidor fJic essayr-LiLf sLcod approxim-Mcly al 
ihp anmc level as when (hey toek, power. But fmrjn the fail 
of Robespierre. the wmgTiai agnm tell progressively during 
] 7it>5 until bankruptcy in ITSlh 

Robespierre and I 1 L 5 Friends succeeded In aevLiag Fiance 
Jracn raun tar- nevus lotion ary Foreign Invaders, despite revolts 
fixmmtcd by the agents of the aristocracy and foreign Fa-Aers, 
and made the currency more- stable Utan Ltfube. Let us 
esranilne die ITtetliud u[ Stils- Jh?.fhZit , k;±bit! and rjrelyxnoungnized 
financial siKceta. 

Firstly, despite the Si tend iris, the Jacdhing raised a 
forced loan or 1,0110 millions. Ttio law o( Mny 20th r 17BS, 
prescribcdi '"Then.-" shall be a force ij. levy Oil atL uCh dlixeils 
of ljOUO IfOLlirjns." It was definitely voted dll ’September 
3rd, 1783. 

5 .rusk' (JejsDJts and widows without ChLIdlwi vrenj- to 
IbeiHilLI by a basic abatement OF E.KJO Izc-rfti manied mm 




3 n 
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and widows vttli chft&Ctt by i ,^l> Ja^esE vyttzni.it to benefit 
by p iiipplemcntary i.uoo hms cot each child or dependent 
puirem. The KSUltubl Slbabliity was; 
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Instal menbi or on^thinl CflilSCled ih lean payinnrtfc 
■Ai'Te payable in Ifrccfnber. 3T05 P January, 1704, ned 
February. 3704. Awiflffliit* yctie f sr.reSUid. and burnt, which 
reduced fiduciary eineulBiien greatly. A.IJ who had not paid 
their share before fllsr-rh ] f-t. l”!*4, ww, after llrey had been 
rmnpelind to pay, ?>pr:vrd of ull cfnlm La eiabBepUfent repay- 
ment 



It. is it'll nesLirai; to- reLa.ll in relation to thi^ Ippn lihpt 1 hr 
■deputy Joseph Delaunay of Aneern had proposed In las the 
capital Of financial companies: "Let the financial eflmpnr ie.s," 
3lO prOpCSud, "‘be ebligvd Lo turn over Lo the National Trea- 
sury, wilTiiri a Farlnlgtit, a sum proportionate to Lheir wealth. 
•t'Qttv LilCm til Leah 20 per - cfnt. of tlitlr capital fo lire Rt: pub- 
lic caLtUl ulrtl on the i-u/3ffirTtL price of tlieir shares or Lhe rale 
Of JnlOt'fiEt.'’ 



ReynLut-outtiTy JWsce wsa definite!? vciy conscious Uiet 
the eouniofievoluticuft wdli spoculatiTie on the finjincis] diffh 
buttles, and agc.rnv 0 Ur>£ them, WCfting lo str-Fuifil? Ihr nation. 
Our oE Ihe re&Prms urijed IP rneour or Ihe forced loan viii.t 
that it would prevent the rich frair flnanc.ng Lhr- countcr- 
revolution. Tiiurioti rrwmhcf ot the Convention , dcirLarcd; on 
May 20ih. ]?03: 
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" Tci rs1abli5.il a forced lparj on the rich is la obtain n 
Creat victory. These men are bound to Lhe counttir- 
revolution. They .supply money to thuse in nrvuft ihr 
Veritfe*; ihfly supply il to the fnr.grfltil&; let as niirip-'l 
lli-tcr. Its doV'T-le their treasure; In lhe defence tjf Lhe 
Republic nnd so nwhe Lhum wish Tor OUr slittiias. ■" 

Oji August 3-J1 l"i, 17M, the Cpinrentioji decreed the corn- 
pilatiLii (jf She Oreat J3ook of the PybllC IXiiOt. II wils 
desIifJWid lei include alt SLa.Lt creditors wllhout dlSllJlftLtm; 
Ihe debts of Lhe old rcgjEfW, alone with hjC*' debts. veerc all 
"republic* tired." Holders of pre-Re volution btfflda vvcrer 
jhlii ijiVtii interest in Iho SUfCefis of 1hr Rev;! ubMl, Gntt 
cJ^upo permitted the conversion of L.MIt tipi^g or more ju 
nj-.tlynnts into a debt in the Great Book bearing 5 pvr wnl 
interest. Su 1 : 1 s paid in this nay were dedurtgd from inatnt- 
rnt-nte dtlf on the rn the forced JMtl. In Lbi; wf>y alio Lhe 
CcnycnliOn sought Lo redra-e the voluilir o[ rassjpjinrs |p c|£CU- 
iRlicn On June 7 th, 179J, a dwioe allowed a pn-rvtnjjifi to 
purchflaesfa if national property whu fulfilled their payments 
in BdvaJlCOO[ the date ot expiry. 

At Ibc some lime ns il n llemplr^ (educe (he riroiala- 
ticn nf n'jiyjplirrts, (he Conwi]tL::n .'-nuglhl 1o inc-reavc their 
harking. To Church estates valued at ihniNI^LHl.riiXI Uera hnd 
lieen added (he property of the emigrants (nearly 
SjCHlQ.lWMINl), 11 k- Roy Si forest- domains (13HJ.kdh.WNJ> and 
(ho estates of the Order of Malt? (AuO.IMUmjIXj) In thia 
W*y, a mono secure backing was fiivtn to lb? increased 
rurrr-ticy. 

But II was necessary to light tug-SinSt speculation and 
nfi^mat IlK thamevres of the foreign igurllj. A printing 
prr*a of fotgod assijpriJ.s', dircctr-d by Coliner, ch Mmislcr 
OJ Finance ot Louis XVI, nprrstod at IJLe headquarters <?r 
CoblciJ!!. These forged aasifpia it were smuggled in In hrlbc 
eollahorsikffs and tn upict the currency. The instruction!* 
given Ip an English spy we re fquTid: 

"'Cauac Lbe ejiCltSUB! to rise to 200 IlUnfi to Lhe pound 
•sterling, . The dsriflrtuuj must be discredited as modi 
as ppHsihhjj FUCtl as do hoL hear the King's cJhgy refused. 
Fume up tha- price &3 fill comirnodiiiei. TP yon cjistl per- 
suade Colt . . . to buy op ui 1 !(i , w bjkI randlna at any 
prirc, msk-c Ute public pay up to S litres per phUhd lh 
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Tlse Canventlan replied by severe measures againa - . all 
mho attempted Ll> diacrfld.it, the Rppvblicnn currency. ATI 
Cilicia] exchange fa.lt *1 (He nasigna: was finally fli«d at Llie 
demand. dJ Elie Catmniime. Fill CSlftlded speri^l credit* lit 
enable Faria banker* Lo aell Loiidotfl StPffo in Farii and Kh 
depreciate the currency tmd secure Ibe transfer if capital. 
On July 17th, 17911, The DWMHLttM Of FubUc Saltty clctiod 
The Stpek Esrh uri^e ub August ]*! it banned lhfi 

tj:p-,trt of dajkital: t*i August Blit II Beque*trj(e(| all foreign 
harden 

We have just stMdtfh of the fnrecd loan. The gfflfii idea 
el Rohes pinrn 1 and bis Grumds was tn force the rieh r wfoiwe 
■pcpn M:r;in integrity was Himpfdt, to ranLribu Le la- Lhe defence 
Of the Revolution. " Whoti Will theit intera.it (that ol thh 
f.ch> hlfTjd with Ltiat uf (Itt (WOpl*? Never!'’ wrote HdheS- 
plorrc in his jw.vaU.- notebook. Marcover, in hi* diary he 
vrrotp- "*tu.3c the tag «‘twl«olrrt hr-sedy rg that the rdt&llOK 
OOP srit." The friends of Robespierre therefore rarrtud aul 
everywTwre » policy already pupicnr Pt tJii? pL‘rind Which 
made (lie rich Jirciy. 

H 0 ?}C&JJ 1 Cttc- rnndcnsed thLS pc^-cy tntn Article 12 uf his 
Fioposed TTfC’lastinn af Rijj'lTLs □dcptfC) -tin April 21st,, 17IH f 
by the Jincohins: 

" Article S2„ CjtiEenj whose inc-Mne does dot dfcceefl. 
nhat is nereis ary Jut Lhtir subsistence are exempli*! CtiB’h 
ror.lri billing To public e» pendltufe; others must bear it 
pCcgreriivtlv la Lhe tut Lent of Lheir DOJClLine- " 

A few examples: 

&nin(-Juil and Letus, representatives dr rnucriun to 
Straslxiurp; (Hovember. 179HJ had their farr.au.; prnclaCna- 
tiun pasted: 

" JttjDUO men are bare-fa-ulud In the Army;, ynn must 
nnshne all the aristocrats of StrasUourq and ta-morraw. 
n I 311 o'clock :n tbp morning, lhe ID. BOB pairs pf hqpts 
muit he an the march Ta At'iny headquartera.” 

At Lyons Faurhc and CulluL d’Herhais decided thnt "ii!L 
elderly and ir. valid citirpn* must he housed, Jed, and clothed 
at the expense pf the rich.' 1 
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"Hie K P BB M talivH CoUlhen and My: H ner raised a cpn-L 
3 rjtMJlIon 01 iELUDli HitTes payable WLth:n E/wenty-faur hours 
I norm Site “effOtistEcaL rich” of CterriKKll: BOBO ax L. dowry far 
faur poor young £irts. jacked from amom; thr 1 umEliw uf the 
defendera oE the uulioti. 7. DUO ill aid <>i -Jib necessitous, and 
3, HUE 1* COVelf the expends Of a jojpuLar ocfabralfan. After 
TbpirnKfar, the raunJ duality wrote iML ''never had payment 
been made so exactly and jyompLly or so un]usUy claimed.'' 

RegMM&itatLyiff Lpplanche wrote Ruth BOUr^n fa Hie. 
C*inrr,iUKE- of Public Safety on September 29th, ITHft: “Mji 
lev elution ary ta\e£ work wpTUSeiS. . , . Tlie tax that I 
ordered yesterday to boy means Ol subsistence and in part 
to reLtere necEMttrn^ families amounted fa BtitMlOQ Ifares, 
YOU oajs judjqe ns fa whether I have .supporters among the 
Ufa peojHe and whet Tier the*? re mint I on ary mellfads art pi a 
hi lid fa oouqoKi all hearts far the Revolution.'" 



VI 

Finally, the Last weapon of the Comml'tee oE FubLiC 
Safety was Eh at of Ehe maximuno price Ol Commodities ifaed 
by Eiie central power. This u-ag ■ imposed as a result Of 
Uopuiar protests against the mnrcpsmg prfaPfl Of articles Of 
prime necessity in ormseq ernre speoulfllfan pud JtlQFfapOly. 

On February -tin, ]793. the -GeneraL Council of fae Catre 
mime decided fa preveuL any LncrmaM In Live price of breSMl by 
impawns a special fa* of d miSIfanE on the rich. Two msnlbs 
later D-antou uHUmed likewise that "il ia neceaaary, over the 
whole Of FtfiSlCe, fa fix, the p-i'CC of biead in fair prnpijrtipo 
to Ufa wage* ul the poor, pny in wilt be paid by the 

rich.'- And llte Convention tfaddcdt "iti every SecLion in the 
Republic where the price q/ gram la OlSt of lair prnprjlipn fa 
the wages ol llte workers, tbp orce«ary funds railed hy p fayy 
pn biff IoCTiir.es wilt be paid by Jlfa Rdblfc Treasury to CFVer 
the es-rasa Of bread prices fver the wages of nccejK’toUtf 
■OiEJEtHl;,” 

After lens discussions, the the- principle oE ihe snaxim-dm 
w-fia established. tm SeptMfnbCT KUh r J7M. The Comraillees 
TAtK Charged with preparing lists ol ifiaiLmLm priors of 
jT-cisnfadsbeis: far produce and merdiandlae, the;,' vr-ero fa Em 
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tJUJd CO real prices in ITKJ, plus orM-LhEKJ. A little latex 
(October f,2nd. JTM) the C*p.™ntion derided to jet Up a 
Committee of £uhsi*(eoce. which wre l* Lake in hand Ihe 
eCTtiomie government *1 Ifoe frmPTtry, l[ was successively 
gi’WO the m-jnnpaJy of jmpurb; and (He JrijJhl to autbwtEe 
esportE. 

A general verdict on tile efTeets nf the ma*imjjn ia 
d.rl' :’uJr to give. Sranc seek 1c* pro™ that Jt CAilicsl disorga 
eii^Ation sod the disappearance ol all commcjdil ies. Without 
denying of S’L Lhe difficulties eh £ Cun tend in -j appELcali-an, 
tc; TSS qa-sle Lhe pinion of a hostile observer. JiGaLL-SL du Fan. 
n'lio pointed out tn the foreign Powers that with the ninxi- 
Ti5i:m “ the Convention has carried uuL an opcrellon whirh 
WBi vety economic and very popular.” M. C, Lpfcbvre writes: 
*'The labour of men and (he value m things are subject tu 
Ihe HX!ti|£ or prices, The mu si IV: bin reduced •cemmercia.L 
profits but left itn i nrwitive to production. Contrary to ntf- 
rrnt assertion*, &11 enterprises did mil work jit a loss ClUiitiy 
the Vest' II. but they did not realize as sreat profits ae they 
rrnfJlt ha™ done flL the public expense of the nation. The 
principle wu, thpi no one had tin; right to fumble on (lie 
nation s peiL!.'" 

wages were llx-cd at the leveL Of 3 700. plus □ half (instead 
Of Ohe-dlird. as for rommotfltiCBli that as bo uy that real 
wages we to increased nnminsl’y by Oote-Jlutb. Actually^ i:> 
ttie WOrherj had nhlflinrd wage InctcaJes since [70-0, (he 
maitLimiin b If Ought about redwtitms The discontent Tvbieb 
yes-ulted: facilitated die attack of the "corrupt" aj£ai»xt (he 
“Incorruptible’’ nr. Thermidor 9tb, and facilitated hij, fail 
without liteaL popular reaction, 

Let as hot forget that Kohaspi^rtP,. though id power, was 
never able Lo carry oul his financial programme corcpieUty. 
In bis ijweoh of 0th Thmrildop, be violently attacked Cam- 
bon: “* The counter-revolution bps toiilrol or our finances." 
Hr accused him of ‘'fai-nuring rich CPedlWPS. Of XUicilffk pouir 
men, a:id nf bringing them to rh-spuir. thus irrCTeBf'fig dis- 
content.' 1 Comboti. always nr adversary of Robespierre, was 
after Thermidor considered (05 rryoptipn BTy. He WOS (O' 
know both prison and ca.Lle.1 

1 dilution died te Cric.um !b ||Ji. Erivuig ini-n rx.ln! jh a tegirldr 




THE FINANCES OF THE REVOLUTION 85 

VII 

Rebcspicme an<3 His friends, after fl J5 jn.-ti.n^ 1 courageously, 
r-nticd by IjniiBU Lei us now consider what tiuiy wcedd Have 
h#i3 “d!o l* retain. |pO'>V#lr. Their dream gf an eqiapijtnrlan 
republic, wi'.Jwul rich ur poor, was pure Utopia. Jl Tile 
Jacobins were not destined. Ld win a mmpkte vidory, cfneE- 
ly because %■ ghtteiltrl-ceiLlury France vra; KurriyuTHtsd gp the 
Continent by countries that Were too backward, find also 
because France Lteeif Vs as it-irt pcuuc^sed sjf the mnlrria] nC’ 
quiiLie Bof Bocifikaili . since there vrre am hank.; np capitalist 
syndicates, up maclllne iBllUHCry, tia raiLi-tcds."! 

AfSec TtiemUior. economic leiiislatinn was inspired by 
a enoLHiItP-tive Bureau, -Mil which, With atlier business- mm 
rr.cznhns, was the banker- FeTre,£SUJL, wbrc was in lough wi'h 
Pilt. It prepared lilt abolition of maximum, the re-estahlinh- 
ment rf the Tree export *1 cspital, Hie titling af the embargo 
□n English stocks. elC- r Mere and more inHuLijn dcrolnpcd: 
ihc catastrophic rail of the dSflifirldt alLer nwrrnidcir Has been 
noted abov-e, In the Year III, nearly IS.QM.BOil.OflCi -of notes 
were printed -as many as Ln ell tiie lour preceding yearj. As 
a result of thLf jnflaticn K and the Increase in prices, the- 
Treasury fell into ever-liKT-CEaEliij; diflicu II les. The Directory 
Lurried. inwards the powerful Companies or LniLLracLoTH and 
bankers, who alone coul-CS advance the netvtaary money. 
They :n return imposed Lheir conditions. 

IVlien at the- dual silting o' the OonPEiitl(Hi t Ihc democrats 
prapored n -rumti! HlJim lax, a depuly declared. "It Es in SUCft 
CLtiCurrit antes ns now exist that we must see how especially 
use I lil the h:g capitnlists earn be to the ReputHc," Tlie 
demix-ruls f might mgpiuii the first atlcmjjts to establish o 
batik [which later herumc the dengue da France) . Robert 
Linde L eKolaimrd: "I ■do nui doubt Lhat ila establishment will 
be in advantage- to the sharthnlders But sc will be fatal Tor 
France. Will the Republic w-it-noss for Iona its contrsctors 
accumulating millions and rir'-prcria: in; the aasigna?*.'- 
Ailu-1 her deputy ndtlr'd: ''Thu; idgji gf j* bpri-k makes me 
shudder: Lt locks up the the Constitution of 1195 in the 

1 ljenlr nuiectad WreUs, Vol, ni, P*rt X (i. Xii ‘Tan Jitchln* 
=-n-.- In*h1cri lie V«ii itg CIbsi-S" 




Sfi ESSAYS ON THE FRENCH DEVOLUTION 

lankor?- 'BuE it wfi too E*1t. With Rohe*pjer:re, SaJcl- 
.runt, b*kJ CilfiltS&n had disappeared the damn ©i the RtYblis- 
siem- Boon llte bankers, Pcrregaujt, Mallet pnd a lew others 
vvene i-Me la help- Graicial Bonaparte to carry out bis Cuirp 
d ctaj b J id sul upt ‘‘a hpur^euia jjavemirttnt which sN-anui-od 
Lhp French KevnLutLMi and only maintained such reeulls of 
Lhr- ReVbhlU&n. as were of DdvantaDS Id the tug bourgeois)?'' 
(Stalin). 



VJII 

In ooncluskm. W? have attempted te bthioi dul Lhr Eiin 
rlnreimtHl tendencies oS' (he RevcilitUta :n the realm cl finance- 
Uut how many romparLsnnH furre thijmjflvee, uyon when 
fuie La leKen Jict to envisage the pest in lermg pF'pment d*V 
cimiTtiptancea, but to are the .facts in relation to Lbe historic 
™ n !J which aceampii nird and doEL-rjmnrd ;hfhJl 

I?, m Jtlutes 5 formula, we seek :n the French Revolution 
the ^oluHon of alt oi3r pycacjiL politic] problems, w jr? 
that in. IlnaiKtf, at Any rale, llte- Revolution — Iftn J'aOahins — 
proved (hat demc-crairy restores Usances, u-hilc The bin bour- 
geoisie thro Weis therm into dl-i-OrdCr and lends the Way to 
bankruptcy. This study jihfl sdiOwn that methods adopted 
by Iho Jscobisu— ntnkinfi the rich pay, banning the export 
of capital, cuitLruhing ihp banka — etiabk them to secure Lbe 
independence of Hie French Republic against the men of 
CPhlcnc ai[,d their fan:: cm alJtea. When our Communist 
ParLy repeals after rkibcOFSCTrc. after Jules fluesrip. ■■Suppres- 
sion o- Indirect Laxntian, Progressive tax on i-noornes* 1 " 
when it demand* a levy on big fartunesL the nal tonal llAClOO 
of moncpollee. and lhr rootrol of batiks. Lt preserves the (Tue 
tradition ctf Lbe FYmch rwotutimtarSea. In Lenin'a words, 
"it Jim l SE all Lhat Thn righted 1 . 1 h OCbEtlTy Jacohms achieves 
that wag great, indestructible, and un far® ettable . 1 r 




THE PfcENCH REVOLUTION AND THE 
POPULAR MASSES 



A" Aten On Tilt 1 PSxiauui EktLLjtii; Acid TJw 
Fu-ptiJur SutitCsua 

By Jf-un fl-red'd? 

3-4: jU.jii- fHf T'Ju: University 



T HE d.-4?HLruC“11cmi cif Jc-udui ism by T]l 4 - French Revolution 
Lind Lbe udvonL of th-: j bourgeois regime was made passible 
.■niy by the ro-upent ion of tin: popular muses. Tire D'ninfh 
Revtiilll iun •■'•a.': '"a popu'.rr tUYuluLi'jn which was vicLuriaus 
bufuuiL" lL bromjjLL ntLo aution luj.hs‘ L i. i -: L ; 1 1 : : : n : artrtnMla 
ti'.puLflr masses xind defended llw l interests of the Third 
Erd-ute''' iStelin). 

A sLudy r of the Parisian sections ,.uid cC the popular 
pieties undor the RevtiJulion shows ronLielely hnw Ike 
masses Look a decisive- parL in Lhr slrpfiKie and how Lhe 
must prupnjssJve, I hi- must rmisistent men n f !ho Clitvul Ll.trti 
Lllli::: Lhrir support amtHdii lh> L i; ir-iter. 

1 



t‘lfp iflrtio?!? Qf Pori? 

■:'he P^risra.n S^rtions played a ink of first-rate import- 
ance : n the Revolution They were at iirsr only admlnLylm- 
tive organs but their e-ha rai: ter soon rfuuijjrd. The people 
ftiund. ip tbr-tn a means tyf dr-tenre and of cnerdng hivttatn 
swetrntenta. Tlielr evolution bps licm e-*retty defined by 
Emoil Moll&S. ineir tWMl hiKtnrina: 

At (ltfl( t^Lly elrrtnral Kssr-in’rJes," he writes, ,£ they 
traiistoretwd tHemse-liir-s, under sires* rtf EiremniUmrea 
Into (penulne munkipaiLttes mjnying pmcltenJly rranpirte 
ll u team my, Mid MJTable f by eo-wda tinted action, 
Lbipoellii; the IF Will Ml ttw legislative power ” 
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The r:r.K,in f/J tilt Stoll lhlj is plain, an whj aii* ihL-ir 
utilization by Ly-'O-pIt a I Lhc eapiiaj, A com prison will 
rnjk (? llwm tai-iJj' ihttliirtibjc Under bur Constitution,, 
VtXCCs of Furix and all other FrflKb cLtLtehfl 1*1 to thp jjo||f 
to ulecl a deputy, H^i-ng JTiStk litis Restore. they ivUirD 
Us thf-ii normal OCCupatlfths. Imagine far a moment that 
all the t-ffla:. 1 - ojl Che it j; iatitr aL i-ueh pollmg slat inn gsacfter- 
N lufcellter »dw tEc pti-Ji hn : : ri-txird Imagine them consti- 
tuting among themsHvr* an Fir-rdnrs' A-saoci-tdlon and appukn- 
ing e PtwuntlHee to mske rnnt&oq with other Elovtofi" Asso- 
ciations in the iiwislltLwncy fot Section), It was in Lhix way 
iJtat 1 hi- Sections of Patlj eetrtc into brine during cht- 
Ktvdlul iort. 

The rural rrgulilton of A util 13lh, L7BS, divided Pai ■ 
into xixt.v (to-trii'l x, Alter this dedianii hy vrtorx rnncjnvits'f 
to m*to( and deliberato in peimiment assemblies. They inter- 
vened in public iihiisL Tiiui: Ln January, ltuo, the Cordelier? 
district upposid the afreet oL' NBTSC. tvhe Wfla being pfOre^ht 
ltd. The Constituent Asxrmhlj-, which disiijpmvtd. Of stki: 
n';iuif$£ln1mnn, Mippn'xsed ! hr- dixtrietx and .vplarrd ■ben? 
fcy frtfty-eighJ Sections, TK atrasnn 1 ,.n 'lie intention i>t 
the Kirthor?- was ntaCfionfl i .v The distil ri had adnplid I he 

habil af ceing iri purimarwut section; tills w'M prohibited by 
I by CnnsliCm-nt, despite the upptEilJoit Of Jtobe?pirm- In 
I JlO tnteul^n of the Constituent. tlHe Sections were nolhlitjf 
hut electoral arew;; their inhabitants tirena Co assemble on If 
to vole and thou disperse. 

The citizens or Farl'i tuion nsMtr n mockery of Chase pH- 
(‘auUtfn*. The SkxLLdlls pretested agrinsl the didilsCttof 
Ijgiween prliw ejckriix Jliue rich) UTid pnssive citizens (the 
poor). Oh Jwne 8th, I Tfl S . the Section Of Sflintc-iliMKriEi'c 
(Pianiheon district) derided tni appoint two df-legatcr-- man- 
dated In meet Chase oC i ih<?T Sections and, adopting n suggen-- 
r ?Otli by Elrihrspicrre, to nlTflfl h petition to llie Nsfio^^l Asn-n; 
lidy with il vie*' ta obtaining l.hc abmga'ian of Clip cretf3C* 
:4lattifeltlHfi iJiffcraueeK helv^i^t citizens. A year lacer. Oil 
.lulf 2ith, LYK. tho Sci'tLra ef Ute LrfHUVTC dnr-w up an addre ss- 
al-r.ng the naete lime*; 

On Uve necessity of giviiig (He rifihe or nrCier pilixen- 

f.Kip to all citiieriK u ; hrs pay I he sSiehlect ftintrihulian. 
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<-™.-iaderine their jiLitill-ed ItlumurB at bcir-5 cnunLcd aj 
r.Dibir.ji an Lhe State, While they serve Um nation with 
their aims, with Lheir wives J i j=. Children.; but In deprive: 
dl Lhis ujdvanLajre a]] citizens known, tv Lhcir folio we (□ 
be af bad cand-jcl, mu II up 3 Lists. SlOckJobijCT*- ■ - ■" 

As Ear the SttLion U Lhc TrleOtK* FmtlCfilE tOd**5ii dh- 
tricrlj r it went further and itseif abuhsbcd. Lie distinction 
between active* and passive l. 11 lT#ns. 

On August IfltJl. 17112. I he tertiOhB of Paaris obtained 
SuLisfaeLLuJl. After LllO wer throw Of ItW monarchy, tlic- 
Log. si a ! ivo decided that the nyw Assembly, ihu Convention, 
wuuld lx- eLccled by LiniVETSil i suirrilBii- To this victory the 
campaign cl the Pans Swiiais Uingrly contributed, TjicjV 
ji:,vw,w. CtinlilLucd to StTWagiL "J'he Legislative had main- 
Lairced l be Ibd-fltage By-Stem <Jl election.: ii Lianna -of each 
Section named vk-ct-oft u hi*. assembled at the Hor«2 dc Vide, 
time L lie- deputies. Tiic SrCtiOfi of till? place Wutclnme (that 
a. RubuitpiL’TTCi declared that "all th^E-C mandated Liy Lie 
people must Ijl* PuffijnatiOd directly by '.Jio people ' ]1 rcrjLiujl- 

efl ihaL at least iThj rhot-ee made by the 'Vlfricts" sluiultl no! 
be considered ns final: "that lh.0 deputies nomineteci by Iho 
cLertars Ul* submitted to the 3ecllOF13 in primacy assemblies 
for their rut umihil inn add tstilictrti™i, 5 y Li.it the majuriLy 
fan ceiffl tba-ie iVhO bllaHl 1)0 unworthy of Ihi* cym I'Lieliee Of 
the pefiplu." 

Universal suRraae is fin MBcnUai demme ratio liberty. It 
was Jnfjfdy beruase hi the prraBLSPB oS 1h? Sarlicms -of Paris 
ibai iL teas prix?l£ilnu?d. 

What was Lie ll 'o of 1b:' Scrttons Of Paris? They wera 
in permanent jejaiun. hill Let bit tmderfdand Ibis rap re tad on. 
The Sections warn nut In BCSSion day jjnd night. The SLf- 
tiDJi Assemblies upKEiOd hi live or sis o'clock in the Evening. 
In July, 1732. Lhe Sessions Of Ihi? Sec-linns, lwramn public, 
with wemen and young people nst eligible t(> vote in thd 
naileries. A bureau ut C&JfTespahffcincc ensuret) rabtaet 
the vaj sous Sections <tT Ifo-C capital- 

CHiinmutiieations kill in mis way hr promptly ;ua.ured: 
malevolence, Jack of patriotism, negligence in ihi» ‘.Viy 
will mil be hidden [tem the knowledge of the rititebS,'' 
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The bureau was a sort of Central Committee fur One 
Fans Sections. Furthermore, the Seciions were authorised: to 
hold meetings el their reuresentHtEwea Lu the Hotel dr ViLle 
(Town Hall). 

En was Ihe Sections oi’ Paris which shi-pored the inauireo 
Elen ei August l®lb h 1792. The actuation will be rafOMObensd. 
The treachery or the King had become evident, He woe nego- 
tiating. with Ute en-emy; he sabotaged tli« application uf Lhe 
fieciees decided by the Legislative. Dteeantent and anger 
were rising throdgliidul the teimtry. A ilisf denwratiaUcn 
of ItoettUly to llie Hi lie coaX place or. June 20th. No result* 
came or It. The agitatst-n developed In the sections. They 
prepared Oie iEiauirectlori and “August EOtli was a weLl-nnwte 
insurrection."' In Faria there- were volunteers- from the 
dfpnntKieafs. They were called Feieres (Fedaruk) because 
they hid teen delegated to Live eekbralio™ of July iaib. 
1792. They were jncorpor-sted |n tlie vaTreua Section^ tinose- 
fre-in Marseilles Ln tiie Section of the Theatre FJancais. those 
from Bren hi ttue Section of file Faubourg Saint- 
Harceau {Section of Gobelins). On July 3!*t the 

Sect hm Maueonaiil declared Lhe King deposed. It made it 
Lhe Section Maucutiseil decLared the King deposed. It made 
plain that it no hmgrr recognised L.CUlS NYI at King of the 
French. A delegaLUm or ihe section sf Cmeilliers went to 
(lee Legislative Assembly and declared; 

■'Legislators, wo Leave to- you ihe hcr.rcnr of serving etio- 
lation; beL if you. refuse, -we wiEL he forced to take a hand 
Et was in vain LhaL lire Assembly dircLnrfd the decision, 
ami save ourselves.'" 

It WB£> in vain LhaL Lhe Assembly dcFarcd tlw dtcisiorr 
erf Ihe 5ect:UiL of MauCTjaSeif .nuil and vend" ftjrty-sevcfi Src- 
lions of the forty- eight voted -iHr depo&ilipn of Vivis XVI 
Meantime, the Brunswick manifesto beramo known. 

Tile Duke Of BriiiifWJeX was tire cammonder-iii-chicf of 
the FjiJSSI ;'i !L Army. Hit issued rb rennifeste which h^d in 
IftCL been Sirggesleif by the Queen, ktarie-Antninctte, and 
dratted by ail! ci:iii;ra:il l M. dr Liman; this manifesto 
threatened Piarij with LOtal destruction. The ^ecXaynarica pre- 
ferred the risks Of itrmiLe to servitude. On August -till Ihe 
Section oJ Quinue-YLugLs launched an nbirnalum: if on Aucuaf 
LHh, at eleven a.' clock in Lhe evening, the prpple had net 
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obtained tho deposition <3t Hie King, thesi "at midtlliiM Use 
lousin will ring pnd Ihfr filatm VdSL tM aot/ndcd an* all will 
Tit* nt 31 m? same time,’ 1 

The data pf August Suh npipnoached and the LeglalaLLvc 
Assembly had mmc iff no derision On AlJfUE? Till the Seo 
Li-rn Dfaiu’snsdl proposed ihni each Section ClCCt SIX delegates 
to meet at the Hotel de VER, hut IMr duties v?ec* still 
rcsLrifrtcd. On A-tigiwt H1h, Bt e-lcvcif o'clock m the evenJnff h 

Ihe Satire. 01 Qni nice-ViiygU ^.'-cnt ftiTlhnT, ]t decided: 

K That thjw: fncnmijaarj be 1 appcrntLd hy -rarh ^rtien 
la ui«t ai the Cam hi line and determine prnrpr rtinlbodr: 
lev aave the f-innsiin causel and, wlih Lhts in view, hnve 
decided (inly to accept orders from I he Osaimissnrt af 
the majority of all the SetUiilli assemMed.’ 1 

Tltia tropcBstl n-fl* ccnfiraunlcated tu all. the SeLticitr. 
They Inured lately nominated tlL-ei r HHalftlw, tvho 
assembled at tilt* 2Jn :d de lTitre. The ei^hty-two delegates, 
elected hy 11lC l Sections iOFm-sd an ''LhsurFCrdiOnat Can-jTiTLiie.'' 
It -was the opening el the ipeurfectlen. At the ldLI nf the 
Sediccms or FuFti. tine i«o|i2e ot the- capilal. suppurled by the 
Ffdenfs- of Ltie DepatlfHlfilfS, slorMtvl I tie TuLltFits: Lbe 

mconaiTltf was □verflutHYJL 

To erBfp. the importance of these events, aotliing can he 
more letllns than a few details, 

As an example, this 1 b what look place in a typical 
Sccticn,, that of the Polk so anient (Rue' samt-Pcma d stFictat, 
during the night or August yfh--— lOLh; Members of the 
Sfcfiors iattwrad In Opner.n Assemhly :n the Church of Saint' 
Laaacct their usual meeting place, on 11 m evening of August 
9th at eight o'clock. The Section derided to tend delegates 
1o meet Usose o* the other Sections at the Hofei de VHte They 
cashiered all officers of five battalion of the WBiifinal Oiiurd 
of SainUjcare “rot prepared Is- sc'c-cpt orders from chiefs 
Hint they had not appointed,’ 1 Other fllfloers wrre imme- 
diately elected, This was already the republican spirit 
before the Republic had ticor. proclaimed. A HrlignLior. of 
Ihe f'-erisfej of Ihe Sa^es^Alprs (Lower Alp?) Emm the 
basTFicIcs of the Ruo FoireonnicTC came and bland themselves 

3 Term jfiuuUy m«l: ChiM if.il: II !|ir* lilo-illy, "pub In- IfaiTiM.'" 
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Hinder Lile orders t?f the Section In fills Wfiy t* Cog hi ring thnisf 
leadership. Their spokesman dcclfired: 

'"Tile MsrtJ . . . iinY's eoHM to present themselves to 
Hue AAfienably and offer to Lt their budieg pm) 
tlHijr paLrUjldsm, pointing out tJia( they are Lh despair 
SSQCe lhgy navo is? arms to gerund and defend Lheir 
Hftlheis, tine Parisian;;; ijn 1 he eondary, they are exposed 
in Hie barracks:. niiere -tiny are billeted to all Lhe hostile 
nitilkL'jvsrL'? of Lhe malevolent; consecrudnSly, they plead 
V'ilh the Aunmtly to tokc a determined. dediiull re- 
garding them." 1 

Tisie Assembly decided on (he spot IJlflt the fedcrej 
Should l*s billeted at Lhe Barracks of S&int-Lassrsi and Lhfit 
arms should he dislri huted Lp them sn i 'i.n' they might Tfla- 
LribuLe ir. the c-ammon dc'rnce." 

At three o'clock :n the morning, the Section JMUnded Lhe 
caJL Lo arm:; and aL four o'clock the insprrycHon began. 

The M lowing nrc ihe Itisc L!rn?s bf clue Mir j L ea ol Lhe 
Section Foi.ssrcmc-r::: 

"A:, four q'c-lnrli in Iho morning. Hk Assembly having 
learnt that the (hilercnt Sections of Fans ivert; OLcdSdv 
under arraf and wciip fifcout to march 1& eombfll Lhe 
supporters of rWpotisiT.. rtrcncfld on the spot that lltfiy 
■wouid adjourn io the Place Sflini-LazEue t* fwm into 
baLLle order and gp tp i.ini(c with thpir bnothem of tho 
Faubniarg SainL-AiLLpine.' 

ErroLs developed in this way in nil the Paris; Eortions. 
Thnnks; to their palitiral understanding. Io Lhnr initiative, 
Lo Lheir heroism, ibc monarchy wag about Lo be nver-Utraw ri- 
ll. was also the ScrtLeris which on May 31st find June 2nd. 

ensured the victory ®P Lhe MiuiLaisnaid:; -aver Lhe 
ginondins; and c her ba a led Ltip inlriij'jcr of lhe reactionary 
big bourgeoisies. 

Gut the SoctLori of Paris not only participated in firtfil 
papular movcjner.Ls; by paticnL daily work they consolidated 
tho power pF the Hevol utinrl. They -were the heat cdUabfirfitors 
of the rcyulutiouarjr pavOrllnienl- 

Thcy Jui niilit'd vuhinteeis [or Lhe wars fil Vendee, and 
often ensured their upkeep and equipment — at the expense 
of Lhe rich. On March Bill, 1733, Lhe ScCHChl of GravtlliCts 
addreijed Lhe following jit-LLl oil of Lhe Oouvetl. 
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■'Maqd&torlfi -fll the p-fiople, it Ls time to shvs the 
Republic, Tile FPOSt rabid Chernies, intent OH iti dk&trUC - 
tion, ire idiosa Who rUlll, 31-Qltve and drive the jw-oplf to 
desperat-ion; those Who tolerate crime share its b‘nm<f- 
. . , There It no liberty WitliOUl jjotid laws:, there is no 
cq-johty when one class of jtibjl starve and belrny the 
ethoTe with impunity. 

"MsniiBlwles of the people, do you want the whole of 
Fiance to linn? Strike Id death the oSPOtLSLs who, ay 
nionqpnly, leal] the Ci-taJiCJlS- whom tld Bjje end infirmity 
onnf.ne t? ihflLr hemes: nt last make UlO th’jndor dJ the 
(taker v.hirh is rtclpgnlpd to you fall on [tie Li tiers- wh* 
rarry on a comrivcrpe detrimental to three-quarters ul 
the population, who boa id in (hi- granaries of avar'Jctouo- 
ncss thr: pgmmoditirs t}1 prime tlifcpar-ily 1* which men 
have a lngsl rifijit 'ran; the memrnt |bpy see UK light 
of day. 

' The nation has the ri y.Th • to dfepoee ef our tlrenetfi. 
But i hr pi^ndotories cl the people must open up the 
trmsurp? cf the notion to those who ore In Mi'liit, lo ih-Wf 
who still or from Ihn ghsenc-g of 1 h : - hnsfeiynds They 
must purge me Republic of Ir-aitor-F- who. by ihelr 
usurious cpliTiilfllions oepudessly strike <loa11i- blows 
r-ttainst it; they must at last, c«imll the wishes of (ho 
people, lemc-dy their wrongs, prevent tired and do 
everylhinp possible for their welfare, If they do net want 
to live riLshiinourpfl and, like Ehnl last k.ng ef the French, 
die the death of |raLtn» F JI 

The revolutionary eantrili'leeS -nf ,ho Sect, inns watched, 
Lruckrd down, and a ires tod suspects, hut they had been 
kLm r.di , Ti‘d , ArSiaJly, :n rrtmt cases, they ncLcd with jural 
political irnricTKarid ,n^. In its- v-arh. the Ccmrti i LL-ee of 
Section Rctir.ion tnqk for its motto: J ' Newer duhounre 

from personal malice. hut only in the public uittrtu-1.’ 1 The 
Acid stance Commit tecs of each Section, msiired ihe dislritLi- 
linn of a:d tn Ihe needy in its area. Their Military Com- 
rrii ttces, thnir fialpeifir- Ci: irin-i LU-cs, were active in e'l ques- 
tions d? national dcteilit. Tike SettiiHis cVCn ccHiJlJtllt*l 
Agricultural tTnrr.mittcrs ki make use of ail waste ground, 
jn Paris. From July, 1TD3, each -hjcLkin hod iLs CCj'nnoias: Ml* r 
of Rcqu isfiodis, who received ond verified oil dtilaf&T.OI,^ Ol 
edible CJjmnMidifirs made hy the shophee-pSCB;. IL was he who 
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saw to tli? application Of the laws on the- m.LKi.'num. 

The deelijiy Of the Baric-ian 5ecLl*ns was Hurl to that Csf 
Ihe pn-gnssiVi; Revolution. They were :;l.fled after the falL 
of Robc?pieilfL The Thcoi itiiiluri ari? suppressed the fee -ol 
411 JOli-r Plt session, tvitich hail buck odcoxiicd on September 
9th, 1791, Lti those jnombeL'j of the SoeLtLma uhiN '’hail no 
other Kamm-ie: o. i I It which Lo liv^ huL Lhe la::,uj of (keir 
(lands, " Tht General Assembly a? the Sections ivn only 
to he held once every ten days (previously they brat taken 
plac* twice a WMk, Thursdays and Sundays). But the 
Sect to us of Paris did not admit defeat. They pa nit-ipuied 
in the past popular uprising Eo Germinal and FralrJa! gf tiie 
Vnr ill I'.tpnl E'lai . 1703>. Tiu outcome wu defeat. Il 
wns the beginning of I he white Terror: arid on Ck-lobar £ih P 
1793, the AfcseinhUea of the fiecliona were prbh.1 bile d. 



11 

The PoJUtlloV i'OCiClier riprf Clulw 

Side hy «ide with the Parisian Sections, merging- until 
tkem and extending to the provlIIrtS, Here the populpr 
societies and clubs— the mist effect! vs raUHant croup* «f 
Ih.c F'rcnrh pxxjplc during the Revolution. Tile best-known 
in Lbo rluhs is undtiu'iileiilj- the Jacobin Club. 

Originally this was only a parliamentary club. The 
UtvLihl deputies rd the Tics'# £ru[ ■fit)CJ the Lower eSursy 
forcnnd a fluh in Versailles known as the "Breton Club. 1 ' 
Its members, coiUinucd to- meet after the transfer oT the 
Cciruititvcnt AaiemMy tff Pari*. Rut llwy admitted Ll> their 
OLuh deputies who did not come from 'Er Litany, suck as 
Robespierre, and ulso clti^-ns who were not deputMfl, such 
oi sh^- pointer Pavid, the journalise Fab re d Eglantine and 
Line carprnler Deploy (with V'hcnY) Robespierre afterwards 
i edged) . A£ the Club met In the Convpn] *i the Jacobins, 

Rue SainL-Honorfl, It took the name pf 1(» Club Of Lhe 
Jacobins It was imitated In the Popart menus. By Angus! . 
VTIJ9. there were I5S clubs BfffiiBied to the Jacobins of Paris. 
They were »t up In LMlc. Strasbourg, pacts, Lyon. Maiwlilcs, 
Toulouse. Bordenu\, etc Originally me cr-nuBtL subscription 
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wat rather high" 25 [Ifr-eg jn Pans, £9 nl; NLmcs £8 Uprcs $ 
■3Mii Ln Toulouse, 14 Ifr'FCS S BObS end an entrance feu of 6 
riiMVi in Mete. A1 bu erriy sU®?. lwwi*vcr h measures were 1sk«i 
to open Lhe c-Juba to l«*-w ell-off people, AL Montauhsn, the 
suTuCYLptios'L varied according t* mo means iiii, ML ]1 or « 
liicrCB per wbLic passive citizen:; were admitted fire- 

u£ ehone. The Club at Metz took s-milar ar-lion. Rut on the 
Whole,. member* OF the Tarohiii Obeli' were nt ft rat prodomi- 
itaALIy bOUriOOlH. In this lies (lie explanation cif their pro- 
gramme. Tlicy WOFC devoted 1 i> the Revolution, buL feared 
Lhe pui^itlslr maflSt'F Fllsny of the members of the- Jacobin 
CJultf did. <t1 the luernning, despilr H|>l«spierTL\ approve 
the nopeily-bLiiod suffrage cptabilished, by the Assembly. 

At thia time the opinion of the- poorer strata found esprets- 
jcion in the popdltiT soebstie*. There were- in Paris tinr ar intne 
*1 Ltie;;e i:i ewll SeclLhn M;jr;;L. with. his kern. understand- 
izij; of the maSaefl, greeted Ihr hirth of these pepular 
scidel ie». He well deserved U? In' railed "ibn father o£ the 
fraternal aoeielirS". A3 C 5 ir|y 55 1 7=JX fte wrote of them: 

'' FOntiCd by food pst riots who will know one another, 
M ho will luvc oiie L.iKkher neid who will all have aL head 
the public welfziire. they will not ho divided try faetluna, 
led aal ray by rubais, -or- corrupted by the efioirlLes -at 
LbO nalion. The general inlcrnst wiil lie Lhe object of 
pit -Willi-i it Will be for them therefdTt only a question 
pf drlcnuiziihg the most jest and moat eJIOCtlVO meanf, 
or anrlvinj el It. ■ ■ . 

J, It flOliOWS from thiLg that UMf flCdwtlw Will nol W 55 tn 
time In tChhOUillsing quarrels. In VflUl disputes, in 
maiueiivLes or Intrigues, end thet (hey will perform 
creel deeds, a very precious advoniage on all occasions 
■when the common wont Is in d-angcr h fMlnws from 
tli la again thal Ihey will In? a: school of continuous eda- 
cation IOT Sll dl&Erns. Thu?, (Iwm? fiti rens, passing Ki 
the Assemblies *F me: Sermons, will not he duped by 
hrihves who always start by deceiving them so as to 
SSWrlUft ehom. Tory will Ipkt' wilh Ihczn views and 
opinions already Formed on the qucsTion discussed azid 
Wtll necessarily throw themselves in Id 1 h.i' bulazuy et'i 
the Bide of the ecnorp] gntd.' h 

In the popular societies no disllnctluh was draws 
between ective Qnd pnssiye cHizeti*. Mcm-terfhlp was made? 
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easy even l(i women and. ycunri people. Tile direL popiilei 
society -was, it would appear, CliC; 50C:i?3e frarCTKirittf d<* 
■Turn cf t'llittTp sezc 4 Fraternal ■Society L>C 3uth Sexes! , flfil 
lip aitaiVgBtafc the Club al the JaCObhlif by CJ-Bkjd.e S>dtiaaL'L. 
bo a pri i n £- hoi lsc keeper. It i?pened In FebrtliL'J', ] TSI>. Still 
in November. the CJn-jftiijKe t£e Fflt-Y putSlIJiefl tile follow- 
ing hem m. rnnnct Lion will! j1: 

"A boarding-haitae keeper, activated fcy & sent invent of 
patriotism, calinns titfppllser etlcii evening m tfw h-aSL ot 
the Jacobins, Hue Sailil hfonflne. BflVCTfll artisans and 
fjruenjjTK-ars uZ IJi-* district with Ihcir wives and 
children Lit read aiui explain Id them Uh> dccrwis nf the 
National Assembly, Willi [his 1 11 view, he bring* n piece 
■of caudle in bfo picket with a lighter nnd some Under. 
When the candle Is on the prim m" cspirinj;, some of 
I best- jMfeK'rtt tiabPTlhe to hay another candle, which 
raablv.i thr rc-rSlthi to (vinlinue iinfi'. ten □'rlcitk in '.lie 
(.■e-unirifi. to Ihu jnval eat Hfockt n o' all ssEentblcdl ” 
hu-b rvi-.viiua multiplied. Oaf jI sue ihma Active ot liies» 
waj the A mix dCi d^eJfi Lfo E'honime ef da rifopens [F-'icridb 
dl lb i' fiiuhfo Cl Man and the CJlizen) cm I hi- r: g.HI bank 
llm Seme. IL emitted JfoEfllw ciliwns. It allowed women ta 
al II :id ifo mteL-l in and only ojikt'd (if i Lr, members s. smalt 
subscription tl Li sn|ji pp: iriLolh As il held iLs meet illy! in 
Lh ChuiT.ii of :hc Copdfll icrj;, Il is better known as Lhe Club 
c.i lltc QifdCli-etS- Amrasg its racmix'n, wete Camille Dcf- 
i ei r.i l i i i : i Falirc d'Eglanl :ne, who became n deputy Li> the 

Ctnveitllcm, M*nat, Hinton, Lh[- butcher Legendre, uni 
Hebert, [i-ho- EaiiTactied [he Puts Dncherte. The CordelLcrE 
tleiiiaiiiPutl tq utility -oi 1 richis as hed been inscribed in thit 

Decl^TbtlfJl Of 1 H-0 Rights of Man and Citizen. They dLJt'iOnti' 
fd OniyeTfial SUlTbDBP. 

outer pup'.iiar rnficiics were aeL up.. Fullovr'lai; are the 
nana es -or & few formed in Paris: The Fisubouri; Salnt-Antrinn 
Uavi- birtll 1* two, the Sudicte Frfl-lflrHeJic dfs AmlJ del! 
Orafts dc Ec'fhmtHU, EnenUo du DfiJHittsme (PTatcnial 
Society -Ol IllC Friends eF the Rights dl Mpzi. Snemlns cif 
OCBpiJl Ifni '! and the Cticb des A this (tea Di'ritJ dC Cffommc. 
There w'as the Anns dr l-a Lot tflien-ds OF the F .aiv) in Lhu- 
Section Pjil(?is Rnyal, tlic Socr tic Plqf Nori<|iie do Ifl Jucfiow 
rta jfr Hibllm.' efiiii 1 iPatrlOlit EOfk'ly Of the S^rUms n:’ lltfi 
BihlletNeqge) , the S&rifLc dfr r'ldipioiij of lh£ 
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fndi£mls? in thd Serrlun (if I hi.- ^LjiiroJfaLwiflu. thc 
i’OCitfli; PiiEriafirjsit de fn SeerlOn JJaiitl-OncWeitr, el*. 

Tliw activity of I bust wrigilea vi aa decisive. It uas Ihey 
IVho urjiinirairi the campaign ufulluU the rrstmtrci ri^ntll Isl 1 . 
ill Fit is, a* also in Lyons. they decided !ci federate, and 
fu'Emcd 3 Centrfli Com imttce of Pattfetifl Sai'ietirs, The 
dif-LiruLiun between passive and active mtifiun.: had mi£M) 
rile indixnalian o f (lie people Tile ^Lx-iete rfps iiidigffnps 
sent an address tyf CBngrBluLalJonfl Le Robespierre, vebo in 
Che Constituent AarniM)' hnd fought for uiLiveiHJ:l suffrage-. 
The Club of the Cordeliers published! Kobfiflplcrre'x ipccch. 
The Club of the Friends of LlLrc-rly jp flit Rlic de :Bue ex- 
pressed ilse-lf plainly: 

"■A | are Which wiy'x I hat to- be r! i.g .1 iiij lu HUOh ur such 
■3 posl It iH ItOCCSBIlry Ed pay a rerlnir sunn .J inullHiy, 
(annul l;(j ^ [aw because At Li clc (i nf the Rights iif Tdon 
Fnrbids you Lhi' right to nay m and s(i]| less li> proclaim 
:t." 

The- Crmlral Coni'HiUee (i. Llio Pnlnol i- Fjucn. in ■- punted 
or. .gll 1b|- ivall- uf Puti- ei. Jma 1 I.Vh 17!) I ., j^-iii.hai 
Aligned toy Lhe Njjlf-esLiLLnLi vc* af LhLrlLfji pn :>| 1 1 j I i-: -m-ii-i. u.-\ 
Tiiv i ilpu-Mg is (in extract . 

1,1 > '41 1 buns Of Cll* IhMlati. IIkisl- wha h i Tht-i,- iiw* ilinl They 
haw tint made dr sdEitlmnud arc slave*. Vim buvi' 
dnrtarct! I ha I ihMs lOUld unly be the expression of Che 
BUnCTwl Hi'dl eiiit the nwlo/iLy is mmpogal ul cl Limns 
sirnnax'ly culled '(MBBlVO'. . L:' vQli r!ii not fate sLrp> 

I Cl rlTpjpe tor OYut llM'lh: dilTUr'.-ilL itotfreex dI‘ c-ligihility whi-rh 
manifestly IdOllilc yuur IXsIortitiiiai of Ihe Righls of 
Mini, thf natLufl Li 111 donger. On July L-tth. I ‘Fflli-. 1 la 
tfd'll Of Ftule CunL-tnuod - , JIIO i lKJU Iirntcd men; the- ai'lLve 
list published toj' the mumc-ip: Ml:- «hmvx Hardly iirj.lrtllh 
ch-msi*. CoEtpaie and judee!" 

The domonutraLLon wlls clean'. Gn.uL feeding existed n 
modei'tile iHU/eedla ulL’i'ICj ddcinst Hie part it ipitlisH or the 
popular iHiUeea In public aiTsi.l fa. Oik- of L F i ■. - 1 r paper*. L'AmJ 
dec Piir/ieJCv:, cxpiesaed itu dlaoonlonL as fellahs: 

“TIiLTe ties JUdt toCCIl pOslciS at all aLrecL tumns a 
3X-LUu>ii H'hictl Lhrefllen* operily serious linliFjLc U' itor- 
Ast*mbly ( Lf.H.'s not lVOUk.0 Ms dwree . . (DD.LlMl mLMi 

in arms are- spoken of The pelllion In sifiued b>- Lhi 




0B ESSAYS GN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

president* of thirteen fiuhb which emsl Ln Paris. . - It 
li tjjn« far men. at goodwill t>l all panics ?□ umle DSainst 
Iht common enedrty; St IS not liberty which IS in «iliesttt<rc. 
but property, c-ivialei'iCc Stspl*-’ h 

The popular aMlflttW farmed Cihe vanguard of the 
sUtifiEle lor universal sufTrugr, ■Some papular sOCLetSCa went 
lutttlCA They ex. pruned "eqm.1: lurian." diuniildE, aS dv) the 
Cfij-tre SdCMl* to which Kat'L J^arx paid hflfflajc The Socbl 
Girdle had been rivaled by the Ahhr- Falichet and gathered 
dUtllSfMHS of more than 4,1100 Tho OonaJilllffDt Asiembly 
attempted in cwry WHy tfi lafce rJlobclus Id Lhe devekipmant 
uC Hie popular sari elks.. Ikdpitc ftc^Bplerra'i pnQtasts, they 
cancelled iheir right kn petition =rr.d ta placat'd Ihrur man5- 
lesteei. Petty behaviour: the pupi_br society's mEuittahuid 
tl»lr place at the head of the struggle, as wsa dearly 
shown on their flight od the- Kinig to Vanshnes. 

Ill June, iTfid. Kie,rr Jvauis XVI aLlempled 10 fly inun 
Paris DUd join the ni-UUnnuK General dr BodHe, ramrnnj- 
iaui at plat::. Before lilt departure, Laima XVI draw uy a 
manifesto to- Lbe country m which iio demouttcwH -Jic Societies 
uf Friends of Lhe Ccmslitution. which formed ''an immense 
cMpflXSDMl man:- dangerous than any tna: exijbed pn- 

Tbuely '' 

IruJirorL homage to the action or tho popular societies! 
As 1? krnwii, Ike Kins: won arrested at Vsmuies; hut Utl* 
nifht, a new pmof 01 royal tlMBOH, provoked the birUl Ol 
a rcpuhliLon ihovetiwnl ul lhe lucid of which ^tood the lmru- 
lar societies. The Club «r the Oardclicrs amended its didc 
OBltl by omitting tile premise itE fidelity to Lhe King. It 
«fcci<Jed to have pealed fl dearly republican ucliUon: 

'TwclaLatoH, 1 ' it declared. -"yen ]ud diJssipuLed the 
pcweiv of ihe nation which you represent; you had in- 
iresLed LOUIS XVI With ^reiavt authority; JDU lied 
smuctiuned tyrariciy by Lnstitu tiiLji We King a S iriEiHCW 
able. inviolable and hereditary; jdu had s^nclianfid the 
rnslayement of Ihu f’K-nrh hy d«LfirlD£ that France d'35 
a monarchy. 

■‘Cord tiliiena Limenttd. Opinion was vehemently 
ttiodtrd. But the Law existed, and u-c hovo mboyed Jt 
we awaited dUC salvaLicn Lhrousti the proere^a Of en- 
llshtctnncnt and philosophy. 
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■ . Blu time?, hevt: chanced. The ao-CiUltd ram 
trPCt dl li people TVJlH m K.hit j;u Um^Gf fi^jata. Loui? 

h&E Abdicated Toys lly; hencelartu I-oust means noLhmg 
to lit unEass Sit; becomes. uur me my," 

The Jacobins stilj he&HAled, TJ-jry demanded ihat cho 
KJbf illduld be publicly inter hug a ted— to give "Lbe valid 
St great escajnpJe of Ihp sacred rijjhL passesECfl by U L e people 
10 judge Lheir tyrants, ' But pAiaiun. wAfi rising. While the 
moderates wanted to cKcinnrpte Uie Kinp, ibe pto^E- demand- 
iwS Uiat be should he (rjrel end Sentenced, Oil July 12th. 
lbe CmrdL-lSujs launched A Pew ''Appeal to the Notion.- A 
PftltJHa wan placed im Lbo Altar *[ [be Million in me Champ 
da Mars and the citizens were- InvLted to empo and sign iL. 
liu'idonsa occurred, and on July 17 lK L7Q1, |h* first repuME- 
cans Were aittil. There WAS ;i periufl of repression^ but, aflet 
a setback, Lfie papular serin ic? became even nuiro numerous. 

Tile rhajwter tlif; Jacobin Club itself became (tans- 
formed- 

Tc; the dejirec thot Advances were made, I he Club -oT 
the Jacobins was opened more and mure -.a pcpuJar cLe- 
nkenta. The Lei;isl alive end, The position stow vcores. 
Smcu war bad been dcclard {April 2&LH, i7&2i Ihy activity 
0[ the COm:Ler-ri!voluL: an anrs had Deco reinforced, The 
Ktnc Slewed a mi Lor The poptl'sr tOi ieties, i.Jie JacobllBL 
in Which Robespierre played n very Active rule, panic, ipat«L 
In Ihe struggle acbznst the monarchy. 

A new period in the history oT the pupular snciotiiya 
■opened alter A-auust iOth, iti 12. They hecaine the support 
Of the IGdlOl LitLiyaLaTj' Guvvrlinwnt. Tbcoiustl them the ncrcs- 
hcry contact Wts established between (he Government atid 
the people, Ttte Jacobin flluh became LhCAce Edward Ihe 
centre- Of 1lu> ^Mountain" Party. The SCCI-Efifts ol Hie prn- 
vincis kept In eti start with, it-, whether they were directly 
affiliated Cr etaly corresponded with ll. 'The niiriL'i varied 
fWlltly. TUey ehanesd. moreover, At. CBfh new a1«idu of the 
Revolution. Bit whatever their title. 1 he popular soCk'Liie; 
bed everywhere more or less the same role, They watched 
the ft-ttmiEilstiatka or jnisflaures decided hy jhp Car vent San. 
They M'.iRht out suspects and. bmuEht them to the itolR-e 
o? the cepreaemtat lives in Ihe Co river. I ion Tho popular 

j?nrtenee organ ised thf eearch fur saltpetre require <5 ht the 
•oiAntifticLLire *1 tunpowder. They jnLule ctillectim? io provide 
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Tor the upkeep ol I^e igrpilie* the volunteer, whom 
■'these CletflildCf^ -Of Libert^'' had And to abandnn. TJvry 
created in their nuldsl Subsistence Committee? pud also As- 
t-icl u:k-j domirictiefi Subsist* nee Committee? and also AssisV- 
iihce CeDtmiHefiB. Tbe?r pressed for the application oi tbt 
law Of Che mFTtlmum and U>S imposition, erf forred louu on 
Clue rich; they f*mbaced lb* sabotage of praeLmtior. by coun- 
ts!- revol ittlirineicy deriwnt*. It cm in this way that the 
Jacobi i s ol CrenoWr requested of the CtobvavLiab Lhat the 
i}Wiier=- 01 1t>e tsetories or workshops who suspended prbdirt- 
Liitt BhOilId be deprived of the entcrpiisuK, IhaL Lhe elite/vHSfcS 
be nationalized and. Lh*t Hie fdiratr employer? should l* 
Obliged to- work therein for the bKEicfit of Lhc- nil Lull. 
AJtd oepectal I v . the popuLnr sorieLies mnsLi Luted reserve* or 
patriots, fUElntere?;ed, demoted. rnurajitsids. Iil whom che 
rePfO-ei-r^i. vi'ii <ir. ■ mss: mis (bund jridiatumsabLe COLIatSOrB- 

(OtS i-i the work Of national omd |>::iMil{ir rcdfc-ii 

It i? rather difficult in indicate Ike LumiiO&illOti Ol the 
popular aorijcfits, ftevrrLhekei. a Jew derails rile ava liable. 
For example, it ^ known that the papular societies v-f 

("Xgn.nu'x |Hai ik-Caior-ne) included the fOllOb'Irvg; 

!i2 .ip.r.k ultur;: I workers 
2 blacksmith? 

2 brokers 
J u I: vl lwriirkt 
It masons 
L men'll uni 
2 tailor* 

2 bootmakers 
l txrak 
L earlier 

Here is a CubLe indicating the ptmial I'ornposilion of ton’ 

dubs: 



Null £1 



Oecvp»ttnp Colmar Orrnotilt Lille Fji;m (sees OCnOlin* Cienr^e 
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24 
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Sfropfcvcpcrs 


llti 


3S 


14L 


11 


27 


42 


Artisans 


na 


Sfl 


138 


13 


its 


58 


Feasant^ 


ii 


S 


4 


3 


5 


46 


Soldiers 


] l i.i 


2 


77 
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5 


3 


Civil Serventa 


n 


22 


98 


58 


111 


— 


Oceupmion 














i unknown 


fl'ji 


US 


318 


11 


53 


13 


Oll upcllon 




Etuc.z THdlltt 


TuLsRuiae 


Talfe 




. 


26 




8 


37 


4 


■Officers 


. 


4 




5 


8 


s 


Legs] profession 


. 


ft 




5 


18 


as 


Other libera! professions 


33 




Hi 


35 


Sf 


Merchants 




r— 

M 




14 


14 


s* 


Ehopkeopora 




51 




48 


12 


84 


A it leans ■ . 


m. r 


S5 




55 
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litt 


Feasanls 




4 




20 


a 


as 


Soldiers 




IQ 
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■£ 


u 


Civil Servants 




76 




32 


IB 


13 


Of cnpnlion u nkno> u 


HtS 




AS 


37 


83 


It j:k::.ild be 


added 


Lliaf iriosL dubs 


admitted 


Warner!; 


While in Paris, as 


in the joi'ijvi nres^ 


s-urteries were 


created 



■UuutIj; ensu'd solely ol" yumen. 

Oil Lhe v, tkjie. il can be ja:.d “]:;iL live- clubs well relJhfr' 
Minted Lhe popular injSrs i:f the time arid that Mil pelty- 
"bauTgeniaie and Krtiunx cans'. itilLed Lhe m.ijvitiLy. 

How did the- popular eOcitliei Juried iOii? The rollou'ln; 
details are- l alien from. Lhe of L. de CardeUBl, La Pro' 

•rjntre pendant i j Renal li [foil, 

OncralLy, in the n:*m1 iriji maim. * terrier divided lhe 
deliberative mjpmt>cr,s finm the- public; LmncJies against tin; 
■vi ulL v^SK dtcjplcd by those wha could null. 'ind scats (in the 
float--. Ip. rH-oat esWB wamcn citizens afCUjpled reserved swats. 
Sortie Societies Icon, the precaution of barring admission by 
SlaiMflltf orders- id y^inj rhildlnen and inebrlflled Persians. 

A1 on? end, in the centre. Vis the buTiflu— that Ls La 
say, the president's nhaLr and his bell. a table for the aecre- 
laxles, aStd 3.WS ink-stand arid,, la dry the ink. a bon of sand, 
which later It'S* ecilaurrd rrd. 
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Hangme on che walls, in Iranies mtmr or leas luxurious, 
wart jpatscUrtio pleturea, Rite DeoJiratLaa of the RigHU ol Man, 
■'Ttie TwiDis Court Galh," Ly David, sometimes OorlrajCfl *1 
loraL deputies or of those wufLb nOtSLe beOeUae OF their devo- 
tion t.j tire yevotiatlmaey caaao. A atone (Sfeia the ruins cl 
the BasLillo or iron: tlie vast itxplui La Lio:i Ol pallt-y 1 oC< opifXt 
a pLa re \.i honour. 

In Kume wext! ’■‘libel iaka !r lieSifiTI fif Lhe naiYlOS -0T “'ImW 
defenduij; of Site cu:un:an weal and uf philosophy, " Else- 
where was U> he found Ute painted or a c,i Ip-lured Imaer ot Ihc 
King, of certiiu famous men: Housaeau, Ersnklin, &nd. after 
his death. MifabHiuJ 

Finally, in Lilts hay tiSillnd IlLe presidt'nl's (HhaSr iv^re 
latter plac'd Lhe Jtalion&L CPlOUFS and the flaq? of a few 
maHons who were mends of Eitwrty: England, a Site United 
States. P island 

After August 1 0th there had keen written above the 
pi album el Lhe buwaiL at SyihlJfan-deLtu'. Ihcjc winds : 
-lbrrcd to Kitifis: Love 1* the french ftcpublic!'' Tine 

akikju WULth seems to have hern lhe most ^meruLly 
adopted was: “LibetLy, equa 'y. fraternity, -pr rieuUi!" 

In principle ah nscmbcira urarr ti r.!d bonnet, though in 
certain caavs tide obligation only applied te Ihn members Cfl 
the bureau. 

Surtieiimes a relic c-l tlw old renime ursiamentcd the 
Eir.ll J 3 a (mplu — for ilnelunm:, at Cretmble Elie tapestries 
ill slid JYiIhIj i£ k J IUS riec. Statues of liberty bl StB imartyn;, 
the lists Of the detend^JR. at the nation and Of tit! lens u>1h> 
made donations for the vnLutiieers, etr.. completed the dcco- 
ration or ITte hall. Ilw (^unishincs ol which were modr-it, 
a* in meat- raecs those who wished to be sealed had to 
brine their own sests. 

Here — *,gr.i i taken from the same author — i& the usuat 
agenda ,Of the club mertin^: 

I Roll cell. 

£, Aerlamatians: ** Vfra in JlGithiffite? PeijetertC let 

L T-Ml.ny. -: ':iul lJ-. iL wtltl the a+meliCmn -sit Ith* 1 Bjjlllle. ISlfirte a 
tnrlicnn by telltnc die DC l^e T"y"l Cftntw^. i One Ls to loenuJ 

al Ifie mjiiLn-jiI ?l user m. i 

S Tb.f.-r win u wLiMniiwn when the i™nwKn eh MarabeMi h-«eirne 
knwrn ri:i cli^ c-iImj' liana. tlve=e were mIjtuiI in the meet i-r pleet' 
Ijukis nf dtp -tadiIfk.*’ Tlrllins or the ecuiiloiri rcvp;w1'>pii • cKnlicr. 
MMila.<n»id MiyAr of Hvnn. Marti. And LA(tAllBl Itr— J □ Ull-P* UFA W. 

a Thri ImfetT 1h* W3T Wllfc EmeiJT"! 
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tyrgiu' lr'i-i;^ hi Etb*rTF, |W CLou£ live tiie- MrwtagriaTd*: Perish 

the JtyT^nls’ Lravj live liberty! > 

3, Republican prayers or hymn? i* Liberty, 

4. fiftCflfftlOB of CltLiens belonging to societies in other 
towns, officers Ln transit, 3 reprcscTitsiti ws of the p«jpk on 

missions. High lUtldlOnSPlta Of) tWK of' inspection, etc. 

-V Minn toe of the previous meeting 

El Heading of cojrnuHjaiflwiee and nrwsjinpciK. 

T. AdHHSiiOh Of tiwrnbcrn; iiffili pliare;. 

3 DlecUEdoilB *f ^uoslions on. the order of the day. 

3, Roporli pnd dfl nunc in lions. 

10 LWttlTO I ' ;■' an orator previously designated. 

11 Hymn lo- liberty 

1Z. Ac-cLamalKHii 

After (lie defeat Of Lti;- BLh The r mi dor, the popular socie- 
ties attempted to urtanjlte resistance. Tile Society of Jacobins 
had declared LLs solidarity with Ratiesjm'TTK-. lint such os 
TalLi-en and Freran, the :r.i 1 1 .u r. ; of the conspiracy, werw fi- 
pellcd from the- Jacobi Hi of Faria. Du.L die T hetBfi j do re an 
CuoveuLEm: 1 * 0 !! vigilant. They zlarled by fc rhidd.rig la 
IXipular dudetL-ea "“lli I a [TiliuLL-ulis. aife lejlnf ium, federations' 
mid all ■cuTTCipundenct in a coltectjve norm: between anrie- 
tlcsS. as subversive: Lo the gavOtSUTiML arid ecn.Lra.ry !□ 

tire tmily of the Republic."' Finally, the Club iff the 
Jacobins, and afterwards ail popular sariellirSi, were dissolved. 
With Ealrauf, however, the tradition the (B(pulajr tEubfl 
ooLtloued. The friends of Eatmuif eons lit it ted the dub oC 
the Fanthethi, which Lhe Direttory dosed in February, itw, 
and Later the Society of the Equals, which ubs- dissolved 
alter the defeat of the Bat-Muriate*. 

hiDLivLthsLanding, the popular sanLcties, vciLh Lhe Jacobin 
elute. had enaiurod the- vitLtiry :i I the Revel ul tan.. In diffiOulL 
moments, their ajgmry ensured the unity tit France. They 
pave the .first example- of a people's party. Without their 
coll ab oration, wiLhout their -united support, the Committee 
o[ Public Safety would Jteve-if have been able lo acoompliSJt 
its mission aiid lo crush the cnelpy WilltCill and WEtbln. 

F ram 4Ti.ii brief .study two essential conclusion! can be 
drawn: 

t It IhtfVld t» rfmerr-heirij I'lHt lhe nithl was idven te solriipri. ii> 
form 1 title own popular sncletl*a m u 1 m members at cMEIan scc'il lc>. 
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1. The history Of Oie Pai.aijn and the popular 

auritlici hr\»rs svilnosa (□ the cisiqHve power ifl the people. 
The S«rtierif h OTLgirtally, were only ad in Mils trait Lire jnd 
eteclurul yrgaji^. Tile CJtlibo wesr only liny arad^mk 1 flOtta. 
Eu.1 fran IhffO Seotiutus and these Hubs otir people evolved 
Living deniprrpi.if oaeaoJatiuns vrhLeh, firstly, organised. the 
iLtuitSln agnir_tf 11 m dufendOn of :hn friwifll system and IlMB 
eaisuTed the- victory Ol the reviflulionary gpvOTlIILenft. This 
FrtrwJi initiative. LmmortaUzed Uy the histnric’a'J epoch tvhlih 
It aoliieved t ran 6t CWHpwrtd WitSl another imiliafivo; 

“In Lhrse stormy days of the Ck-loher polities! strikes, 
ill the Jire of the Struggle aealnut Twjjdum, Ihr rrvatu- 
tiLaiaTT orenLivc initiative of Lilt WOrhing-eEfc*; masjf 
longed it new ant) pnw-crfjJ U'f DJ»n— the Soviet of 
Workers' Deputies."-! 

2. TfiJa history reminds US, tlnnrofoie, that there rail he 

5Kt pr-j £ revive guvenuTEnt which is not allied with .the- 
POO&td. Tti-djy there is developing ihe following theory: 
when llie- ioonLry it in rianser the people's V*iCe must he 
Plifinccd. pa.L-1 iarTKinL pul. to .-deep, and lAfiOC’es Icj the rigtil 
Ot assembly multiplied. This theory js i>e-| -u-f Jatatin ins- 
piration. In the years I'THH-i, d tiring wtlicll. tho rtunliiirb 
viiepe Overrun. Use Jycubinf. thflitghl lha.1 Lhme was- HO sUlVO- 
tiot Without uoratnet with the popular masses, ft»y ob- 
tained support Itisn the Sections of Pari* .ind ihe popular 
societies, and. let i* not he lorp.ullm. it Lj fvr this tefl-jott ;.'■«! 
fit [hd Sirpic Ihitc They aflaCd arid dcmix.’mcTf 



: HlJiiry hi 1 It*- (.\vnirw-nnki Piirn- iliv suiL( tiilon, hnt'bci'lt.*. 
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THE: FORKING CLASS IN THE 
REVOLUTION OF 17Sy 

By Frcjnfc 

Deputy 01 Thp ivi'iniu 



T HE French Revolution of 178H A'flS a bourtLoais demo- 
cratic PcuoUHion- It ;tbciU*h*cl foudil renditions or 
produclinn, properly rrlatiHis. Wkidl hindered the Jurtlwr 
gran/Hii u[ copilhllal Industry, commerce Jtnd ecpmiimy which 
had. developed wjthjn feudal joelrly. Et wreated power from 
ibe hands d[ the nohiliLy and passed il over inm ihe hands of 
new elate — the hour£eOL£le. In this St™#- it was a hOUF8«H5 
KVCLUitEon 

However. live IlevatuiiDn of w nut (he work of 
iI;l- rising iKUirBemsic: utoftC. lb u-p.s a wwilulitin in which 
”iho maws jiJ (he people in its juniority, iif. Inwear and mwt 
profound social (finite. marked. ihr ynkr and by exptoita- 
tiiilL, TOM' spunljuiraiisty cir'icL -.tompi-d on the COUFfC ol Ihe 
involution L hi O at Lbe-ir dempTsd? I heir atlfitUIrtB to rons- 

i.ni<l in their own number B new futiely in plutv of Ihr- 
«id one- ihoy we to de-fLcOyillS " il-c-ninl 3ii lllis atnsc I vcaa 
a puirJlar tSensocratir rrviiluliuii. 

TtHJtty, when there in inscribed on Lllo ii^ nflo (if hixLory 
;i new revolution, a proloLrtrian rev'Int'O'- Uvullng 1 u- abolish 
hi/l-iriCilllv dromed ciipil alisl rclaiiuhs alkl l«> cal oldish Ulr 
ixUl'iv Oi’ the- working L'Ell.s-f allied lu I In ohtll.V foil-inti poJ5N- 
laliOII. II ]F of intercut Id osafni™; Lho place iKS'npLad by the 
winfclriff .'!»:=* — thu wOSJ'eijrrrexs— in. FietW'll «arirty iri |j«!J 
arid the- role I his class jjdayed in Lhe GlOJll Ftr-vo! utiuil. 

The French voXhinj; class was l.*ur ri with oapKaillist pro- 
duction ..:irl developed w|1h il. IL with Lhe dlBCOVOcy 

of new rmiirkcLs E America. India, China i hi the iK'y.inr.i ng 
of 1110 si Strong century, anrt thru wHh the development or 
industry jl1 the seventeenth cent ury. 

Hcwthrima. tho Freuds working class as Hie t'Ve or 
I7BB was very dilTerciit from, the French working: clue of 
to-dfiv. Il was alilL a nuBthil CHlw while tfrdhy Frjnre 
has ] (l.!r3J,dflO wdee-carni'TS ih iruSusliy ind eomrwrre. nr 




JUb ESSAYS ON THE FftENCH REVOLUTION 

Ju-e-L over half *1 Ilia active population (Census of 193!}. Moat 
historians estimate [lie number of French pfcdel^lans In ITfly 
ali iSUO.UOO -out of d uupUlalUm of Z\> million. 

The most impo-rlant industrial towns- aL Lhis (Jr™ were 
frIajseJlL€B, with iHt.ooo wyMflnen (snuar, snap, spirits, 
ci>lt OIL prints); Lyuda, with SB.POil (principally sink); Rim ms 
HJlfl 51. Quentin, WiLh a textile industry acEUpyjlntf liL-.flOll- 
wmfcsaB ct both sexes; tEoidieaiut (reQnerleH and shiphusLd- 
i T 1 £ || : Rouen and Lille (textiles). Paris was mainly a cen- 
tre Of arLLS-Dli handicraft In SO fat as joining and ttietaLLifr- 
Etcal centres are concerned, it they LncLufled important se=- 
tfoCTS er Hie WdfiC-earnerS in 17B9, tiicy can in no way br 
eompored with what they have since became. 

Twenty limes Jess numerous than fo-day, ihe Frennh 
working ctS-SS was SlLlt in 17SU Widely dispersed. True, the 
introduction of ffiach.ncry had bC£UJL Textile industry had 
already HOD spinnlne jennies: the Canapaunjc Minicre 

d'.^njtin was equipped Willi twelve sLeam endir.es. Capitalist 
OTnocnCnstlMlj do ujjhlt'l - of mettianixaLim, was already ap- 
parent in [SC [frXLIc industry I l.20ll workers employed at the 
Van Ko-baig Factory al Abbeville) Ujid in (he ircnrs (4,(K|h 
wrjrkons at IhL- d'Amiri. MLllfrJ. 

Bid these ware only sinus — narbinjgen; of l-argo-Eca le 
rmtrnkscd Industries. Th# system <if HjorpoTBtions f the 
feudal harriers, Inhibited uapJtolLrt enmpoti turn and there- 
with the investment of capital. Smalt Industry dchmIiimI the 
dominant form of urban etxmamy. For example 3.E67 
workers <►( OrJeans wete employed hy fifty-five independent 
enterprises. Ill the mur.uforlLrrc iyf ttnck mgs, That [s say, 
the wriTk ng<-|ags pu ^illation of the errantry iyiS scattered 
and separated. 

BJoreovcr, in the France of 3 7041,. the forma of esgtfcilta- 
tinn o 1 ,' the phuletariat did not afford the same unity 
ns in OUT time. The prater arint fp]] Lnto dial inch Hraupn. 
chief of which were the factory workers and craftsmen. The 
formcL' worked in enterpriser where the social character cl 
production atid the divisinn between the capitalist and the 
working class had already emerged, 

The ‘.itter worked on thnir own. or In nnall groups for 
marlcrs, Ihonrcselv'es noecy and exploited by Lhc roeaxiumti. 
Chrmts, la mad eases they flle and slept at Ihei r mailer's 
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pl?C9 Ehd Shared Ilia LiumhLc kjf, JO thgt class anlaiontrin 
hetWWfl employers and priJrtarmns w.rh only tbacuW'Jj" 
rt'VCBleo In these conditions, lhi» prgtrit.aE'LBl laciR-OiS that- 
fciomogefieily witluut which, it cannot acquire a KiwwleciEd o? 
US C&JleCtiVt; force and its cbis interests 

Majij J*agi75 ■A'O-'iJ Itl be rjL'cnessjJfy Id describe in detail the 

conditiens of life and Labour of Lhe working class in the 
various dl&1 rieli of France id 1 TflS. We will ronLe^l ourselves 
with showing ha-^ misei'obJi weir tbc mndi Lions by giving 
a few examples. The working day ill. ’ooeru! was niKtc<?n 
hours, from four in the monniilu; till eight at n:RhL, Craltsmen 
“*^as, 1*T inS-tfllUii, .printer* — worked only fourteen hours, 
bid these wore eifeeptloiis. 

Those are the figures of daily wages: on me average, 
n-,s&ma earned L h 30 j™ttc* o day; weovuis of MuacJLe T£ 

ffiitiipfi: tebouiteb el Boure t franc 2D retttantes; a Breton 
Sp-.nncr iTemale) HO rimLiniu; a Icily guelifLcd mincT 3 /ranc 
to 3 .Lrailc 2D pen-t-imeS. 

As to the a-ppraxfeciete purftiesLhg power of Iheaf wages. 
UK following purr? will give BOine ijidicatiun: ;n 3 T3B a 
klk.jrcamme el inpal Hitt \ jVftltC LC ce.'UimcB in Fans and 
US centime J (JiTYiushoitt tho country; a. kilogramme .if butter 
in Tais cost t fraitc ill centliUM. !:i, general. ike average 
daily quailed ihe price or fl pounds lJ bread. 

The If'MSeeimen paw their ewidEttMli eObt'nUbLIy 
F rowing worse. The r^O In U* cost Of Living was constantly 
F neater than the CVCntlMi] jncrcBft? Ln Wafie*. Meal and win*: 
sc idem found tticir Wifiy to W&ifklElil-ClaKt tables Henri 5ce. 
Ike histrarian, states “that JL1 each period D[ crisis a great 
II uniter <if v.-irkem wore positively driven to beuuaj-y," 

-Such vajie the conditions of tile wortiel's or Franr-u on 
tire eve of the RovoLlitidtl or 17BS. 

What octo J1k? tporinl dr-msnd? or the French ii'ortter* 
in this SLluation and how were they macufosieri' 1. 

The Cohiei- de I>-i!mneca of jtssi, so rich tn content, only 
give a feeble echo or any wage demands. 

In the towns the eohlori were >n general; drnu-r. up by 
the snosl educated, best organized, most daswunpiicnis ele- 
ments of die ntr^Fftf — by the bourgooEf as ? juSc. Ike 
workers tbOtt SIO paft in tho oleetora] assemblies. In Paris 
for inslanco, the electoral dbaliflcaWom was assessment IWis? 
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Aired taxation at e 2tprer. whieh excluded frum the etmural 
blits ;;l I th* afl,&|)£j pyorr-st tD-llerS Stld tlietetOfe moel 
uf Ltatt uxirker.:. 

Tbit working class of [70S powered neither the bumlwi?. 
*-■ rjj r_ r i : k :: L i ■■ i n ^ or tin collective tonsdoutraess Wbach LMnlld 
have enabled, Ji io jsii j lb r.lBmp on the elecLLuiLt In ibe 
Sutler General. 

Neverthelcns, ;■ :ns rn’rwr of firljificj .gave some place 10- 
the workers' demands. The crafti? t of live rififs-Eiai of MflTOil 
11 ■ - ■ hJ=p request ihm the datly rates of labourers ahull 

be ilicTcosedl in accord ant'i- with Jin' JHT.ro Of whent. When 
Ih ua I reel only 21) liv/cs, Ihry earned 30 mjn;: It 

rtisLs u murh as 4(1 — 44 ilnej and they still only earn H) sottf; 

Lb ere fore thr f.a1hcr >of a family CHi\T>pt |ivo and keep h'! 
fjinLly. ,r 

Already the idffl or a slides scale of wages was beii>g 
expressed. 

The eohier ljJ Moudon Sflif II would tie beLLer ■' . . . (0 
punnil the pen-pie Jo work by auppresaini; ferLnin holidays 
than to pul lb. err. jn Hw position WbMe ihrnugh tdllenws 
they pive UwmBfllves up lo ttebatlCfiery'' 

The r-pin rvr-rs (rf Cafn eon sintered “ . . Ihm the maehir.es 

iiir u serious prcjiufioe 10 the poor JWOpte— they reduce the 
price for spinning to rwught, &nd therefore lhe spihBers te- 
iiul'sL their suppression.'' 

The destruction pi 1 the m^rhinos '5uojs VL'ai lhe primitive 
demand ot the nascent prole tar ial Mo( Till ihe nest eejltury 

did they aratuino fl Ssiualist et?n«dei3W, learning from ilhi 
scientillc SorLylisni c, t Marx and Engpls Ihfci their itlack IhUSt 
he directed iinamst the capitalist system of expiration and 
net! ngainsL Lhr modern instruments of production. 

New lL he] ess, on (he eve nf the Revolution of 1709 IhgTC 
were sstnificlus between the wajjc--earnf-i£ nn4 lhe oapttoiisls. 
OVCt wOL'kimf-rinss demands, mii.nly eencE-nunf wage* . 
There wane Lhe strikes of the wiki - verx, oh Lynns in tT4t.. 1 770, 
Slid (TBS, the lasL ypreadin^ also in Lhr rr.ii.Hins and hiittor.'. 
There wus a violent Dwifliet at Lhe and of April, ITS!), in lhe 
Kaubuurif SainL-Anlomc in Paris. phuthukud by lhe indiulria- 
]i»L fteveillsu, who ac^cutx'd in an elatloru.i assembly «! 

the EiersrFttt o ( having «m.reived a^ plan for the K*;ner«] 
IftV.'erirtii! cf wiirkers’ witfei, 

3 ftnt «on fcjuals appr^o: maiely t luir- penny: Ei> ^nir- — ! rrjnr 




WfiRKLNC CLAES Iff TEIE REVOLUTION OF Ui» lOl> 

These lalxjyj CPIilJL-tti were often e^lTemely vtpJent. (In 
17-H the workers -31 Lyons were' masters dJ the Lobis for 
day;, and (He slfii^le resulted in the dedlh swLLance 
and condemnation to (He galleyi-1 But their ennunon 
characteristic *bb that tlKiy Uefiro local and BJJGntBIieihiA: 
snrlust'jf ^Tg&rjiMtlOD With :i policy uniting the working 
CliJS of franco b«ng at LL-lat date totally Lacking. Then: 
existed jminwymfln h g societies. dCdUping wtr-S OC Ihe workers, 
fruL Chejr spcnl nvorp- lime Ml LJUHfl ions connected wJIH Ja.bflur 
cumpe-tition thun in IlM Struggle againa! the employers. 

A riainp claw, amp]? jn number, diapered, hcU’FfSgOIie- 
&LS- LgjuiranU of l(s JUtur-e end often also of it; immediate 
LateMStf, badly orgamacd— such was the working cIbsb on 
the eve of I7&3. 

D lit iltjf the following CflnlUXy — Cuhtujy of capital lit 
etpartatPn, — it muttipLcd, ticcamij concantTkled in &iant fije- 
terJej. became orgauLred, ennscioua at lasL til its btsLorte i-plc 
ij: the stria iy:Se fur tbr liberation Of litilltBililo . 

[ti ITBS a different stago Of KJCtUl (teveldpment was Jac 
^ueaiiOh. In Ihe overthrow of feudalism, an the epach. of 
Ascendant capitalism, it wn- te ihe bautacoisie. then revo]u- 
r.OIVQlT arid sirngressive. thai I he leading cdtfr had (a belong. 
The rising proletariat in ibis struggle couUs only play a sup- 
porting role. 

L, A.t LhiS slccte thp tabouret's atilt h?rm Id IL itUSohrrenl 
mass -scattered over the whole rougtTy, atld broken up 
by their mutual mampct-dwi |f anywhere they unite 
tc term lure ™mpflc| bod-es. this is not yet ihf ec™? 
fitience oE their own active uitlnh, L:ut uf ihe union of 
(h« bOUrg-pistn, which cIhss. In order lo a team ifa mvai 
political ends, is rnnipolled to seL Uie wholo proletariat in 
motion. uaid is notwvfr yet Pur ;i time able to do H u. 
At thii singe, tEuTc-lhpc. the proletarians do Hot fight 
their enemies, hu! the enemies dF their enemies. . . 
Thus the whole h:sLprica[ movement :n concentrated in 
Ihe hands of the bourgeoisie; every vie ton,' so obtained 
Ls a Victory for Ihe bourgeois. C "■ 

In Ihls Wdy we nhmtn a general view of the French 
working rtssa ill I T*&; we learn |fi piewe and ils ruLc in the 
jLrntfi of Frenell aortery Ibrn ahmff. lo give ba.Lth’ tn the -old 
rep in}£ P 

I AlaBlfesic of the- L'ihii iimiiiKj (hiirly, hy le*r! Hjj* nu£ FrlrflJC^ 
Enjjoto, p. it UAwjtnec aaif WlJhait, Lu •. 
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Hiyw-nvciv (lie ?cJ<i(.uiu> between Lhe various daises did 
mot rcmein s(adc du/mu the .years of [he Revolution. These 
relations: wen? rnodihed eantUiualLy ae the sociti] ailiLalion 
underwent a succession <if rapid changes e.lj ihroueh Ctli: re- 
volutionary epoch. We must consider imm ibe point of view 
cl. Lhc working class acme of the derisive moments of the 
Great RcwcluHon. 

July E4th, 170ft, With the Ia.1] cF Lhr Ras-jilLo, iv-na tile 
first nrf the greot revolutionary 

Tno storming o2 the E3&&LH l wile tlie work of the people 
Of Purls as a whole; bouifECPifl, artisans, jind wcrJiora- 
Ainnnu those who litf the nsuvonmnt wore ind usLriahsLs, pro- 
fessional (HTlcbts. pettT-bownsmli. ctirpen Luts played 0 .r. 
adive role durir-j; fhc hptyo, Of one hundred killed In (ho 
at luck, several dosnns wort workers. 

HeJr We have Lhe picture of Iho lirtt months of Lhe Ro- 
vuluLiuci. All the dassea were unLLM uifaiJiSC feiiduliim; the 
IwulcliiL'jat puj-lidpalrd in the stniggk, ih K bciunswujr Led h. 

lot while the bourgeoisie made CISC of werh ing-rliUK siip- 
pnt to break. down lhe obstacles fho feudal system presented 
’.a its industry und commerce, jd hp.fl no ii L Lm1luri of aljowir-if 
the ftcvoLutinn lo dflvdop further, il utTJiscd Lc the 

economic demands or line v-u liter.: ; Lt was opposed lu Lhe poh- 
liual rigbLs demanded hy tho popular mflSWS. who under lhe 
Caflitituenl especially worfl dented the right Of vslittjj. 

In Hie spring of ITflt the building workers of Paris 
fought for an omelioraLLon pf [h-pir dopLoSfSULe renditions. 
The neprc'sentativo.s at Lhr industrial bourglOCdsLei mostsm 
o[ Lhe ConsLituenL. on Juno 14th, pnsspd 1(10 farriS-US Le 
ChapelL-cr Art This lnw tprbade thy workf-fS Lb af^Oi'l ale or 
offidhlii.'; it laid down heavy tlnc .5 jmd tcirro uf imprisonment 
uJialnsL workers who v:i: luted it? provision ■ fr wn* one of 
Ltie liisL id am testations of class egoism by t?i;p1ol1>pr.s newly 
promoted Lo power. A month lalcr, on July 171 hi when the 
werkerr: and petty-hpur-gpoi? UTTO deEUBUMfilli tlx? delhronc- 
meat of Lou is. XV [ and the crftriisi.Tn of political rl^Jlte. Ihc 
National Guard, commanded by L.n Kaypttr,, opeTfCd tire with- 
out warning on. a big r row'd assembled at. the Champ ett 
j-Ea.iv:. Fifty tralers were killed. 

From Lhts lime OftWurds the Revolution i*n1ere() Si hew - 
pllSie. The StrDCJjle ajjaiiLEl tbr uJd regime ran concurrently 
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with a new struggle: that tif the big huurgeojaLt: against rlie 
werftj&rSp ,tbe aittLsana uml tli« popular masses JigtitLng under 
the bt inter *T the Hapithlie and uE democracy. 

Marat f that great revolutionary seemed to haw had a 
jicususi L i nic-iaL «r the cLaaa antagonism ut '.iit' rat li rt ivhei; he 
pruelatmed ms May ath, 1791. 

"Never espeel unyjiung from men. ricfi and -opultjnt, 
men tsrousht uj> in luxury and pisaeure t men Fail at 
cupidity who like unly gold; il le not from hardened staves 
tliot mic maCies tree tLLuiens, There art aniy the Isrmers, 
flic smalt incrcluante, (he arhsana and the workers, the 
labourers and the proletarians, as the insolent neb eutl 
Lhem r who can conalltule a free people, impatient under 
ihe yoke of oppressi-on and ahwsyg ready lo throw" it ^ ' h 

The sworn pi tshnuenlB oP the Constituent ire olr-arly 
eTiaiarterlsl ic el this dtni bie -capcd of Hess nrantrodicrtLana. 
The Constituent ftchLevod art eminently progressive Lask in 
desire June 1 h« Judicial basis at feudal wriuty; but ihe C^n:^ 
tltuSfcjj of 1 791 which It drafted was designed in give .-Ji 
Tpower (o ihe rich arid none la Ihe people; it c-ULluded !ti>m 
paTlieipotK'U In |>j]Ltkfl.l I fe un»J in tin- NutiftiLal Guord Ihe 
‘•pnssive" citii'ens. who did not pay a epetihed mini mum tax 
— that is, l il ifTscjicc, th L - proletarians. The right til elect [Him 
to jhe Tjrglsl&Live AsaemWy ws? open on)y to the jiuh riliuens 
pay Ln B at kett 54 iisirej in taxes 

Lenin ha? ewnpapcd tile day Of AugiiSt 10Lil P 1792. to 
July iith, i7J)y. ,\b he iwtw, Annual UHh marked Lbo begin- 
ning at ilu? res'l popular dcmcemiie revolution, on jury 14th 
the workers fought against feudalism sado by aide with the 
•whole o# the hours™ sit. On August 10th it was (he popular 
masses el Pans (the worker? o t Faubourg Saint-Mupceau at 

tbeer head), in epll shore tion wiLh the Federal? -ol jfte pawJnoro 
(especially those at .tlnreuil leO. who captured itw Tiijleries 
by storm. The bis bourccDisLe, whose reprerentat v-cs formed, 
a majority cif the LtfiAilPW Assembly, were hostile to the 

mm'dascil. 

From Lhe point oB view of the working elisj, Ebc events 
•ot August Kith have considerable importance. The papular 
movement feuved the Log is a Live Assembly tn decide at. LasE 
to summon, a NaLLnaial Cor.venEicai elected by Uc'iEvCrHi] 
suflrajje. For the first time, (he working class had. llle right 
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to vote. In the tpllpwipg month Lhe intervention of Hue 
waiters elt*E the popuLw maiiw.s resulted in (lie victory 
TfaLmy and the proelsmatlnn of the RspubLif by the ncsl 
sin ing -o? site Convention. 

Th*- life history of the Convention is- cn» or domln-Dllun 
lay Urn pvtky oi.' lhe repirrsipjiLiiti v-uy or i.he papula* moseris. 
the iPacbtiitii, the peitry or rut hie kb struggle against the 
oyU.:mn I (n™y; pgninsL Lhe armies <sf 1 hi^ King; (af Pi'UES-i^ 
^nd the Emperor of Austria; against the inlernuL enemy; 
vsaln&t ibe rcbellitms. the plots, the conspiracae-s to restore 
lilt men rufJiy. sillies fli foreign menu robs. 

Thp- paliny ${ ihe .Faro bin*. ccr.iid only be i.mpciKi'd by 
hurling fr-pm power 1 ha- representative* of Ihe rich. hnur- 
grsnisie— the Oirandins, vJip were Ln Javnur os ^ppeasemm. r 
fit <NiJLubcirftti.ni; with lire residue of trie liability amt lhe 
agents el fnrrign PniiTrj;, against Lhe popular mu-sses. 

The Jacobi ns: were able la aeixe pawor and crush Lhc- 
tnorniici- of lhe Revolution within the frontiers and without. 
Ixruusc they based 1 be rrt scIms on the popular massed. 

Lenin. :n his polemic with Pl&kbujwyv, rmphasivjt'd that — 

" . . . iln' Convention wax orruLsely Lhe ri: sl:i L>:t>Ii r 1 of 
LLil‘ Jiawcr penplr — LhaL l-l Lci say r the lowest six/lai jfiraiu 
n£ tin- poorer masse.':: al' ihe towns ;i:id rbuotrynidO. In 
lhe bourgeois revolution il was til* orffai of SLfvt , roifi’;ll 
power. in whic h tiio dum iiicir in^ raoL-cm entirely and vrlLh> 
ouL division was neither I ho big nr middlo I hi :' >-■;-■■ ' . i- 

but the InwTr orders, Lhe poor eltmiFBtB — Lnii! is 50 BD.y. 
precisely whal ut call lhur pfulrturial und llle Eu,cisa.n|.K. ' 
J il this rcvalutioriarj iirliv Ly of I he people. rhe wnrkinj; 
clast:., parbrnlark of PflriB, (Hayed H s-periully importaail 
p°arL. 

On May *1*'. I7n:i. the workers supplied a majority oT 
Ihv ;iril'i'.-d <11 IjUPil* wthi invaded Hie Onvwnlirai nnrt so p lived 
Liie w;t) T03f JlliW Und. lhe day at the full pf the GiiTumliiV. 
Lhe vlttiwy nf [he ifljJi-i’Vj'j'ii'e.c- ovor tku rirli bourUea'sK' 
FotlCiWLng mill, they How theif plane in the ftireiniM rank:- 
or Lhe el L'ii£glo .rigsi.iini-t rrarLint'. 

Thi* yisu 1 LT !ITi was tlw- year of vielory ;l£a.ln£l fotH'lfin 
livtervenltm. The teorkipn. clasy Was li diOCtSiVe fa'.’l'yif In tho 
nrgiiiiiy. lion nf iSiis vvetory. 
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Pttrtlflpal'tob m Ihu i(vn cit imliiic inf Augtral, ET^>3, v.:is 
ntjL Lilt only (xinlJ ib-ULISn made by tho ivorkeu; Ul the muvj- 

1 ion or naihma] iBfleoenaen™ :uti3 ihu saLtcuflidErm: i:f Vwr.. ft 

I ibor ! k'sj, T i> the fiErrtfQL task (i. r She vrbli: people cii sup- 
ply m-lL artlduJii ta'ifcs udd'd sin-ein! and derisive task -if 

pr-adtK irijr; jSfinB. 

TIk Committee uf rulslir Solely wias dcli’^aiLd in cJkft'l 
on ftVJUSl J.'Jl'd, "lii Liike all nreesisry mduiUTv? 1 

iisfahNsli wilhwtil delay *« t-xti-inor. 1 iiiary rtianufartizne . " 
ilirim* ol ; 4i U kinds tm CvmuiDOJid wjUl 3lU; UfflMK*tHfi CUter'Ey 
:l ih<? French people-'" The- nOrtCn* vLaSs KcSpumded 50 '.He 
cjil! m the KevnJullon wilb cn( ti uslaum . 

TUaitks L'j I'hn.'ir rreativc initiative, the workers nf Fra:.: - : 
w£re seen able ta increase Id*; pttodurtMfi -of arms Lmlhld. 
Oil SLi^mbcir ;Pnd, 1 79a. :i dvlt'ttilian from- a new Pnrisij.n 
rjiMrirv prrsenied Ln he OtiulteciLinn Lhe iLrit ail muskets 
rnjimifannLreri, and premised lhaL Lbey Wwlld aptedi I;.' pp; 
duep I .IIFHI muskets per day. Tlie three old royal fadariti 1 
uhii'M ]:>r ijnjui ini tlffcl nil take La a inuiiLh in L 7 It I pr educed j l! .In' ■} 
PO" month ii| LtpJ. 

Thr irirtii lea, ntt * renULL nf work nj; day and ti ijjhl , 

were iieentn pt La bed in I, he m anuferiure uJ CunJrjwdcr At lh- 
arsenal cJ Oreiujrji alouc, no lens than liti.uim h; i I ■' p r: i r i ■ r i n 
were prisduML'd per day. 

In this way, in mass riefrtun.S.1 riiliore; as ri the biiUIC-fiCld. 
in Lhe fti'torier; as in the AftTiy, ollVa-iIy it'i J7S2 tin 1 ‘WTirttinj 
class was rcveaLLnji ilscIC aa Ilia ditlijVe kMkir for n-UllOh^l 
independent* 1 .ml! the sc rcijuardl tiji tif II buly. 

While hr-re we rantiot analyse minutely tilt H.’SU'vfiS *7 "he 
return tp the affensiwi 1 rf LHl l roaH-lt-onaiioa uh 9Eh Thflimldn- , 
il is ngresxary La rmplas-ilce LliaL a LijO fomiill appl IfBtlon j t 
Ihi- zniLxiinuni-prii'u It.w {Stpli TlhCT 29Ul. 17M9) 10 'WiTkff’-* 
wapys wu Ixiusid :.i l_ L i i j ll L l jMpd lar support T/om the pol y 
tit Bciacqaierrc, uniS rti l vsinlUtiMy fSfillt&L-t lilt 1 l->ll nl I hr 

Ire^tTLiplibliL — ;tn event LyliU-h pridudeSli ll»C eil'firLinenl ■. i 

ELepuhiie for hair a rtOltury, 

NeLw-LihsLoiidsntf I hi A tlk! Ci-uyrnlinn at'rturipti^iffli lhe 
essenliats er a Ihj L 3 r£«if H 1 dvinM: r i it i 4 ' Ht-ynlutier. in FVonrr. 
it proeLaiftlud the uLiol itirri. wilhguL indcrmiity, wL Feud.' I 
rLjJiLi; it ttMerthrew the resime of landed pmperiyt, it 
cut ablished EspiidSiy beforo the law BT-d niTirmcd lhe r:c hL 
of nil Li> eduej'iOl^. 




Ill 
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Didnjf the (Jixjd tide ut Ihe Revolution, the wording elw* 
poured. ficirlh treasures til isiiliaiive and. heicoLEm. But, al- 
Slujutih aetavdy paitifiijJMtlnj ii» llte deslruLtstm uf feudaHanii 
til!! work isijj i: liu could nal then, an Liisijhl iutu Its <,•* n 
flestiny — the- hLsLor.cal rale i non (Kibe nt upor) _C I* abolish all 
rioss d ■■ ■ i" i . : i ji t ! i :■ r. , all exploitation at man by itiail. lild Lb 
iiratp the QUqnmunNt soLiety of the lulufe. 

Capitalist society had fiat developed far enough Ln 1789 
for ii£ fujidumenlal laws to he dbLim; uishsble. Moreover, 
the methods oF SdientLflc orwilysir: had. ndl Iiien been suftlcient- 
]y pcrFerled in. pefitlLt- thoir sue re: si ill application to the 
complex phencitieidu. Of pcifial Life. 

Nevertheless, the filS< VS** of the antagonism between 
cepiLil and Labour whLch developed in hhia period during 
the liquidation cif feudal TFlatuiJu inspired tliuSe nnen who 
Here Fiore advasiced and to the worhiuu class with 

prespeeLs af the future, Whirh scientific RocLfi’i sm. aiXly years 
lator, was aide to tuned end dcvnlup in the ! :|£Ht ill Scientific 
knowledge. 

Let is* can ten", ourselves with rltlng the £real6st *1 ihe 
forerunners tiP ConnltfUFistft Ul thft ItevulutimL IkI 17SS — 
Crflcdnis Bahejr. BabCUf ttKTHSW tine historic role 01 11)0 
working riass. As Jaures observes in he? HEsioire SaeinltsFe o!e 
lit fteqiDhtlbdn FnaTieioiiEe.- 

'■ Eabeuf Pound support especially amiKig Lbe ffl£te*v 
workers. When he rounded his -cLtab. It was 41 Ike 
H. i.- hvi i ;-.i a puis:! v. | r h '••■i "■■ ■■■' tty <.inr:- time the 
centre «f the Sainl-Marcei quarter with its taverns and 
the Suint-An Laine quarter tWidl lit nummujs and power- 
ful far tori as.” 

One Ot the merils af Bsbeiir. accodmg to Engels, was 
kt have drawn the “ final COnCLilSlon (Torn tb? Idea op 
equality embodied in the ■CtsnslilutLan o£ l79-!J' r — Ihtl Is to 
say. to luiin? tmflersL-oad that .sijeia] equaULy tariuil exist 
whLLe huOioly IF- divided inlp rclasses and I he exploitation Of 
man. by man Is prTcnittcd. 

CflfHKlTJeFtly, Babcuf saw in the- rirvOluLLiKi ITflS* 
"anly the Bererutuior of arwlher revolutian'' — of tlu.- Socialist 
i evolution, which, would he the ]njt, as ll wiiuld fn?e aceiety 
finally JjujF) oil ClSEj antagonisms. 
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Moreover, dt-alViiy; the; mars! from the biiLJta'Vi-\i:*- 
dtmanrptuc Re-volution of T 7 B 9 , Jlabcuf foresaw that the 
working Class Saul the popular iT-assns would llPVe to have 
le^Kirs* CO the msniffi cLiCLiiLiM !•-.! methods to bring to 03 d end 
the dpnninstton of camcaL. The nation of the dictatorship uf 
iine fiTCIftarhsi — dictatorship over thn (’ac j»ioi 1 131^ minority, 
wLth democracy without ltrr.it ftr ilie popular masses — osiat- 
ed in germ In tlVe doctrine of BabeuF. 

True, the ComHlUTllifn of Babeid was bam before its 
limn. His conspiracy ended In failure arid he hitoielf was 
rtU.iki: rned pn (Way ]7lh, 1797. Eii 3 projects wire necessarily 
utopian. Speaking syt Baheur. Mat's ind Enifels wrote in 
the Communist Maisi/esPJ. 

'■The (list diiroL aitrmpts uf the prolet&TjaL to aLtaiU 
its sjrwm ijuds mulo Id times of tiiitveraal tkcittmeoi, 
when feudal ioniotjr was being overthrown, these 
allerr.pis nrresKRrily failed owing to the then U a develop- 
ed jaLatc of the pnoletori at, a 5. wel] as to the atJSfhOe or 
the eronnmir conditions for its emancipation, conditions 
that hod yet to Lin produced and oou'ii t>e produced by 
the impending tiDuri^tm nporh olcim. The Toyo'.ut 
literature thi! aorLinpuni L'd these tLrsl iDgycmonts of the 
proletariat hod noLessa rily a reactkinary eba motor. it 
iiu'liu’aLed universal asceticism and sarial levelling in its 
l rudest fncift..’ 1 ! 

But Mam showed elsewhere the isnperLan.Cc or the ideas 
and activity o( Babeuf and Hie fefOru oilers of Corirnu:i iSni 
in Frame: 

'’The French Revolution £&\t bLrlh !u stations Which 
went beycsid Lhc ideas af the established tflate of tilings. 
The rcvotuLnci ary movement, V.'JlJcJi in 17-E9. IVhltil ttw 
CtTelc So.-ifti, which found iia nr ft in representat! vea In the 
course nF its rvoLiiLi-ah, Lederc and Eouji, and finished 
with the rLins^iraCj" of B&heuf, fiHv£ blTtil CO tho Com" 
mirr.ist noLLoiis which EuMiaPom, flnend Of BflheuF, re- 
in traduced LuLd France arter the Rfvolptum of This 

idea I’-uli ai'CL'd by Its consequences, Is the Edea of the 
new state rf CiiitiffS,’" 

]. ?mwl1evlo uf the feinin»ii|'[ fair-, r, Kiyrets Prefaca. p. 1 n 
lLtwraii.ee and WltherL t-id-h 
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In this wiy the Revolution. :if l?lt!i- not only l"i t i : i,: jg Ji t_ 
about I he dit! of feudal afejOlOtSim. but inlnd-jri'fl 1 hr 
pain dp] at; d[ dciiKicru to France and to the world, 

D y I i b!-i*ii Li.itjj thu productive forces ftam feudal trammels, 
it opened the way Ld Lho development ai capitalist pno- 
d utduin and. uotiiCurren'.ly lo the rapid pni|tiv» in number*, 
in ursi: cisuiliun :nd i:i oi ;■ a.: idstf£CioUEit£Ss at ike modem 
prolctariat. 

Jud a* the ideas of BaijeoE were il:e Ii*renmaer3 tl 
K-ietitlftc Soda Its in — Lbe perfected doctrine at tlie working 
dasi of Lo-day— so Lbe far-distant struggles between labour 
and capital,. 150 years ago, wete only a proimle la Ilia CO- 
ordinaled and organised activity cJ mllllone of workers Ip 
our Lime. 

To-div, in riHisiKiLa'nce-, 1H E pftidiKiiatis modern develop- 
ments of the productive farce:. (he Mpitaliit rr-litir-n: : . sy f 
pradlirijDn have become an Obstacle U; further human pro- 
jjraaa, which was fhf position uf thu feudal rrlaLurnslup *f 
production in 11AII 

Social prodlictLop demands fur Its development a pprrv*. 
pifndjnR sarinl ownership of the Major Iheati* of production, 
3 nd it i s far Lhis mason thflt tho wo-Utir^ din fijjhti to mnlu- 
art usid of capitalist dom motion, jtj the bourgeoisie fought in 
3 7 BP to end feudal domination. 

The- vielnruHL- working class Will ML haw twin-. suhsLi- 
IU1* for cxisLiJUf class Bctn.£nn:sma IfeW onca ComL-rpondinp 
t-u a new sta^e of social dfinjlppmi'nl On Lho mint-rar}'. the 
Plasa struggle has— 

“how resulted a stage whore the exploited and oppressed 
Claes— the prok-Lnri.it — cannot BUllul Its dlldnOipotiijn 
from the sway of the exploding and ruling Class — the 
hOutj;etiisie— u’ithm;l at tlw same lime and once arid 
for all I'marit'ipatiog six , lfL>' at large tHirtl 111 eUplOitstioh, 
Pfipmtjai an ond ciass didincli-on-j slid el&SO strugglt?." 1 ! 



1 TtliialifeJn nr (lie IVnnaiurikL l'iiri>, p 13 i Lawrence anrf 
fV-iIijil, | . i i s . v . 




THE ROLE OF THE PEASANTS IN 
THE REVOLUTION 



Bp BPIi[h0i4;n.-ei- 

Frofcsroi Of History 



T HE peasants played a trefne-ndiius role Ln I7A!> and diirins 
the Revolution. Tliejr eonalilutcd, in fart, the erem mass 
ef Lhe painilatjfiis and they wc-nc Interested to the highest 
degree in the overthrow of the [rud»l order which hr rch- 
tunes Had kept them n a state ot snivifado. Aecnndirgly, 
they were one or the (Mriijctpel mottira forces of Hu it-nr-^istitiie 
movement which ESVf: hi pita V> IwjTgcois ^ciciety. 

AlfrS llMy had La fifihL vi£uj‘OLiiJ;y to obtain Che complete 
alX'Htl jEi, WiLbmiL imiL'li'rttiiLy. a? Iradol right® and. to got vwe 
Share ot the lands which unLil then the;-' hafl cultivated Cor 
Cite profit uE till- CLTk-siaSLteal ar-d. Joy nflfciti ty. Put while 
they managed Co free the soil and I hems el vex fTom r. fo M |:l 
SiplOttatiolL many peasants wore unabie I "i Bocpitre I rind 

The bourgeois .i 1 eager to spine political power lo st'iire 
a fil'd devdcipmnnl for capitalist production, took HO no(jd? 
af the fondue ss of miJLian? ot pr-yspnlg Itsj- the soil, They 
needed, on abundant Labour force hr cod fliJTh feudal ‘berndt. 
and Lliis landless multitude pfrored it to them JL i® therefore 
ii iadurstands.hlc that ibr- Isiurg-M.isle resumed Tntpsiuiiet which 
named at Riving Land to I he POOP peatanli. atld that Ihey 
obstructed the agrarian pr-njert® of (he .iarohins, who dream- 
ed at founding ec] iiali-LaiLan poedety of snuj[ rigfUT ISH pro- 
prietors. Never! belt's*, Lt musll not ho deduced from this 
Lhat lhe pensanlg as a whole gained compamturgLy tltthj 
[bran the- Revolution, or ihnt only th? bourgeoisie rtallj- pro- 
fited from the disappearance of (ho old. regime 

On the contrary, the progress, achieved by our people 
one hundred, and liny ycarg age In liberating llw pensams 
from the •tudai y&he and by setting up the ftluliU *1 Man 
ondL C'ltiyoii an place of royed despotism ovd the prerogatives 
of the nobl]tlj% opened a way Tor the peasants at well ns for 
the proletarians — to the toad at final emancipation. 
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The. Frentf , Fe4i(isni.j an [lie fftM <tf tl\c Herniation 

Of the 2| to 25 tnlllluci inhaklLinU of French Lit the- md 
Of Che irigtitrenth ceiiLuyy, nemo 22 millbofis were peasants — 
&2 tier rant, of the tidal population, These figures show kw 
important tor the HevoluLluti W 55 3 tie movement in tor 
countryside. 

Since the iXttddLe AgSS r the situation of the pt-bsanCS Lad 
(liangcd greatly. 0*1 the eve cif Lhe Hevolutkm there remain- 
ed only J million EVJfa Spread over a few ptwjpefe {Nfer- 
mani3i‘, Franc Jif^Cemto, Lorreme, Berry, KivcmpU. AurergfijeL 
Y'eL the regime o( ffltttlil properly persisted. 1 a fact* Che 
wiwle land. directly or U*direcl]y P was an appm-iege of the 
totidaE lards. 

It is for this j-eaBWi thfli, to unde) stand the seop« of the 
re mjluL binary upriplitg pi the peasants in 17-B9, a is neresBnTy 
Arab dE all to know hPW 1 JW Land wfli desLrilnrbed and what 
Were the sh 5 .rBf.-S «.'Lth which it Was burdened- 

Tlie nobility ba(I the eleifgy owned vail domains, 

The nobles in Orte-anais, far example, owned 4(1 pre cent, 
ef Lhe land- in Rijrgondy, 35 per in Tnu tonsain. 2£ per 

■reQL; to tho LmmIcs, 22 per CCflti ih FLcaJdy, 33 per ranl.r in 
ArluLs and in Bern, 20 E>rr cent Hit Haute Bretagne. Nor- 
mandy, Poitou, lle-dr-Eranre. their domaiSHs WWc more cct- 
tenslve than in Lhe Other pr:.v inces 

The clergy in the Itond owned 4(1 per Cent. Of Ua- areat 
m LU^EiaLs, 2S per rant.: in Picnndy. 13 per rent," in Burgundy, 
11 per cent.; In Berry, IV per rtoH. Everywhere the eonvenffl. 
the abbeys. and hishopitrs were endowed wdUli the test lahd. 

The bourgeois businessmen, mnnufaclnrers and Eoa.it- 
dexs also hnd their ijmru, and ehaJefftw near Lhe towm 

T:ie well-to-do priranij^ lhe 41 husbindriCil-" relatively 
few, cultivated 11 JinLrii ogs 11 which iHpy could sell ur hecttieaiti 
These huidLogj; arrmmLed for halt tint Iflud in LitoWSin and 
Languedoc; two-third in Dm.phiny, onc-tHlrd in lhe Mohd. 
PirOrdy, Artois, Orlcana.ii, and Rurgundy; oni?-fifth an POltOU, 
Normandy, and Drittony. 

Throughout the whale rounlry writ 1, to he tound jjr-asanis- 
vrilh. holdings sn small fcYiail they were msufllcienc for ItlCLr 
filhSaitenra. They were oLitijgod during part of the t*me So 
vurk at homo for man .ufarLuring monoliniits, or to go niJll ::j. 
dfly labourers. 
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Finslly, Lhere was the gneal mmis of thi: rural pppul Alien 
■which. OWTWd hOHiing: lenant-fflnnMia, metojjrrj, labourer® 

servanls. and serfs 

Vd, whatever Ibetr cfjndatj<?.n all Lhesc peasants were 
SlltyedCiJ Lo the lord at (he rlef OP which they lived, winter 
Obligations hbiub wer-e otlcn heavy and always. ycKhlious, 
from Which; they crwld nrt escape, 

'They liid to carry gut Statute-Labour and pay (nils. They 
were flrfvBd to lake fheir grain to the manor mdl, Ihctr 
£j&EW3- nubs, and. olivet to 1 tve mainur press; iheir hresd 
tifld to he baked at the manor teakory. The manor agenls, 
Charged With rallecLing Lhn feudal duea, robbed them with 
rbcjiieiess LmpuniLy, smre j nance waa administered in the 
Htpnjwjif court. They bad nc. right lo destroy I he j;ame which 
mined their crops. Tnc Lcrd of the maTHI COuld prevent ihc 
J*P*an1& from selLmg their harvm or wJteaL or wine unlit 
he had bold his. The lords demanded that their vassals should- 
(fetlver UieLr dues in Jtintd at the uiHUOr grand L'ies or sLime- 
iwnos, before paLher.ng in their own thane fiurn Uls fields. 

The "Huehuldejs'' did not pnEfesa full ownership rights. 
The land kio burdened with fisca and perpelual cues, 
known as the cenj when paid in cash, and the CJiaiUpart when 
TYient in kind. Every removal was suhjt'Ct to dues (lodr oil 
n^ftrej. Each new holder had to- hp accepted by the Eord of 
the manor. TTlc revenue whs i mpnr-sfripllhle flisd the 
peasants of a niver. parish weir r-rspcnsahla r.-o'lvcf Ively for 
(hit dues of ihuse who wierc LnNolvenL, 

Varying according to provinces, every ten, twenty, or 
thirty years; the lord oE the manor ctilLecitti 9 dr-eit d'eoeu 
(right or avowal), a Lestirnuny of the dependence or the 
holder lji the Lord. 

The Chutcb, id its Lurn. received tithes, which amounted" 
(0 a lentil Or thlileenlh. «J the main rippr. 

The Kiii£"» Lax.es, TO life, on pi NiLio'i, srfnptiemcf, ofrfa, 
iii&ellei, were cslrerfiely heavy. They rcprescnlgd n 
Faintcnge a t|ti arler oF Lhe annual income, in Iamcusin a 
third,. o:id in For-d.eia.is ~'A per cent. 

All these fdurffit crushed lilts peasants, whom dearth 
was reducing to famine. The papulation of the [uudfrysi.de 
fed badly. The poorest hover ate their fill. Housing' cvindi- 
Tiuns Were depLombiel Jh moot ruses the people and Ihr 
beasts lived in unheard of prurniscilily. Scarlet fever, small- 
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|pt\. typhus, and! typhoid claimed Lhuusuiidy flf victims evKfJ 
3 - ear. In ITa 3 thrne were no fewer than aHAKK) deaths to 
Erlltuij aJsnxj, 

Uiirinj? the MUMI* AfiHS. Line poasanis hod fought to Tree 
iiveuuwlvijs /nom servitude- UjhJct a bin I ui. monarchy they 
fane on nunwnwa occasions ajjjLnst the royal taiuee or the 
feudal due-j. In LtifrZ jp BftUkWtlJaLs they 1 on>K Vp arms ujfainSt 
a new Inx. ]si Bearn in lflfrl ihey risv agtiinsL iJte ualrtUe, 
In Guycnne In ]67!i they pruLesled against the Stasnpcd- 
paptri, the, Increase Of the (fa bell*, surf the- IdbaCfD mcnivpaLy. 
At Ihis- «.m[ lime, LO*W EJfitisny (tl 50 revolted against bmt 
L a^ea. and a( this tinne. Hit' Jacquerie! atlOChtd Ihu feudal 
privileges, [n the [Hushes, Mj?Lk p[ demands, tine peaj-anlp' 
t-Mde. were dmwjl lip, ftNTusmen; of {Jio Cftlllotj' BC Dolcniuvo 
uf l T flsi. The repression of tho-ie revcslls. was [urDcious. 

Therefore Ike peasaiiLS, even vihrq they appeared 1 q he 
riuirt nourished 0 deep halted against UjeLt uppresrors. ThU 

hasrenj eentiiusattl' hit-reaped n thr-ir Latter y*ara nf the luirien 
rL'griHt’ as ft result (if a feitdcl offensive wbiih nTT-irfu ij the 
seryUpde *t the Pnunfryfiide 

Throu^Krtit the kiripdarti Ihe nobility attempted to revive 
stalk'd , lights which wore Buperadded Ln these already 
3:1 force, ahd in Ihis they found supper! even ;n ih? p a^la- 
; .e;ft. They ^rl-DOkud eumirtuna! properly which up ty than bad 
been enjoyed by the peasarst communities. They places) llte 
r 'I I roll Oh «l (heir dears; in the handfl <>[ FUjCerGecKHii, who 
indicOn) ft-esti exaetimis or (he village!;. 

The hypes which, developed amtmjf (tir peasants nt IhB 
,1CBr s that tbe Sr^es CencTYit were being railed will therefore 
l>r urderslKd. 

It in not Intended in ihLs *tudy to deaL with ih? tiled ions 
rr the drawings p ftrilhcr* da Ckirennfca, but s imply to 
r:-raJ| the essevtLial demands nf 1 he- peasauLs so 05 ho tetter 
“ht» (0 -draiy' up toe balamr-stieet of result obtained during 
thr Revo-uliun. 

The peasants were unanimous in 3 7119 in demanding the 
abolition Of feudaL duej. and th,H avefyunr should he liable 
L- L&stps jp proportion in his fortune and Lncprrie, Tlwse 
tvera I be Tefoms which at the lime they had rnost at heart. 

] l. Iclh- Wflpn.iu1km or "Jjcijuii- — p^.i inn h — acainst rhjrir ti-m- 

poroL attd apinLua] rtudil lordi The llrst blc peafimi ulna eMUiniO 

Jeuld. (■h-Myi lure ind ejipTcrsiiin ta-kk prjimrcJ bj thf xnri|in>r,e 
■11 Li's 
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Later, When. Chnirli -estates and those pi Ihe emigrants 
W-trA J3UE- Up for sale, tfnj landless peasants demanded ‘hat 
wh should be Rlveti. an opportunity <0 e'c-lairi cb-il ttueiL 
Ahsrfie, ar llL least at S tfrW pTirr. a &hiB re at this land paid 
in annual LnsLalinenLs. 

SEKnffltflc fur fh* AtaitfSon of FtMfct Righ;j 

Thr sbo’ltSCflL hi feudal rights <hl not coflir about autO r 
m al ioalLy. The puassnib: had to hgbt to obtain it. The 
nabildfy wd higher clergy.. in thcil Cl-SES egotism, did tvfTJ'- 
thing, they ocuiici to liiejOrvc ihrir pri viJcgHfc. 

Fre-m the day of meeting 1in> itows-Cpttfvrci r, the pea- 
sants, who by rioting against tbo hoarders D r wheat sr.d 
^fPmeditA‘3 Of prime necessity Jiud Shown during Lhc don- 
linns how determined Lhey were tit h-v^n^ ahnuL an improve- 
riven- of their mowra blr lot, Endowed floeely Che happenings 
hi Versaliitp, 

Thcj- were not Slow ld srnjp ibe mimtuvrcs oE ille Court 
bud tiie srisitOvPitS against repewenfLaLivts <?f the Tiers, 
hi unlours of a pLSl agalnsL tfi? repfwemt Stives of The- people 
spread quicker throughout Lhe premiums. As the npwa spread 
ihat the Bastille had been raptured, rh* mobernent dovel-USkd 
rupidli- into a general retell. BviywEiere the peasants re- 
fused hi m «i (heir feudal ciblijjar ions. They aKBCmbiod in 
their purishos, invaded the elinleiiuor. end desLrtijed ancient 
title-deeds and records d£ theiy EoudtiH subordination. 

Th.e nohle.r and Use prince? of the Church u-erp smlttCil 
iviih panic. -Only on* thing wti left for them 10 do: they 
cniiild aeArp4 the aMknnplisbcd fad and ai ikr same LI mo Iry 
to salvage u-liat they could frejm the wreck. 

Thr matter W£s raised In (ho Constituent Assembly. On 
August 3Ld. 1T6H. the delegate Of Its Committee of tfopcrla 
departed the Situation. The TFEHJTler CCnild nnt c^nropl the 
eKLrrmity of his oLanh. He cwuditmned the action of the 
peasant* n slandeheur Eerjius: 

“ It would appear,” he declared, "(hat penpertj-, no 
rattler Whot its Lm purtanre. Is Ihe pFOy ut the mast culp- 
OH I? UriceEidaBu: on all sides etMtefl-IUf air- being burnt 
dow-'h. convents destroyed, farmti abandoned to pillage- 
TaKOS. feudal ri.ehLs, everything ja desLrOJfUd. It ^ not 




122 ESSAYS ON THE FRENCH Fi C^OLUTION 

F^Wb lo enJbtoc the late. Jwllot :s Mlhiv buL a 
phantom LvhirCtl ane ioeokr: ah tine- ty bunals in vallL 1 ' 
NrroTllK’t'PijS. What else rmild Tic done 111 ! Jit face -Of a 
papular movtUsent of such vialonre but (0 [Jive il jutiH- 
Jaelion. 

On August 41 h Iwu JJTeai toiiria I lords. thu VlaeoUQl de 
Nevilles and I he Duke d' AjpjUiMon. pmppffsS (o niake [jiu 
best opt of Ike al tualSult. Thsr Visruun: de ho.-rllles, flat heir- 1 n- 
Jnw of Lr Feyrtte, submitted 1o (lie AsiEinHy ihe fello-wlns 

i¥ Ki L u t i-en , wh.rh w.rs ai^noplftl: 

I- 41 TTi.pt :t sbjjl] hp deeJared in a pruila-matiryn hj-- lhe 
COHlmltUt I hnl I he jcvpntisenlplive-: of Ihc Nation. have 
decided IhaL la spy will tmi pl;J(] hy all perrons in the king- 
dom in proportion (o Ihi-.f Isieomi-. 

2 "That all public expenditure wlli i n future be bums 
oil Li Lilly by all . 

il. “Thai all feudal riphta #irt> rcdix-m ib-le by the ram- 
rnutlHas in rash (in a jusl valmal I PI), CiUier by a lump 
Klim or by annual! payments prppcift! cneti to a ten-years’ 
average ! nie me uf [jna oummuro, 

4. " That s Latute-labnur In the IniiJ Of lhe manor, piuri- 

liiaLns, and othf-r persona stTvilude- veil It aboilf-hed 
without ronipensuliun.’ 1 

On August -HtJi the Cons’il nun! o-rtopled the Jo (I wing 
rint'il lent: 

‘'Tilt 1 Notional Assembly flhaliahr'p 1 hr Jl-ijiI;. I r(.-.L| irm- 
I'ntiKlyt it dmEes that i-Kbt;; and dudes, who! her fetrfnl 
or Of ycliS-renl. Ihnae appe flaming 1o rcpl nr prismal 
mOL'Lntt.1 in arid In prfahhal SLTviliaiSr nr stibsl ilnetes for, 
ure a hi: ! rlu'd widwiut indemnity. All olher cusLemsiry 
ohhjtsClans are redecriMblo and Lhe prtee and mnthori rvP 
rCTUE£hflSe bill bo determined by lhe Hatiunal Assembly. 
ThoHG eyllrtjjuishatile right* whirh are not .suppressed! by 
1 lt|v decree ill ruiu nrjp tu bo cnlbrrjlilr unt:l they have 
been roTJOLnu.d." 

On August 1 3lh. Lhe Constituent suptMffiflHed the tiLhus. 
What ililH the ijnE'lkntiari of (He decree aitfipled by Lhf 
AtthtonhiyT CeN airily, u principle, the feudal ruuiitiu tuae 
abollriitd, and this was an atHIfvennenl rtf impailanee. YeL 
(tu- dsiiP" *vn the r odeenyi trill ty of llx. rljjhls of tm-rtlonlTig 
(ho lpnnS tv/ip n profile® until valent to maintaining (hom. Thu 
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peasants had r.:i means by wJ-.k h to redeem ibrm. Aims id 
lie-acb a sclllemcnl of the valuo (it the righls and l.hL- nundi 1 
at payment of Lhic- indemnity involved a rnmpl xuUd leu a I 
process. to this ■way thr privileged wiw able to salve quiLc 
cansLiirrahle iri-rmnrs. The representatives at" the rich 
hdur^eaisze, scored by the impetuous revolt ef 'lie prasiiiilS, 
had rallied to the aid of the threats; bed arihlduriLS. 

As can bo cosily hri.L^hie;-, Ihe d sihuskiririWm of lbr 
cicunlryside ha.d crest reperctlflakHtl. The abSCl Of !JW 
peajanls was ira'rra.sud by Ibo deelfCc of Hie C»iuf1 ilM'IU Of 
jtlaroh I ;: Lh I TlKt. which wnTSCIltd fjr them Itt* pTWislan? 
ndupLed ih AuglsL 1 7SII. 

As a rc-ault of preaaure from the pfrivikgtd. it 
decided La inirtfrsj Prill c In Hit ftilfflDf-y Of PbdcemahSu rights 
cerLain personal servitudes l,.'c>£lrt pit hernia) wllich had hron 
in m mu Led into perLiKU'.-ii] OLitl'; JMtyrpflnl? 

IL furl her divided ttl-ftl t lOflS'R total Of mu |1 i furious 
richts rmial be buucbt Odt a PiTiJtle Wlkllrtt QT nd J Hi atl- 
This*. in ciTl'cI. miidc redemption virtually jtinpcssibio be- 
cause of tilt' £]ftOi SUHlfc inwlvfd, 

Furihormort. the EnrdS- uf the manor were aulhtum-d la 
nfllecL their dut-s WiUltuL JiftyinJT to proyc thorn !l was the 
tenant who had lo pyovt tvhplhc* H claim was unLwJul. 

MOW Inrldjpntfl occurred The admmiyLriitnr.r «P Hit 
Btpat'LlUebt Of Lot (JLK'W lire Asiwmbly’r aLi.rjii.mn on Sep-icliy 
her ll 2 1 n J ITflO 1 , [0 yiha( took place during Lho rnllecL 1.011 uJ 
Tuedal dob. 

The adntlll i£triitOT& *T Let. who wciie jjixid bourgeois, had 
iMtHUfA a pi O? la In P I inn ty the peasants «3clM>nin£ them in 
Hbc rkirlit Of the IKW So remain ratm ond sUtflTltBElve, But 
the peasants. Hi tilt (.nd of their paUen-C*. would nil Mslon. 
]b many f-orr'hnjueE ihry prevented the municipal oiilcorv 
IVoni rtafllhs tho proclamation. Other L-om'nHmcfi. th? acL 
mialtlr-idorf declared. "had relumed Ln that uniform rcripn 
ef Snatjyrectlor which. si thr bcgl n nl njf of the year, manifested 
itself in odr port of the kingdom."' “lh wveraS communes." 
Ihty ] SII1W 111, ,L 4'b , be-ts have- been m.'L U p hi i 1 .Ih«jj who pav 
Their -LlLitfl and ItiflKp- who rullOtL Oieno- 1 ' 

Tho dLrt'dtify lit tho Dnparlmenl at Sfrfne-et-Meiro R" 
jmrtrd al the same tJlUO ‘ the Cfisl of the trinities ill Iht district 
i r Memours bmiyiht ulymt hy the refusal of fOUduE dllOf '' 
Jn January, 17S1, U dsptrly of FurifiOrfl. Leys, (lowribfd 
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in a memorandum fQ (he COnBtLtIWTit the obstinacy ami soli- 
darity wii h which the pensants rfsisifd mo payment ol dm 
in Pcrlgund. Queiey. tut 4 , the ■district of Boulogne. 

"Ail ;ne peasant" he stated* '‘refuse lo pay list dues: 
they nssnmhSc. they form eo&liiinns. they lake (tensions 
that none snail pay duet and ibal ir anyone dots I 

will lie hanged. 

"They go 1* Ji» houses of tbt lords. Hie ecelciiastM’s. 
and other ccmJorUble people, There tiny tarry out des- 
(nictLen, fopOfl ihe reLuxn qJ Of- many of the flue? as 
have bern collected. estnrl arjciwudrdgen-ienls and en- 
sag«nente r twi those who h^vf sold (tie wheat erilict- 

td, since they pretend this ejpb-t hag. been enrersd by 
|di$ el c#n.tea and elhc? Tiphts which were not due irom 
ihein.' 1 

NevertholeeSi ihe ConsLlLumL did. nut credity its 
polieF- 

The Legislative, soon, after da epenir-g [October 1st. 
ITlUj* had to lace uflw difficulties. Th.ii Assembly, inn- 
posed Ol depu liey. el erred on a resl rirLcd suiErai&o ar.d of which 
the Girwndl'ns. spokesmen ill (he wealthy r^nuritrciaL and 
l! n.i r,ci Bl hourgTtH?ic t w<irc lhp rkimi noting force, delayed as 
long as Ulty Ciklld the reforms demanded by the pctKauls. 

ftut the peasants were near the bnilin;; paiPL The 
country's internal rind external situation was be cum lug mure 
complex and wrj giving rise tn grave appcOhetksiOh. The 
peasants knew that the arLsUicmtE add the riOlli. (he K.itlg 
rind tlie eeort were ready for any Lrtachoty that -would restore 
the feudal system and de.Kpnliam. In on aii-dtess to the l.4gis~ 
loti ve dated Hcremher 15th. 1791. citizens of Lounnarln 
< Ecutehes'd u-R hone) admirably stated UteLr ecrit imepts 

"We proclaim," they declared, “with profound toy ibat 
(he drstiueLian nt (hr feudal aystCin Will be a death blow’ 
(a the aristocrats. IL is, In lli-a hope Of FC-rstablishind 
it that I hey emigrate, cansplr*, aid agitato in all dim- 
lions. Yuli will feet mere then fWI tltal liberty and 
Ibudaltly Cjurnel exist toother " 

It was hard in fatd Jbr JaCQUOS Btwlwmmfl! tn keep up 
bis dues ar payments to a lord who had cnOM*d the front :*r 
to join the army a f Hie COUntCT-Tevnlut inn. And hnw wg* 
j Jacques &&rih , crnwiip — lifariliijv “Jimnijc -GcudrclLoiA'" — twvuii- 
1 nnal rwme Ecc -the -tiriiibpirTr nn-n r .Lji iViin. 
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he Id find line mc-aiu or redeeming. Lhcftc unjust claims? Tli is 
cruestion was put with, moving IraVc in 2 petition covered 
with sLgnjULures and sent tiy tho Lej; slnlivn by Ihe district of 
Chateaubriand fLdre-Io feci cure E : 

''ICusJ it tic necessary/" .'■ski'd the pcliliuners. ''for 2 
:n: sera ble vassal Ip still part id his small heriS-ace fmm 
his I‘;lI hi-rr: to exempt live rest lion: slavery and oppres- 
sion? But Lo whom v.m .1 !d he sell t’i: ;i L part of his he ri l -age? 
Tin Ltie ra-called tortl? Tti his [&i"itler lyrailla? They 
nlcr.e by Lhe redemptmn of feudal dues wilL be Lhe dfjju- 
riltht'lei of ii!L the Qtiahce :rf France AJld POJWenlPile iti 
their hands all its: wealth!" 

Another document fbam Lhe commune of Cupel If- Brian 
(LdV-et-CranGnncJ tiiidcrJEned Lhe tnSvify (it Hit problem. U 
declared vt ilh force that — 

" the feudal r(£M& conserved and declared redeeinable 
by ihe decree of Mabfh IT Ih, 17SI. ate ilk'll hS Aril I 
pnavekt! civil vuj LE the Nall Shi] AMdfflhly in il£ wisdom 
does not lakr sLcps to modify UlEK uttflClIbne bUSleolly 
and to alter the moiLi Of reO^ncpI ihli dECTMd by Ihc 
ConsLi Luen t Assembly." 

And the signatories went as Tar as 1b dwl-sre ih&t "the 
peasant.! will Lipase forte 1b force." pir.r-e thfr BHCrifteG of 
Lheir live* will o£iSL them nothing. 

The Jacobins, w'hb eppn=bd th^ n ml i -popular policy of 
Lhe Gircndins, fought fur llw people dt the nounlrysido as 
■well a! fur thus* bf the L«wil=- In a poiwerfuj speech, 
CouLhon, deputy Of Fuy-de'Donnc-, fnc-nfl -jjf Robespierre, otl 
February 29Lh. 3TEE2. fihSClu hnrje-lt the spokesman of the jusL 
indignation of the pua^inl?. 

- MuiSiuu fa. 1- he commenced, "we ere reaching the 
hitmenl when perhopcs, arms in hand, we wiLL have lb 
defend ottr Liberty agninsr (ho combined cflorLs of the 
tyrants. We will preserve it: :i would be a crime 1t> 
dcubt it. A great people when it resolves Lo be rreo is 
Invincible. Either it will crush its enemies or it w|H 
leflvb lb- tilt ecnqurmr nnLhing but o wasted dtstll . 

L -We liSyt an imjibsilig' orrpyV both in regul-sr troops 
and in ns Ilona I gn-fiHs; but ihis army r I predict. will iwrt 
have the strength 10 give eifeci to btir desires unless 
Ibr nation Is at mo with it, and the pebble. wol| di* r 
poll'd, are united to it in wdtl and if need be, in ayvior.. 
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“It Ls Lheieltjtc tiiia moral strengtli ol (lie jpeoptc-. 
hmjc pcin'erlul Lhan th-at al armiea, it j? tills general con* 
vitrac-n sn essential to order dbd the happnwsg ol g-LI that 
the- National Assembly must evoke tmd must secure 
before nil else." 

COulhOrt went on 1& say that mpny diw speeches. had hern 

made to bind clut? people, but Ute Rev^tLaion required. ikii 
J tWCtfhC^. but Just arid beneficial laws. Hr dr miir.rlcd a Law 
ivliieh would bring about an rJIf-vi.uiion of the dcnee Cumr- 
5' aired of. 

■•■Do yxjn drsira., messieurs," he asked in cnnciUi.OiL. 
“to ensure a prompt uoJlcrLian af tames, da you desi re 
to inCTOn®e the value nf paper money tluecfolii, do you 
dCiirf to kill spoeiilatinn, din- you desire Lij deal with the 
60 j CSl|fd TChgiotlS d4sotdera — In sinjit, do you deSJte tu Isr. 
OH malevolent rumours urid mn.iOLid.jt-e Lhe Revolution? 
Baas turh laws: par heed to tiio peopler 

Bat the LcBinl iitivn hesitated. 

In the spring of 1742 tnCLdenla occurred., Workers and 
peasant* demanded tiie entOlfCeineiU of a inial mum price 
for groin. 

Tlie peasants o! ae-ln^-et-Morne, ScLnc-r-t-Oinc, Eure, 
Eure-ehLoare, Lui rfrdL-ChfiT, and Doiret demonstrated Ln 
the makel places. At MelUil thirty communes marched Ln 
arms- ho the market-ball At Vemmii; (Euncl. the peasant! 
Uiemselwss impciscd a l"i*cd pdte wheat, Bread. efiiis. weed 
and iron, and demanded a lowering of Tenls. Ln Ltie nfiSfih- 
bnurBaod of Jtiniej a:ud Ales Ibry destroy ad lhe cstilLthOOnii 
rn til it- gates uf Lhe i-liajoanje, they revolted against *b attempt 
tci collect Lr cede cm able dUOS- 

Tlte Legislative became perturbed olid LOJWltterefl the 
prOUem. They were' forced la take CouLhurt'w warning into 
MtisidjeraAIOB. Yet lhe Right tvf the Assembly strove to pre- 
vent tuiy equitable snluLian of the- peasant problem, which 
utter the outbreak gf the way became evety day matt 
meilaeirul. The session of Jube l4tH, ITUS, -raw significant 
iKVCideotS, A prpptjsnl to amend !he law passed by the rans- 
tttuent was under discussion. T7ie -deputies of the Right, La 
as*. attempt to Horro the Ch.a.rntaiL (a eloae the sitting, Left 
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the AKsembJy. But there were <-ni>i:q i deputies left to eon?- 
tituLe a quuTum, ami 11: r: faiLn,wmg decree wag adopleri: 

■"Thf- Assembly dexTetfs that all . feudal nghtg wtiic'Ei 
lie rat iLsliiled by primitive tltle-de-rds shall he sup- 
pressed wiLhc-nt ii’-ieriftnily.' 1 ' 

This did iwUiirj; 1 awards ju p pressing file rsinemable 
dues, but it, was 1 1 the same a first step, if an extremely 
licr.il rd one, [pvt ued;- render: ni; the position less Laic re us far 
Lin- peasants. 

AUtfUSl ]QLh. 1 7&3T Tile jxMiJde uP Tatis overthrew the 
Muuorehy. Louis XVi was impy.H>ned. Encouraged by this 
vlftiwy. the peasants redoubled ilse.r activity. Their ^dritL-ojn^ 
poured ini* the Lestslatlvo. Under popular suestuie, Ji 
decided, on Auc^l loth, to suspend all Draaecutiona for tion- 
paymem or “fot-mor feudsL'' el-iumi and uiULertDdfc to insi- 
der reforms. On August £5th It decreed (Jial ,L , , all quit- 
tent and annua] feudal ohms as well ps ca^Bi duos apt 
abolished, without LTMterriFistj' unlcst Lt eon ix> proved that 
they ao: conceded by (iUr-dceds. 1 * 

In Mi Is way, one by one IciL the obstacles 1o the wdi of the 
peatants There Temoinrd. hffwnver, a Ipsl restriction, 1: 
ups the lard of the JavaViri.i in dr? awmy wii!i it. On .fuEy 
17Lh. 1793, ufltT Lhe :SEt af the Crirandms, '.iie CmvcuLinin 1 
deelared without qualifirnfiOJi Lhe complete aiyjLitlon without 
indemnity eJ ;■ 1 1 feudal rights. Thus Plies peasants in Lhe end 
gaijL-ed W'hat they had aimed far. 
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The Revolution coupled the problem of redistributing the 
land with that *1 setting the national eatale^, but It waa not 
settled as simply as the question or lends! rights, A very 
greaL number of (ssasanta found it impossible Pot' them to 
acquire land- 

From October. L7-BS. fho Constituent, raced w-ltb the pro- 
blem of finding money for the state Budget, considered, the 
confiscation of Church estates, 

The clergy, as hes hcer. seen, owned valuable estates;, the 
total inrpme nP which was Lfiu million liarti and Lhe value 
□f which was Mien nsLlmalcd at appTPximnlely li-.uW Lo S.Cifiii 
million /mrers, whsch Ln 1939, in current voLlx? would, rtpns 
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annt njipTdsiirr.pkily 45.fl(K) to- (10,5011 ml Ill-Oil Irenes Thf ^-n- 
tlsnetinn r.i these ostites had t*en in |Ji* CVchferp 

t£? Ewlauncec. The Elshc-p o£ A urn n, T L -a!lfljTfind Ptrisprii,. 
™ October 1 Otb, ITflB, urgftd upon tho Assembly th*: 
rrasnns in favour oF the iffttim: 

"What appears tj. me Certain," Ilf declared, ,L is that tht- 
clcrgy arc nut piuprioHiJra like Ol hl'T proprietor*, as the 
property which '.hey truJGy b Hit -of which 1 h ry dhnrail 
dispose has been given. na[ lor their persona! use, bill 
fr.r Lhr- psrrcrJIlfititf Cl a- public service."' 

In e]F?*cL. tiiv Ctiuncb had received jjiJLs end JojjdCLCE. TWl 
only for ils uwn upkeep. blU also la caver the development 
of charitable ihStttUllona. TalLcyrand's arfUKient v 1 .' a t> solid 
and wuh the dry On November 2nd. 17110, list Coii^lilwnf 
Assembly deCrc-Mt I hat “"aJJ cnch-ujaidicul piupcrCy belongs 
In •he riistidi , aliil'ifl with the duly of ptivid-slg in p sntisfnc- 
luiy way rotf Hie i.’-pk.-^p nf the Church, Ifre mrtinjL-nanrc a! 
Ils ministers, jnd the relief Cl tile poor," 

This pmperty til us nationalized served ele e hanking fur 
lhr issues oJ nnwdlte CU'CUlntcd to 0 kkis= 1 thet fjtacr Treasury . 
The sale of this- national prKipvT!.j provided, fundi* U> reduced 
the public debt. 

•[ere we Cris concerned only with the scies o' nation u I 
usteLus which brought shoul n prntcund change in Ihe dis- 
tribution cl land. 

The Sale waa derided *tpnn tiy lhr CddfilitUctlL ufl May 
L4tti. I7SHJ. II did not Start till the befiinbin^ uJ t7iH. 

Tllfi cond limns pE sale, despite etsrtfijlii sLIpUlElticnB Which 
appealed tu fELYOUr Ihosv with sJcTnlec ii:ean&. fcave Lbfl best 
■rhancca tv the urh and wcLI-Sti-de. At first whole estates 
tvftc pul up for auction. It :s true that the decree ot Eh<: 
AflSfmbly alipulatrd Ihal when the bids for perfio™ of che 
eelDt-fi an'jounli-rt in cash tu the bcsL bid T-OT the whale Estate, 
jj division into loin mint Lake- place. And. It also stipulated 
that jrctclissrrs needed only tu dc|K?it 1 ■! pii coni. uf the 
price snrl would he jjlvCb twelve years tv complete I heir p«r- 
rhaiw. But it was es LUOPfiety dllNcnlt £oi’ the iinull pcasanS. 
10 light tn an cciuul loCbUfi With llllf Itch bidders, illd in 
practice mrst. nf their eftEtCtilfl went in S-ingk lots. IL wOs PO-1 
Dili i I it. 1.3 r h Icier, in tile first JKTlod ot the JncubLn CObVeik 
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lion iJutir Jrd, t-TlUj-., that *, division ink small lots bee-ame’ 

i.ompuliTiry. 

Until thru thr rich bwtlBeolflLe and the ^perulnlpry had 
£ flee hand. Fortune® were made by rp-j-dling In lot* 
fS-l-EltiiS pumhtLscd in lump 

SmaEL peasants we ro able to Obtlin land, huf they [Hid 
Ifl- buy It dearly, in some districts they unjuniiLed to eiioek- 
H7510 the imilieuvruH of 1hp rich amf the spetii lator*. They 
did 1 hi e in Iht North ni France, JPEB-de-Cstaifl, AL=ne h and 
SoinnrK, Tlltse peasant ujHDeialinps bOtiehL cstaU's; which 
Ibuy sCjerw-arda div.dtd arming thfllf lineili Tiers. They 

groupri iwunily, 'Airly, forty or I dll- TtienHwr* in eath vsllpgr. 
UnL these example remain. relatively very few for the mum- 
Lry as; a uhcilp, 

At Ihp time (AtSc esjlatcp; were put up far ^ale, Lhe roped. 
ripaiLLuis were given authority in purchase thorn. Many 41 
municipality bought estate* within r; boundaries. Sac™.- 
lxiushi In mis in ao iebtMOJrtitE niumunu. They udmhist.n-d 
these eslntcs white WEtilUltf In re-scil them Eo Individual; 
Often tSiij.- mti-mcipuJ ollipcrs and their tne nds LOOUf the riianre 
!:i make sgfp and ptttJdStRblfi Invustmi-Ti l.: Lpler lhe aaminEs- 

Iraler; of thr diEtripts were o&Ebed Jpan jo preside over Lhe 
Mile* by auction. Thu IrBJPeaclIOdK did not always take 
plare reruInrLy. There wre fraud- ar.d injustices Attempts 
were made tp head oil pcpspeclivo buyers by threats, and "nrjbca. 
Bi'ilaas were d^tribptcd to -Jislionest administralors, To pul 
SF 1 wld Ld LhLf, the OnvrnLmn had to mcrrVenr ™ August 
^41 h, I7M. 

tri 1T02 the nstnLcs pf the f Julies wefn puL lip for sale. 
The Legislative had u or.fi si' alp d Ihem un Itlorrh flM-h. On 
So p torn be r 2nd iL decided lhe ppndlflonK of sale. The poor 
pp41&eilts Warded a sale at small Ipfe but the Assembly left 
lhe lOObl adjninLrLratrwr; to deeido Ihft alra of these* lofs. 
me peasant Is did not receive sah sltartl pa itlil Lhe JapoWn 
Oonvemilon intervened. 

In 1 hl£ way a whole network of Tipurgs-ii is contact was 
sjdC-Fifl PVOr lhe lieun try side. The ppw JMOprioLitj'K, as ean 
be seen from the deeds nf Jhp purchase-, went in Lhe main 
meofcJiatna. tradesmen, sEiopkcepcrs. mar.ufaojerers, and 
murkfit-caideriers. In Lhe Distriel Of Llboimw (Girrwle) 
Ihrae I'we. friwri 17D0 to 173S, £ftT purchasers Of wlKim torLy- 
one Wrfe mfircEianls acid trades rocfl^ .flmp public nntarics, 
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twelve eK-]MLLfcik-a* twenty IdwyOIfi, three cit-nobles, fauneeit 
l£o idew lie?*, 5-fivein datlOlffi, uih? filChltecL, <i:ic (MstVtraelar, one 
Liirr.sler. twp pnifessurS,, twelve ItuShfindmerL, four vine- 
dresaen. Jlvi: coopers, UlTce imLIer*, seven bLajCkmiths, etc. 
In AL?jl 4', the bnurjjeais aaq.ui.red -tl. 1 Eg -I r< pi:r BenL of the 
land; the remainder was divider. ljeLweun fanners and 
LirLLsans. In Lhe wesL, bo ur Deals ai;d hushglidnien j:?tv ailed 
Ip Garr. the farmers acquired at :nta; one-j-ixlh ge lhe 
natlraial praperLy. and sn Se .riL-ft-Oi a link' ieas lha.ii atie- 
Kveallk. 

It Is plain that lhe urban and rural I :■: lire i.' r. i . = .0 and 
peLty-bnu.rjgesiixie 1 ' acquired lhe greater pari m" iho land told, 
awl it slur-ild Eiat be runcludiiiJ that (hi; Jar the si pca.tairi'LS 
were eclipsed rranpleieLy It Is however true th,fil in gullet at 
they were unable to realize their aqu iilrl nmiiclipit (0 tKwrne 
independent with a roL'.orfc and a fluid of their nn. 

Tlie JarcobLns, dist'ipSes of Jean-Jaequrs Rousseau, who 
thought lhat nil spnLp] q -jastuinj. wauid In' ^olyad :f 1l:rrr 
were no longer either rich or peer, proposed so re 3, 1 lie this 
dream by distributing neiong the iudigc'n.! L-.nd c^nArerlod 
Irani thasr dai'lnred "suapecl " 

The id£‘.n nf oonhsejatin.if tht' property el eth-mies af the 
the people lusd hem marylnd immeriLH tply fitter All£uM J0Lli r 
L?!i2. The Dirandm, Gciisaniu. 1 , cjFft-ndcd the propufial in 
the Legislative, but it was nnl fc) Lowed up, Thu Cj-lloiitJ.ris 
were Itiu repnc-janlative al the hl.g ixiuTgeoisi.fi iind they hud 
L.vi many Lies with monarchy to I'olimv such a e-rui rsu. 

It was Conthon who, m the r.nmf ol ceic jHoofciEls at the 
Lime of lhe insurrcctihb of Vendee and tho bctroyhl Ol 
I>uniauriex. Uiok up Lhe pro pass Lien. 1'zi hlcy Kill, : 7 : . 1 H In* 
izsquested Lhe Cn nvenlinn tci impair a rompulspry loB’l OH 
Lhe "Jiupi-Et 1 ' jn pa-ripnrtion Ln their taxable wealth in ordey 
la- raise the means of ir.voLiii up the * uni-en lobe* who we PH 
going 1 g RgIlL Lhe ChcTuanr.t 

CelleL d'Herbais,, two days lo(cr, made it clear that It 
was propasari lo seize raw-third of IhS fortunes- ot the 
"mijpEcl" and to devoir- the fund:* rceh&eii la caver the pjc- 

itQtawei Vo I'nfe eW'li var *t ’Jendae. 

A ntSVCnK-rJ in favour of this ntuasur.' --uua du-veLuped 
illTOtl 1 ghvi.it the eounLry ulider tlie impel us uf Lhu dupfirtiYWn- 
l.n'i tomralttfieL Qt ¥uMk ^.t'rLy . CtfittiiiEi oE Vr.e^e CommilL'iees 
L The reLeLs Dt Vwnlet- 
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representatives on mission tOQll Lhe zhLL.aLUre in local 
iTjWbiLacitmi. In September, 17H3, the- Corautuclec ul Public 
Safely of Haube-Vidniw SPqiWEtrsted lilt: pfi Jperty of lhc 
-juapciits dE the Departnient, administered EL l-.miI made uae 
ol lhc mcanne 1o pay the CKlrBOldlTlBry Canes due [turn il. 
Fouube-. gei miis^nr. In Nicv.no Mi QctGbsr 2hd„ 17D3, ordered 
rlie squeaLraEdm of the property Of ‘TSlMOJectS." Rou* Fa^iUac 
in Dordocnc acquest fated L-ho pr&JX-t-ly of Lituse wln> had iLed 
ssnd sueuestert to tlw Committee- Of Public SafeLy fl Law of 
liciiuoL 5Lqi«istratHM>- 

WuLlh quoting *g showing tJh? Stare- Of mitiri of Lhc rnmr- 
tU\*itleE at this critical period. when the R-.-vululion had to 
late daziyers from without hind within, is the irnlimei adopted 
&y ihc Club of Sedan (September 16Lh, 17B3-, 

" il wwild appear,” Ihe Jacobhis detlancd, “that the 
Rcvolultim has diaoRfd nothin* beyond let Liu* the mm 
With money sgeoecd those With panJlfltents . . , P 

And, J, eonvineei tlui Lhc rlth a™ ha better than the nohi- 
Lily," tl'ic paLriuls of Sedan EUfifieStcd tHE,t :lie Convention 
shr-rald deCiT.--j lhc foEUiwiii.jj mOjnlJrca: 

I " Whi-Lfi, ls a nt-BUil uf Lhc mflcbbtiitiaiiii gf erpitlOMr 
Citizens any Vt-ix town, a mnvemeni of n- voll hat 
heeit incited., the town -dial! bo dee If red in revolt. 

2. “Thie declaration shall serve ns n pTOfiSitiR invita- 
tiun Cn govfl Crti-recis tn combat Lhc author!, dl the lubel- 
lion and SB V* the public good. 

3. " When j!it uLLLzcns shall have miinsged La mish 
lhc rev-oil tlray will be deelura! to have deserved «-ell m' 
Ibo Pdtric; they will hr recompeiUei with half Sh/- per- 
sonal property beLonfilng (0 (he an Lhoro of the revolt; 
the- oLhee hall aiulL he confiscated to ihe tx-tlfjit at the 
Republic. 

4. “ Tine established authorities wlii he nlwged with 
til* equal distribution of tills property. 

5. " Tto ktuiwn Baders Ol the revolt sLilLl to punish- 
able Ry death a.od !lw: others by dcpurlatkin '' 

The voice or !he Ctub of S€-dtn did uai remain isoluLcd. 
Haurint, Owmmandur of Vh* Nklean-al Guard, on Goletet sath. 
1793, staled before llu Jaekbihs of Paris Ibit^— 
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“* U 35 jwcesssry Hull everything the aria locrats lose te 
given 1 b the patHoss. houses, Lend must be sJiBTOd 
amr-jugst Uiese tvho hsve vanquished the v-malns^' 

On December Sid Ihe Eepubtkau Society ul ChaLonsatir- 
Mmu requested the tenverrticsi tu eequqostroic: thi.- properly 
■d ait suspects for Uie benefit *1 the Heputrilc. Al the same 
time the MFW-ctrfadT-ef; of rndera also wanted " aequestrstlou 
ur the puberty *J She property of suspects until peace, as 
an tndcmnjly l* the public : tc dimity is defray w&r cupencU- 
tare, 1 " 

The law cl Sepleirber ITth, lTM, laid down that impri- 

Hihitd SLiSpeda WCHflld be fed and Btiardrd Bl thtir ravn 

expense, Measure® yd more strlngm mere tb be taken. 

Couth Ob, at Ihe beginning (if iVtJl. rai^-t the quejsliatl 
ot sequestra I Iqn And drspHc the intrigue u[ the "Indul- 
eent' 1 who were PL'dcrEing thf rich. ihi: Co*tV i =nliOei nn 6th 
Vonloee of Hie Year [I (February SB-Lb, J73d). after a report 
from Sainl-Jusl. VOtM) a liHTtr that ""the property of por- 
aOJisl It hewn H‘ l>e eticmdrs nl' fhr ils-v'ciluiiir.n will be a«iiies- 
SraSed for the benefit Of tbjy Ttrpnblic. ThnKn persons will ta- 
reiabned urdl] peace and Incur hazikhcd permanently. 

This flrst decision wa* enmpleLcd by a ■boob id decree. 
Shat Of the 131b Veptasc Bf the Year II (March 3rd, 1730). 
iv li lets provided Aw i census of indium! patriots who were 
10 be Compensated viith rmfisratcd property: 



" Article I 

" All carTimunes of Lhr 'Republic .shi ll ffiraw up h TCgi^s- 
terr of all indignnt pal riots Within their bounds nrs, with 
their names, ope. ofeupucleji, number and age of their 
rhildren. The directory of the districts shslt forward 
lht-Ki‘ register:- without delay to the Committee of Public 
ftaEcty. 



“ A rfJHrle. 1 1 

L ' When the Ciinr.miU'!’i‘ rsf Public Safety tins rcd'lvOd 
iheae reglflotv. it shall Tvpcirt cm the melJuid of ruhlpen- 
satlnc alt (he needy wish I he propcrLy □: the rlLtmlCit of 
the Kevotuttun at'rording to the list dF the CuiUrr'ifttCO Of 
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OcnrraE Security sent to LL and which JvalL be made 
public." 

RflbesjiiiKms, Salnt-Jutt and. the JawtiLhs propasnd to put 
the I'nrmies of the Republic kl deflLh. They also wished to 
d»r iwny with poverty by ra-dktrilSHjllitg: CunBseiiLed lands. 
These views were ckptce« 1 in. a rupart made by Saint Just 
«i 23rd Ventwe, of wtpeh the IhltowiDf la the must. important: 

"Since the decrees depriving the enemies of she 
Revolution of lbr:r,- prirperty. che Pareitfn Tee lias Celt the 
blow struct ogrinst it ijnd Incited trouble (a disturb ar.d 
birder the fiovr-nmneril/: we know one way ol stop- 

ping this evil — that i?, to make jh* RevolltLbGtl pdrL el 
pablin Eife. If you give land to Pll the iueedy r if you take 
Lt aovaeK (Vein all the tlaslL::iu.v [ swear ttial you Witt 
have carried out a revolution. . , Dq you knew v.-hat 
is the last supporL of monarchy? Jl is Jho clnss Ibal tSbet 
nothing, which can net do without lujetity,. wll tMK.it Jolly;. 
Ihwt! wha think of nothing., think cf rip good, who SJHtefld 
their tplurta, the fury of thr-ir vicious p.i/surcs and their 
diSgusL of Lununtmol life. Compel everyone to (10 some- 
th inj! useful and l» lakf up an oiTLjput.ivn <pf use to 
liberty. What rights jn the nation hr.yc tliwe who do 
nothing? . . 

If the decrees dE Ventosc virne arnelcd with enlhU&iasm 
by tile iu'NS-H.'tbrtte S, who CMtipra Lula Led the Convention. they 
prbVuked the derail fears amppg the owners, already greatly 
difituiittl Ly the control oE Jbrlunes and the ismnnl ions on 
the I. gilts of inheritance. The rich dc'vclopc-d n demagogic 
ctunpalgit against Robespierre and his friends. Though the 
raw of 3tb VbnLoae of Lhe Year fl (February 2(jLh.. ITy#> 
■declared the property of patriots 11 sarri.'d anrt inviolable-, 11, a 
rumeur was spread that all property vrns to he challenged, 
dfilzed. alhl sticred out. Tallien, Fmwhe, Prrnon, Barra::, and 
Other unscrupulous intriguer.}, who feared the "EncurruptL- 
tilev" made CUmrom cause with the big bourgeoisie, and on 
ttttl Theinrudor (July 27, 17B4} RalH.vpicTrc, Saint Just, and 
CouthOli fell under the combined blows of the "corrupt" and 
the rich- 

TJtd great agrarian reform of the Jacobins Could not Ire 
CBiried Into farce MarS r in the Hafy FV'iiilj, LriViyjht ad- 
mirably into relief reason of its failure: 
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" Robcypicrrc, Spini-Just and tficir partijjins shcrumb' 

fid bet-HUH? thpy confused tht IC-aliM nod antique <>crr.i!- 
oraSie St^tp bigpcl on ron] slnvery with thp representative 
idealist and rnodf-m domaerntit Stp.lf based on eman- 
■ri'pntnd sinwtv- brourjjcci^ society. 

41 Whot n ixf.otsat fliror to mcpjgniie and sanction in 
the Right;: qf Man modern bourgeois society, (jic secieLy 
(if industry, nr general enmptiLition, of private intervals 
freely pursuing their tndi. rvl anarchy, ;:■( natural and 
.^pirituaL individuality at war wiLh list If. aiii to want 
after this to atiniial in cetLain nd.vuiuals 1 1' a mofi ;Jtdi S ■ 
[ions of this society and alsu try Lu flake :lie form Of flu* 
sooLely racilurm Lp aflliquily. 

"This error appears LfajhC- wfclCil, un tllfi day of his 
execution,, Saint- Just. p&iiitliiE 1* llte Die trrnne tqntain- 
IllE the KitfLUS OF Mats hBrtfiing in [he guat^ninm. jtto- 
tlaitfled with justified ptidt 'It W3S, k&wowr, I who 
achieved I hat: Tine tt-an* pruclo;mf>f! precisely the rights 
<?.[ man who could nan be a wan <>f -j» anuquo pipit’s 
any wore mail the ectwomie and iTidtiPtrjpi conditio™ in 
which he lived “were thuie qf antiquity.” 

The UOitL'fWiiPie. hilling grown conservative, oarrivd nut 
the roup of Sth Tlienmidw because it was in a hurry to ter- 
minals Ike Ke-volution, It wrs opposed to the ret-tesralten of 
the aid reglnve, Sjut tt Wis determined tn consolidate its elafS 
COUqtlviti; Em llse*? fondi Lions its turtles wore 1o find supp&fl 
hhl-ame Site i audit'd ppR-rants who, like (hey, were a Eta Id Of 
llht wcehari ond poor peasants. 



OmCiuJlmL 

ll tins only been possible tn give o rough outline of the 
foie of She peasant^ in the Great Revolution. They tfcflnilcLy 
ntiwetdtd m freeing themSeivus from the Feudfil yoke. The 
1lhfrti^5 whirh they obtained In eommail with the whnte 
nation, and which Ihej have bad since to deftncl tm numerous 
orcn.dcru; against ihe attempts of reaction, hflVC rooted deeply 
in Lhem She Save of dcltiocrnfy. 

The mass of She rural pbor did not manage So ubtttjEl 
land., but in a society which. While winning tor the pdoJSl* 
undeniable progress* onalntalTtS the rijplm Lotion of man. by 
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j»isn f Lt wit i mpar.d'b]^ ftjsr thjngE Id Ikfippea olbcrwisr- 
Actually Llrere are £lil] nepriy 4 million landless ponsantt 
unci the number Of Ul^Se WlUj do possess Land Jdigws 5 dJi- 
tmei Ifivdcney tu dMeuse day by day. This wp£ Clearly 
ihflwn by Maurice Tliiirui in E’H uhur rfe of June liflch. 1S3P 
BeiW>cKi J1U2 and IflSp mow tflflll ona-thlfd Of tilt' hold:nR- 
ajtd farms of loss Ifinn ]ff he^turei have di jtHPiieared. Tfio 
biy bHupoiili ruins and expropriates the small peasant 
without livderrinl Ly. 

Yet in this ]H.r:i)d of nr of capitalist swicly ihr 

PfeAEarttS, victims at Lhr trusts, financiers, speculators, and 
big taixsowT-crs, can look forward to Ihmr complete pn trail- 
rhm'njunl.: Socialism, which w:l| iVre them far over ;s Ivdojf 

a reality In the Soviet Union, which is stead: ly Adviiuc-iuf 
alunj; (he road to Cunmituilarn. 

The working daks, by iLs ndtnbrrs and its pdilirai 
maturity, ha* honnmo tin 1 hislurscally cxHen iatlj' progressive 
oloment in Ihe nation., The intenwl? of Lho great mas*, nf Tin- 
pmcanta art in accord willj Hm own, and -t i? (henffarr flir- 
□i!i since of the wurkete and peaEDlUE winch will lepd pin 
people to new victories of pKiEWE OHf the forr-OF. of MKial 
ratre^sion. 

St) lire ancestors of our peasants ttml rltyiVltd power* 

fully Id the establishment of democracy by their alliance 
with the peepfe of Ihe towns 

To-day Hie pcasanls tan l»St taff-gnard ‘.heir sacred Jieril- 
nge from a century and a half ago by rantlrtiing more titan 
ever to flght side by- sLd-c with their briM-hcr— the wnckrrs in 
the faet-or jes, enterprise*. and yards — for the main tenancy of 
the liberties which Fascism seeliy. to desdoy. Ttnl IE the 
primary comb Limn for Hit advance tfl the dOCl£LVc conquest 
■of fgfl dinner ary. 




THE PHILOSOPHY OF ENLIGHTENMENT 
AND MODERN THOUGHT 



iitf Geo TQtt Foli-tzeri 

Fallow find Fftifessur of History 



T HE “philosnfrtiy at enlightenment" was "that tmtlifint 
srhpoL of French materialists which made I hr- eighteenth 
PCnllLfy. in. spite af bnttla* pit Ifind find, .sfift M^oit OMf French- 
trwo L>y Germans and English, fi pne-cminepUy French centnrv. 
even before thBt CTOWJlipg Fnencb Rewaluliun, the results pi' 
whiph Hie OPUaL-d* ft. In England as well ns in Germany, aTe 
^till Hying to acrliii iii.iie/" 

Thus lit 1892 EngeLs, whose genius. with (hill of htfiTTX.. 
created hisliwical materialism, spoUf of 111* i'tench nifiteria- 
?Lsm pf the oijntetnth century, HoBctLcn H-aa dene all it could 
td ubKuie in* td-nas which dominated -the- “century u£ ™- 
I giltenihetlt." Its [irpIeSE-rirs evolve vast IharKretieal [Krnftjn- 
diLies itn Lhe- impertBriafi of ideas in hist-pry in ge-norel, hut 
make nothing hut erm fusion of this mryirermcr.t ol Id*ft5 which 
made the eighteenth century ,L s pre-eminently Fron-ch con 
lijiy." Our Fatty, on the contrary. in oettbratn»£ the one 

hundred find fiftieth anniversary cjf the Kevolulicn, closely 
assoc! :1 List the men who a coo hi pi is] Led it with ''‘that brilliant 
school r.f Frcneh material ista“ which prepared It. 

■"The FVenrti maSeriaLLfit philosophy of the eighteen Lb 
century became the cre-ed of the French Rcvtslutirai," wrote 
Engels. 11 repL*«?nted a deceive stage In the development 
towards dialectical ana Leri alLsitu sod, through Utofplfin Socia- 
lism, La .scientific Social iatn. 

It is therefore nruessary Un know lhe hiftarfc TOl-e of lhe 
"pJiilpspphy at enlightenment'" Its genesis find. Itfi evolution 
itlOW Indisputably on the seieuL.de plane that It Li IWe MtKV 
munisis who are HE true Heins. find hisboriE continuers, 

l Shut *5 ■ hcauffe by ifc* J*srls Was leader nf ihe u rod *nj round 
iranHiMr.t among mity ertd ry pr^wE&oea ioiL siuderte. arid ope ake 
hjjl L'-n-H fit "lie '.llPIil LllamanliE. 
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I 

Tlti- Idsatog^ [P-ie mJ :■.!■.! !e Apes 
LChin writes: 

TLiioughirut the- recent history of Europe, and pur Li - 
culnrly flt fno imd -ur tbiu- eighteenth century in Franre, 
which Wit- [he sce-no of Lhc derisive halMo agrinsl; gurry 
Kind of medieval rubbish, against serntem in mttltUtiMl* 
Sind ideus, tnaLcri+ijtKm [moved t tj lH' [he -only insist enl 

yhilpstiphy, till? to all lllfi teachings *1 natural science. 

hostile 10 sSUSKbSliSioriSi G-Jisit,'* ttLl 

To umUirstBjKl Iho philosophy of atdtg&teHJfneart, Lt la 
rtccens=(iy briefly 10 examine LhLs jerJjlO-ffl lit ideas, Id examine 
rouitlly tile jysU m Jn which feudalism found its ideological 
expression . 

The spokesmen cl? obsouruntism, who pmjxiBC a return 
to a more or less distant period of Ibc Middle Ages, [mcImpc 
iL as a -harmanluViB unity of SOItls,'' Kl4 {lie Middle Aggs 
hnd also 1be:t- struggle*, thc-Lr eonc!ra£lLi.’tory teoSencle*. which 
translated into the world of Ideas trenjfwinatlflnfl taking 
pLa':<- jn Lhr cocnptnic and social Grids. In discussing this 
feudal idrology, w ran only outline ioue.hly the system 
agamst which, i)f (he RcpaiaaOTCC approached. n more ;;jsd 
more kHenBe tirugglc was bring wngrti 

The eaonllal eJemi,.n[ or [his IdSoolngy «F* religion. 

Aa Kneels has shown, "Hu- great iisternacionni centre of 
feiutaJism. was the- rtom-r.fi Celhohc Church It united the 
'Whole of CoudalLKcd Veri-urn Europe, in Spite cl B.I1 Internal 
wars. into one grand. pciiLieul system. opposed £Ls much to 
stehirmatr 0™;!!? &E itj thp Mohirmineduri countries. It enr- 
mnndrd feudal i i»£l.l1 Ui^Oita with Lhr halo i>r divine rtjhse-cra- 
tionu 1 '' 

The- CrLholk Church, in fact, CXpUiiflfd society, as writ 
as Nature. by God. Religious fftlLll upheld feudnijsm, and 
fcvd-n'liem ripunshed xnd upheld filth. 

Cimstempr^ary obamrunllsLs so into eCStaS-le* about ''the 
Inrtenae religious faith cl the Middle Ages.'" They enures 
la this way their regret for their juradi^e lost, ahd their 
desLre at a pinch 1o Lrtnsforns thy world inio a belt bo as to 
chase Jtum the oanariDUHlflffl. al men tmy entightenment that 
hn^; penetrated to them. The vulgar materialists and the tt- 
i i, •. ii -l in n< '■■■ .1 ■ ■ ■■ t-i.i i '. !■■ :■■ ■ '..i \. ■^■■l-r-Ti-il n- -ii. 

Wal. I Rt HI- 
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preSOida Lures of 3 certain ‘"DOfiiCIVi.sm. ' Still more YULCfilf^ 
CUOTiLenl l-hririseivcil With -dtJLOUincInjf “human eredultty" and 
to roaifing Witticisms ab;:j:iL tine li:i iriiicuLuli: CmLCepliLML 
HJstwiaiL uiaL'jn jI.shl shows the profane ami material 
sources Of rHifjkin and, th? JJTflCiicai consequences K» bu; 
draiA-BL ■ Tine fwnwtfltlCfl *1 irreligious Cl-LlLcL^n,' 1 ja:d Marx, 
":s Lhts: id^JI rCtiffipn, religion dc*s not make man." 

Mill uCD'cii God, jEluti placed (in de-term in-ate opnd i linns AT 
<Jt iSUllCit!. Religion Lk a given nuiiuKH' in tv hi eh I ho world u? 
reflected in the ranscLn-jsmisg -of man- And Lf 39 3 reflection 
iL is an aUFund yottecHon, j( is because tbt world Lt reflects 
la Itself absurd. 

The world is society. Man in it jk wretched; lii it lio La 
OpjXrL'tSuil. it is a heertiesx world who no man "does not pcasesg 
any liras rralLi)," because society Is Slot designed Lu make 
him happy; a Is 3 world whCrO man mil truly realize hts 
being where there is, ,ti faM; nothing jot him but misery. 
IL 13, in tBeel, " j vale el tears." 

In this yesi lion. :mn lu-i'd:: dluaiOtM. ]"!:■! i ” . 1 :- n IiErr.islirs 

them. It surrounds with £ hato the V«Lfl of tears. It nover* 
man's ohsms with ■‘tnwspnai'j flowers," :t consoles man by 
tfJToriilg him Tile fancastje rut iixdliuii ::f his bis.ng. 

“TtaUglaufl misery. ' writes Marx, "is at emey the *>:■:- 
ftfvSSUin of beat misery and ;i protest against that retll 
misery. IteliRicm :s the sigh of tin? hnid-prrssod onfluttirn. 

the sentiment of ft heartless- world, s* it is the sou] of 
soulte&s circuin&tancrs. It 1a the opium ot the people." 
Opium produces, as has been wrllten. ‘artificial para- 
dises," Heiteioa offers, fiee of rh&fse. the dream ot an irrte- 
giaiarj' imradiso where everything wilt ho for the besl. 

’■] :i 1 .■■; i:-;rn is at Lhfr xamr Li mo the most consistent O lhe sm 
i.nd. Rcies beyond tho vnlgar atheism which considers ChflS 
the L:rLL: nism or Heaven" settles everyming, Since religion 
is a fantastic retlection *1 flic real world, Ll is necessary to 
ell :noi: flroto tluit ir-lnion Is- jii :llur-iun. 

"Tho i-riLii'h-rn -u-r re! ijjL-Oils is Ihc- foundation ul all erili- 
Cism. ' This beiiiu tho nature cif netigion, tho struggle ugainsL 
it '"i? indireeLty |hr: S'-rj^Rlf- nga-iiLEj the world] td - ■which coli- 

gton is the spiriiurO artana." But, second inn tt? Mantism. this 
indirnd asftins 1 ; Ihe worlt! miisl bo-sisiine a dirool 

f-1fii£ile. II retifitin ia eti llluskHt with which man romhles 

hinisc]l > in a world where he Elt'Cds iliUMidhs at dot'll riiit .■valTloc 
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liflKiUl'ift; [he ill-jslur.: it is nerresary Li> impress Lhc need 
fur illusions, nnd, tp [hat end, transform the would- 'The 

injliacfipn to renmynro iLLusionii Ls Ihu .njij notion re- 
nptnusj a j (ate niJilrh raowts ftHwipn*.” Criticism ■Tiimivd 
i'hnrofo« limit il-ell 1 lo rtitHEPis nr Isesven ; more is needed, 

wntea Mors, "'itiid lom aws*>- the imiifp- 
:sar.y flCWcFs winirln tMVfered h?.s uhal ils. nOL EG that- man 
shah carry the nhains devoid of all dreams ullO all CW 1 
sriiaLiyii, hut Sii thill hn will nast Lhcm aside and JJlok 
living Udders, CrlUcisin Of retifiimi Hikes away from man 
his illusions sj Thai hi nhall think., flut, fashion. his own 
reality like a nan wba hflJ- lost his iliusi^ns and atLnined 
tho fLgr- of irasrm, so that he fan RWVe htotmd mi his owrt 
— that Is to any, by his real sun.” 

In this way '"tiie CritlfisEni of heaven Ls tL'iiiiHunnud inln 
Ihf tTitieisrin of <;nTtb. . . Thn struggle muinst Lbu 
H bsu rd lly Ol Jf-C i. ff ion heroines trahx. farmed info a struggle 
sglilnst the -v/orld Wftieh, hy ItB iilwupdlty, rm-ds neligunu. 
beliefs. Tlijerrftiee we fan uirfuiVt&riCl- at Hid aamo hiW’. 
I ho [inliinf oi a certain Eiciisy asi li-Olerin-illliMh. I f sono 0 

Invite tllV WhrkCPS ivith: -'i'l much lo'.sut to lifL their tyca 10 
Admire their MtJlloHB flSttinst the i - nr u in aiy pbWiHra or 
Heaven, it s sG that 1 hey ah^ll hot sre Iheir sutimi&Lnit to 
the ir-al ptiwere on ciL'Lh. not esdudihff the Cburrh itself 
h Mo surrender in Heaven, Mtinidh Gil t-BTih 1 — such, is iheir 
Alogttn, while WO Cdtnn-.,iini^ts develop out 1 fFilieism of Heaven 
by the CFititifitn of C-srth and by action. WOtKltlff fo unite in 
the slruE«3e trains- tfw* Bhturdily of the woorld [Wisp who 
tielii'-ve and their Who d* not, Tho most. eiiOiled opponents 
or 11*' policy of Hue "(twit hand, (th thy CatholitaV On CM 
contraFy, At? to Hy-jivr-n. a-s soon us there is a battle (0 he 
fought on earth 

Eel the same uvijy ns Lhp Medieval Churth explained 
snririy and the State by God, so also in God :t. found its 
Wlcnce. All ils thaories received "thf halo -of divine ronsL- 
CFaHffll " The HindanientaL leBfhlnp. uf rvtigy.Hfcs, ils dofimas, 
hns lieeii Fevooled Ijy (lod, and Lhe fOCt Of this iryclaiion 
was ah insUL-motlJlHlkle argument Lr. .supnGfi of [heir truth. 
God lymnisrient had rovcnled part or his kiSGiVletLip?: thp 
truths he hod cvimmunifBted must thmetDre be etefliat, in 




no ESSAYS ODf THE FEEHCII KEVOlUTIOPf 

Lhe fields covered by the reveUlicm there cviuld be n* ques- 
tLen &f joOTtiing mote ut undotalsndlng otficrwisg, TfsetO 
Mils only one problem . how In inlurprul rinhtly the tL'Utha 
revealed. vnifll wettj 1* be found in Lhe Holy Scriptures. Tile 
tonnd.it: cmi>> of science wciie included Lherc-in U-M -elermty, 
To find ;Jl£ Irnth one mutt nnl study the facts, but Study 
the lests. 

itiat as J, Lhe Church had nrgn.ni.Ecd ll£ oau liierat'Chy 
PI) Lhe feudal jnndet, ‘ so sIjjo it organized on the feiMlal 
model Lhe world af thought n.nd oH scs^nliftr activity, T-> 
feudal society established by find f-cr CYCf ccifKporwSed fl 
seiOjLte cL-er natty true likewise fi.undcd by Ccd. 

TlIC X .dtlie j\£iis Jlhd julit'L'itrd the Giwt adenctm. They 
fcnow them partly. Thanks tn-aitiJy to Arab iuitiKuce, they 
Know- -badly, It Ja ciue-^tlM works el Arlaiotle. the jgteateHt 
itclidLaf und [>H jLhwop her of antiquity. St. TIhui-ills Aquinas 
uclojiloiL these works Lu Lhe rued uf Lhe Church mid 'in 1 
-’•jodk'vul world Aristotle became accordingly n sciunLLfic 
equivalent i;L the Hock uf Revelation. dull, in eflfletiCe, to 
|]U! truth cinu must study the LeJLtfl, Ittterptfel ihe aakierJ 
cents — such in ait fields was Che method uf Medie- 
val aelence. EuL, as In Lhe whole oi society Lfcioiv 
wns a hierarchy In science. Til* insurjnc until Lie tsnrrie-rs 
which sepLinted nujn ui society corresponded 5a in- 
surrnmmLnhlt harrier.: vchirh. separated men tram thr asscss- 
mept of lh( uaLue of their knowledge. Thefc barriers. nwiveri 
Ih. obeli ease “tho halo Of divino eonsutraLLiiCT .'' God bud 
bestow u<t upon Ute lords ft the ■earth arable lands. In lhe 
same way, in acLtoEa there thp*e who, chunks tn ''extra. 
OKlJiuiy oatJlalsnce from HntiTcn,' h poKsc-rsed thr Lruih. 
Those Were thu "aLitbori tLcs,“ the Church, SL, Thwinus, 
Aristotle, etc. H a queation arose cl the (nyc meaning &L a 

u-irt uevL'Kil centuries old, it Wfts j-vpruJKL' CO «ppcp] from the 

lost Li> proved I'jlCs: OLle must consult Lho authorized rnOv 
mriunurr. This was tire Aut^orlldtllW ifJfLhod, which in 
practice succeeded Lis preventing lie development if ^'irjisno. 

The course o i physic? in (he ralLekOs up Lo ('no aevemCwntli 
nentury W^? hosc-d on lhe ivorl; on phy'BLes by ArlstPlIf. Ar- 
ecidin.j In ihr mstructinns appitod by tile JeauLlS, the BTiO- 
ItesKirs were no*, alloivcd ;o commonc Lhemsc-lvia- 
Tbcli’ in^iTiictionf laid down, that Kittunuiit must hd 
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Cunfliniid 1o using (lit; (italHt fltlthSrify rai ||* cu*s- 
llun— tfcal ns to Saj. St- Thomas. But Sh Tbianaj! 

als: had tils. £Lr,]iari.£ud rnmiripn!u.t<i-:rs. Thsrefoii: Hie 

study of piiyalcs were essentially a cascade of «nn- 
SWltBfcffS and £umrnuntarics. Jf ivas ihLr. ijjjt gave tu 
Medieval SCMIUle its BsmtialLy boOfcJah Character. whirh 
AiLKLrM^!i;.n science neve? had at ita urijfin. The Opportunists 
™py lh C “Tridhiod! of aulJmrsCy* wllOn they rJiirg La. tcrlajo 
tiitS Mamit theses, simply CO stop Cite development Ol Mu/rsist 
scicnci; and uf Lhe icvuLutErainiy Hi&vemjenL of the proklaffaL. 

Tt-io science Inherited from the Greeks Kepr*sent«i in 
Lbt‘ Medieval wurld ibe profane dement, the -natural ect- 
Jiphlonment ' Os Opposod to the SUPflf natural enlightenment 
i!2ven by re-vC’l-Til iOrS. The two never ce-ufifid Cu CunJIiet, but 
this coniliH was In the JkjfL pLaoc regulated Ety Lbe subortH- 
iiLitian Pt tile natural enJiatHehment to lhe adpCI-jiu Lural on. 
Jichtcnm^nt. Of BOtofine pjiilowiphy to tlMdu£y. wliirh ups 
ihe science of God end of things xacred. PinTosopJiia cm 
cinpilEn a j win:. j Poise— phi loaoph y if the servant of Uuealqjy— aodi 
was jht 1 moilo. Trie juatlfLcation given WO! llie following: 
human /e-DaOYl has liuwr bent r .■ | i r. I ■ I h - ijf Jl^fnivCunfi Ihe 
truths that God Jus revealed. But as (Sod Is truth itself, an 
he is perfect hUftiSin reason can uL Ihr most rediscover certain 
nf Ihese ttfUlbi; if it found siKnelbir.g else it tvps p;c jeiS" aitray. 
Tb? task Of reSHCn WPs pfmsifly to prove Sk-Bl IliL wii the 
neuilion And to SWCUITiUlfitr evidence in favour Of tbwfcjjff. The 
theory Ibpi the 3Utl rotated round Lhe earth which was imme- 
hLlec tkpt according to which there wrre ihyr ore roe his. two 
■of which, air and. lire, nswed upwards hoc.-iuse ihcy bad. h? 
alu'ro a TtBturo which fna.-Je Ihrin rise, wlr.lt> the other tWO 
Vfllor and eafcll. fell bCsCBUse they had in them a natUfe 
which nude them descend;; cho account of Creoi ion ira the 
CiLd. I'csLitnienL ectr J tlwee wer: umtiidL-red: us et-r-rrpily ctue 
and as unchungcduble as (He Eucharist. 

-Nfl-w lip 1* tiiem jthe EeiLaissunfT pri:i:d;i srionc* 
had hem but the tiilihblc- lUmdinaid of the Ohurth, bjid 
not bonn allowed to OVOrttep the limiLs set by faith, and 
(hr that ramson hpd twn no science at all" (Ennstsl. 
OlYiciai ^cienre, -dru-winc Its know ted £6 JYorn die Same 
Auree, multiplied its ClllortP to keep 111 line Widi foith. 
eshaustint; Ltaitf in mtprjnmahte .reason: nffs which wUhont 
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■d nr™.' content, pailataGd ami refined th* form. The ed'nia! 
philosophy taUffJlL In tile school?, Lhr aeitieli-Stic, dcscnernled 
min 3 5 elite lermabsm, Wlnetl Molk-re satirised. 

Vet this learned ideology dill rust lack r.vsls. Alongside 
it (lc-yekpcd , until tilt eighteenth century, Lhi 1 - secret sclent#* 
^-flPchomy, oceulllam, mask, &nd sorcery— and Lherc csistob! 
tiiJOUffb LtlO W&flle *1 kOCSely the Must bu rbu nnis snpi'rsi.- 
tjons. ignorances. and otacura/rttainfl which are. lls the 
riiKyctoowdJala later stated the beat -alLies of slavery. It is 
this obscurantism, not the adiolfcstie refinemflnLt, vihkli m- 
action spenks of nostalgically wlwn it speak* bl the Middle 
Age*, «nd It is ti el I II minx- twrtfiiflf obscurtint isnt ii:it Isuvkm 
wants to Instil Into mun by force. One *r the mason* ■;[ 
ib hostility (O Christianity it that Christian, morals we :v j 
progressive factor compared to the hflibarUy which clturac- 
leriiod I tie opening or tivi >1 :c1rl lr Agrs. al the eotne time. 
Ntvi rodatlsm npraarhes it. TtHimas Atjtunhs «.c i13l having 
c.ivL-n loo high o place to rr-ssmi, 

If Lhe .M.dnli- Ages we re not simply a liMijj i ■ u tiL. it Was 
biHJLise during Ihc fourlc fiitli, |1 [ t ■.■".■ n L in . nnri sixteLmlb i:efL- 
Ijiies t sic-r -: 1 developed the real germi oL a sCieuliJic rebirth. 
Eventual jy Lhcic a re fie " . . , . the great rLflaiKOntt! Of 
mkriiir-; csl/onemy. mechanics, phyfJOS,. snatOhlJ^ p-liysHMogy 
were dev(jlc>|i«l a ilc ntiitl ‘ wltnco re ho I led djjaiit&L 'he 
Church." Medieval idcc-logy w-oa bottle tt hade. It was a lims 
pn'Krai during which. little by IlltlC. now Idesf. were tWBtd 
&nd m Hindi (dtiluaophlral muiciyhsm urns re hone. 



][ 

ElrtbOnrtiOh. 0 / Fie no 1 1 jtftlW.ads»l -J the EisfeieerHA Ceilttcrtf 

Fxow'h ir.'Li i.-ri li i i^m of ihe eighteenth century wo?, (ho 
■'ssioit of two currents, One cares rom Enginnd s.nfl started 
with krancis Sneer. The otJwr storied with D^cartoti- 
Wai’K J|T1(| Eageln havo always insisted on the- duality of the 
snaeract of OUf philosophy of the eighteenth century, This 
linrnvkdjjc Is it ijiprlunl. ii>r us. On Lhc onr hand, reaction 
attempts in juggle with Lhu matcriali-Ti -of ini' EncyoLo bind Lit* 
ihe rmlerhil-sm nl Dc-rcsirla.-c, and on the oilier the "break: 1 : 1 * 
of HeavLTL ,' 1 of v. Hh.hti men". ii>ii hu.^. already been, made, stllfi 
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in unison With the spokesmen of the Church to tianstom: 
DftKfii'Ep'i into a ul^ar sehftlaBtLC. "Hr Li.'' writes M. BiWet. 
"mrtsrythinfi ekneeLed ot a man ist <ydrr. CdfiaervaLLve from 
a rtriJiiluLls ]>ji ut ol view, LunservL.’LLve L'jL'JN a 510I itiCaL Jhlin? 
of view', hr wui in .nuny ways Lchs Itbld lhasL many MfdieofiL 
UlllUMfR arid many Jratnlfl." ThLs is a SlH'tlS ilrwlHy onpusd 
rhwa the ."y ■arUa" or tImj IthnSs or Lise JflHults shrrnwJvrs, 
Itfiton DSOCtalnSed ajatn^l the hirtk-sls »ni<r.K d 1 hr- 
Middle Asc*: -ll 'a s’joccsssrjf to study snciux- Jium Use filial 

iipnlc d fixture.'' 

Main hai; kps BUratmudswl the dOfdinu Eu£dn in [he 
ftiikyiving suay. 

“ AJS science is hsuitded on oxporkeiiCSc and ^imslsU of 
aubmitliRii lhr facts supplied by raaaoii Ld ;t rational 
llfts'lhuii cif LriveHlipaLirn. Induction, wmjrilf'suti, abst-rvii- 
(iOit. l-s. [ iLr.mi.nl arc Ihp pnirdpaf forms Of a ratimuJ 
md.tX'tl of Lliis fci:id.'' 

With Damn. "among the inJuireml ,|U,iHi. es of msilluT, 
n iri Lhe flss: invl rSL&L iKspiirLasii. . . §' j'inri Mur* 

sluyuvd ltd 'i- i': i;i[i.y ElK'oji isud uJ' radian u debar i i/ii4v[;- 
Tion. in whirls hr rspl wily ?iSW a Change t|f p]o(v, n jtfOthknL- 
L-at niDLl-rai. but ''on impulse, ci viLaJ spiriL, u ItndLuei.'' 
Afiairii; d wire Tram. • i naU Ti:;li>m contains Lhr {cirn nf j nioi- 
liiOJfKH dtrytilajure-jiL."' F: :.m mahtr.ifliMiTi dcl'i lull'd 

Ibdnijgi Ilahhci tp Lorke. " : I : : :. had .\YsiL'iriatkrsI Eatflii 
WlUlAUl, bwrcvcr, I'-.iniinhing a. Dictol' ii;r I u.sd.jnirr:- 

lal OtLiii'luSe cif Ehr aij^'n o: all hrmrh kilowled^r Irims the 

uRM'ld <aJ scBsalian. IS rat tjnrUf wl)ii, |ji his Etzcjf nit H n iyjit.v 
bhiderdmtrfLiiij, supplied rhig pnooT,' Ltt-Ju- nitdi'rbjiii U 
Trove LhaS all human .dm? come Il'am CipcrkltCo. Wills hsi.m 
-a fr Jrrudjr in ihfl eighteen!* KSHurf-', 1 1 is woe!: :.■■ 
•d.L'UCS ssbai'Ci' ci. She philo^JJiiy of cnl igh1rr.mc.nc 

Tflo idea that all knowledge curry, rnim i|vy atiLcsbie 
worlds Lhraugh lh[- WSlisVK, wa* nT jjreut smptsrtiliCL’. Firstly, 
:t biokfr With mystic CMCCpt: ■:»&: cDnourni nu the urlfim of 
knowlutruo. EicL at Lhc same lime -utSe sif the orsu'mcjsle Ln- 
S'Oked its favnur of the- CTi^lmce Ot God Con;istcd in the 
silnsm Uutt niLJS had wstJiip Ishh an innate idm d Olk 3 . 
IScsfarUiL: etOLrd' Lhat Lhr of inhniLt IjoIujT syas Like ll« aeal 
ut 1 the Cro^lcir in the- rwuEriciUEOVaa et She Trasisrr. Tlie 
Lheory of Imiate ideas soroed rttimlly Lo iUPPOrL feudal insji- 
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IiiliiEi:;. The ! i'.iiii tr stnl biitii L ul inttj'ihlii.ty Ln iricn proved 
(Jiat it wds by ted that- tiiJfi IneijuaLLy was instjiuLiid. 

To prove that aLL idrua come from tupcrlenre was to 
netfuls the Theory nf jjtnnie jdeae tm to fitfUie u dveLivi. 
blow igairtF-t [hdolosy and melaphyalcs^ Tills- ii arm on' Lhi ■ 
Maenliai r^asoai-s of ’!)■■ impditome® of Loewi's Emiy on 
ffumirtt unfti'TJtinbrtuffl. Lr was Cumdillw: who Irfirsfcrccd ii 
to France, C’oiMililar ctavolnpcd tho doclrsnu ti Locke in u 
ivuif^ -cpn^is-LviL iiwnpcr one* exrraistxl t<iri:iMli , r. Ill - Influence 
It is iitlLTcal irt.s: I* jysl* Hint the bonrawisie jigoui tool; up 
Lt'ir- ! | iMjf y of wiude .dras i-.i support rapiLiLisl property. All 
iiii.'n have In 1 Ikto, dei'i-and. :Ls spokesmen, the itinati: idea 
40 f itfOpcL'ty. a>Xt hi'iinrl. isl' prapcTijf, ]L tcsuILs .'mm ’ll is 
i,: \ . -:ij- 1- . .' i | : ■ i -. lu:;d. :■ rmisL ;.*■ a Ir.u :i,;..l 

Tliis i'V4 I ;il; .:i, which Irtrm Liumri to Lavoie in Eng- 

land, prCKLUi’Ctl ISe-i'i: fills in J'l-ar:-" and. sUlrting (Yulil i'l Ifrt u 
.sL-hixd Of flUvanln and matur la JUL pthilOioptimi. 

.UMt^urk'B r: j-rrted rn FjClk- list: whole Lhewcnk' edifice o' 
MediOV-al if-if-nci Hy mi-eCk'd its .di\ s and IK methods 
TFitf UfSH’inin; ri? Jir ATi.'J.turcfr a^gauiLod With cl'ltlral sm.ii*; the 
ovtiuk' edlfHv. Hi l . in fm.-t, KWOcLoimed the tYLorlrym o£ 
.scion title iis*.-nrcb npiiiiiil UM method of authority and jusli- 
l : i ( l 1 |ii:-. Jiepalien m rJnitelflO. 1-llc oaijnmiLkin c . t which runs- 
UtUlOfl llw opening af (he DF«Wf*: “flood mjv*! is the mast 
ra tlin ly distrLliulodi lhto£ jEi IhC world-' 1 In the field 0 
jiCirrof, I rut Jr Ls proctp lirud n print-: tile an-esu-ihlr 10 all; 
CliHCO^.1'; IK dcpendcril. not on Ihe- "assistance from Heaven," 
but on a method 1* which every one bus am-M. UiSOdartCK 
in rih-k'd 1 diKKRiiauilv il£ rules. He nid nnt tliirrt to have 
discovered then loy supernatural niNins. He dcf iared Elial 
HK> diwxtv'rred LbCUB by sinnlysi ng lb: methods by which dis- 
eovcnc:: ra'if aeUialljf made. H“ CVOlwd OP cffoctire 

Tvielhrod nS flCfehllne J nveslifiatidh. In the Dtfeanrs i f-C To 
MuL'iade, srimliJLr l'nu uir >' w ^ s dCfliiiteLy E-1 ripT^d rc? the 
■fmbn ri divine ;enflCCT5tioit- 

Drsriirlrs 1 h .-n elaborated liis eyplanstLCa of the wOlld. 
ins pliysii-/. fninn wnirii modern phynlt* ha* devcteiped. He 
still altiiliiLU'd 11» enalian af Ltir Wlirld to find whose esiHt 
H-nrc hu postulated- H is this part Ins philnSOpliy Whirh 
is called Foetirphtfjicg, Hill God plsyr no Tnle in his plsyslcs, 
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which is nvflliil'i alisL, 1 where matlcr is Ok; ptlly xu be ton nr, (he 
Side rCSSOil el beapiff and Pi' knowLsdge'' (Marat. 

Who Di-siMt-Irs 5nu:nce way already on the eve nL com- 
pletely breaking with. theology rthJ about W cop-sp tint openly 
assist it. 
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AS a reaUlt □: ihaMf Liao riniiuliaru, thp yf !>_&■■ 

corLrrs and thirl u-E Nuwion and Leg ILiih materialism. i Jit 1 ek- 
mpnl^ TMcr-e ready Eur me gioat riUisive and definite BltUfgk 
5 j btt Ttitldhl b} Lht JJh I lu.-aijijiy Ilf enhghts-jimon i ajpujiq aJl 
that #'»« it'fl uf Medh-v-rtJ idroUigy. This struggle Pasted 
trpjn the fight efialnsL the OiaemLir principle? prYirftnmrwfl by 
feudal idCiely to tiie JljSTlL against llI J it? insOtUtkHdS. It wah 
I he strupglu against tiuiilujiy, against rcicLtiphysic-. against 

tin; whole yf it! 1 1 c lo li-t belters, aealnsL, Lhe bhwibI and i^litii'sJ 
l.ghl cement- lied destroyed tlir "IlilId pi rliv:r.e coabtiXTiiliult'' 
Ibeorici, for uhieh t tl 031 principle:; hud reru'd as jusfli1ICfl.tl->fl. 
fly refuting Ih-Wilcigy end Kiel a ptly sics. tin. 1 philnnophy of en- 
■wiOi which Hit Church had. aurrauntfed the H'Lidyi inxtltuttiJtia. 
They appeared in thulr proESme nudity as. prixlurLs i.r ijpiuf- 
ahee and hgrtarmn 'The. ErwycLajMdisfe; raairiesgly fk- 
jKiuiKH’d (heir IiUHihlDIL tharfijCLer,. earning mi rertound nt 
CShlpaign:; againsL Uieif fanaticism. iBldkTanflr, injuslire. 
bjrharily, rH.\ Tiwy IranspGEtll Ihe jH-LHiUimatyin t)T tilt 
equally of mpn trom the Held ul sCltncc W Lhi L poliiiryL 1111(1 
fiwrs, liL Linn'S UlO SOCLllL Held. But tluL'y were npf content 
vr|Lh critiening and rcCUtlftt. Lu Lhc otd e.mrepliim uf lltr 
■ftuild Ihey uppostd a ftinrvptrCni hareed on setemet l he 
tualcri alisL randdptlwi lu La MolLriu, HpwElUtf, arid 
d'Hulbaoh particularly in aeon Lhe ImEmn or the twu i-urtvnCa 
Itfittl which mini- Krou'h ntaletleJEsm. 

■'Tht FYcmeh,' .said Marx, ‘■Jjandk-d Enirtlj^li maiL'lia- 
Haiii Ift'LLh. ^piriL, eLvinj It llvbti and eluud .i«ld vlwiMnCu. 
They fave it Lhc Uin|KTnincai L it still larlced. aiki arare; 
they CiViEiaed it..'" 




Ht- KSSAYE ON TiiE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

In InrJwrnteraSHti pa.mphlcLs, nowla, essays, omr philnso- 
phL'TK rwl Jioly refuted (biology and. meiapihyjcis, but prd- 
posed acmatilU: explanation^ m \3io plaec af rr-Ligtmii JjelietS. 
They mobiitrtud in iho sm-ace *1 the icSt^olcigic^'i struggle aiE 
Hit rfSOLirOtn; of library fOdlllS;, iIsh sed LaCtuxn of eloquence 

sue nBonUfoent wvspnn qi satire, win ten wiih pjtllrf irony. 
J' 1 '! With every flnc?8? Ol Wll. They iverf- erdcilt tlEhli't's who 
themauives ji: L;i( h ill and Jell no opponent urJlImiL reply. 
Brilliant jdvnra Irs. they puilverlEed ihp rajjmy fry proving 
JUS ignorance and el Ute sfljtlu limn mad? him odious and 
ridiculous. 

This! IcaLuie <if the d?viplopiIfc.'i:il (jl the philosophy ol 
will i gli toil Me et can he followed £l nee the Jit-naissanre through 
Morliiigne and Rabelais up to iHseartOi and PajKL.nl 

in IdtiT, iJl« Di&miiri der-o MuTiajd? an masterpjwnr 

vriilrSh pLysseniod si'uiniiiie poncepttoris w l l h unprecedented 
j-iiarpnean and jjei audncily which even Voltaire err&HHHJjsly 
■ nk'irprcttxl, ant: vi'hirjft. showed that H’lKiLKmpoTii.y actenfe 
wns by tiu means "imN'.iHnnihle." witii irony to which no 
retort was possible, and with MalLoo vviii?b consisted jp tv 
ftillng the j^ivilHilitv; on IllCie own proan-d hy turnLflg ujfaLllst 
them in form ;heir ewii arguments wiib a new content. 
Speaking of iho SL-JlOte^l i«_ EM.'ffjrtus \vnj!r 

■'However,. their method «J phLkisnphw.ipi;!? js very ctm- 
vmtmi far ihogc who have but mediocre minds, for the 
obscurity pH distinction and principle wheib they use is 
Ltic max i mi why they fcHJft -spunk so boldly 4 It alt things 
as if they understood Lb cm, and stitnd out dgalJbst the 
most subtle and moet expert without the possibility of 
Ijfins ranvLnrecL 111 this they spptar to ok .sijniLnr 
to a blunt man iybn.i r K o lis 1o Fight without disadvantage 
anainst one who ices, hud C oL him to com* into Ltie end of 
Some extremely dark, cave." 

Tlscou arc a(JiL ±irb elastics ryf this kind. 

In (&Hi HJid. Kw7 Blais? Ptutai wrote The Letter* written 
io ii Pnocrtteifli h-y * fVifritd. It ia a maatapSec*, one yi the 
worfd's grefrU'Pt literary polenucB— an aSsaialt frl genius 
SCSLnsI (he Jesuits, Their hypruTiisy. Ilieir opporUinism, and 
their eaxuistry ■wfneti mvettiod theories to josiify nh klndi 
Of iiirrupLirfi 




HHtLQSQPItY OF ENLIQHTEKMENT m 

III jlK seven. I h ic-Wcc nr> 'j'htf WetJiuJ 0 / Directing fir Jnfean- 
EiOB. Pascal places tho fcllawtriB WOIdS in llic mauth cif 4, 
Jesuit: 



“ . . Wlruri we rinftot prevent the IKtMHM. we ul least 

(JUfily [lie riWitivt; and in Ehi^ wjiy u - e r'wi'ct-l the vlci- 
i.ii.ij-ULis uE tile r.<i-r , :i ils hy Ibfr fiopdims'' i?l' the eNd.” 

Is LL rial in thi» wny that swtle «sjt «1 liw VtdOUfllKBS uf 
4 certain voLe by "purifying tho the mtfiw, " witch WHS, it Ls 
isilid, tint hi endorse- the prim-fplr, hut to decade 
And (i:i tint such i_|. 1 ih:'^:!". nisei rural I, the {tori tine of tuetitnll 
rCjnSrUCMhi, of which Pascal writes m ]lls ninth MCrr lliftt 
to srictcfc truth in a. Hifcpi-per la h> |jy tra ft ro*id pftire. 

In JSij? 1 h.- Dictionary Qf ft Mi Crmcisfft by Pierre 

Bayle discredited Intolerarjrw, ISrwtinflm. knd me tabby SlCS. 
Bsj> mnstitulent deflnilflly fl transition 10 the ptliUHOpby uf 
enlightenment. 

Tyfci ral uf Ehu jJil]ijSnJl£icrj ■ the ■.igiili^iiLh century 
is the lileLtiod nt Chmiidr. in it V-jIliiire miidc mockery Of 
the phil'jKL'phy which sDUfilit 1g prove that this YKifLii — 
actually stivenleunliL — ftnd r-islrwnl h -ccnlu jy .suCLuly — waa 
the hed pits slide til worlds, and ihwi conseq uently "every- 
I hi ri|£ in fur Lhe bust in Liin lnusl ui .. ; I possible worlds." 
Evil. cv&iiL ut lLs ^reatesL, is always there fore [ho Jeasih- 
eirii, In the sacne way in Jdoq orj die FnJnJijiE, Pidepotf WfiJ> 
combined stdefltilir arid literary genius, 150710 ft witty satire 
ftl HataMain. Ji riy.ior said, that happrn v. niii may “It was 
written up above.” it will be understood why eertatn lilerary 
trttffs allrl ftlt-ti Lerary critics like our philosopher.-- ol ihe 
eighteenth. eetitury #3 ill lie. 

The criticism uf reiljfiuus theories wa# n 1 (n- Jlrvt place 
CBITied nut in She name uf tuion. 

"if Luther and Calvin csine hark ituo tins world, 
wrote Vnhflirf. “they would make no mate noise Ihpn 
the Soloists end Ihe 'ThomiBte. Why? Ei'Cauv: they 
WTQutrt he coming at 0 time when men ar<! hc^inninp tg 
be patfttug at ft limE when jneit are Lei'innirifi m bn 

L'nlighlencd 

"Only in bartMTaus tijnw dot's 01 1 j find aurcurers. ptiH- 
jcEscd piJPP 1 ^. CTeomin«iiciatcd km^s. subjects lifted ituni 
their e-dth of allcasaure by tSocleara ol Lheoloey.'’ 
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Tft Church was crilieiitfd *t vih' seme Uirn* from a moral 

virw-polnt, fielvetiLu; Write: 

'The 'hteresL of t£io derjjy,, iikr !h*L of alL bodies, 
ch-angeg With plurif. time, and cimunstance . Any mora- 
lity Wjch fified principles wiLi nmir hr- Edfiplraf by tht 1 
priQSLhood. They wiiiL one 1 whine ohsouci:, ■ro«llrfldietol , y P 
and eonseque'iitty variable, precept; 1 , lend I he mi elves la 
□ i: the diverse pOS^C 'Olis 111 wtueii Ihuy may find thc-ici- 
IdVB. 

"Tin- pnest need* run. arbitrary molality whidi justifies 
to-Jay aligns which to-morrow he Will declare aboBfliJl- 
ablv, 

"UnftwUiimte aTc the natiwis wbkh onlriiHl priests 
wL1h the education or ilueir cLtirctis,'" 

Nevertheless, the rich txiurp-pisifl wa* Jatler Co chC/Vil 
lilt- edurattnr. a: its r hi [dr cm iq the Church prorl aiming, the 
necKssily nf moral uducataiyn. 

The nhitnsnphpi'a of the eighirHith cent .try defended 
freedom dC thought afioLllsl rctigimm; inliricTJsnrc tend per - 
Mention. 

''if jjerMCtiOn Ls cesnlfary to evangelic kindness mid 
to 1h* ]&WS uf JSumaflily.'" wrete D icier el. '"it is no lus 
opposed t* reasost nn.j to hualltiy pL-Jilirs." 

L Frt^dwn of Ihvo^hl [n reUgknifl ctbealions. ' said 
HbEbuch. "oati ullly l» j-avt&htd rtirih mod by injustice 
p? absurd ni it is UBehu." 

Koc, speaking o i hte pr-rcitwod, he said; 

"Et- can tie defined as a lemp-je formed by- a Eew bnjiuj- 
tors against lYeedom, happiness, and tbc peace of the 
tinman rare.” 

A nolewctflhy Eeituro of the critique- <kvelopcd by these 
phLloaapiierr- vas their defence of llie Interest of both Che 
Individual and of society— the national Interest agHlnst the 
Church and the- dories. 

"‘If the interests uf -a priest could be Cjls -same- as the 
national inleivi I wrote HelveliUa. ' ' J ■. I i t-, i : ! : i would bo 
u (WifinTi;li- l :ri u-f every wise and Emirtah law. 

“Thus supposition is inadmissible. Tire iiiteresta of Iho 
ecctcsiastiCB are evory where: bonded and distinct from 
the public into real. 
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“Priestly Government has, rtam Iho rimo □£ Lhe Jews 
tr> tJiJl uf Lhe Pope* dlwijli vihfled the nation in which 
it wjs e»UBLIflh«L ,r 

It was at the same time in thf ihitk p( morals ami the 
interati of the notion th-at Tiidc-rnC. r-ondrinnf<l the MiiSitft 
tf St. BarHintomenf: 

"By this ih-SSLty event.''' he wrote, '.Fjarirr vi us deiiiev- 
ed 4\f a host Of UapruL c-lHirau." 

And lltfr uUII'.oT uT lite Nura analysed Lhe position el 
priesLs in lJlO IdElcWiEIg wsy; 

-"1L in {in interminable war, thaL of the people wha 
want t* i?e lire. ar.d. >nf Lhe Ling who wants to fomnmnrt. 
The jffiesi s. In an uid;i:i: :‘ with his interests, C.tliCL' with 
r ?ie Jilnjr HS'iins,! thi .vcoplf er with the people RJlSLnst 

the Sing, When he is eonlenL with swaying to iho prais. 
It is bfiratiee hr has litUe content in lhc marir-r. lr 
In Ehelj’ eiitiriim □( Uitdogy. of metaphysios, Lhe 

CJlijprh (iT it}, ppliry u:id morals, lhe phliosn-plirirs the 

el Sli tec n tvniiM'y repr-HH3iit a briluuit esttrnpLe of the march 
tip JiuniJinily townrdi; TvhuL Mars CBliCd the “Age nl Rea sen. 1 ’ 
To attain mis amt Ihrcugh it the eenmil happiness Hi! mm, 
WCS the ctinw istf him of the pl iJosOP-'if-i'-’ of lh« ciiihELcnEh 
ten liny 

Helvetia? wratt: 

“II justice and Uuih urc sisters. there ace m> really 

useful laws tjElt those based an u deep lmdrrsturidi.ni' 0-1 
the nature end the- real interests oJ mm- Any luw that 
Bsls at 31 s root lira or spurious ictminticins is always 
hUHllll. It IS nnf on such 0 leuntlaiian ihat en'ijjMcned 
iCiih. will tsuid the princ-itJea of equity.'' 

Rousseau, who shnwod to Ins SocJnL CE-utnart ihDt the 
ting's l iglit WP* npt divine." but llEimnn., wrote oh tfto Sdh- 
jecL cl inequality that it is— 

manifestly ajjainst the iSIV. 1 - of NaLure :rt whatever 
manner it ik defined that o. child .'.kimM eommond hLs 
eLder, IhsiL an imbecile Hwidd Ir-jd a wise mad, jmd ihat 
a hsmShul should poree auperflintLcs while the multitudes 
&tarur- from larfc ot hCCf ysilir^. " 

The 0 i S hteen t h.-C ertt ijry phi Dsophers Icdfihl for h ralicndJ 
sanely eind h niticnal Stoic (horri.n lay aliSe ihrir grr-utnuas 
anti Eiiolr llmiifllinni. 




ssu Efi&AVi off The fhench hevolutjok 

" Tni* freedom;" wn(t Holbath, ''cottiEcts in contor^ 
iny (0 ]S»'s Wilier, remedy the natural ini!C|iLslLti(ifi -dt ! 
men - -that i Lu bay, equally pnoteeL the rich and 1(3? 
poor, the great uUld. the small, :1 k; sovereign pud hi? 
subject rCijfn which it is seen Lbat IterdnrY! is. dually 
advO hidden lis to all members of society.'' 

Ileus. as in this lie Id vrax, a>' Engels said, "ideal bs^d horr- 
gee-is jntdliiiencv." 



"The French RcvflluUtHl had ieitlird tills raLLonaj 

snridy urcd BOTwnment - he wrote, “hui I he new order 
«f Unrigs. rathm-al enough as. corsipaitsl with earlier oon- 
dUiflns, mmed vul to he by nu means absolutely ratlenaL. rf 
As the reactionary bouc^Kerfe bLurs over the nouleri-a- 
hsm of tin: mhiloeophers ul enlishienitMni, II ia indispensable 
to shnw prcfijcl v n wh^t fortified the mbtfJf iall?m of llteLr 

rmeep linns. 

They are inatcilaiists Ln ihat they imerpret the universe 
in termini! muttr? in motion and by nothing elac. 

They are ntofcjmlipte in yieir of fcnoiriedsff, m 

regantlng all JowwleAse ^ dsrived no™ iite real world, 

through H'vptFienfy. 

They arc majntrid![fts : r proclaiming: the csscnt.nl unity 
tjf m: jcifimcr-. 

Further mp re, this mu Lr rial ism is cjsejLLi Lilly humanist: 
tor I hi- matcrialisls the goal to Him a. I «i s llir- happiness of 
man and society. 

Tiirciug.li iLr. duterenl re p t-enetL L at Lve s , this muSoriuliaiLL 
rinvc-lppod these diffcrr-iiL aspects and, us it ti'hOle, wilh a 
vigour which, var.cd with the llt'i'iils iinjmsed by liiHlotlr 
C0Ild.l1.lon5 ard. thri. L tSegror of Jcnowleftse available. It WflB 
Diderot- who Carried this materialism furthest. 

Engels gives, some interesting 1 -dela ils of Ihe way in Which 
eighteenth-century matrrinlism was hound, up With rhe social 
anrt political movement. 

The etas* must directly conLCrJled Lo sttUgS-le- Bga nst the 
pee tensions tif the- Pupal ChVft-h wli. Engels OKJJ-Iaini'd, the 
himrgrnisir-. It Erit lout ofl Lhe established OllMTh at -Wiveral 
poirtE. In tin 1 flisL ptajbe, because il wild hostile 1o Icndnlism. 
TTicrctbre, ' before jirorui.il 1 ffiUdfil Isin fOtlM b 1 successfully 
attached i.n each country and doliiil. thw flhcpcd centraL oriia- 
niimdu-jL had to tie cU'Kl rayed From Ihis. jun 1 gteal 
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fSVival Ol “sCien'illa enquiry which developed in slcp wJUl Lhu 
progress £if the boiurgMixie: 

"SCLCeiCk rchetlutl ngajnjL Llie CftufCh; the hont'geLUgli; 
Could noi drc without WWtlCC. and there/ar-t hpd to Join 
the MjbelUfln 

"But if Lhc- uhdvenitiea and (lid traders o( the cities 
HSnrttd this cry, Ll was sure to Jlni, mid did End, n ilrons 
eclio in the mafi!H'K nr ihe country yxsople. thr- p. asnnt:;, 
Wlfcj everywhere hcd to struggle for Ltieir vefy existence 
agPinat tl'Mrir feudal lords, rpirili^l and 1vrn.p'j!'y,l." 

As EniSiLs s^ys, tknTo great battle* hlSJfk diOCltLve sLates 
In Lhe prolonged stn^Jfle susinjrt feudalism. [He FTOEesWUit 
He/OrtWiUf joti in Gci-c;urzg, Ik? Rr LxtJtJtiiTnfi {LlHi) and I SUB) ir,! 
En^rniWTi Ond the French RfcOtuf sum 

Blit in the Erst two nf these ha tiles Ihe issue? ctill 

obKUrrf by a religions desk. 

'The great Ita«h ItuvatuLian was the third t!PTi£ln£ 
Of 1lh> bourgeoisie, but the Erst that h.ttt cot-rrt>- oast oil' 
Gw p.'lijj.iHM rlnat, :.rid wax rough L out on >■ n rii. quisl'd 
political lines; it was the firsL, Ian, Lhat was really ilought 
out up Lo Hit- d<.v Li i.+l i. _.: il af one af I ho ci.nili.Llair::. the 
aristocracy, and the Compiele Lriunph of Lhc o ■ >L-r; r , the 
hnungeolsie 

In Enel and nulerialJam was arleltiiilly an ariMixTiitic 
doctrine, Who£e growth H, »nlrf£ulea Le strengthen the re- 
tijJoUF ieaniogs or LhO bOUrBCOrsiC,- Since lhe new doctrine 
shocked "tiue pious ratings el the middle caias: LL announced 
itself as a philosophy lit only lor scholars and cultivated men. 
ot th* world. in conlrast to reUgk»v which was good enough 
for the uneducated masses, including the IxiurgeoLsic." With 
Hnbhcs and his sdsccwmis. nnatcriaSi ton locum indod “am aria to* 
cratlc, esoteric doctrin therefor*?, hatefril to the mJddJe 
cLp?k, boilv &t tts ralLgtoua heresy and tat Its tjnil-beureeots 
political connection?, h 

Carried, from England, to France, mertenolisro remained 
■at first "an raduaivoty aristocratic doctrine. But soon Lta 
ipvotutionpry character asericd ” Io ritect, On? 

Flench materialists parsed <fn from ps-iLLcu.iiL^- reli&iun to 

chpllettgie orthodox tradition its science and in political ins- 
titutions. They accomplished the work of giants in Lhc Fn- 
RTtri'v^i'i'diii , .iflcc wh'cll mtvtrrisli^m hranmn rretd el 
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the vvholf tulturfid yijijLh uf Frzincr; xp hiikIi FO that, when 
Ibr gnesit Revolution brfiie e-ilt, Ike daeLrinc- hitched bn" 
EngLsh Kcyalitlb. jjavft a Lhfiwuulical dap lo French Fiypiifcl:' 
eans urns Terrorists, and LlirnSahed the text for Hwi dL't’lora- 
tiffn fit the Hi gills ol Man.” 1 Tjinnks. In the- Ee-imLulico:, 
m.itf riftl ism Ill-fin breame an inlc-iiial part -nf Fitrajh e'ul'Trre. 

IV 

£ij)lClfii?Jlll|-rtre(«.f 1 u MdlerinHjm and Modem MrctfriitiJm 

EighteenlliFCieiitwy materialism depended nn tllfi pre- 
vailing eiindiiiatl pi (He seifinns. Whtfih still showed 
-pml .nurd wfiakncj.so5- Cfie-jnistry rifld barely devylOKt^d » 
Sciences relewanL to (lie evolution of Nature hardly existed. 
Thu origin i>[ spEtJii wa* rai^ly discussed. 

3jl fujurcinrnce, the cLK'iLneMh-rentury rnatrciatlats did 
not CfiBfiider Nature jn its development. bud hs a great 
roartUnu in nicrnol rotfftlCn, which "0t this reason had no 
hislfiry. This it why Enficb, cfilJed this myKrlalltm 
jK.rtB]Hiiarfiul. One usffc'ct of jli is standpoint 14 toififiihr- 
nr i* n, i Whlfih nmsisted til considering [Valubu as 11 wiijcJihit- 
nhfiyLhfi only ir^JionJcal laws. The pkTfitophrj-fi ot thy 
^Shli'enili-rr-nLury exptaJnj&d Nature- by mechanics, henrae 
0( this period irireltBiriica was Lhc mod fiyuelop ^oienec. 

Mechanical cmwepfipra were applied also to the hle-lury 
uf society, Thy cigti Icenl h-cetllury mater: r lists saw nu 
process pf de-vdtipmrnl in sofilfity. Fur them (lie MitJdJt? 
Agrs were imfy ran? Iinij! night, an interruptbim pure sjkJ 
simp] 1 oF roviliiaLitin. They thought Lhal "alt (ho past 
iricrila Is. pity and contempt. 1 ' FurUiermom, their concep- 
tion 0 'i history was nrh material 1st. aitiOfi, Ln penerat, (hyy 
considered that men acted hfi a rOFUlt oT Ideas. Whence thou? 
■dgflH ariWL- and why, Ihey made nu aciempL to determine. 
They wyep blind to the n-iil mptlVO lorrea -uf history 

ThCSe ate (he theoretic lnsufhrLfinct'S 41/ the materialism 
nt lllfi H'l^hU'i.'iiLh eentury: iis :nit Tran :iit+-s 

This iLalrowi-jess shows itself also in the way the piiilrse- 
phnus and Lheir diseiplea, I he men <sr Lht Kevfikitlon, Lliter- 
pn'trd histOrie-.lL uvtnlSe 

"The fiifilf1tt , enlh.-tenLury phLiosop'ni-is did not crillpi^e the 1 
i r.:-! il nl i ::i-i;-: oj feudalism from the poin .1 of vk L W Of lht: 
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asrcndHnt 'bcurgcpisi.r i lit «Llioh illy. Their criticism ivas, as 
has heon shown, in Ibe n. aerie rensori. Fcr .'ram desirinj; 
1. 1 j hp the chain junra cii one see Lai etuis only, they Li irru'd ill 
frtir-iEij lilt- whnl(‘ -fff huJrianiEy, They ecvasiiBed a jcrlety 
hnsrH im iTasiyn i, nrt a .Stale rinsrH an reason likewise 
r'lcypTtheles,". (he society that was lhe cuUMWie of Che French. 
BevciLutiDn had to tie bountou's society. It wai an enormous 
historical advance tn r humanity. but in crncra'i pn I i nj; taelf the 
hpuntproisit' was not tieatincd La liberate! the whole aC Immu- 
nity.. BuurflcoLsie society was kt be the kisL I-eilti BE cmlfl" 
.U<-n:sl ?(>riety— one which (Hid nuL end (lie fekplollellOh Of 
nu.tl by mail — but iL made in'Esi ble Lilt iTut* th yif Lilt? mat!*’ 
rial rendition* in which, and Hie liumiit Jereefl whereby. Ihls 
hislark end rah be LKCCmpn^htiH. the overthrow of cspKASLsm. 
That in why En<ets was able Lp say lhal 3 hf roifln ■oi' repson 
of which. the ph.lwuphurs tiF the cLghteenHh century spoke 
was, ax history was t* Jlisw. -cUv 'dcitkaed kingdom Of Lhe 
bourgeoisies. TJial shows that "the Bleat [/linkers of l-m 
«ish1eetl1h century COUltf I» m«c Ihsm Uielr predecessors fiu 
beyond the ilffllla imposed upon them by IhciT epoch..’ 

DutiiiL the nineteenth flentuiy. Mi' iiK't ims surmounted 
Uh l narrowness Which bhowrd it«-ir in tin- eighteenth tcnttuy 
GlieCrtiilry ahd b’uJojEy devifl^rt, gcnlngy nud Darwinism 
have laugh! scholars In rotixiifcy Nature m ils development 
ajld hot S0 a fislI-liiLfi' machine. Everythin;; Jicnreidrlk ap- 
pears fls hflv na a. history. the “bar JtyjLti'm. lhe eiirlh. plants, 
ait brie, It. men— so m+iny drvuLcijiinriri.LK which far from being 
iSCl El-Cfl, are all jnteitihked in nne immense Jilaftirli' )p]fOOH‘KE. 

JcroiT. lhe JIts; half of the riirwEeetilh century, the hlWle- 
rlaliem *f the Enryrtctprdist* steed no longer on a kvcl with 
the aoentea, 

rt new tpxk had betn posed by the de^yl-apnient *'J mejtte 
Lteelf; that, jil 1 winlmuLng Lhe deyelppnaent Of nipterbiliat 
theory Tho ^i^hteentb-OeritLiry biatcriaiials Ihcmsclves. 
had left n task uciaMrtipliehed : tha^ nf applying 

6n a consi-Ktcnt rr.jnr.er materialism. 1o 'history. 1-n- lhe siLudy 
p[ (he dfcwolnpment af society. 

ThiE twofold task was undertaken by Marx arid Enjjela. 
They pi i iVinv.^L ths first tesit in difllflcficot mdiirnaZijnr. Lhe 
second in lastpriniE pioierl liEiin. How hlnni ar.d Enutls ac- 
,-{;mpl ishod these two tusks, how ihey euLTaoted the "Inner 
kcrxieV 1 frmn the dialeClio of Hegel, and wduit are the fUlL j 
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^.™-n(s! lestuTes U dlalwUcal malerlaJism. and hEstMicai 
lYipiflpi Bljsm . bJI may learn Iran the HMsti/ the Cnjnrhiii - 
faitt PdHir 0/ 4-Ffp Sonitgi Ujutett rflttJshffOMJ ■ 

Mars Slid continued the dfi^lomnait be£un by 

tiie efihteenUt-eeiiEury materia] ista, For this jneaaon Lenin 
inslaled that dialectical materLallart Ls mottem materfaliBRi. 
'But Marx and Ehtueb dmloiKd Ihe ph ilveupliy of eiilifcl itim- 
rtHhl pCAGl airly as d i rc If rtiCH 111*3 — that is tu a ay, by tfOm£ 
beyond u. By die dialectic Marx Lei method, they weed 
beyond Lhai narrowne*® or e I Elite Hith -ce nl ury materialism 
n'tnrh the state of science at that period made inevitable 
ThenceffiAvard Mr the firat time the materlallal standpoijLt 
ytaa applied universally in an, entirely consistent manner. 

It Ls because Marxism alone flcwmulJshed. the*' laalts 
that Lt is the sole Leeitinn-aie heir and coatlnusjflttn of the 
phllaaephy of enlUMeumeiu, And it done can bt ;ji|£, since 
materialism can only keep abreast oL 1 modem science by 
bfinti dialectical, and there tan be no scientific conception 
of hi at cry other than historical materialism. This "extends 
prtnmplflfi of dialectical DMierlfiJirm t* the study of the phe- 
nomena ol social !i fe. to the atsd.v of the development or 
society," 

Bist. thai'.ks Lo Lhjs e.'i tension. die science <if the history 
of society twoomea, "de^T'lle all Lhe complexlly ol line pheno- 
menon or social life , - 4 science as exact as blolc-ry and 
cabbie of applying ib* l&ws or eccial development in 
practice. 1 ' 

This pracLLcaL application is scientific- Socialism : 

. . Social ism. Lh^ dr&atti of a betlet- future Lttr lit inanity, 
became a science."’ 

Marx aad Emjcls oJUjl Mid aLress on LliLs evolution of 
KLiihLcer-th-rent ory :natei i^l ism Lhto Social iafh iisid CtiriuTciU- 
fikmj. 

In it'di-DuFm'ifr, Engels rltO-wod LhaL "in every rf/eiat 
bourfimis mavi'menl tliere- vrerr i rads pendent outbursts of 
tnal rlitJH ivhirii was tlw- man 1 - or loss developed fuivrumitr 
nl the imidcrn prulsitariii.." These theorc-tlcaj majiilcatulio.lls 
car responded La thr tnuvenik'nts of On iltCampleLe-ly tunned 
class."' In the nin tcer.Lh and revsn Leen Lh cun l cries, Utopian 
poz1.ia.sals of ::iissU iqcLh'I ti:jidi Lions, in the rightc-untlL Cen- 
tury, nfloal roniraunistir I bearif-s (Morelly and Mably). Tin- 
demand for equality ws: no- lonqci. 1 IrnivH. to pciliLIC&l tijjhts. 
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but '.vlu- l xti-nck^ slid Id the sori ;i I canduipni of li.vid iduoi.-.; 
3i was not nwivti cla&s privileges ibat. were to bo aboLiatiod, 
bLK Class diiLiiLrt.r'nc. tberasij’lifcs.'' 

II Mor:t ,:^id th-aS tbo French ''rivilizrd ' mntcriELliEjn. it 
U'a^- abcvr all bemuse with the rtmleriaJLxLE af th(> i?igh*eenLll- 
wnlilfy nuiioralvrr pteccfl nun at the centre of ltd *we- 
OOCUPfltLwi#-. 

"'In HcLvttiufi, who likewise sLatLed oust iron) Locke, 
material ism icr.eivt'6 it-j real FfL-tlch character. Ho £MH- 
preiiended it at flnco m 51a relation i<j social lite 
( EMveliiu; . Oii iWrin). Sthftjous qua]Uu!» and egoism 
pleasure and rnl iphlrncd solf-lutmtiest arte the fiTunrlaliiin 
df ill jfiOr-ali.Lj-. The lijrliirnl *quallb‘ -of human inielb 
gcncft*. 51 k uauty between I he DLCeretiS of reason and the 
progress oF industry, the Tvitural goodness of man. the 
nmnipotPiieu i >£ ubbrLnuir..^ nro fhv prinripel features uf 
his system." 

And. M.-Ifj-; writes further: 

"■No .gov-ill JCUUK'n It. iv;;i; Leri Id nen£,-eiv'e the nCCCMiUW 
iiiLMTrotnectlon uf m a Let tali im tv: IS CommianiSjH and 
SwialtEm.. Iron; the- ilixtri rux of materialism concerning 
Ihr original fpoodnevis and equal intelTertniE endowment. 

cil’ roan; oon coming Ihe omnipotence of experience. lififcit 
:iTid upbringing; eonccmine lbs : nfliLtncc of external cir 
ramslsrin^ of men. the tfreat importance of lntlUB(jy h 

i ho justification ol enjoyment, eta." 

This is expressed tn !he eentlEMiiy df doctrine; In Habe-p? 
and Fourier {who tlortwi directly from FreDctb material isml, 
in Hchft i ( 14 ‘ disciple, Bemthirai, from whom derived Owen, 
“the toLindor df English Com RUlltladl. " Calx't rami' into «Ki- 
tant with 0*Tn - £ ttmnmgniem d Living his exile and brought 
Li hark to Franco anti papul arieud it. 

Although ■ romprehi’nrimg msti-rial ism itl Jb tOioliOn t:i 
3dLial life" wos 3 ''specific feature" or French materialism, 
tliis maLeria.l^ni know nothing of pny law or tievL'idpinon' 

id Kicfoty. Thr ;amc i* Inn of th.> grcol representatives- til 
Utopia)'. SpCLu.lum: fia.int-£im..m, Fpuder. Owen 

Ehifels (.tre.^r-i'd Lhis aiiiikiRy S:rLivcrij tho UlOtJl-OH* iti(J 
Uie tJiikjKipiic-fj. and found a reaiion in !h.:; T-sno of thorn 
WffTc WLLline to 3:c- rrpre Be nlitivc: n) rJnst. The philoso- 
phers did ’L-'r claim Ld reprownt ihc hnirgeoijtir, The 
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Utopians did not claiin Ld represent ihr- prctctarbRl, ^|! 
them aimed at Ubertutliij; humanity ar a whole 

The Utopians, like Lhe- piiiluKiphcrs. ct<:vT-loj 3 *.‘L! their Ofi- 
Lk'-iscns r.nd advanced their ruitKor I wn# For iiTontl In the 
mamp of pure reason and c-tarnal iuf.iii.-t-. But. as En^eLg 
JtniKlS OUti theft; Was a norid n? ditYrmw^ between tile 
reaper! fllld eternal jiadiCe (if Lhc- c : ,gh 1 ECTi tli rr epyiiry phj!MO- 
phCPE add Lhat uf the nin-etBenth-ccnEstry Ul -option;;. The 
LipiiTgcols vciKrtd had in the ru-'inLlrne dEi'elopcd its conti’a- 
d id long and tevKjkd Lis imperJeeflcni. ■ Compinc-d vrith Lhe 
splendid pminiiies dE I tie phLLosopliers, the- eor-ial imd politi- 
cal luslllutibiis Ixirn :>E Lhe "triumph of mis-n' uvr* bllwt/iy 
disappHirifirg earlraLuegfl." 

Tho Utopians. therefort: denounced tlhip world. Fourier, 
:n pedicular, curled out a erilifaL assault or gmnis, The 

Thenrcforward reason will (cav.- to the halo of a. 
society which Cbnilitl conform is if. Men v.ii' construct 
stK'idj.- oil h rattoflil J>lan r and humanity tv;! ! pass lYoilC. 
"She telgn aT neceaelty into that of ii-uodom. 

The Ttisfohif u/ [p JC CilltMLl(K;. : E£ Flirt y ai ik( Sorier I.'aIoie 
EJ lppians though* that the- ‘"bourifCbi* ivurli !iur«d nipjn tho 
principles Of IJlf pJlIliiMpherj." was just us irrationaL and un- 
just HA feudal ism and alt ttrl'kj- si ages lJ" sorirly had Ivdli 
"Tf pure reason and JuKlk-u have not Jiiihwtn cubed the world, 
i his has been due only to tho fact that unlil now men hove 
not l'lghlly undemfoud Lhem. What was. la piking Just 
the individual man of gOILiiik, who ha; now .-.si-son and hit 
TWJgn Bed tile truth; Ltic- fact that ho has now arisen that 
Ibc tenth has been rfi-luRt'ir E-fid prccisriy at mortseni, is 

nnt an inevitable uvooL, following of iwcwsLty In the chain 
o-f hUlfiricnl devclfifUMflt, but a moor happy aepidont. He 
might JllSI as well have bwc born himprrf! jte-itTB earlier, 
and would Shell have saved humanity (Jve hundrevj yeflira 
of errw h Strife and tnaETerUlE.' 1 



EngnLs shouted ttlaL ULujiian SixialLsrTi wa; the noe i rwurry- 
uunscqamce f>T the immaLuji! devcbaititicnt of pnaduciioo and 
■nl the- i'Iask EUriitetfi Fulltr doVriupinMiL gf tlicgc phono- 
mens meK&e potSlbk- lltfir Ihr urcatioa of sfiLtnliftc Spoi j!i ijt. 

Thrfltigh SCleiatLCe SuciaLISm. Mgnrisnt gauo to man not 
gnly an i:rn)er^tnidlii£ of HCLunoo. hu; ,-|3s.> of hi own destiny 
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T'hf faoi-ai problems ro.sed by the reign yj reattun fu-iiii:.' 
in slmr turn a ra? lor: a.1 adulton. Marx and Enjets showed 
Mhaj had preyeiLted rfiieun Tram :yr:.g.oipg wpl' society. Ilw 
e^pl station -ot man fry man. They showed Lhar thy pre- 
Mf|*iplf for Ihe trufi reign af reason was the AuprcBslQP -of 
is tbal of illy jyroieial'ia.L; Eki~iL I he imessrs i.o this end Will 
Le ^lic- rwokManary tecmqitMl p£ power. 

O-npiEilism ; th-ai the SoCiet tOteie whieh will areompjtsh tbU 
i , Soriiiyp.iJ;> shrtjw I-ICIV MarHla&l eurididd by Lenin and 
Stalin has njfld-c pOKStbk the directive ruJixatiDn t>f Socia- 
lism Iter tmurfiith Of ;Jie tsdh. 

Thf universal hitman: canan idea! [nisei ivith ™ much 
ekquenoe by flic eishleejith-CTEltliry B*y]tKapben( b. thus 
drietUad 4a the appropriate conditions for iLs rdtfujial rualixo- 
Hon. The jiiti Imnphrrs advocated the emanf.paLiuat dC 
humanity in general and itfll of pay social class in pajLienl ur. 
They warned humanity to rei.gr.; hlli All they gbl was (lie 
Wifflt yl the liour.gejK.sie. Marx find Frgcla discovered that 
the e til uric i pa Lion <:J hum aunty r.p a whole h&£ iur its mi- 
ni a i.v prerequisite the entaiif ipciljan o? ihy JJiyik'Ssrl 31 
jfTlu I lac proletarian revolution And thy i i insLruMlon of 
Socialism. a Indy human society eraser In he cu :J r-1 rji't 
idyal And. becomes all actual achievement- ■■elfEsle.s'ji #n(i|fl!p 

v 



end ^yatefleoisic 

Ftetun the tnamrnl when Lh? TevySplionSiry prylyLstlAi 
beguns sur: Tj.-t'y So throalcn Lhc rrvnl iiloraiy pru'IdA f-iat 
iKiKirj .TeriauSljF to threaten the baurproisir. thy bourgeoisie 
'begins to recall the services the Church ancj raligiyu^. foi(h 
have retidc-red to the reuse at social toiyuTvei.sin From 
thou or. ward. Lbr hnurnebiaio iihaadons the philasiiiih.y 4>f Ms 
revolutionary an res tors. 

“h’ythlhg remained (a the French and fle-mian bro:r- 
jjyaisie as a last, resource hut silently to (trap their free- 
ChungUL, us a youngster, 'vlten jccsicanexs. creeps upon 
him. quietly- drops the burning cigar he trough I swajj- 
licirii'gly ten board; one by ope. (Ilf rccll e rs Lurried pious 
in uiiLward behaviuor, spoke with respect uf Lire- CliiLrda. 
its dygmAs and. rites, and even fysiliiflteed WiLh the lAtlet 
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■rta- Fir □£ could LIQL be helped. Frcncll S:H 1 1.1 1' u j ! ■ dliiist 
on Fridays, and Ofmfji himk out loag 
Fmlratpnt BOnhnns in their pews nn Stnulhya. They 
h3d tome to jilfLuI with mRlerlaliflBd. "Did KcJftfiurt itiili* 
etfm Foils arPtTKgn irendi'ra' — relifEdti must bv Jt-epr alive 
1.hp people— lllfflt via* the only amp iiLSi rn--aiUs Lo iiiii? 
isauLely from niter ruin." 

In nJIecf, In France, particularly utter tin- CYmimiale, 
the reactionary bMUgetiisir organised ttrak'mjitiualiy lhe 
of materialism. Ivtrxfcrn materiali.im, MttfJtlism? 
Dnlil recent year®, manuals rod phi losopit it- dktituurkB did 
not even mention tht existence or 1 C#laluCtl 4 -:;J materialism, '' 
It was vulgar material! tun. ovt^i posltivlent, thfli wy-ru 
PCeaejLled UK the only forms ni' materialism and "iritim- 
plifliLllo " refuted by Iho reflctlonary ph|jpHjpIie.B: with whom 
the Universities were tilled. At lhe samy time, u run tempt 
I<Hf science wai spread pmonn the cultured youth aui-ig wuh 
molfe or Less mystical notions designed to rUVe Hil-.ti frtint 
tilit "ubundon pi the elite" In which the bustaflamr ni miction 
Leach Lius bourgeoisie to flOO the prinx; Caus# &r Lhe Success; 
Of the Revolution, it was nut leasihlr i:> eliminate all Ine 
EncycLOpffidudfl from, SCbOOL prujjrumnbes miL of hf/id. T5ut 
they rl.d Id Ihesm wMl IRdenot deawebed :n Less fitjobjc [iritw- 
Crfli.- pygmins upned wj1] L SCisMits and ruxnrs carved the 
heeds qC IIk: gianls jw as to nrfllape thsm Lu therr i>wn lilting, 

' I heard, one aakinu for Lhe reLum of Ids nose, L-xphusi-, 
ing that it wot tiuL [wotiibLc! for him to beaten wJihoit It. 

'' ‘Dhl heed. my sweet," repEiod ihc pygmy, 'you tuts 
tnsd. That huie Which you so negroi (ikrlgured you. If 
was Long, loot ■ ,E” 

T5io I^icyclODirdlste" “Tiose'" which vriui Jong rhai 
steps had to be taken lu Ctll it ufl was LhK;r mn}rr|iz!ljjit, 
HrltLions of , ‘SOlecUGns ,r W«e prcpaied ounlinfid to more or 
less JOOtbirg payees, ant] looks were wLitLen nn elghlrvnl h- 
rcTttury philosophers in which the ran that “he:.- were main- 
rialsfs wpf glossed aver. 

This is rtiiracterlatki, asid this Is also lound aHKnng the 
ltselugeaiisLs nl that wiusy atheism Oil Which Wfe hum' 
r,pok*o. In a Twcnl book, Professor Bayer, in. ^peaking m 
the cijyilennlh century, forgot nothmg- but tr melvtiall.-m: 
Etui to the degree Ihnt in He pcj^cd *1 Impetiallssm uSi ds 
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uHtLtlfflidLlitljOOti increase, Vepiliill -jei IWM)s IHOri ami ID Life to 
Lht L slogan Lbeiv irtust lie a vi Lr-vlif ld/>i /Or tE-ie And 

h r im Fastinffi was to jJIOW Hull :C needed SiilE H»re mystic- 
ism arid SLill lea* reason Mian the. aid ti iijjiiJiLi- ptttVHlcd. 

What 3e ahovs ail danseHMU tor the c>ii> i:ul i==1 ol ic j.L'dilts 
:s Lho- kEiowLedgr Lhe- Workers may acquire of the 1-aWa id 
history. Therein™ Fascism underlBkee to ecctefmEnaie those 
who JtiiY'e this kitowleda?— Lhat is to say, lhe Jtayw1a(& -aod 
to LhtLlIcate LilCo Uto £tfEi5H(nisprj56 of men tucudism Tinerc 
are no da sse®, bul *eiJv ran 1 *. There is m> ctosE struggle, 
bal only race sLruetlcs. The mystification ie crude, (2 is 
Heir that Ike "rare' 1 Jo jniflndnd lo hide the c-ilssc? 

Na-lually. eknicnLsry srii lilifir knoviiedjy; teaches that 
''race’ 1 and ra.ro struiieire LLre invert LiOua. But Lhe oflideJ 
thecirelician of rprialisEn, i to roll here , because til this, forbids 
enquiry into what lies behind rarOs; rare*; arid their stnijidtoS 
represent. he LLsserir, lias ultimate limits el 3uw Wkdjle: “It is 
not possible," he jiaje:, “to pc: berk furLhe? Lbarj thut/' Jei 
praftie'e, thf rarLnl state'' prevents by stoiiL end by iiie iU»' 
enquiry into what nes beyond races, and they ul'dutllke ubs- 
curantbuiL *ystematlcalSy. AUsaifi: with demotraLle librri ir-ji, 
srsence must dL^ai^ear. Ld be replaced fcy sHyStlCbETt'i. Capt- 
laiLxm, now, rebels :ii;aliial arlcncs., 

This JWyBLirtHn IHV?!. by ^Wtering Jgnnranro, maintain 
man in a sale tif cnCduJlLy, rendering him completely obe- 
dient, and rutxly tor war. For this raSHJB, Lbc mysticism 
itself nllsL be a mysticism Of hatred tend exohulian; it must 
noL have a spLtilUil iltmn; :t most only knew Lhe smsil <il 
blood. Education Hlllfit be replaced by Clin exaltation uE a 
new hi ii non rare. To Ehe rBewlifto, the ideal, man is LEjl 
rflliot,' the dtoleiln i& only a r-loflfc tn make him presentable. 
The racial soul. Lhe Jfiissenjecie,. that the Niixis wrtuL 1* 
i r.ruLraLi- into jfiCn is lhe slave kbbI, one designed Lo convert 
nun as romploLely as Dhafllbl* into robni. AlLer hi much 
ertatz, tiijf CkrjnflJfL CflpilflJ otlcmpts tn nklllkllafLure the 
etetOf human soul. 

They went to . IUPCSC d^T*nvss. ever ilia I mental /fgion 
•n which, influenced, ny French enliehLenment trad Jn con- 
LaCt tlrerewith, developed. German erilLthLcnmesit, tkit 
Ak/Warttfip which recalls fllL the ^leatost rJtnea *f clftEEig 
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philosophy D f Literature Ln figtrnpny. from Kan l snrt 

Goctho up Lis Hie eel. Goethe always wanted iwp™ iqjh t.- Lhc.v 
wen; his Jest words. The Na zis wen 1 ; always rets tip iir end 
iHi>rt rtnt-lftffsg. Il is for Lbls -reason (hat they pats- over ih 
Chinee or mlsreprestnf crudely thjr.fcej.-3 ol Lhe 

Au/kirrmrijr 

The revolutionary l*iUrip.'ijisiE wax mx L ui-lh h^t Itfstil 
sdentT, which ItKn It hOCded. It rebelled acaiawl (he Church 
Haw i( i a the proletariat Which needs science and maker. 
ccinrTdii i'auH- with tt. FtOtlJ tile ti intrLeenLb century t the 
pccplg need Kilfiltri. I:l the periud <ai ratting oaiiitpli s;m 
it lakes rdim jn the meet barbarous IvrtTtx of mysticism, in 
the mysticism gf blo«J and Ol race. attempting (a n-nealcf 
darkness in men's KJJila BO SB to save Itself. 

Rtisenhepfi knpwt whM he iS doing When he forbids any 
search for what ;> behind the HiW. behind "Lhe Ike hlfiDd 
Aryan with Lj "Lie fly® 1 ’ (here is tile CUrthalM iUn rtdruJF rt 
Lhr oupilalkl dkgarc-hv Tills is Why K Germany the bicj 
hlonri Aryan, with blue eyes can be preached even ty 
Hitler, who nellher has blue cyet "Or Is blond or me. t?r 
even Aiym t for the simple reason that .each a thim; dues not 
exist. Rpt Muesolisi alto prea-ches about Hie bit Nordic 
Aryan; *nd Japanese capll^iiam also preaches tiCiaLian. 

But whatever may he the efforts -c-i capitalism to save 
itsetf by extirpating the rnl.jfhtfnmpjiL *1 two thousand 
J/earx uJ civilisation rtngrn human PWWfJOUPTWBB, it Will not 
succeed. Moreover, ora-sixth of the world’s surr-are escapes 
:L, and the- StfVJPt Union, while Iw-ng the bulwark ot pence, 
is aL the same time the bulwark Of civilisation. Tfce land 
Of Sarialixn: is nlsn Hir lard gf maipn, the fcgmc Of cnlighl-nn 
nicui. 

Kasdan rnnnnL abolish Lhe la ,r Lbat beiiuf deCrrminE^ 
CPfl-JCtOli-Pteirf. ] L fall try Ln plant jn the minds ijf men af the 
twentieth century hiblex roLTUspciridniE Lo the life rondi Lions 
o[ the tenth renLury. The life conditions wilt remain these 
of Hit" Iwuntielb century. It is att very well far Lhcm to try 
to Inenloate inm Lhe industrial pmlelarlal Lhe mentality ui 
the anclmt Gormans: ihcEc life ootid kians — Huts* uf rupi- 
taLlsl tispJollfltloii — wtu so long as tlwy estsL re-aoalv 
their oonsciousncss aa revolutionary liroletsri&nB. Il ia p«- 
eisrly from this IMt thsrv arises Mio unlieard-uf violence of 
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FanCi-sin in i I cflort to aLLuin the una.ttaLjLH.blc. But this 
violence. .[Sell a jdpn nl 1 weakness, rail if* the tc::; iae ma^Mr- 
■RSAilljl it, and this all I hi' maic ir. ran sequence cif the ripin- 
IbjJ i?r those con trad lotions ol ynpitHl-STi, which Fa-srism c mi- 
ni' L solve, but ujyjiavaLr 

in the service; (if Uijn '.'up; L l.I . EiiLlcr arid. .1: is bike have 
LtttHt.'d hell imi rarlh. The martyred masH's *EU nevei 
again raise to Hnvoi their pMvUidu.ti.cuis acsLi e;L misery :zid 
wflr, 

While Lbe bDurjjeuLsic, become conservative* his iiiian 
(fwied tnplerlulisnu Lhc lii rs.- of the; French people- 

bus j: rt'^rwd it ir.tart. TJir .-idvarire »J 1 1; y rev^'Ji'- 

(lonai'y proletariat has adopted modem m-atoriaLiatrt — fliiilt---- 
t!CU[ rtialfi i<iJ: sni and jiisturirab materialism: which cotwli- 
(itL? “the Lliuoruliiul. basis rcf apnunijinjsni, the IhCtrfCl it a! 
ttVUTHfutlona Of the Marxist Parly." 

Eut finer Jlii-IOSf I.-C3 1 H-IStL'j’iai ism alone can tsanflldluif ; he 
scicnuflo bafjfl Of fWLLtlcg] action, our Party alone hasps it? 
action (in science ]n our Party there fail be 'm> question nj 
drafting £ teSOltKion cm tiio basp( <jJ ixmcljiati-dm or a fusion 
cfl a^nieas Of widely vaiicd origins. TilC icflul Lilians of oirr 
Party, hyclltf designed U» iiu.de its practice, arc based on an 
analysis Qt the tails Valued in the interest of the popu- 
lar masses, This science, whJr.a is ours, is the fruit of a 
lonjj mrolut : 0 n in which the philosoptiy e J enliehcejirttcnt 
ftnired one of the must ilerisiva historical stages. That is 
■why vue are Jls heirs atid its rajitinu.nlioi'i, 

We are Ibis aSSb because our Parly s]one LSikus up 
iriELhijdieaLLy that work which in the eigJitGejith century JeJL 
Co She Ell eyctoperd iSti.. Our Parly a lane disicmi naVs BJ1Q(10£ 
the masses scientific Mll1(h<0J1 merit in econamU:, social, afiCT 
pulLtLrai qaastJorj, ELseieheit, almost without cuftuHloh 
it is not R (KtW-HllMl 01 educating the musses. hut of ffeKlMs? 
them, tn tnke, in the wards Of Dcscsrtefc, ,L n tiLLSe ercpper *nd 
(Hass for Aald and diamond!:." And 1MH Ln Ihe bust of r*sc::. 

But- at the: same Lime H la OUT Parly aUrtie vvhuch cell* 
»iStently duft-nds sricncc against obwtHffe:yitjsm, and it y: 
that wtiiutL wins for it the sympathy (if the best reprewnlj- 
lives cif French sriro? and liieretluze, Elsewhere, abdieaiicin 
bCfCsh; the ujjgrusKir an the paliLiciiJ plane Is iCilplod irith 
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abdicatlMi to obscuranlit myattCLsm: the spirit ai MiuUo]i 
■ witii n, Municti oiT Its ap;nt. 

Til? mysticism of toward ice aiiK! slavery eaiMtHds the 
tJecadefice or a daas that was once rew-lulionary. The 
Commurust Parly, the orjraniied t'oete uf the vanguard. Is 
ttiH? Parly of mN-Uaiu rcaicrfi. in this our Party HtainlaJufl the 
Jilgheat- tradition or FTench thought, that *1 the Etucyelo- 
PtrtSlit Proving ileHT Us -Inw con t4 nun Mon. ■: wLn not 
cease Lo errnch I t. or to keep It vllal and dynamic. 




THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AM> THE 
SCIENCES 



■ftv M*r«[ FnpMfliLf 
Ptlrfewor ul i L-ts Sorbc-hhe 



T H'E French Keyeluiloh had a prolotind efTect ml every- 
1 Utinf human: "liis ia eapociaJly true Lb the ILei-i a? seLtmee. 
-Not (tint. Ln fticL. d-.rins Lbr short revulutioriLTy period there 
were mado any nun-jr.-mic or prrLiciiljKfy important ^sri(^n ti- 

Hc disoormiK, t?u( hpoauso (He Resolution brought about. tm 
Lbp sue Jwmd. a reors&miatlon *f InsiMititions roi scitartLflc 
03 earth a.r,ii leaniibK. and uQL ! tie- Cither the 'lR ki rtf itt SCietfLtr 
tviUi tlio needs (if the nation. Thirdly, il n^rcLed Lbr tibem- 
' ion of scdDitiilt 1 (bought. 

The modern detielopnHin; of iwiitsL gci^nre hFd pfltTi- 
tnenced three eejkLurles earlier, siKnuitafnecisly with the 
■development t? the manufacturing and cfriddierdai tour 
saoisio. This si ;-r reeded a SOtpOe. Which had IhSUd 

r: i nj! !hp wholt feudal pi'ilnd. The Arab dodttit'S of the 
fifteenth rprjfJTy, olthnngh I he host natural. si.; of their lime 
bad IKVertheteflS ms do bttle prx>gr*n in their science beyond 
that which *‘aa knewfi by Llw men o? antiQuil?, Atid notably 
by Ari?ftoUe h tilth Leer. LetilVttfiea eariter. 

In Christian MUtlEma 1J» situation wea slitl tm. be- 
er.usr of the iBflcncr of Lhe CHurchi -even II the m™fc* did 
jir^y h cmr-al part in preaervJtiB llie Cull Life df BUI I ICflMty, thdj" 
OitL'Ierod Jl by ne*t Id nnthinc. So far as there existed an>' 
pragrejaive natural icicJKf, It was Ln the hands bt llw 
alehennL'li, who Worked eLandc-dindy, him fear of aCCUBa- 
tlona of sorrwey.. Feudal society had no use for sehoLata. 

From thy end of the fifteenth century the position 
Changed. The groat voyages and the exiUoratlnaei af dis- 
tant tand£. which were to make Lhe no the bour- 

jjaisk. demanded pfecis-tf astro SO rfiL ML mean.rrtmifTkLi, And 
jaoe rUt to the hiau lift rtuie of the fitst astrcihomlc&l tfltc- 
■Fcope. From : tic- newljHHww*™! munlries wens brought 
quajiLLll.es of exotic animals Shd plants unknown liftttl then- 
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a$ cgfUJEitLtE ut Ha the tinpr &t JHDflt. On the olher 
'■a ifd- Ir-lesrope Jejtset differently pLi^u Elftiiebcd. the fSrsL 
micmscoj»E, WJiiOh opened up 1* scientific investigation ; 
wJiole field Of minute liyillff Efflinjs. ]n this way Jifl'Uta’ 
science mad.' enormous prugre&s in a short epBCO Of (Smfi. 
On Lhc other hand ftspdrt ttle studies of Ih-p Blchesnlsti tame- 
processes which COuUI he applied ip the new lUduetci-flJ enter- 
FTJPW! Idr ux ample, the: nmaL^maliotl Of geid by mercury 
Mljfh. UtlUied D3i 2 big scale- in the sixteenth Century in llm 
SjifiniSJkArtieriran: polonies, made Ibe wealth of the Kin# <yf 
Spain. 

In this way during the at*tpen1h century their- am*e (Jic 
Keiia i&sentv scicntidr movOTiwrt whic-h Jeter w,-^ carried 
[|> furlhjpr lengths. Tile heeds of the new sciences, and par 
ticuEariy ifT aslrcevanv. Jed t-o the ctcvtonpmemt of mattie- 
RISJiCs. TJle fu:te:;s of the positive sciences SiOfiOt neiy 
nkthods of thought. In die following two hundred year*, 
tnany Pam<*.is nmnre tould be holed. Let Its rant almost 
;t hnphaiprt: Gutenberg ant Kabeiala. Getriea. Drac-ortcs. 
Pnsrat, ffewlon. 

Physics as a rra.1 scJencr- dnies front the seventeenth Cfn.' 
tury IlhtrinR- this period, universities, rouse urns r-;ologtc, and 
hmnnio gnrdons were founded in fl BTPBl number of towns 
ip Europe, Sortf^ea were farmed where acholsra could meet 
end communicate their dlscoverieB. 

In the eighteenth century ell thi» developed still further. 

■ hc-rs the bourgeoisie mtde Ite economic standpoint deci- 
sively dominant. Zoology ,md botany had made suffletent 
pfr-jras Tor a c's.ss.fku'liun of living beings- Lo be ftSlBbJ'lBhwl. 
which is still th* hnsis of our ariefi I i hi- kn owl -edge Chemli- 

iry. Huffily. -al-BO- became B re-nl science, freed from the COh- 
RlSCd notions Of the Blchomisla. Large scirr.Li fit . r .y:i theses 
were attempted. Buffon advanced tor the first time. UlausJh 
very timidly, the hyporhesia of the ew Sutton of lifo-fnnns. 
Tilt Bnrypl-npisdists sought to assemble a!! the Knowledge 1, tEcn 
e.si jin, and their anc-ccss made possible the development df 
m Hlcl-iali.il pholOBOptlie*. 

A considerable public lank nute of ill thle: among the 
mlightraed robillty and bpurjfeoisto. marry jM*H5le befBme 
passionately im created. in jriiysirF or in natural science; they 
hoteril^ed. Imitating Jean-Jecsiues HonrsiMu; or, fljfsln, they 
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flkltowcd Las I da noble co Writes 01 pbysiei, like: thase whOHf 
Ahhc NaLlet presented the eupwimcntfl eleiltriOLLy aiWl 
□them Curious phenomena. The- wealthy FaPniwr-GfiBeral, 
Ijsvoisicr. made an ciseirttal eonlrtbulion Lu I he- launduliuji 
of m^rii'in chcmijlry. 

A .5 Jjs political matters, o reOidjiUetFlirnc beta Era- ncoesrai}' 
m the- scientific field. a:i Che Of I he Enf-m'h RevolittUisi 
The scientific Institutions wore insufflcient fur the tieW 
;i i-i- thusr- which uhitECd hod flbwlclr ehnrarleri^LiOs, 
lvhit-Jl hindered thr develop me Hi *1 lhe £cictu:c::. in the same 
way I Ii.lI the itbsoLeLo nature Of I ho political institutions 
hindered economic d.'rviL-eJPne^t. 

Tiwr-e existed, lor c-samplr, in Paris a foundation calk'd 
the jariin (Lit Ru) {Ring's O-^rden), instituted imfer Louto 
3£iU, where furious plants aticl animal; brought Item far- 
away Lands were ki^pt alive ALLftrhEd. 1c the Jayriett was 
what wii> spiled the Ca hi net Of Natural ITiifarjf of the Ring, 
tv here fjjeci mi-ns K-i'i'ivrd from various roiml'Tirs wen- kept 
and classified Attsdwfd to this Cabinet wmc some gn,K) 

ijfl,Li.ii.ill:=t=; hut i iivV were far Ity, few in number Tor Lhr L-iwr- 
mtrensing Css ha which raced litem. Moreover, lhi L direction 

■of the /and in IVII.- entrusted w LCJidircl jippuLuLcd, by the 

King. — natural ! y cJuyjrn tronn among :lic CourLicrs. It ojuLd 
Ji.vppen that Uie cntEwdant was a jkhxI ra turn list; Lhls was tiie 
esse rsiMT for a long time with I he Count tie Buflou. EuL 
Eli, i Ini: resigned hi it" I, ;jid ;1 k- pasL hud fallen, successively 
into the hands of twci incapable: igisoruTiuses, Lhe Count 
d'Angivillicra 4hd the Count dc In Biilnrderie. The resulL 
was that the Jarr!i:r. and Ihfi Cabinet were led jkmg a fuLsc 
pr.fh.: Jlu-re was. less pre-CjetLIiation wilh Ecatillhf facts than 
with offering an agreeable spccla-CLe far the idle sltfbJltTS of 
high society. Enr example, Lhere was nu hesitation Ian touch- 
ing up specimens (o make then: mare attractive la the ejw. 

The natural is.s of the Jdrdin resented this; huL it was ttoL 
till i"S!l 111 at they wsre able to e y pro '-5 Lhenlse-lues and in 
their small field start the revolutionary eel ion. which waft 
to lead Lu the trruxfb rotation of the JcrdiH. into- a NatiuUul 
Museum ef Natural History. Tlie utoisiucL was a Writah'-O 
provocation, vrhieh drilve them Lo dofoiHi Lhe 1 ivflihoad -Of 
two of Iheir number. In July. L7DS, the COUbHitlOC- ol lfinancw 
c:J the SdIlles-CLhnCr*ll, Charjg&d wILIl makloC efOTMinltE. S€t 
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about '’axing.'' Ejfsrtlimng the flnancCi ui the Jarrtfn dll Rni„ 
they proposed to suppress 1 w* dI the aLready in*ufflcietri 
naturalist*:' posl£- one Pi the J»£ts threatened was held by 
Ihr catebreted LanuinX Who lal<?r became nne oiT Ibf founder^ 
of the theory 0 1 evolution, Those cMfsCtrEued protested H? 1 hi- 
Ifn Lion hi Afsembly, eugipK-l IA 4 ; that it would, bo belter In- siap- 
prcva the absolutely UDKfB pool ol the uuejida.ii, which, as 
the iraieiwt'jjtE retired 5 : U0iJ IrtJisfl* per jki/, would be □ 
much gre&ter etonomy. 

A rising front shia. The natural iat- Of Ihio Jhrdins rcqufislcd 
pcnmiiSlsOU to present la Lhr AsseniMy fl plan of necojsary 
reforms lop <lntir oatahUa-hinait. Tney mu’ oh Auaust 2hlh, 
2 ? 0 !f, to dl-aw Up thi 5 plash and. though tlte i-n beivOlrtMt who 
repnewhted the KinC was present, they ejected their own 
Pnvddmt [POTrl j'liuuiis'. tlicnisolvr-j, the ibis xu&lLgiSl, 
OhUbentOh- At their xtrorid mr'cbng, IhO Intend™, 39 
tsiljandcdf. no Junior di.red sgwiok. from the Ihlrtl meetSlie 
omvirda, he lio- lonifcr dared (0 ef"cnd. The riLt.lTMJrlr 
amongst Iheinsdves drew up n plan whi-eh they sent Lb the 
ButlurLttea, but which wos fcir^o’ten ior mope time. It was- 
the Convention in June. 179S, which p,,-.ril a derrev to im- 
plement it. 3r. tho NaLional Museum of Mai tiro I History Ibeti 
eroaled Uicrc was up i^^ciHtOnt appointed: Lhr inrqiMlmrs 
wh;rh had existed among rho TtiduraliSls ef the Jnj’ifMi ylctc 
iupprosafd, and all were professors on llte aiinti: fooLlng; I hey 
tfCPtlifod themselves hy electirtr eunt elected their director 
Ipc-rn amurjj'Ht thcinsrtvcs. Education had bivn I rcl lied, since 
to me thPae courses an chemistry, botany iiid an atomy, whidt 
cKiStOcl baton? J 7S!>, seven trtheig ii*3 been added, rriutoly 
^tolOt-y, comparative analamy, jp ncra Jogy, gedloiiy. The 
Museum was no I anger .droply a promenade far IIl-c- idle, 
DUE ti real scientific estpbllshtiwnt. Ojlnbor&tlnc with LEfa 
walk of cduratian ol‘ tip; people, jo WtlSCtl I He CMYenttoSt 
attached so much importance, y wos further eh a egad (Villi 
prcparipK. collections on natural history far the rt-btrsl 
schools of the dr/HistTi la 104 . 1 , which bad just beem established, 
and which were the ot'iii>n of outp tutYes, 

As eon t>0 Been, llic re 'arm which gnw riae to -Mir 
Musonro wtia brouftit about bj f the Convention, a,* a. result 
oil a small but Ibitly rovoluEiCnlaiy action jilcngvti^e till? flrost 
0D0. eOTlbed on fmm JIBS by thi L nuLuralisIs of LhO Jo+diSl 
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a5nir.iL the F^iwcr of ;hc sroj':-! .■.••.*£ art nrt. II wus of Cdtiaitttf- 
nble ccbrfil !o liK 1 ei.nVur.aj sciences, wJlicil. however, duO_- 
aoL pri’vco! I he S^UTnaVi tiedtft'i j’H 01' lit* KfvOLliCiun, cn 

ibis quest™! ? £■ r>i» others, rratn cenLlnuiiljy mufcinj <i. r 

slander: in I'^lhocm 1 (le hi jVtfijdl FrtHtCJiSD al HanuLnu?;, 
Profr-i^-H.ii Caisllcry dues Dirt TOO r Lu ■.■.■nlc- Loot Lho Ecv^uUdu 
tad ..11 ui >'. ■ 1 0^ Mu- nnUlf.l ; ■ 1. i- - - . /u- r.uj just 

JjCQfl ill.' I- FI. u ireiidOFi'd 10 Lhr?.m Ilic unfiaLltiE nL 1 sc.^Lll's. 

I'iii? ^TilTK>- {.HI lifer also riiprooejlei! llle RevnliJlLan with 
hriV infc: suppnsaed tbc Academy it! Science. an&thrcr iiuLitu- 
liiit'Lfll' the old i-LX.i:riL-. loundied by CbLbert in SlISfl. I 4 . is true 
3Ji.nl on AUCLUH SOI. L7II-3, Hit- C£>nv"n(inn uf.'jpk'd a dmcr- 
<|]SBOl¥ine fiJL flrfidcmia*. literary, dc xcEenliflc Jsirinies and 
appropriate Ibfllr liltfarl^i -T.nd OutlCCEiLOLS ax public properLy. 
Yet JC niuM SW iidmiltud. that this mrasurp was Enrjjtlj jusii- 
ftetl &y 1110 pas; end Lbc ufdajiirajlirin of the- Academy nf 
Srlonce. Far fbcm having equal rijiJiLs, iLs members were 
divided STHO Hiil'Ocerr. oaLfcflairles. sums nT whom had not the 
hi mIi L !«■ s-pruk. Tiie iir3l rutrjgory under the oJd regiine was 
made iip of im-iimpL-ient ari.Hurra!: niMi rmirticr^ apprinln! 
by the Ivl ru. aJld Ibu ,:.k-!ie could be Presidents or Vicoprn 
Fide ills. The Revo! Lit ion suppressed tiio Academy end acled 
Wisely. Mwkivkt. fmA 17 hA wax ’ennxtiiulMt what- it ^jtill 
hnown 1 1 -rlci;. ■ ax !'j jisEirul rtc Frnmeir. wi.Lh an Academy el 
&'ht.iu- CsL. ihlijlied ui: a tir-v,- and LicaiLhy basis. 

Bill Ihe- previous uriuillifle cadres no I ringer stdfircd fe- 
ll- 1 ‘ needs «f iha- new rrgimo slnjigsllii* for •'* i-nis(M»ce and 

L-unfrnnlrf by nil sprit Of PKiblemF. FoC military needs, 
soitjii'irR tea* nwcsssry thine ■a , ;K= met'd ol now mcdi^da of 
easting cannon suet ciiioc sruis. clioce wna 1J» neud lo perJect 
Itriimrai iru'fnilynj, which yotv edeflJvely fit] piled IVc 1 he 
flrtt lime riiH'h rs mtLitnrj' neraFtctlt* eiid. leleerajXiir- eplifi' 
UnFUflW <h.it hy CSiappe Tin- imeda of tturnawrce flemajidt'd 
tbp Tipjfloallon of vvfiighte *nd tiKBRUPKn from widen r;iruc 
the BcnoralijiDllon ^.-1 1h L - decimal fly-stem and the ecenlion 01 
ibo metric ay.ntre. But Lite dvllnilian <tl Ihe metre in :tH 
rclalioBsliip 10 the dimcm>-.fflV,s of lllu i;|ohc deimanded new 
nslronrmiicai mosfju^jiicjltb. FXum Ltiuxc dew phiWrihi. nnd 
many mope, srott? fl u’lmie iCTt^e uf furl Her rr.'Oifelliis. V, : e 
rtrat >ioro oniy *'ilh that connected with tlto LtnincsHtom 0 z 
wrigbhs smtt meflflurefi 
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This i: r.i rU'H i i. in uu£s drm inch'd In 17P!t by many y[ l(ir* 
0 ;, -flrj 4? O&lfraswv, as Lhe uiuj£ of measurement varied ttrm 
tmw pen-omre to soother, and. morecwc f, (lie M*"drvlsduns njf 
thu diiltcrent nulla wcio not decimal, thereby rowing talriib 
. nu: very cmnptkiilcd. CflnaEqitenUy, (ht:re were many 

errors SHKl much loss Of lime- In com me res. En I7!l0 alre-adj 
n.iH Contlilutnt AsuemKrty tKtopKd a prapnr,-tl of urnfira(i®n. 
IMS the desire not to limit the reform to ibe French frenller 

fth.nl. some aspiration Inwards uni versa lily e^SreSSed in the 
!>eelB rat ibll Of the Rights, rf itan) in-ifir-lled Iho Choine OC 
units ill measerement wicrc equally valid for all men. A 
riisnlffiisslon was set up nimpcoed at the |!i\ at scholars 1301‘d.a. 
Lijrsnge. Laplace, MndgP and Cardoruei, which Chose as Ihc 
fundamental unit the irje I rt 1 , defined us J, oi»e tfltl-mlIlUY»tb 
part uJ Iho (flM-rfer of the eiEttiY meridian." The law Ol 
March Mth. ] 731 prescribed. the necessary aaSTOtiwnical ope 
rdtLOhd, Jit particular the determination. ot the different^ in 
' jti Life between Rirnlc: rk end Barcelona, which the asLrdcio- 
(iirfs Delamtire l ltd hdijnhuln carried nut between I7K2 and 
]7 ,J| Without aivciit.nt; the tcrmi.naU«i (if Lhue MfjJeri- 
■ "ii!-. all flit 1 coils of the metric .-;.vs1t m v. ere defined b;, 
the ’* , .i' Of the LSfii Cdcmiunl ijc Lhc- Year HI. ..itld the phJ'SL- 
r h LefOYre-LInHsau determined Lhe fetation dl the kilo" 
graltinie ro the 1 'aij.i ni[ vieiiihLs Ltien in use. When this W-Wk 
ycltlvved, the Oivtciair^ wu, in a [wjsiliOn to itiv l(e si! 
civilized countries tfl- pndicipale ifi tlm dfiflhibi *Btabb 5 hnwnl 
Ol" lire- system Frrjan -the cnul -oL. Spain. Dennwk. Sardinia. 
Turf-dhi . flhd the eIsIct repiiblLti oT Italy adhered So it. As 
is krtOWh, nearly all Lhr- mjciD'.rh's of Lhe world hr.vc- adopted 
llie nieLrk system -ns the- mo-sL convenient, and have; :n thil 
■a- jv fitllLIJed the tltesm- irf Lho revalullonarlcc to ™<rfc feu 
dll peoples, 



ASl this shows Ihe InlercjJt of wie-nre in public welfare 
& -irgeuia Indus! L'ia! dfivctepinensl rternm nd«d teChriicians II 
*.JS m tillb was thas m [7m wr-T created, on lhr one hand, 
! be- Central School Of Piihlie Works, vhich inter was to be 
railed CcoEe PorFtrr^nag«e (PdlyLrvhnir School), and [fo-lh 
wdiiefl have jrrafluaLed a grrat number ol eminent scholaia, 
•yinruTS. otld eil(jirieei^>. r.nfl, on the nlher hrihd. [Sin ColtiOl'- 
va L yry of Ares find CrafLt 
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The original to-lLccliun of mathlTWF and larcni; o£ the 
[alter waa a coLlerUop which the weLhknau-n iiLusnlur Vhu- 
■ra nran hstd lelt 1& tine RuyiL Govezumit- Increased by 
ecrliin new ap-eclmeits. ii was sundvd So the Conservalory of 
Arts and Craft? by tbr dhtf*fce or the Convert! rn. which -fiS^ab. 
Lj.'hjcd it vsi 1901 Vordeimiaire of the Tfp#r ill A-mardlfie tn 
the provisions Of the- decree, orlginmal LnsLrLin'irnl£ ai:d 
ren chines useful Ur the arts -flSfid WStT. In attxirClanro with 
this. HireE- dumonstiaturs arid one designer were attached let 
the CraLtetvaloiy^ and a small school of practical nwchoEiira 
was anhtMd to it. The dirc-tl interest which tUliS creaLkhl 
had for IlM bwrgrciisie in power and for the nascent pro- 
letariat ran easily be fften. 

LeL us liirtLL ourselves to enumerating further Itin settmg 
up -at certain establishments, totaLly nr partially ndmlLAC: 
the BUjvji; <ii LorvgliUides, Lhr Notionjle 

(National LihrnryJ. Tluj EcQlp Nominlr- peri enrt.J tend 
several medical schorls. 31 should hr noted that thr desire 
to develop scientific leaching alsn nlTerled thr orcaxiizatinB 
of senraidnry education. Ir. Lhfl Central Schools of tlie 
CJepdTimcTits, a greater plait was given tn t lir applied sdc-nccs, 
Lhi n ul the curricutuni nl Lhe i-olligus of !iie old uxitne. 
wh:!e. on 1ht* other hand, less importOhce Waa given to E.alln 
and Graek. We have already seen how Ihe MUflflurtt was 
LDllahrroiinfi in Lliis cOIICtoLc- aCiGIllifir edutatiOo by the T0- 
■gaesL that it should pfepanr toiled ions for the Central 
Schools. After alL IhaiL, the enemies Of (lie Revolution ?t||J 
slander ii by seeking to show toot it declared that “It hart 
no lira' for scholars."" The R-u public needed s-cid oi etTS- bwaiMb 
the bourgeoisie- which led it Flooded LhWtl. and. It proved, it. 

LeL it not h-e forgotten ibpt nt Ihe tame of Iht most iin- 
i Tnportar.it srlentifli' fpundaLiecif. Ihe FLgvplul Ujri was in h 
terrible position., having to fig lrl 3 foreign war Jigaiiucl a 
coalition: ;:L Lhe sumo tirrr having in its hank the knife, nf 
Ihe i nsiinM times gj Yeudep and pf thr GiroradL-ns. Hut the 
CtinvrnLiDci, led "by Lbr M-usiLa ifnard:;. remained ronl enough 
to lound new i^iab of Learning and pay alLmlion Iej cyilter- 
tiona alld Libraries. It is -mly too evidently (nie that papu- 
lar power, even when thefiaLenid by forie. did not lore from 

1 IJ-.rlte- sehool ot cc'lMt. of which no pniafkl exists In this 
-country, 
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view t-tie Jnteresia of sri-Ohte -and education, [ r. is ,-n c*nrnplo 
wh|cti r nearer Oiir liitie, -was rrfLS'.Ved hy 'he Ctirreminve OH 
SA73. Soviet power in 1918, aiud the Spanish Republican Gev- 
cmmetl during Its ‘.hrse ysA£a of ^niggle. 

EOttlhat 1 , to ulLaiik Shi; ReViiiulion, Its enemies often ^e- 
<u» it ol ha.viOtf guLIIOOhed She groat chemist Lavoisier, 
El S3 HIM HlAt flutt -vos prdhably a Ui science. But it 
must TSii-t Sit? Idrifiellvn Chat LavcJseY r mufe than Ixine a 
chemist,, was & Farmw-GettjerB] of «Jte rujaLLy — Lhat is tu 
sw that he had. pitilessly crushed the people-. On the oLacr 
hand, many men of great selenliJle value we/e placed in 
impoflant poaltlona.. lit* maUieritsUolan Muttue was made a 
Minister; Hie chemiata Fourcm* and Guyton tie Mcreveau 
were memhera or the Ccmvenliwii ftrsl-claas schoL^s like 
JjSgxartge, Berthe! let, VhuqusJin, Hatty, iuaaieu, ka wignlrir t- 
t-pcvpcde t and many ethers 1 ojuUj served the ftejm Wic P At 
the age of twenty. the atifftamlat Bichat was appointed Pro* 
fcsBDif at the School ol M«l trine ol Paris by the Convention, 
and thta choice was ao happy ItiBt Bichat, Although he died! 
very young, was ahlr 1* found or enllnelv remcde-i severe! 
sciences 

We mention separately throe great nattiThllsIs: Lamarck, 
Cuvier, and Ceotfroy gn inpHilaire. We h;ve seen that the 
flT?t Jit, 1T&3 occupied a minor pwt tn the ^ardzie tfu fltrf iind 
lhat his llvetiheod Jtstll was threaten™!. Tt ■*'« Ihe Revolu- 
tion which made him a Piofcaeor of the Museum and pave 
him the material mean? to cnnhle him to- ranji' out his vrork 
of genius. As fnr Ctivier nod Gcoffffpy 3 :_ir,".-Ti.! :i i: tr. Who 
were his Juniors s?y many years, they wont called upon very 
yOUtlg hy the Os-nvpntion to penupy Chairs at the Museum 
These Ihroe natural iris were to dnmmaLe ^rientaGcally iht 
opening- of the nineteenth century. When in the side Held 
of ihe .study of life if- ihe spare cf twn years the- zWOlutilWiaTy 
regime made poo fes^ai 1 5 of Ih-rse three mett and of Bichat, it 
ran be said that it did work of great merit far biology. 

It vaould he tiTijusit: tn format that if Ihe RjesOlUtSoti wave 
1m Lamarck and tn GcolTroy Saint-HiLaire- tltfi material means 
later tty expound evolution I at theories it also gave llietn the 
moral means. Scientifically and objectively £ peaking, the 
iheoij of the cvalutson of living ipeciea, which we t-c-dey 
consider a? nni- nf the ctealeei aisd mosl indeelnjcllble re- 




FRENCH REVOLUTION fk THE SCIENCES 171 

q lilS-ltlonB el human knesvlc-riocin, ’*' ELE possibly from the tin:*. 
In the eighteenth. century, when a MdRdent invunSniry of 
animal and VCgfitsble frurT-i hjd been carried out. El; iron 

hBCl liven timidly OhiJrned jj, and Dictum hial jforetfit;:! it. 

Blit IE then, flpfpesnfd PS too cmntradictDry to Ebe cs tab Li fil led 
uMJer and CO nollgioua prej udim-. Censured by Ebe FfiCUllJf CtT 
Theolugy Of }Ee Srorbceirjfi,, Bulfon aaiS retracted. When. 
Lauoirtk In 1£U9 again Irak up Lhc- same EJitGiy an a nVfiVfi 
'■j-.il id siu-miiflc Epsis, hr- still met much soc.al hostility and a 
certain nsconipre-hefisvim be- could nut uY'crceine. AE Icp«, 
hr.- did 'nut Find CTnlmiiLiiL.j him an ufTjClfil forifi which would 
havo made hi-m lew for his own personal: security 1c was 
because in the meantime the French Rev chit Lon, had bfeught 
about a great arlvar.ce in the JVefidjuhl of Lhetlght, 

T'hi? Fremiti RevaLutjCni Was tamed out patter the sign 
□i victorious Reason. It freed aeiC’iii: itoro the- n'ral-aries 
ptsepd >□ the way of it by a sOCfil fiJ'Btem which. it hud 
iji.lt grown, if. united science and Ihe nation in the .same 
effort of jibersdioo, Ttjrday Fascial coa-eton pvits -n question.. 
simoJtaneousV ond -with equal violence, lb# value of science 
and Ihn principle; af ITFI^i sE£n of tbe uneskness of ;l regime 
feeing supemeded in. LLs turn. As- at the time of the great 
French RfvrfLLtion. the alliance or science and thfl. jieople 
Wilt ho triumphant over Lhe thfifitaelea of the past. Lutfelher 
they will realize the dream Of OUT great revolulianaries -Of 
A society hared on human fraternity, 00 EitsrLy, and OTt 
srience. 
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T HE. dsilHmglfsUOns drj&miied 1* celebrate, mrtdo.sily. the 
I wc hundred Lind fiftieth. jnnivKraafy of ifu? French 
ion are llut distinguished Jn 1 rKLt uclUetU trim othft 
hislnri? comma muraliOris. It !5 *nom ertiatir darumenla lh«t 
«* to tvouc- Lhat period wlptfl M Goellie said ripened 
''a new tpocli : Ij Hie hisLury ryJ the vvpsld " 

Tricjp article dOCUEMfib, thr- producis ut Jirsl-eJass work 
presented in mcmfilTapIli and foundations. Hioet of them shit 
in t-xisLenoc-, .-ifi: haw ever. lots Ol ten uf unkmewn. Ln rtiaBt his- 
Lrri ;m.= oE arK TTvfit llte artists of the rrvjiuC Xjne ry era were 
all born ci IhCT before or after l uu' Revolution l> made an e*- 
Ciise £dt elftEf Ifying cboni flOlily according is dales* Htllet 
"OifibLeonth or mnctt'en.th century." And mncev On 1 ho utliCr 
hand, nit ii iutorlan of art has undertaken u-> link those artistic 
pbranmenii wjtli Rue totality ol Lbe.r dixr-inianing ecoitainiL- 
alid iiistDrirai corsdltHwlA seme of the most. fruitful yeans 
ttieTP have- ovl-t Ihupi. Rir the oriertL&Lien pf artistic- rveiuliOTl 
are pasted cwf in slicsice. 



This a 1 ay the r-ocaons underiying thr tc-imefoTTiaallojJS, iidt 
lady i:i Ihe jr^piyutieri Of Che artists of thp nij-.-ntjC’CntjL century 
and in i he treatment they received, in -he nliered society, 
hub alsp at their tectHlIcclit, are al] deliberately ignored. .[C 
most bo reoognLgctL however, Uuit Hlally crrcnwiruis. *nd spm- 
tlsuiy judgments Jiavo lUsd to be revised, jmd, despite the 
bLasphcmers and the forget^ ttur signiffoarire of the French 
ItoviilLdion in what xai preidUCMl and far [lie development 
*[ llw first- aris is Implicitly admitted. 
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TJii; TtisitidH 0/ the Ffiic Ans tli? RtruZklliQtt 

Right \JJ} So the y^ais- wlliril preceded and prepurod Lie 
Rr-mtutioti ppcmdi sorirfy, rffppfcwolad by these who cwmmis- 
rLn nwt art-work or snarli 1 use of It- - that is tu sOj- thf royally, 
lht.- iuihil.il>, ana a few big boitr-sw-s — nn!>' considered. arL □& 
a si.i;n of its power, an nCOiiflMry 1o its cumlbL't, Of :I means 
01 pc&uUim; the artists being llnilr srrvan Ln, Il-sS lull Plate and 
less ituiuemial than theLr vale's. 

Furthermore, to aoouLre any rTjniiiii.iL.n am? ohinin 
orders, it was riE-ee.R'an' to belong ta ^ I!oyal Aicdertiy 
,-,!■ Painting aral Soulpluft of to the Academy of AreSii'Uicture. 
Pntiy jmljO these official eorporatirniLS cu-iild oniy he obtained 
aflor studying under matters anxious before ail rtse of con- 
serving, Willi Miftir awn privileges, then' autiiarily, ««lrt 
I heir Juine. It d-emaitdOlS 0 orrtai n submission. which yens 
opposed to Lhe sincere evolution ol i im*I \eirtii,il qualities. 

Th.s .-OCiftl SUrtordihitijOn and UK mure Of ICS5 burr.ihat- 
in^ LDiLttillona Cl &<j miss im. to mastery and the IPghl to live 
1 hereby Wae jp^mpniuOd, nearly always 3£ jar Ihe artists 
were ctmcemed, With a lark, <>r culture which, u ns. detrimen- 
tal 10 the et: pension of their ait, and tL-wcd all outlets to them 
tiher Ilian those of tlieir apeetoMy as nrlisans. Another 
lyranny which digged them was (ii-at of fashion. Before 
the BevoGutlon the only ScZim Which en-abk- artists Lo eK III bit 
Iheif work with sudCKSiK was tJiaS of the .If ess leu re dc 
rdmideiwe ft (WflLr. To I he artlfits not members a? the Aca- 
demy, there wes open, hiywevCT, the (sxibibilion oE Ihe Aca- 
demy *f aiinl Loe and that Of the JE3iuer.se (Youth J. ItnL 
with IhiFl Of Saint-Lne it waa sLUl necessary tc be an. asweinLe 
member, and thus part of Che corporaiion. Naturally th* 
cuitoinera went to those -who already Had a name. and high 
charset Df-Sl who iriaiiLlalned the one by ameliorating "hs 
other, Wihi avoided all imielly, research outside the war 
LlllOUgh which Lbcy had obtained the «ie and Ihe other. 
Fiom IhlS Without donbl arises the dry monotony of most 
ef the artists of Ihe cigldconLh rcnlr.ry, lli.l Icnoj porLra itiStf-. 
janully illustrators-, and cloeomtors; nf tTansnms, Clever and 
iJldefalliablo explaitera Of Ihf Style in which they shone, arid 
o£ which tho tun now faeLLiiy tn"day flli-ioncen^ tK. 




IW ESSAYS ON THf? FftENCH REVOLUTION 

Friar to the Revolution and. the creation. of museums, 
they could learn tholr crafTL only i r. lhe studios a f their 
masters, ur kno™ ihe wmfc at others ihan their masters e*.- 
cep* IbaL -a? a vei y few Fast and forcum artists which they 
IlklihL see at seme coflen tor's. It needed! (Jie Revolution to 
assemble the trsasusss BWMoprt&led tonm the royal collec- 
tions, the cliun'htis, the mon as Lories, arid from nch Uxtiei- 
duals, before the vyis of artl&ls ^‘ere opened to the jrnif[*ns£ 
(jOSsitiiEi Lies irf a ciiTOTt etlUC&LlOh, rich Lis all human evperi- 
erwr, 

The i ii H ueiirs; of the philceopbeTS end lhe BfldyCtopsrftSta 
morally improved the social position *[ tirtisis. They ot>‘ 
evived a. *u’LJtderatMjn and R rc*J*C(. t* tvHU'h the pstoem 
■ShO<Vt» bjr the writers and the vqgti« ur zctdititir theories imil- 
Wbuted. 

Theae rutlieLic theories, resulting fftijh StfhfreiiJoiJiGaE dis- 
coveries made, first in. Rome, thr-in in Cftere, developed in 
the nil'Ilir al funLradirUon* ushicll IcflcrfetS (h* dlaeqnllibriuro 
*1 sorifty At least in. opposing the <iCCC]5iCtl taste of Lhe 
eighteenth century '.liey iriphnL.y ■roridf-nnK'd tills disequiEL- 
brium and »uuul:t !» ten-tedy it hy .dmlngipBi contrivance?, 
which ■WCIC necessarily ineffective 

V’atn though ttiey may oppeei ta- us ln-da.v, these theories 
■nf a return lo antiquity with, their naturalist antitheses: ins- 
Jj;rnd hy arrhwologlsta auett Hi Caylus ocid, WsnLhkdmann. 
philogists I .ko C&Bsaar, vt metaptayBLtLMis surh as Kant, da- 
iKtraLfd iny aistbulPS *UCfo as tJ'UUlOL'RIOld de Qu.ncy or E meric 
David, their BbumJanc* and conflicts find sLfiKlirieaJlL. in 

Lhe ifmc wjiy ns those that treso arautid the ideas cf Lhe 
Eiuydapmrfisls, m the attempt (O r-spkiit in accordance Willi 
Lhi- Jaws nd N.ituTo those of man It inn's organised aron&lh£ 
■and rJ tv on 1 1 h -p rrd n rti dtj . They show uvhat ■Ttl-enSiOn JJTO- 
rewaJlilionary swirly — ulrcndy favourable in principle to the? 
UbfcfrtUon, of the nr List— gay- to artistic qUftSUttna, ail (l in 
particular to Lhe rokl.or. of jut to sooioty, to- the -cduentionsU 
role Of arL, and LLs cEvLliiuhg power 

Sul I lie Revolution alone could hrir.e ahauf the liberation 
Of 1 lie artists anil spivad artlMJc jK'ntirrxnt L.Tnoop;t trio 
It DlOOti COUld enrich infermation r:nd develop tbie 

tonftti-vliy, the I ni alLijnen-ro and lire tHHiscinuiBBts a f ariusLs — 

renewirg- uiereby tho* forai of human LraitiltinnaLititi a:id 
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■Sdl’EK.prr.Rfiijn winch charscter-iie I. i: 1 ». ■ fired igioyj; evolution flE 
nrL of Uifl ninetHMi century. 

Tht An JkmiKies the JViioSmIiom 

The c^jirL-pi , 5 tii] vacuo but gcnc-ruus, of the relation or 

art to spoicLy £JHfl 03 Lhe raOe a! art in the rjgnniiation 01 
cultural life — ti conception which saw Lhe light -pi' day jn so 
marty writings of iilfi ptui-evc’Ul ionary epoch- was rwl rci'flOt- 
Luti by those; who hod the iHiavy Lark. of subs 1 ! i tut i it g 1-Or the 
pre-rev'ciul.icn.iry epoch- was nut faTjCOttan by these who had 
Lhe heavy losk oE substituting for Ulc putTiflcd App?rAtus f/I 
the old royim* the new framework uf Ihc ELghls flf Man 
and the F: it: urn 

Tlie Ccnsbiuenit was the (test 1o AJiyoijtt, in I^ryinhcr,, 
379(1, an art eSKhfttlSSlOlt xeEJ»nHLbL« Jar the eo nervation of 
vmrks of arl It was All ached to (It* L oHfijnLtlee charged uri(h 
xlieneLng 1b« property of Hl-s deriiy. By LLs d*rri!e of AitgiLSt 
Slil, 1*9: suppressmsj the ptlvileiL-j d£ the Tlryat .Aradtmy. 

opened to Alt ariiflta, French and rureign, the right to CK- 
hihil in the ffrjpn Finally, LI alsu derid"d la complete the 
Church of Salrit-t^enovkvc and tu Lrartiror-n it in.Le a national 
Firnihcuni. 

TIid l-Ogis! fthie f Oi>k action Oti]j- to runserv-'o- menu men Ls 
Utmatpnetl wcjk deatTUClian ky neglect or from the vandalism 
of spmilalors, 

Burt the main work Of emcamraaJjie arLiats ard JfiiminK 
public taste WAS accomplished by Lhe Convention.. This 
Ctinsistcd essentially 3fl the eneallon of miuaum? abd the: 
ta'iinn .ration of anutif education 

Tme. ihr Idea of ms king lhe mflaCerpleet'B of ihe part 
available to the public had been put forward as early as the 
miiidlH? of the sigh Lee M.h century, it was for nan I a tod sn ttiL- 
EnCyCiop;. die Vet neither l^rroipi tie Taurueiicth's 4t- 
ti'rr-pt in 1730 nor that oi d'AnglflLier En 177a was sul-clss JuJ . 
The dnoTec of July EWh, 1733 . by Which the Cenj-lilucnL 
ar-dcml the oailectinp in. the J-Ouvrfi and tile TuitCfLeB OE 
: mnnujncn1s of science and of art," PTCPAICd Ihy way for 
lhat of lh* Oonvontiou of &iptcnib« l£T:)ii. 3 732, ordering tllo 
nnnvrrsl iiil of the Louvre into A rr.uspum, This was opened 
to the public on S9th Brumal re o the V-cor fJ (November- ISth. 
J7ua>. 
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The first "Louvre'" WAS far Ir&in sirrlect. Meny works 
were missing dii-period Its the xuyal Chateaux. Moreover, 
the sjvapc UVJlJsUlt UIWDHlintlWBd b.v parasite survLuuis o! 
ibo Cant waa dulle- InajeteqLHte. Nut Lilt iTift was it able 
lO SpCi'SHS ttltu the r| Li a rfi! r_ L ; pmtDqdy [X.'LL'upied by thy old 
Acortemy, at last ilkpell-Dd. In Floreot at the Year III it ww 
pi<kf Iby iJulOti Ofl-fhf. ?fie Garden ul the Infante, Lhe Gallery 
ApciLlcri. l:» Gallery of AJlLLqurs, and thr hig goltcry by 
H>L- water. 

ili Jirit administration veni- a "Coihmisfijnn of tho 
dUu-.uum," tn which were wrLkngwn (winters !iSu- Vinrenl 
and RetibaulL. This, from £71 k JfivOBfr Of the Year II. wo* 
replaced by a "Const rvotoLy oL 1 the (he jiresidncicy 

uT which. w;lk enUmted to FTSBWHard, Ob the propi-'sal. nf 
Louis David Mho vra* i|£ iL-.fi] Bfniinatflt. The LOraservuLurs 
lucked a true understanding of who', LKltr- i;-ilo fiSIiCficai 

of a museum. Mnrajsir* bring artists tiicmfl&Hjea, they often 
lended to hr prejutHtied. Nrvcrthe'lesd, Hie kskILs of the 
crunLdni} of the Miisourci w\T(* *K-HSnJe fable btKh fur the 
form align (if tor tusf* u; the put-lLC Ohd Tor Lhu education 
or artists. 

In tho Ye?t V the Lsuvre became lhu “Central MuEetim 
or Art." ar/tt the Cunventfcoi .also created the Gallery ef the 
Luxembourg pudi in Versailles, the Sprig | Museum lit Llle 
French Reboot. 

The idee of bringing k®e(Her it! □ national slorchOUfie 
the martePfrteetB ui French art gftri back to ;h e lime el 
Alexandre Lenoir. conservator Of bate of the drpots in which 
nrt treasures taken rr^ni ttie ekurelies and from individuals 
nre BflSCffilblcd As M.fity as ] 70l> he hnd got b««t tfifftlher 
in IhL 1 former convent of Qll'lti It^raiiiTiU; tile element el 
LbaL kfuscpm el Mon jittciitii wbioh the ConuenitlML e staid is h- 
ed by the dOfTte ef Odetior ]Blb, m2. From life YuOr IV 
Tic " fit iisf-um Ot Antiques utid FYeiteb Monuments’ 1 eentriveif,. 
tlirouith. eh* efforts or its oouscrvptar, rind despite ike talln 
hlad(i upon it fw lire CrtLlral Museum (the Louvre) P (he 
Pa ii Lb com, jinrt Saint-Dents, ceaselessly to enrich itself imtH 
in IS J t it po£SC$bCd more than &B0 rniinumrnis ersssLhcd in 
chrooulmticuf order, 
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If we iH&J £u Ll use cent/aL uu. U L uLukis tbc rrcaUcn q 2 
tilt' if'rtrrjHdiSsOmeKEa (cansbUicney museums) 

decreed on J aULiaJ".- 2 1.3? . J7Vi. one UiuSentiinti thf hroad 
s(0|)« OL' this el Turf at .iinislsn revelstutti.. TouLoiiSC h»C Lfn; 
Mr* l nj Uli'm; i iiu.se urns: ca/ibSLilied by the deencc- of December 
JUth, ] 1 fh> "'Museian of Lbe Midi nt Lhe Republic" was. 
opened Ln AljjksI. -iTlri. Tiiis decree yfss implemented by 
■j OOtUfUraL- rixuhili iri tif ltLh FiucLirlnc the VpHI VI] [ p 
ivjnc-h ■CTLfl.'ltd fifteen <uI1bCLLciils of painting:, ill ! j.llo, 
Ncnoy, Strasbourg. Dijon, L>-jei, Mpisc-ilLo, Toulouse, ijor- 
eleaur. TOntaSy Roden, Crab, llunnca, Brussels, Mayencv, and 
C^noV-S UtefiUbfu and Mritil;pfl her were sidisc! JatGI. All 
I hfW LuLis-eUi'ris were Eruan Lby start enriched ftem Llio Slate 

depots. 

ihrom Ibo g>oiiLt nl View oC ar-istic pOucElILCH], Liu. ucJdeve- 
mtnEs of ‘Jiv tievOliiluin weno conservative and deffimirulic. 
While HJ3HJ£resaiHg Lhe ArademieE, Ll maintained aL the same 
iime iJh' prllhlpilb of sjHdilDtd (eatJllllf width. hurt oharaf 
Irrijufl thorn. But It dural oped ediJOaliOIl in design ahlOClgHt 
bnwefer £Wiuil Classes by ineli^ting tt in Lhe CurrM'ulum of 
central acJWulS. and .n purtiruLB r lbe Cfculral Sclirml n£ Public 

Woi'lts, which -nL-Iudcd the lenctlina; of axrfdteutiu-r public 
url tebool>. the Special KcbonL *f fttinliJUs arid ScuSplUKv, the 
SpL-oial ScbOOE £[ Arcid Lectirro replaced Lhe AcamfcmLca. Fri- 
vals SCllOOli remained and Others were KtaiUd. eoeiimg 
classes were ftitsafliized. 



Finally the great internet of 11m State in iinisLLe urgard- 
^alione rnuui Lasted Usoll by llio creation in July, of 

the CoprtntuTMs df;? Ana, luiiftded by DavLd, ]) did not Ja- 
oliKle any privileged arti*U. Repealed by the Cimvcntion, slue 
Commune was replaced, 4 iei ist Vunlo&e of the Yc-ai 111, by 
the Popular aJut RrpuhticPil Barely of Arils Rrjjidorl hy U>e 
«1 Braver Serge nL trwtt COL Lhe 1 1th Of the sariM month Hie 
mom t»h of thii Nsfivtui] Jury formod She Hevuludonarv Arts 
CLuh, Thoae MLLutifti, whirli nont at th& LtnUVbe, esorns^d a 
c™t influence, borause they w-erf. ?lupp<h(jkI hfjtti by the 
Its- Slate and by Uiji authority P E wrlajh uf their mem here 
such, fts David, Sergen^. lyiuar, CtiaddoL, Pirud'hLm. Corard. 
Tnpdno-Labrun, laUbf-y. etf. 
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UUImBteJjc <iu oi.tl FTUClidor OE lllfi VAST JEL. tile E>H:Vi' 
VIL< dcriaLciii of inn; Convent loti to Lteao? a "society dS'dL-fBl-ed 
to lhe □dvarjctinL-nL al Lhe sciencei: ami lhe arte"’ was sano 
tUieioc JiL n low, later ttimrfart&3 r which created lhe ffgtkMiaE 
jTiajifUEf. the aei-LliKi of Flue Aits being included with that 

if Lit era Cure 1 . 

The- function iud ul Unite V-BrKHW Jbodtes W&£ OffTltnolled. 
by Liie CftfflmJItee r*r Public Education. w|Hell swprryiicfl 
their administration iintfE September. E7UJ- AEUflug H* it.l:.!- 
bers wens DavEd, Guylob-Morvcau, Tticinms Lsndei, Greadtr-, 
Milieu. Lokitiai, dial?. This Ocinrniitw wa* Jit- flU time* 
supported frv the CiMivcniwi. thfr Committee of Public Ss^iji, 
nud the Commurw Of Pans, whcar. wlicltudc themed itself ift 
ihe most tadhrakpJ details- 

" One TenLjtn: smitten With ndsnlnUion,'’ declared P. 
Bc*ia;t» "bf-f-njr- lhe- marvellous activity developed in idi 
dl'FCCtiWtS pud- on tii$ most varied. u'jeiLiariK by Lhe revo- 
lutionary OovcinmEnl It is known that -nil ihe njulrav- 
of Thtemidor a party rams together . . . which sought 
to pjesmt Ihe tflon’asnurd.: as men Wrhc ^uid: ‘Lei u> 
rtcElmy lluj srholars. hint out Li u'iiL . . . m aho Lhe aril 
disappear’. It is (inly r-iiCesSary to Cdtlfftint Lhe atCuka- 
tion '.villi the Ipchs la ajqyreCi-sic- its Lrue value. 17 
Did Twyt Mxithicy, on the cohWarj, in' Lv la it'll that the 
arts, lhe srirnrrs and pliilo&ophy w-ebe '"Hie CrOdilOeS Of Site 
itrvohilinn, tor which Lhe He VO] lit I on ITTiifl do all 3n Us 
power?" 

This nobLu principle which Cd ITBqjaods to the understand 
in# of the role ef Lhe aria JB Che cUEbf OWialnifftlon OE cLyi liba- 
tion ujiJinaLed she wholL' illuminating expcrinrH'nis medc hi' 
the KevoluLiun in the aLlisHe field. 1'ltese innovations, iL 
must be Stated, save a basis for much that was revived fey 
successive jfoveinmfihls. who coutl Ml, lh? credit to shrnnsrk'e-s. 
Napoleon, in particular, wa* often., in Hi Is Field as in others, 
the usurper uf aL'hlivemenlt. und and discoveries; msdn by the 
HuvclUliCHn. 



The JRn-.eJ’JtioH dJirl tht- .drdsts 



The Himes we h^V¥ rited mike ii esiay la- appreciate 
wh^t h ict'lc^rrdC' was jpven to lhe HuvoluLiOti by the Jlfiatorily 
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Houi clui-rly what an advance Was siwn la their (xmdiliun 
by thi? praclamaLian (*f Ihe Rights of K;iri. BuL I be y h;.v? 
inker prikifs of lb* Solicitude of the revolutionary GO^Fn- 
ITienl. FjnaiMlfl! rtetflflpoibe wa3 made to Lhtise whose work 
wie actepted for Lhe Soto-ii. It'i FlOODal i>I ll* Year I] a bif 
cum pel it Lfl n resulted ici Ule dl&lribUliOn af 4i'2 HOU fii-rfy. 

But Si v. fiH noL only from personal t.r cla&s mtoroBL that. 
nlosL of Ibt aili-Ls Rave IlHitr BUppOfl It) ’he Sfi*W Order. For 
theie man. ardhttltd III the (tfaclire Of arl itself will} n Hjio 
smsLbLbly and a widened ttHIUH*lttflHk)n of HMH L rJw Re- 
volution btuujjhl another II tody IhfcB that Of living eproirlinnK. 
]1 cpfiHOd PeW perspeevv^ beyond rJioM Of commissi law and 
prlaes. 

Tile ^Caal movement wlll-tb in Lila middle (if Lhe ei.|fli.Leeti Lh 
ttnlury had tinmehL awii J|ke Visn and eflpotJally DmvLd Lula 
uj&j:Oelliun 1* Lb* efl 2 Y jcsthetLCS *r the boudoirs, in wfiieft (lie 
fOlkiWem (if iUffeSs H'OK enmeshed— U movemoifil whiejl. 
I’raeomnd himself did Ml escape. ThL- niovetpenl. horn of 
An admiring' vt'ciordUuis Tor antiquity. ran the risk of becoming 
wysla lliaod fatally into iierife and .Lpclcsh im-.U)tKHi& The 
HtwoUuion tmuelsc to St the Tore* of a veritable rcneiasaiice 

T« ilH'&t men. fired with SeroLEin. vlhraiing yu'lth tnnb»- 
tluna for greal uchievemmiis. ii brought ihf greatest of sub- 
lefts whLch really JJvLna artist; owld rtc±Ji , e: me lLbciotinu of 
man — In ‘countenance, gestures, and demeanour — foam 
faflhlona. anti aNegorteB wbioh banel/ disguised thru servitude-. 
They tillered Lhe moBt vast of tlierne-s; lhe ilSustrniion of u 
new human order hlorravcr. de^jiLte outwardly nnskadiiiB 
appearances ant) orl I ftri B I divisions maintained fey defrCUvfr 
Inslnietlon , 1h*ere e«n be round in 1h.r art of Lh* revolu- 
tionary period all lhe gmw. of ihc great upsurge of Lb* niiit- 
IrnnEJi century- 

Considering the amtls before ail else -as men. let vs note 
lu-.oAy the principal relictions produced in artists by the jj/eal 

cwnta and principal acl-ras Of IhW ftevolivtion 

Tru*, there wero smernpn them t3l0» V'Jlo Tebelktf- 
emigrants, DamUm*, Pans, ^onpjeot. ?dr>e. V igcc-LchriLl- 
■Jvl Vien, Q.i .'.d, Isa bey, flcraL'd, NegnauLl , anj. Ibese- who, 
Lhroo|0| Lhe-ir LuChniquir displayed Irsn viunur, VTro hofryn? all 
ei^e |aii i::irr:i. Gmuio, FraiocitLard. l[u::*rl Riiliorl. innrl 
Frud'hon, ("avr their support freely 
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Nunr. however* Indcntifled ihienfc^Li™ with Ui* Revolu- 
tion Ln the ^mf depiet as did Louis David, fern in 1753, 
Duvi-H wbj fnrty-dgll' Ot the time of thi? And revolutionary 
rriurn iiri’ijK. This admirer uf the- inJCinuitj/ Jel which he 
found smiira; or 1 virll* Ineptmliob fuilivd in Lhe rfevnltilign 
4 BdljtT" iviiL'lhy or Ilia gen5tlB. The Serranmt dm J <fe 
Fattme., Lit hPo,-r dtie J«NJJ<r iJnro, clui ptirLmiiLs nf J .r i^-j- 
d<7 SriiHL-Pcri'frepiL, of (Up member of Hit CofivejLLkin, Gcrimi 

HJ-iUi /i ijs if mi In, of HGUJiuyd. and especially of Mara[ cisHij.5i.ii- 

iMfed, Ji hi: iv eid a dialectic alliruoe t>l the IpirGrMllrii'st of nrvaLu- 
daUcn of ™ilh 4 Similar silXHrefjaULHi of eevdIui- 

LLanary reality, But David 1V&S also fib iJidefatiKsible 
Oldi£lLijtrr of .grval nri'olirlUjnflry teleboratiCfia: Lhe Triumph 
of VuLtairc, ths f (jminnnprfll lou :-F lilt 1 bKiTij,; of Tu-nlon, 

I host of I he deaths of Vi.slD and Of Bfiifa. AfLur liavini: rallied 
Li: the Empire, he (iie<1 Jn CTtlle in Erupts .n 1324. 

Prjd'hrcL UT^LMSKJi. David's- jiiilidr tiy Len .years, was 
one of The most euthenftLr or fOK'iTinnsiu ur jyiclurial rtinari- 
tirism. tie painted with enilnelBBtU' afTR-lkm thi- put-trail oJ 
^’jinl-J^r 0Tad Rave IL l« Inn'-. Hb ned after Thrm'iidtir and 
for a time made a living by drawing vignette* Je-r aimanaefcs. 
He earm 1 Cinek inlo favour u 17SD. 

The roJe of FTsRtnidni during the Revolution was -n 
minor one ESoni Ir IT^S. lie virtually ceaaed palnlliv Ln 1T£H. 
hut he pinllcijated in lire sitting;- of Lhe Natuxm] Jury and 
presided over the CdfnmR tee or Arts. 

OreiEe. friend of Dider^i, was ±u needy afi o3d man 
(1T25-]M&). He greeted Hw tteoolutiijii with ennhui-iasm* 
*iree at avenged lum for ills freatimejit by the Royal Academy- 
Kii pnmcod portraits *r Condonret. or Dumouriey. of Robes- 
pterre, and of Therolene de Mericiwirt, 

Other VirtLVli wh * developed di'Ting Ihf eighteenth ren- 
Lurjr vH'fp pMfriStlflta of the pemmaliiu's -of 1 the Revolution 
or decorators or its pageouts: Duktcuk (113340), Baie, 
colaon Senior Kobcrt Ltfrvne (]V 5 fi-iftSl>J, and 

UenrwdLhn f [7&J-lfl3!)>. Wha w-as, morreve-, a. Umwulij!]l 
J acobin. Others occupied positions oei the rommiUE-es of Line 
miaeilJiis or the ALhOdls, surh tnplos^is (lT£f>-L8K), Jfu3*?rt 
HoberL !1VS3-I*ufl) h Moicau <1741 HSU) VilLoenL (1746-1316), 
Laarefiee Jum*r (17f0'lfl^ll, Gamelin (Gamelir. ( 1755-1363) i 

Olliers WilhiH net de voting Ihe-ir art tn the c-vcnts or tho 
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non, novmhde&F. ■ckocoiciS Itwir work in the midst flf miblac 
fervour, or bnd their career.: rhoilitalied by thf encouragement 
qtecn In art by the revnluliimu ry government. Renault 
OT54-IS2S), Ixabey (J7tfMfl3S)„ Gerard <l7«.HJI) r Gin 
(1776-111351. S uciihn rn (J7KH -J02:s) arc those whn owe their 
format, lit. la I hi u,reaL epucl: -and la Lhe tenut zieies which it 
fymugtit With ft. EadLly (377J.-J.S2It) >A\jn a pnvwious nuLuriEly 
by jia n(ing, wilh mare (Jili£i'iWe lhan LMKIKftUDiefltt™ eiYIo- 
liryn, (ho TTZfrmjjhc Jif rarfl [. 

PorL-aiLs and juries were JhJpuLuriEt'd by ,i greg.1 number 
O' ebCPavcra, nurh as Mrvnpt. Allx. Levacht-z. Desfauriir. 
AJ]&la. CUttuerr-L. Cnjrpia, ttrtd Uehuconi it. 

The &tnJpLars who pi Rye d n nee in the revolutionary 
ijoriod oe wt inspired by it are (us numerous than painters. 
■Ctthwdet (1 703-181(1). EudiD I I'liA-l flip ;■ well? mainly men oF 
the Empire But PajKin (,]73Hfi»> and ChlnpM ( 1 7-5S-SB L 
u^he men (It 1h*» Kovftjqlioil. Huutirn t IfN 1-1 3 SS), one ;>[ Lbe 
Kreatssl sculptors of an tjrm:?. Curved rifigics or philLi&apiiefjv 
EllcyclapirdLxtsL, and arrive p«r«aR-eiLi Liisv ot' the rovd-tiVcinpry 
pelted. Wurk ai u ii i ■: 1 1 : j il L : -i 1 lirtGfiaily. 

Tfe revolutionary period. prejperly speaking, did net- ilaVt 
mwh time iebiira in which to hqild. The architect;;, form- 
ed for th£. hMIt part ifl Lhe study nr atltiljue sueiely, made a 
tvvr- aUcmpts to u^e elastic fctnruftjfti Ht the tni af tlh.' eigh- 
teetitZL century. But tin? .nsUfF.cienry of tbeitr means and the 
nwxaSflcuTionx introduced into technique by the now use cl 
metal frame wuerk pwenM atebiteclurc ffom finding a 
national style carrEspantSnyg tu- 1H(j forward, surge OF a new 
social clMS. Uruufr:! hack tD the service or glory, of t* 
niasLer nnrt Hit cult nf memorieE. D r chi lecture remained Ul the 
beginning of the nineteenth century coldly arehtedlogica 1. 



rViHiijqtnt 

Jt is nrh pcatlble lp extend. further this account, which la 
rendered meramroiiflue by dry hrcvLly. 

It Would ho necessary to prnrirale further into the life 
of Th* arls during Ule iWOLislkinary period to appreciate, m 
term* qT their endunh£ human qualities, tile active ferment 
kiroitghl atKhlL by the Refol d lira in this flaht— uchLcb mifiuiEEis 
fnv loo Til Lie known. 
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The raising Cl the srciaL Igvol, flt artists, liw creation cd 
museums, Itie development and demodralizatuui of education, 
the freedom CO exhibit, every kind gf wrwuraiBflietlL have 
pnwi^rhilJy Uflnslormed Lhe mnditiomt of life -Of (lie attiaL, 
redirected srtlStic prcorc.ijMitioiLs and! made possible the tech- 
nical re&eaLTb w-blcb enriched the ranctrcnth croitgry, IdOFO- 
jywr, puMtC lBsfe, adapted to ntw economic renditions. tu-iicd 

in the heveJat iOhs- of the muKLims lhe meant towards A richer 
culture. 

The OlTeCIs uf She Eevolulion on Nig evuluLEpn the arts 
were therefore fur ftem being ae hel|3lj£ibla as imgh.t be 
thought froth the snlrnesLed sili-fice Of leu many blrtarlary 
On the CflnlL'ury, they were inyportMit; and were all iht; more 
rwclDQIiOlB airier the Revolution had neither lhe Ume nop 
-He fad lilies; Icr developing tdem, Thev were lasting, tor., 
like hi lhe revolutionary institutions which reveal men again 
Ihf T worth Co- soon as purifying hands disencumbered them 
Of the LKnindj imposed upon them by the cflpjCaELst system, 
iwillOh nonetheless h*s not been able t* defftfOy ibem. 

AC a Lime when She Easei^l regimes, these diaeuses o£ 
CepitiJLsL dej-ereraL^Hi, arc exiling ai‘ti*t£ and deaCPOyini 
worhs of an, Et is our duty tfl medium? Oh She great examples 
el iuLLure and civiLizing fervour which OUT anroKloTa of cul- 
ture ahd civilizing fervour which our ancestors- Of 178P iiWf 
1781 haw left gs. Tito Communist PflTtJf, liw authorised HWV- 
Cjii'jj'.'.r of the waik of the first french revolutUmirlea, also 
Hives to art the eminence it should bold in the eyee -of Ibe- 
worhinjt plans ns moans. to the cgutl ibnum of Socialist society. 




CALENDAR OF DATES OF TEJE PEUfOM 
REVOLUTION 



JuLj ?]i[, 1 748 .■ Met: ting Of (V ShnfTE Of Dauphino 41 the- 
Chateau nf 1 Viziltr-. 

AllflUjJ Sth , TV King r*eei<flftE on Hie LUllinR of thi 

SEat&GeneriiL 

Woy 5-Eft, I IBS . U coring of tlw StoteB'Ceneral In Versatile* 
Iwlf JTch, 2 7SS: The Ti*rj-JC£[i£ jwiocialini llM translaniiijiji 
<rf the Sialcs-Cn^frfl] Into A PfaliObal Aisembty whirt: 
declared ifsolf the Constituent Assembly un Ju|y Sth 
.luise 20rlt, Oalit of £V Jew de Fntime ITithsiiH Courtl- 

Jlrtte 23rt i, 3TSJ : Refusal of (V Tfan.fiJar mvi part dl [tlr 
deputies of I he clergy to obey the Older O-I the Kurt [0 
leave the Aswmbly Chamber of Hm Stlto-OwWfaL 
July I -I Eft, JJIfl- Fall at Uht B-aritrlri:, 

Aiiphr; -Sllli, i ?■?£>.■ A hr.J qJ fmirial rights 
A'Eptsrt 3filft, I fiLl : Declara Lion of rihe frights Of hlsm arid 
Cm CUixm. 

OCTOlifr S(Ji a7u d (Eh,, JJfifh: TV worrwn of l-*& riB go to Ver* 

failles and bring buck lhe King and royal lUJlrtiEy. 

JtsEp E-ltfi, J I’ll Ov CeLebr-aLLn-ji of National Fodvrattwi at Chump 
tie Mars. 

June 14ih, T FS J . Law Lo Chapdier Forbidding worlW!"5 tin? 

rights Of Cbaliiion arid assoCLaLion. 

Jung 3f£h r 2 IS! .' Flight of lhe King, airtsteil at Varennn. 
Jullr llrh, iIS3 : Shuu-lihjf Of tlie Chump dr- Mars. On the 
Otder pf the Constituent- thr National, flpard fill'd ::o 
deihOitrtxzlon dehtehding Lhe deposing pf the Kinjr. 
A]yri[ ZOih, U92 : Beda-TSt'ipn of war on AusLfia. 

July I J £^ P 2IP2 : The Putr-ia (Nation) dflarcd :n danger. 
Itciv 2i£h, 27S?.- Manifesto of Marshal Brunswick, ormahan- 
cieL'-jp -thief of Lhe ttrjJlLiir-niVPluLianLiry armies, insult- 
!n-e the Fivr-im pc a pie. 

I Sth, J TS2 . The people of Paris Dcrupy the TulLcries 
and demand the Litres I of Louts XVI and tho eleoLiun 
of a Convent km by universal suJTraRe. 

SspirthiiT Jtid, 3rd, 4ii E, S£h and Cfh. 1795: Zs.f< uLi-an ri .■ijj- 

pecU. ul the tneiwee of the people fen Hie oouncry. 
3rp:»i7ij(T fivd, IT9Z . Victory of vulfny. 
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SepreiKbcj- J'Jiif, : Fnx-JafiiiiLiiiri ut llu.- Republic v.y Ih-. 

OotlVfUt*on oli its liraL altcitig. 

Juniitiry £1hE, 17 S3. EmcuI:i::i til LtiuLs XV [ 

j>J^V JlrL— Juree 2mi. : Tise peupJe t>L Pans obtain f film 
till! CfanureDlinn Lzio orru^’. qL Girurodin Jennie ra trr.na 
lilt: Jiitubini tu puWer. 

Jtlijj 17%'i : ApfjL in I ieu?ilL tit |hi- G-ncu.1 Cd iron liter ijr 

Public SiifcLy a! tlie Yeur JL. 

Jvtli! J JrFv, JJltS: AaenMnalicn i-f lie.ial by I'lnirl'iLii.- curdfl.Y 

ft'DL-frJibi'? iiMJh, 179$: Inlrtsdueliiwi of (ho ftaptibhcun Culen 

dar by tlie CunvtiLUafl. 

^pijril Jtfc:, 17JIJ : :Senj£ m:fc <s[ dt'tttll pa^Od OH C>,inl0h 

Jal*/ 27ti i fTliermidpr $th) , JJJ-f ■ AlTV^t uf Hobeaptetren 

L’ljiiLrn ii.j jind. gniut-Jiixl, 



THE GREAT ASSEMBLIES DP THE 
REVOLUTION 



Tile SLilka-Girfienal: Wily blh. 1711? — JUTHr 17th,, 170?, 

The Constituent June lfih, 178?- QclnitL- lit, 1T?3. 

Thu Legislative: October utt 1 T?i -September £lsf, 1783- 
Thr CtHiv&tttLcm.: StptelMlWr Slat. L7!J'2 — OReil+L' 2bLb 171IU 




ANOTHER’S HARVEST 

by Aloe Johnson 

llir IMIl HHuti III l>llt* LlulljlTiilM ( ■ i - 1 ■ | - L C i if I it iii:i ;LKm Ttlbli F 
l : **‘ it'!*-. |i*UK*iam Jilin jt horn I hail iiikniiir on, Ihv I Mini. Yof , 
sU rt time whfn tki.SL'fl i* pu i n< iOh in Hie air :lI iiiult frr adorn 

India iitnl -wh<nv ina-tiy :i re aeeking& aolntjan in her 
|ji'ol:i| e ni h wLat i« knwn -of 1 eoonnmti jieDpIe ai the 
? WSiut of ihcii prohLejua and their strugs]® 
n sb i nst opiinsaaion t What does Freedom mean ta them } 
Among at iSlb rannnnpn meoplfl in ths Tillages, wli*t baak La 
there lor <1 UfoTenee if indeci retd difis- 

eifiiiMiH oiiat at alt ? VYbat aiAppnirb ito the paosanlB gifs to. 
thsclaamia of the CbrnSrass that it rapreaente all nee-tlane 
of t-be ’peai'le, jrri:*|<H!lhrp nf ^tAtcie or ietijtion? What n| 
}ti-3 Mrkflltns Irfagua Vfliicih i< df-mmtiiing llnn^nl !•-. -.iirri of 
Pnkiatan, & Mujllin ti :: i jiriliL 1 1 j Id tio dividc-ii rioiu iri.-ndfcl 
( lid in ’!' 1 How E*1- la Kiaftik fiiihha.a ra*l fniH 1 in ihe 
Tillhuea stud what La iu iiniiisv '. 1 

It WB* YV i til ftUub HfliL-slLTHilM ft' iuLrid tliali thin Ui-u** 1 ' 
journalist trekked through Benignly Tillage* aim 
town*. Tbfl anawwa that he >4$* down iig 
his iSsliglitrolly aim pis style ehow that t 



abroad Ii bh bii re and a aoond hsart ha? 

brought to Ills r-ih;.cct flip f'rnsli m cab of bswror 

tm ban nothing of I hub ■-! m | :■ h' 1 1 L u i ri l t v dally 

ohoiftiaterisee, t4na work nf tush ohaerTAi ■■■■■* 



triad to Lis irajmi-t.iaJ Lii his hunt for abyaaU 

f+iTuhty tE3 uatrata 1 with (hi author h 
diet ttlu's nn»j* ii i nL iSiiigriiruu. 
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